
2025 Wisconsin Newspaper 
Association Foundation

Better 
Newspaper 
Contest 
Contest Opens: 

Monday, Sept. 15, 2025
Contest Closes:

Sunday, Oct. 26, 2025 at 10:59 p.m.

•	 Deadlines are final — no 
extensions. 

•	 $12 entry fee

•	 Payments by credit card 
only via PayPal (link on 
contest site).

All submissions must have been  
published in print or online between  
Sept. 1, 2024 and Aug. 31, 2025. 

All submissions must be made online 
through the Better Newspaper Contest 
portal: betternewspapercontest.com

New for 2025:

Contest Divisions (by Circulation)
Newspapers are grouped by their print and 
e-edition circulation based on the issue closest 
to the October 2024 Statement of Ownership. 
If your publication is not required to publish 
a statement of ownership, contact the WNA 
to determine your division. If your publication 
changed classes during the year, you’ll be 
judged in the division in which it published most 
of the year. 

Daily*
Division A: 10,000 or more
Division B: 9,999 or less

Weekly
Division C: 4,500 or more
Division D: 2,250 - 4,499
Division E: 2,249 or less

*Dailies are defined by the WNA as newspapers that 
publish three (3) or more times per week.

It is the newspaper’s responsibility to ensure 
participation in the appropriate division. If you 
believe you are in the incorrect division, please 
contact Laura Niemi at laura@mna.org.

https://betternewspapercontest.com/
mailto:laura%40mna.org?subject=
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Entry Submissions

All Entries must be submitted in one of the following 
formats:

PDFs
•	 Include jump pages for printed work.

•	 Combine multi-page samples into a single PDF. For 
example:

	 - If a story spans two printed pages (“A1” and a jump       
  page), submit all related pages as one file. 

	 - For web entries that submit a pdf; screen captures   
  should be compiled and submitted as one pdf

•	 Ensure the publication date appears on each page or 
screenshot.

•	 Include the headline of the story so the judges can 
identify it on the page.

URLs: 
•	 Submit direct link(s) to the original story or e-edition.

•	 If your website has a paywall or metered access, you 
must provide login credentials and a password in 
each entry’s comment section. If judges can’t access 
the entry, it will be disqualified.

Entries Appearing in  
Multiple Newspapers
•	 If the same entry appeared in multiple publications, 

it must be entered in the larger publication’s division.

•	 If a piece was produced solely by the staff of 
one newspaper, it may be entered under that 
newspaper’s division—even if it appeared in another 
publication.

Merged Categories
•	 Categories with 10 or fewer entries will be merged 

across daily and weekly divisions. 

•	 If a category receives 3 or fewer entries, it will be 
judged with the next-highest circulation division.

All submissions must be made online through the Better Newspaper Contest portal 

betternewspapercontest.com
by 10:59 p.m. on Sunday, October 26. 

Eligibility
Open to all WNA member newspapers in good standing. 
Entries must be created by:

•	 Newspaper employees

•	 Direct agents of the newspaper (a centralized production 
facility utilized by your newspaper that is not located on 
your physical premises)

•	 Freelancers contracted specifically by the newspaper 

Ads created by independent ad agencies are not eligible, 
as these agencies are not considered direct agents of the 
newspaper. 

Entry Limits
Overall Newspaper Awards (1-11) - 1 Entry Per Newspaper

Reporting/Writing (12-24) - 2 Entries Per Reporter/Team

Reporting/Writing (25-31) - 1 Entry Per Reporter/Team

Photography/Audio/Visual (33-43) - 2 Entries Per Reporter/Team

Advertising (44-56) - Unlimited entries

Duplicate Entries
•	 Do not submit identical entries in more than  

one category.

•	 Components of a larger piece may be entered separately. 
For example: a photo from a Photo Essay can also be 
submitted in the Feature Photo category.

•	 Exception: Bill Payne Excellence in Advertising Award 
entries may also be submitted in one additional 
advertising category. 

Multiple Bylines & Entry Caps
Entry caps apply to each individual named, whether 
entries are solo or team submissions.

Example: If April O’Neil submits a solo story in 
Environmental Reporting (limit: 2 entries per person) and 
also appears on a team entry in that category, she has 
reached her maximum.

Missing Clips?
WNA can provide access to your digital archive. Email 
Denise Guttery at denise.guttery@wnanews.com or call 
608-283-7630.

Daily (A/B) and Weekly (C/D/E) divisions will not  
be combined and judged together unless the  
category has been merged across all divisions.

http://betternewspapercontest.com
mailto:denise.guttery@wnanews.com
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Entry Fee & Payment - NEW FOR 2025
•	 $12 per entry

•	 Payments by credit card only via PayPal (link on 
contest site).

Paywalls & Judge Access
PDFs are preferred. For URLs behind paywalls or 
metered sites, include login credentials in the entry 
comments for each submission.

