Dear Editor,

Benjamin Franklin once said, “Whoever would overthrow the liberty of a
nation must begin by subduing the freeness of speech.” This powerful statement
reflects the repercussions of suppressed voices, one of the freedoms that the First
Amendment protects. Throughout history, it has been shown that when protected
freedoms such as freedom of speech, religion, press, assembly, and petition are
denied, liberty crumbles. A clear example of unchecked power occurred in Nazi
Germany. Fear silenced voices that urged justice and blocked opposition to Hitler.
This allowed the group to seize abusive power, leading to near genocide. In the
United States, the First Amendment arose from fears of government abuse,
ensuring such tragedies could not occur. I believe that the First Amendment is
essential for a thriving democracy, though recently, many of its rights have been
ignored. In Los Angeles, over 400 peaceful protesters were arrested during
immigration demonstrations this year, raising suspicion about how well the First
Amendment is being enforced. In closing, the freedoms of the First Amendment
have lately been overlooked. If this carelessness continues, the United States will
become at risk and will be no better than other countries that silence opinions and
undermine constitutional protections.



