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The Voice of Democracy

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof, or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

These powerful words form the foundation of American liberty. But | beg to ask the question,
what is free speech? To me, it is the inalienable right to speak for what you believe in, to
practice any religion you wish, to petition the government, and to gather peacefully through
meetings, protests, and debates.

As Americans, we are fortunate to have these freedoms, while many nations still struggle to
grasp the concept of true expression. Yet even here, the meaning of free speech is tested every
single day. Public figures, journalists, and ordinary citizens sometimes face backlash or risk their
careers for sharing their views. Even students hesitate to write their names on political
competition entries,worried their opinions might be criticized, misunderstood, or held against
them later. It makes me wonder, do we still protect speech that challenges us, or only the
speech we already agree with?

Free speech isn’t just a privilege, it's the voice of democracy itself. To defend it for others is to
preserve it for all.