Judges must be able to view the content without 
restrictions

File Sizes
•	 Maximum: 20 MB 

•	 Judges’ time is valuable—optimize PDFs for fast 
loading. See the contest site for file resizing tips.

BEST OF DIVISION
The newspaper that accumulates the most overall 
points from editorial and advertising awards will 
be named Best of Division. Points are awarded for 
editorial and advertising honors.

1st Place: 8 points
2nd Place: 4 points
3rd Place: 2 points 
HM: 0 points
General Excellence points are doubled.

Newspapers do not receive points for Honorable 
Mention because in the event of a tie, the newspaper 
with more Honorable Mentions will be awarded  
Best of Division. 

The daily and weekly newspapers 
with the most points will be named 
Newspapers of the Year.

All submissions must be made online through the Better Newspaper Contest portal 

betternewspapercontest.com
by 10:59 p.m.  on Sunday, October 26. 
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Sunday, April 21, 2024

Activate your digital account to get updated 

stories, videos, and hundreds of additional puzzles 

and comics. Visit madison.com/activate and 

download our app for the E-edition and breaking news on the go!

GET THE

FULL BENEFITS
OF YOUR SUBSCRIPTION!

‘It just hits all

of your senses’

Trio of steam engines

from Milwaukee County

Zoo are chugging down

the rails again, to the

delight of the Dells

LOCAL&STATE. A3

TAKING IT OUTDOORS
Pads were popping as Wisconsin 

held its 10th practice of the spring
SPORTS. C1

TAKING IT OUTDOORS

SPORTS. C1SPORTS. C1

On the outside

Women leaving prison

face their own barriers

SUNDAY BEST. D1

‘Greatest Generation’

AI lets museum visitors

interact with veterans

INSIDE COMICS. E5

STEPHEN GROVES and LISA MASCARO

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The House 

swiftly approved $95 billion in 

foreign aid for Ukraine, Israel and 

other U.S. allies in a rare Satur-

day session as Democrats and 

Republicans banded together 

after months of hard-right re-

sistance over renewing Ameri-

can support for repelling Russia’s 

invasion.
With an overwhelming vote, 

the $61 billion in aid for Ukraine 

passed in a matter of minutes. 

Many Democrats cheered on 

the House fl oor and waved blue-

and-yellow fl ags of Ukraine.

Aid to Israel and the other al-

lies also won approval by healthy 

margins, as did a measure to 

clamp down on the popular 

platform TikTok, with unique 

coalitions forming to push the 

separate bills forward.

The whole package will go to 

the Senate, which could pass it 

as soon as Tuesday.

The scene in the House was 

a striking display of action af-

ter months of dysfunction and 

stalemate fueled by Republi-

cans, who hold the majority but 

are deeply split over foreign aid, 

particularly for Ukraine.

“We did our work here, and I 

think history will judge it well,” 

said a weary Speaker Mike John-

son, R-La. He risked his job, re-

lying on Democrats to ensure 

the military and humanitarian 

DAVID WAHLBERG

dwahlberg@madison.com 

On Dec. 16, brothers Daniel 

and Fabian González treated 

their sisters Lilian and Daniela 

to dinner at Culver’s in Waupaca, 

as they did most Saturdays, a day 

o�  from their jobs milking cows 

at a dairy farm.
But this time, they didn’t 

make it home. Two miles from 

their home near Weyauwega, a 

pickup truck going the wrong 

way on Highway 10 hit their 

SUV head-on, killing Daniel, 25, 

Fabian, 23, Lilian, 14, and Dan-

iela, 9. 
The pickup driver, Scott 

Farmer, who survived, had a 

blood alcohol level more than 

four times the legal limit and a 

revoked license from four previ-

ous drunken driving convictions. 

Farmer, 48, of Neenah, turned 

west into the eastbound lanes 

of the divided highway about 

a mile before the crash along a 

hilly curve, a surveillance cam-

era showed.
“We feel very empty because 

in our house there aren’t any 

children,” Paulina González, the 

siblings’ mother, said in Span-

ish through her husband, Kurt 

Schilling, who interpreted.

It’s “your worst nightmare,” 

said Schilling, the children’s 

stepfather. 
Wisconsin had the nation’s 

highest percentage of fatal 

Sad, pathetic distinction
AMBER ARNOLD, STATE JOURNAL 

Paulina González, right, with her husband, Kurt Schilling, third from left, lost children Daniel, 25, Fabian, 23, Lilian, 14, and Daniela, 9, in a wrong-

way crash in December on Highway 10 close to their home near Weyauwega. Wisconsin has the nation’s highest percentage of fatal crashes 

involving wrong-way drivers. At left are Silvia and Segundo González, Paulina’s siblings.

House 
passes 
$95B 
in aid

ANNA HANSEN

ahansen@madison.com 

It’s been a banner weekend for 

Madison’s equine enthusiasts. 

