
Dear Editor, 
 
Can you imagine living in a country where the government 
controls what you write, say, or even believe? The First 
Amendment exists to protect our freedom of speech and the 
press. But recently, government restrictions and social pressure 
have started to silence voices, threatening our freedom. 
​
Our right to freedom of speech is at risk because those who 
express opinions often face consequences, even when following 
the First Amendment. Mahmoud Khalil, a Palestinian student at 
Columbia University, peacefully protested and was arrested, 
facing possible deportation. His story shows that speaking up can 
be risky, but it reminds us how important it is to protect 
everyone's right to be heard. ​
​
Freedom of the press is also at risk. For example, journalist Evan 
Gershkovich from The Wall Street Journal faced unfair 
consequences for reporting the truth. His situation reminds us 
why reporters must be free to share information. If the press were 
limited, people would lose access to the information they need.  
 
In conclusion, the First Amendment protects our right to speak, 
write, and believe freely. These rights remain strong only if we 
defend them. By respecting others’ opinions and standing up for 
what's right, we keep these freedoms alive.  


