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By Atty. Kyle Kaufman

Divorce can be stressful and emotional, and decisions made early in the process can have lasting legal and financial consequences. Wisconsin courts look at cooperation, financial transparency, and the best interests of children when making decisions.

Here are seven common mistakes that can create problems during a divorce — and how to avoid them.

Posting About Your Divorce on Social Media

What you post online can be used in court, even if shared with friends. Posts may be used to challenge credibility, finances, or parenting decisions, so it’s best to avoid discussing your case online.

Ignoring Temporary Court Orders

Courts often issue temporary orders covering custody, finances, and property. These are legally binding, and failing to follow them can hurt your case and how a judge views you.

Communicating Through Your Children

Asking children to carry messages between parents can harm both the child and your case. Courts expect direct communication and generally view this behavior negatively.

Making Sudden Financial Changes

Closing accounts, moving money, or selling property without guidance can raise concerns. Courts may review financial activity before and during a divorce, and unexplained changes can complicate your case.

Refusing to Cooperate With the Other Parent

Judges look at how each parent supports a stable environment for children. Ongoing conflict or refusal to communicate can affect custody and placement decisions.

Relying on Advice From Friends or the Internet

Divorce laws vary, and every case is different. Wisconsin’s rules on property, custody, and support may not match general advice, which can lead to costly mistakes.

Waiting Too Long to Understand Your Options

Early decisions can shape the outcome of a divorce. Getting informed sooner can help you avoid mistakes that are difficult to fix later.
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