While the horse fair captured 

the attention of thousands, the 

city’s new top-level women’s 

softball team, the newly named 

Night Mares, introduced itself to 

a crowd of about 100 people at 

the Orpheum. 
Launched by the Mallards 

baseball team and months in 

the making, the Night Mares 

debuted a teal, black and silver 

logo. And the team’s general 

manager, Samantha Rubin, said 

the team is in good shape for its 

June 16 opener if the excitement 

of Saturday’s event is any indi-

cation.
“This has been such a fast 

process, but I think that with 

what we have and the time that 

we had, I think we did amazing,” 

Rubin said.
Ushering in a new era for Mad-

ison’s female athletes were Mad-

ison Mayor Satya Rhodes Con-

way, state Sen. Melissa Agard, 

Night Mares coach Raquel Savoy, 

a live band, and two of the team’s 

players, Hilary Blomberg and 

Danielle Lucey — all of whom 

were nearly outshone by the 

team’s mascot, a live miniature 

horse. 

Night Mares make their pitch

MALLARDS BASEBALL  

The o�  cial logo for the freshly named Night Mares women’s softball team.

CONGRESS

Package o� ers funds 

for Ukraine, Israel; 

now goes to Senate

Next up: Name the 

softball team mascot 

by June 16 opener

Please see NIGHT MARES, Page A5

Please see HOUSE, Page A26

HEADED THE WRONG WAY | FATAL CRASHES

9.1% of deadly crashes 

in Wis. had wrong-way 

drivers, worst in US

Wrong-way crashes
Wisconsin had the highest percentage of fatal crashes involving 

wrong-way drivers in 2013-2022.
wrong-way drivers in 2013-2022.
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Wrong-way crashes
Wisconsin had the highest percentage of fatal crashes 

involving wrong-way drivers in 2013-2022.

National average: 3.5%

9.1%

Source: National Highway Tra­c Safety Administration

Source: National Highway Tra­c Safety Administration

Please see WRONG WAY, Page A14

For over forty-seven years
, Capitol Lakes has been T

HE place

for pets to retire in downto
wnMadison. Oh, and they say the humans can

come along, too. Learnmore at CapitolLakes.org or
call 608.218.5970.

Capitol Lakes is a resident-
centered, not-for-profit Pac

ific Retirement Services community and an equal housing
opportunity.SeniorLiving.MadisonStyle.

Pets love itatCapitolLakes
.

Andtheirhumansdotoo,ofcourse.
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BY MARIA LOCKWOODSuperior Telegram

SOLON SPRINGS — Emotions ran high dur-ing a special School Board meeting on Tues-day, Feb. 13.
The topic of  the meet-ing, which was held fol-lowing parent-teacher conferences, was the 

district’s handling of  a potential student threat that was reported Mon-day, Feb. 5. Some parents and teachers said they didn’t receive informa-tion about the threat until two days later. The Douglas County Sheriff ’s Office was alerted the day after the initial threat was reported.

Concerns about com-munication, timeliness and consistency were loft-ed by community members.
“The protocol we had for the situation last week was lacking. Quite hon-estly, after reviewing it, there’s no discussion in there about contacting families and that’s a 

critical piece here,” Solon Springs Superintendent Pete Hopke said in a phone interview Wednes-day, Feb. 14.
The meeting was held to clarify the situation, understand what didn’t go smoothly and lay out a plan as the district moves 

Maria Lockwood / Duluth Media Group
Solon Springs School, shown Aug. 9.

School on A6

Response to potential school threat in Solon Springs raises parent concerns

BY SHELLEY NELSONSuperior Telegram

SUPERIOR — Changes in state law will impact the handling of  licenses issued by the city this year.
Licenses affected include alcohol beverage and cigarette, tobacco and vapor products.“It’s going to change a little bit in our office how we’re going to work with everyone on the alcohol and tobacco renewals this year,” said City Clerk Heidi Blunt.

Changes in the law have made existing renewal applications for alcohol beverage and tobacco licenses out of  date, and in need of  updating, according to the Wisconsin Depart-ment of  Revenue. The department has set target dates of  early February to update the tobacco license forms and April 1 for the new alcohol bever-age retail forms.“The Department of  Revenue has been very clear that we are not to take in any renewal requests until the applica-tions are published,” Blunt said.
Consequences for issu-ing licenses based on the old forms could include improperly issued licens-es, reapplication, gaps in customer service and temporary business clo-sures, according to DOR.E-cigs

Effective March 6, establishments that sell electronic vaping devices will be required to have the same license as ciga-rette and tobacco sellers.While there is no change for cigarette and tobacco sellers, Blunt said establishments that sell vaping devices but not tobacco will be required to have a ciga-rette, tobacco and vapor products license by March 6. She said she has still not received the new form for the license application.

“I’m hoping that people who are selling vapes are tracking this,” Blunt said.
Councilor Lindsey Graskey said the city should send letters to smoke shops that sell vape devices to notify them of  the new license requirement.

“People might just not be aware, and I wouldn’t want someone to be in the dark about something that sounds pretty state-level serious,” Graskey said.
Under the new law, any-one who sells a device that may be used to deliv-er aerosolized or vapor-ized liquid, regardless of  whether it contains nico-tine, must be licensed. Applicants must submit proof  of  a seller’s permit, and must not be habitual law offenders or convict-ed of  a felony that sub-stantially relates to the licensed activity. Corpora-tions and limited liability companies that apply for the license must appoint an agent.

Blunt said she was con-fident the new license application would be available soon.
Alcohol

Under normal circum-stances, the city clerk’s office notifies alcohol license holders about the annual renewal in early March, giving them a deadline of  April 15 to submit the renewal appli-cation so the health, fire and police departments can do checks necessary to approve the licenses before current licenses expire June 30.
However, with the license application updates, Blunt said she hopes to have the renew-als out by the second week in April with a new deadline to return them to her office.

“I need to give them a couple of  weeks,” Blunt said. “I’m thinking May 1.”

Changes in Wisc. law add wrinkle to Superior 
license renewals

licenSe on A6

BY SHELLEY NELSONSuperior Telegram

SUPERIOR

Her high school doesn’t have an Alpine ski team, but that won’t stop sophomore Olivia Mihalik from competing in the Wisconsin State High School Ski and Snowboard 
Championships this weekend at Mount La Crosse.

Olivia, 15, a 10th grade student at Superior High School, is competing after maintaining top eight finishes in the sla-lom, giant slalom, super giant slalom and overall when she competed in the Northern High School Ski and Snow-board Conference.Besides competing in Wisconsin High School races, Olivia is racing across the Midwest and Colorado for the Four Degrees Alpine Ski Team, said her father, Steve Mihalik.
“It’s always been a thing where I ski raced, but I just figured out this year that I could ski race 

for a high school as an independent,” Olivia said. “And I got the opportunity to do it. It’s always been something I’m passionate about. Some of  my friends have gone to state in Minnesota.”
Olivia has been skiing for 10 years.
“My parents skied,” Olivia said. “My dad ski raced, sort of, and so did 

my mom. So I just started from a young age. It’s been sort of  a family thing.”
Steve Mihalik said his wife, Maria, started ski-ing as a kid and raced in middle school, and he started at the age of  10, but didn’t take up ski rac-ing until he was an adult. Their younger daughter, Allison, 13, also started skiing at age 5 and is an 

accomplished skier as well, he said.
“Olivia is a straight ‘A’ student; she takes many (advanced placement) courses, loves the indus-trial tech classes — wood-working, construction and welding,” Steve Mihalik said. “She enjoys working out and staying active.”

Superior sophomore slaloms into state competition

Mihalik on A10

Jed Carlson / Duluth Media Group

Superior sophomore Olivia Mihalik slows down after a run at Mont du Lac Ski Resort in 

Superior on Wednesday evening.

Jed Carlson / Duluth Media Group

Superior sophomore Olivia Mihalik poses near a sign that she doesn’t often follow at Mont du Lac Ski Resort 

in Superior on Wednesday evening. Mihalik will be competing at the state alpine ski meet over Presidents’ Day 

weekend.

Glassy  
efforts

Students create artistic scenes with glass
in Youth, Page A9

happy homecoming
Spartans welcome Olympian back with 

playoff win
In Sports, Page B1

2024 NEWSPAPERS OF THE YEAR

Wisconsin State Journal and  
Superior Telegram

http://betternewspapercontest.com
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Contest Categories 

OVERALL NEWSPAPER AWARDS

1. General Excellence

2. Best Front Page

3. Best Opinion Section UPDATED to include dailies

4. Best Sports Section

5. Best Feature/Lifestyle Section Judged across all divisions

6. Best Special Section - Editorial

7.	 Best Headlines

8. Editorial Award

9. Community Engagement Award

10. Open Records & Public Governance Award

11. All-Around Newspaper Photography Weekly only   

REPORTING/WRITING

12. General News Story

13. Feature Story (Non-profile)

14. Feature Story (Profile)

15. Localized State or National Story

16. Sports News Story

17.	  Sports Feature Story

18. Breaking News Reporting

19. Investigative Reporting

20. Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting

21. Environmental Reporting

22. Ongoing/Extended Coverage

23. Health Coverage

24. Arts & Culture Coverage NEW!

25. Reporting on Local Government

26. Reporting on Local Education

27. Business Coverage

28. Local Column

29. Local Sports Column

30. Local Outdoor Column  Judged across all divisions   

31. Rookie Reporter of the Year

32. A-Mark Prize for Investigative Journalism NEW! Cash Prizes!! 
      

All submissions must be made online through the Better Newspaper Contest portal 

betternewspapercontest.com
by 10:59 p.m. on Sunday, October 26. 

PHOTOGRAPHY/VISUAL/AUDIO 

33. General News Photo 

34. Spot News Photo 

35. Sports Action Photo 

36. Sports Feature Photo 

37. Feature Photo 

38. Artistic Photo 

39. Photo Essay 

40. Overall Page Design  Weekly only

41. Visual Storytelling 

42. Outstanding Podcast or Audio Storytelling

43. Best Video 

ADVERTISING

44. Bill Payne Excellence in Advertising Award    

45. Multimedia Marketing Representative of the Year  Updated

46. Best Restaurant Ad

47. Best Large Ad

48. Best Small Ad

49. Best Ad Idea (Series)

50. Best Use of Color

51. Best Multiple Advertiser Layout

52. Best Use of Local Photography  Weekly only

53. Best Use of Humor Judged across all divisions   

54. Best Newspaper Promotion

55. Best Special Section (Advertising)

56. Best Niche Product

http://betternewspapercontest.com
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REMINDER: All Entries must be submitted in one of the following formats:

PDFs
•	 Include jump pages for printed work.

•	 Combine multi-page samples into a single PDF. For example:

	 - If a story spans two printed pages (“A1” and a jump page), submit all related pages as one file. 
	 - For web entries that submit a pdf; screen captures should be combined and submitted as one pdf.

•	 Ensure the publication date appears on each page or screenshot.

•	 Include the headline of the story so the judges can identify it on the page.

URLs: 
•	 Submit a direct link(s) to the original story or e-edition.

•	 If your website has a paywall or metered access, you must provide login credentials and a password 
in EACH entry’s comment section. If judges can’t access the entry, it will be disqualified.

OVERALL NEWSPAPER AWARDS
One entry per newspaper

1. General Excellence

This is the top award in the WNA Foundation Better 
Newspaper Contest. Judges will evaluate both the 
print edition and website.

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) complete newspaper issues (September 
2024, February 2025, and one of your choice)

•	 Your main website URL

Scoring (100 points total):
Writing quality: 25
Use of photos/art: 10
Editorial coverage: 10
Sports coverage: 10
Advertising design and copy writing: 10
Production quality: 5
Website navigation: 5
Digital storytelling: 5
Front page design (includes web landing page): 5
Best Arts & Culture content: 5
Public notices: 5
Headlines: 5

2. Best Front Page
Recognizes excellence in design and content for either 
website landing pages or newspaper front pages. 
Judges will consider layout and design, effective 
headlines, reader appeal, photography, writing clarity 
and overall news coverage in choosing the winner.

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) front covers or three (3) screen captures 
of website landing pages of your choice

3. Best Opinion Section UPDATED to include dailies

Recognizes outstanding overall opinion content. 
Judges will consider the use of feature material, 
quality of writing and design. Preference given to 
locally written content.

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) full opinion sections

4. Best Sports Section
Highlights excellence in sports journalism, including 
writing, photography, layout, and coverage depth.

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) full sports sections (September 2024,  
February 2025, and one of your choice)

5. Best Feature/Lifestyle Section  Judged across all divisions

This award recognizes overall excellence in lifestyle 
or feature content. Criteria include concept, extent 
of coverage, writing quality, photography and design. 
Entries may include lifestyle, feature, entertainment, 
religion or other special interest 

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) complete feature or lifestyle sections 

NOTE: Photography submissions can be uploaded as .jpg files.
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6. Best Special Section - Editorial
This award recognizes editorial excellence in special 
sections covering a single theme. Criteria include 
concept, appearance, writing quality, extent of  
coverage and timeliness. 

What to Submit: 

•	 Three (3) stories within a theme published/posted  
on the same date.

7. Best Headlines
Recognizes creativity and effectiveness in headline writing.

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) headlines and the full articles they 
accompany

8. Editorial Award
Celebrates impactful editorial writing from staff or 
publishers that attract the reader to the associated story. 

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) staff-written editorials

9. Community Engagement Award
Honors efforts that foster community involvement, 
dialogue, generate revenue and/or trust through 
journalism. 

What to Submit:

•	 Up to five (5) examples (e.g., newsletters, podcasts, 
social media projects, events)

•	 Include context and impact in the “Comments” section

10. Open Records and Public Governance Award
Recognizes local journalism that advances open and 
responsive government and transparency at any level 
of government. Entries might include an editorial 
campaign, news coverage, court action. 

What to Submit:

•	 Up to ten (10) examples of related coverage (news 
stories, editorials or opinion columns, campaigns)

•	 Include explanatory details in the “Comments” section

11. All-Around Newspaper Photography  Weekly only

Awards strong photojournalism across multiple issues.

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) full newspaper issues featuring your best 
photography

OVERALL NEWSPAPER AWARDS 
(continued) One entry per newspaper

REPORTING/WRITING
Two entries per reporter/team 

12. General News Story
Honors strong reporting on a scheduled or planned 
event such as a trial, public meeting, dedication, or 
political visit. Judging will focus on topic importance, 
writing quality, completeness, strong emphasis on 
sentence structure and lead.

What to Submit:

•	 One (1) main article (sidebars may be included)

13. Feature Story (Non-profile)
Recognizes compelling feature writing that is not 
focused on a person or group. Judges will consider 
creativity, writing style, and human interest.

What to Submit:

•	 One (1) feature story (sidebars may be included)

14. Feature Story (Profile)
Highlights excellent profile writing about a person 
or group relevant to the community. Judged on 
originality, writing style, and reader interest.

What to Submit:

•	 One (1) profile story (sidebars may be included)

15. Localized State or National Story
Awards coverage that effectively connects a state or 
national news story to the local community. Judged 
on relevance, clarity, and writing quality.

What to Submit:

•	 Up to three (3) related articles on the same topic 
(sidebars may be included)

16. Sports News Story
Recognizes strong coverage of a single sports event 
or sports-related news topic (not including features). 
Judges will consider writing style, timeliness, and 
depth of reporting.

What to Submit:

•	 Up to three (3) related news articles on a single 
sports topic (sidebars may be included)

17. Sports Feature Story
Honors excellent storytelling in sports-related 
features. Judging focuses on originality, writing 
quality, and unique treatment of the subject.

What to Submit:

•	 Up to three (3) related sports feature articles 
(sidebars may be included)
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18. Breaking News Reporting
Awards exceptional coverage of a developing news 
story that unfolds over hours, days, or weeks. Judging 
focuses on urgency, depth, clarity, and news value.

Stories stemming from a breaking news event 
that include issue-related follow-up stories should 
be entered into Enterprise Reporting or Ongoing/
Extended Coverage.

What to Submit:

•	 Up to ten (10) related stories about a single event

19. Investigative Reporting
Recognizes deep, watchdog-style reporting on a 
single topic, revealing information not previously 
public. Judges will consider depth of research, 
persistence, public records use, obstacles overcome, 
and impact on public policy. 

Differs from Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting 
because it requires higher standards of research and 
investigation.

What to Submit:

•	 Up to ten (10) related investigative articles on a 
single topic (sidebars may be included)

20. Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
Awards original, in-depth coverage of an issue or 
trend developed through strong reporting and use of 
data and analysis.

Coverage of events like trials and government 
meetings should be entered in General News Story or 
Extended/Ongoing Coverage.

What to Submit:

•	 Up to ten (10) articles and related data content on a 
single topic (sidebars may be included)

21. Environmental Reporting
Recognizes exceptional journalism on environmental 
issues. Judges consider clarity, local relevance, 
technical accuracy, and overall coverage.

What to Submit:

•	 Up to ten (10) related articles on a single 
environmental topic (sidebars may be included)

•	 Entrants are encouraged to include a note to 
judges in the “Comments” section explaining the 
impact of the reporting

22. Ongoing/Extended Coverage
Honors strong continuing coverage of a planned or 
developing topic over time. Judges will focus on topic 
importance, writing quality, and thoroughness. 

What to Submit:

•	 Up to ten (10) related articles on the same subject 
(sidebars may be included)

23. Health Coverage
Awards excellence in reporting on health-related issues 
or events. Judges will consider depth of reporting, 
clarity, and public impact.

What to Submit:

•	 Up to three (3) related health stories (sidebars may 
be included)

•	 Entrants are encouraged to add a comment for the 
judges on the coverage’s impact

24. Arts & Culture Coverage NEW
Honors excellent writing in arts and culture, 
entertainment, or similar topics. Judged on originality, 
writing style, and reader interest.
What to Submit:
•	 Up to three (3) related arts stories (sidebars may be 

included)

REPORTING/WRITING (continued)
Two entries per reporter/team 

Submissions must be made online through the contest portal 
betternewspapercontest.com by 10:59 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 26.

http://betternewspapercontest.com
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REPORTING/WRITING
One entry per reporter/team

25. Reporting on Local Government
Recognizes strong coverage of local government  
topics or issues. Judged on reporting depth, clarity,  
and relevance. 

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) government-focused articles by a single 
reporter or reporting team (sidebars may be included)

26. Reporting on Local Education
Honors excellent reporting on local education topics. 
Stories and sidebars will be judged on clarity, news 
value, explanatory value, and storytelling. 

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) education-focused articles by a single 
reporter or reporting team (sidebars may be included)

27. Business Coverage
Recognizes strong local business and economic 
reporting. Entries should include analysis, clarity, and 
informative reporting.

What to Submit:

•	 Up to three (3) business-focused articles by a single 
reporter or reporting team (sidebars may be included)

28. Local Column
Awards outstanding local column writing in any format 
— such as news, feature, or humor. Judged on reader 
appeal and clarity of writing.

What to Submit:

•  Three (3) columns by a single columnist

29. Local Sports Column
Recognizes excellence in sports commentary or 
storytelling by a single columnist. Judged on reader 
appeal and clarity of writing.

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) sports columns by a single columnist

30. Local Outdoor Column  Judged across all divisions

Honors compelling outdoor-themed columns (e.g., 
hunting, fishing, nature) by a single columnist. Judged 
on reader appeal and clarity of writing.
What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) outdoor columns by a single columnist

31. Rookie Reporter of the Year
Recognizes an outstanding entry-level reporter 
employed 18 months or less as of Aug. 31, 2025, with 
no prior newsroom experience.

What to Submit:

•	 Three (3) work samples
•	 Reporter’s headshot
•	 Nomination letter with employment start date and 

job description

32. A-Mark Prize for Investigative Journalism  NEW 
                               > $25/entry - Unlimited Entries

•	 Open to all news media organizations based in Wisconsin, 
including newspapers, radio and TV broadcast outlets, 
including digital-only platforms.

•	 Entries must have been published or aired between 
September 1, 2024 and August 31, 2025.

•	 Both standalone pieces and series are eligible for submission.

•	 Individual reporters, editors, and freelance journalists based 
in Wisconsin are welcome to apply, provided their work has 
been published or aired by Wisconsin-based news media 
organizations.

JUDGING CRITERIA:

Quality of Journalism: Judges will look for well-researched, 
thorough work that provides new insights or brings important 
issues to light. 

Quality of Presentation: Submissions should be clear, 
compelling and effectively presented in their chosen format(s) 
whether it is written, audio, video or multimedia. 

Responsiveness to Community Needs: Judges will consider 
how the reporting reflects community input or engagement, 
whether through direct collaboration, feedback or active  
listening. 

Impact: Judges will evaluate the demonstrated or potential 
impact of the reporting. 

WINNERS WILL RECEIVE THE FOLLOWING 
PRIZES:
First place: 
$5,000 for the journalist(s) and $2,500 to the news organization

Second place:  
$3,000 for the journalist(s) and $1,500 to the news organization

Third place:  
$2,000 for the journalist(s) and $1,000 to the news organization

Winning submissions with multiple journalists or newsrooms  
will split the relevant prizes. 

Judged across all divisions

Submissions must be made online through the contest portal 
betternewspapercontest.com by 10:59 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 26.

For more details on the A-Mark Prize for Investigative Journalism  
go to wnanews.com/home/a-mark-foundation

http://betternewspapercontest.com
http://wnanews.com/home/a-mark-foundation
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Photography/Visual/Audio 
Two entries/individual or team

39. Photo Essay 
This award recognizes the best photo essay on a single 
topic. Judged on content, composition, technical 
quality, reader impact, and use of photos and captions.

What to Submit:

•  One (1) pdf or url

40. Overall Page Design Weekly only  
This award recognizes excellence in overall page design 
of any three (3) newspaper pages designed by the same 
person. Judged on attractiveness, impact, effective use 
of headlines, infographics, clarity in presentation of 
information, and creativity. 

What to Submit:

•  One (1) pdf of 3 newspaper pages or 3 urls

41. Visual Storytelling 
This award recognizes excellence in telling a story 
through photography, graphics, data visualization and 
other visual means. Judged on quality and impact of 
the visuals, effectiveness in conveying the story topic, 
originality, creativity, and innovation. 

What to Submit:

•  One (1) pdf or url 

42. Outstanding Podcast/Audio Storytelling
This award recognizes a newspaper’s effort to report 
or offer commentary through audio media. Judges will 
consider the journalism behind an audio project, as 
well as its originality, overall production quality and 
innovative use of storytelling techniques. 

What to Submit: 

 • A URL linking to a single audio file which highlights a 
podcast project in its entirety or 

•	 A URL linking to a single audio file containing up to 
three (3) edited highlights

Podcast entries are encouraged to include a description 
about the podcast and why the entry is significant. 

43. Best Video (long or short form)
This award recognizes the newspaper’s effort to report 
a story through video. Judged on production quality, 
relevance of topic, content, creativity and impact. 
Entries may be of news, sports or feature videos. Videos 
may stand on their own or be part of a larger story.

What to Submit: 

 •	 A URL linking to a single video file

33. General News Photo 
This award recognizes the best single photograph  
that captures a scheduled, organized or ongoing event 
for which advanced planning was possible. Judged on 
content, technical quality, and reader impact. 

What to Submit:

•  One (1) pdf, url or jpg file

34. Spot News Photo 
This award recognizes excellence in spot news 
photography that captures an unscheduled event for 
which no advance planning was possible. Judged on 
content, technical quality, and reader impact. 

What to Submit:

•  Entrants may submit up to ten (10) photographs  
documenting a single news event. 

35. Sports Action Photo 
This award recognizes excellence in sports action 
photography. Each entry shall portray participation 
or competition in a game or sports event. Judged on 
content, technical quality, and reader impact. 

What to Submit:

•  One (1) pdf, url or jpg file

36. Sports Feature Photo 
This award recognizes excellence in sports feature 
photography. Entries will consist of a feature photo 
that is sports-related. Judged on content, technical 
quality, and reader impact. 

What to Submit:

•  One (1) pdf, url or jpg file

37. Feature Photo 
This award recognizes excellence in feature 
photography. Entries will consist of a single feature 
photo that has strong human interest or offers a 
fresh view of the commonplace. Judged on content, 
technical quality, and reader impact.

What to Submit:

•  One (1) pdf, url or jpg file

38. Artistic Photo 
This award recognizes the best single artistic photo. 
Judged on content, composition, technical quality, 
creativity, originality, and reader impact. 

What to Submit:

•  One (1) pdf, url or jpg file

Submissions must be made online through the contest portal 
betternewspapercontest.com by 10:59 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 26.

http://betternewspapercontest.com
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ADVERTISING
Unlimited Entries

49. Best Ad Idea (Series)
Recognizes a creative ad series with a consistent theme 
for a single advertiser. Judged on originality  
and concept.

What to Submit:

•	 At least three (3) ads forming a cohesive series

50. Best Use of Color
Awards the most impactful use of color in a single ad.  
Judges will look at visual clarity and creative execution.

What to Submit:

•	 One (1) color ad

51. Best Multiple Advertiser Layout
Recognizes a promotional layout featuring multiple 
advertisers under a shared theme or event. Judged on 
concept, clarity, and originality.

What to Submit:

•	 One (1) complete multi-advertiser layout

52. Best Use of Local Photography  Weekly only  
Honors ads that creatively incorporate original 
photography taken by a newspaper staff member.

What to Submit:

•	 One (1) single ad or a series of ads using employee-
taken photos

53. Best Use of Humor  Judged across all divisions

Recognizes an ad that effectively uses humor to engage 
readers. Judged on cleverness, design, copy, and overall 
appeal.

What to Submit:

•	 One (1) humorous ad

54. Best Newspaper Promotion
Honors in-house ads or promotional campaigns created 
to support the newspaper’s readership, services, or public 
mission. May include house ads, promotion of public 
notices, circulation promotions, special rates, advertiser 
incentives and ads promoting readership.

What to Submit:

•	 Up to ten items (ads, graphics, or materials)

Optional: Include a short statement in the “Comments” 
section describing the campaign’s goals and results

Submissions must be made online through the contest portal 
betternewspapercontest.com by 10:59 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 26.

44. Bill Payne Excellence in Advertising Award 
Recognizes the best locally created display ad of the 
year, in black & white or color. Judged on concept, 
layout, and originality.

What to Submit:

•	 One (1) display ad (may also be submitted in 
one other advertising category—exception to 
duplication rule)

45. Multimedia Marketing Representative of  
the Year Updated   Judged across all divisions

Honors a standout multi-media marketing profes-
sional who excels in sales, client and partner relation-
ships, and strategic campaign planning (includes ad 
sales and diverse revenue opportunities)

What to Submit:

•	 Nomination letter with examples of excellence

•	 Nominee headshot

•	 Samples of successful ad/revenue/partner cam-
paigns

46. Best Restaurant Ad
Recognizes standout advertising for a restaurant 
client. Judged on concept, layout, and creativity.

What to Submit:

•	 Up to three (3) ads created for a single restaurant 
advertiser

47. Best Large Ad
Awards the best ad measuring a half-page or larger.  
Judged on design, creativity, and reader appeal.

What to Submit:

•	 One (1) ad measuring a half-page or more 
or 970 x 250 px (Billboard) or 300 x 600 px (half page) 

48. Best Small Ad
Honors an outstanding single ad, no larger than 15 
square column inches (e.g., 3”x5”, 2”x7.5”) or 300 x 250 
px. Judged on creativity and visual impact.

What to Submit:

•	 One (1) ad no larger than 15 square column inches  
or 300 x 250 px

http://betternewspapercontest.com
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ADVERTISING (continued)
Unlimited Entries

55. Best Special Section (Advertising)
Recognizes themed sections aimed at readers and 
shoppers. These are often tied to seasonal or local 
events. 

What to Submit:

•	 One (1) complete special section (e.g., festival 
guide, sports preview, tribute issue)

56. Best Niche Product
Honors a special publication produced for a specific 
audience. Examples include visitor guides, hunting 
magazines, or real estate inserts.

What to Submit:

• One (1) - two (2) complete issues of a niche product

All submissions must have been  
published in print or online between  
Sept. 1, 2024 and Aug. 31, 2025. 

All submissions must be made online 
through the Better Newspaper Contest 
portal: betternewspapercontest.com

•	 Deadlines are final — no 
extensions. 
Contest Closes: Sunday,  
Oct. 26 at 10:59 p.m.

•	 $12 entry fee
•	 Payments by credit card 

only via PayPal (link on 
contest site).

New for 2025:

https://betternewspapercontest.com/

