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General Excellence
Division A

First Place: Staff, La Crosse Tribune,
La Crosse
Second Place: Staft, Green Bay
Press-Gazette, Green Bay
Third Place: Staff, 7he Post-Crescent,
Appleton

Honorable Mention: Gazette Staff,
The Gazette, Janesville

Division B
First Place: Staff, 7be Chippewa
Herald, Chippewa Falls
Judge’s Comments: Of all the
submissions, The Chippewa Herald
presented the most complete

newspaper—from hard news and
teatures, to comprehensive sports

General Excellence, First Place (Division A)
La Crosse Tribune

and a great “Lively” section. Yes,
there was wire copy, but what struck
me was the excellent presentation of
that news; not relegated to simple
story layout, wire reports were given
the full weight of solid headlines,
artwork and layouts. A special shout
out to Audrey Korte: I wish she had
submitted several of the articles in
these editions; they were excellent.
Second Place: Staft, The Freeman,
Waukesha

Judge’s Comments: Visually
appealing throughout, The Freeman
does a great job presenting the

news throughout its pages, backed
by locally sourced news before

all else. This focus on community
was obvious throughout the pages,
backed by graphically appealing
layouts and artwork. I particularly

General Excellence, First Place ( Division B)
The Chippewa Herald Chippewa Falls

liked the “Updates” graphic
presentation of local stories being
covered by the newspaper but I
couldn't tell how often this feature
is used. What a great way to provide
readers with developments without
another lengthy story. Well done.
Third Place: Staft, Daily News,
West Bend

Judge’s Comments: The editors of
the Washington County Daily News
love photos, using them effectively
to draw the reader into the story. No,
the writing didn’t always rise to the
level of the layout, but for the most
part, the staft delivered. Overall, the
paper is an appealing product that
just needs some stronger editing.
Honorable Mention: Dan
Kitkowski, Erin Noha, Matt
Lehmann, Paul Williams,
EagleHerald, Marinette

Judge’s Comments: Solid effort all
the way around.

General Excellence, First Place (Division C)
The Lakeland Times, Mmoqua

Division C
First Place: Staff, 7he Lakeland
Times, Minocqua
Second Place: Bill Schanen
1V, Staff, Ozaukee Press, Port
Washington
Third Place: Press Times Staff, The
Press Times, Green Bay
Honorable Mention: Staff,
Oshkosh Herald, Oshkosh

Division D
First Place: Staff, Oconomowoc
Enterprise, Waukesha
Judge’s Comments: I love the layout
of the newspaper. The white space
really lends itself to easy reading and

I prefer serif to non-serif type—the
headlines all look clean. Great use of

General Excellence, First Place (Division D)
Oconomowoc Enterpnse
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photos, too, and your special sections
are wonderful. The only thing I
didn’t like was the placement of the
sports column on the front of the
sports page. I think maybe it belongs
on the top left of the second page.
If the columnist is going to write

a story, he should do that under a
separate byline. Your sports pages

do look really good, though. This is
a really lovely publication. I thought
the website looked good, too, but as
a die-hard veteran of newspapers for
40 years, I hate that we have to do a
website!

Second Place: Staft, Superior
Telegram, Superior

Judge’s Comments: Love the layout
and the use of white space. It looks
clean and is easy to read. I love the
use of a serif typeface, it just looks
classy. The website looked good, too.

General Excellence, First Place (Division E)
The Northwoods River News,
Rhinelander

Third Place: Adam Krebs, 75¢
Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: There is so
much to love about this paper.
The farm column was really good
and there is a ton of local coverage
inside. Clearly the staft loves their
community.
Honorable Mention: Staft, 77i-
County News, Kiel
Judge’s Comments: A great deal
of news and lots of color. Sports
coverage was really good, too. Great
work covering your community!
Division E
First Place: Staff, 7he Northwoods
River News, Rhinelander
Judge’s Comments: A lot of work
and care goes into this newspaper.
Layout and photography are very
well done. Strong, well written
content. A paper I am sure people
look forward to receiving each week
Second Place: Scott De Laruelle,
Maddie Bergstrom, Jack Miller,
Mark Nesbitt, The Oregon Observer,
Oregon
Judge’s Comments: Just a nice
community paper covering every
aspect. Good content, layout and
photography. A nice treat to receive
each week
Third Place: Sentinel Staff, Burnett
County Sentinel, Grantsburg
Judge’s Comments: Content is
strong as is everything else about
this paper. It seems to cover the area
well and takes care in making the
product look good too

Best Front Page
Division A
First Place: Staff, Wisconsin State

Journal, Madison
Second Place: Staff, La Crosse

Tribune, La Crosse

Third Place: Staff, Leader-Telegram,
Eau Claire

Honorable Mention: Karyn
Saemann, Shari Rampenthal, 75e
Gazette, Janesville

Division B
First Place: John Evans, Herald
Times Reporter, Manitowoc
Second Place: Dan Kitkowski,
Erin Noha, Paul Williams, Melissa
Kowalczyk, EagleHerald, Marinette
Third Place: Staff, Daily News, West
Bend
Honorable Mention: Amanda

McBride, Juanita Lagrone, 7he
Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc

Division C
First Place: Cody Popp, Mike

Best Front Page, First Place (Division B)
Herald Times Reporter, Manitowoc

Hollihan, Janelle Fisher, 7he Press
Times, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: Hands down the
best across the board for everything I
was looking for in this competition.
Second Place: Peshtigo Times Staff,
Peshtigo Times, Peshtigo

Judge’s Comments: Fierce
competition to others in the class;
content is fantastic, and the layout is
nearly perfect!

Third Place: Peninsula Pulse Staff,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Judge’s Comments: The most non-
traditional entry from the ones I
viewed, and it left its mark.
Honorable Mention: Lakeland
Times Staff, The Lakeland Times,
Minocqua

Judge’s Comments: Great job on

the front pages—just make sure to
include the jumps next year!

Best Front Page, First Place (Division D)
Waupaca County Post
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Division D
First Place: Robert Cloud, Cody
Popp, Waupaca County Post, Waupaca
Judge’s Comments: Tight
competition, but overall, Waupaca
gets my vote for breadth of coverage
and design.
Second Place: Adam Krebs, 7he
Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: This was tough,
as the photos and variety of content
was great, but the design was a little
“loud” for me.
Third Place: Kenton Troutman, Zhe
Chetek Alert, Chetek
Judge’s Comments: The variety of
topics and photographs are really
strong and definitely a reason
this publication has won previous
awards.

Honorable Mention: Bill Yorth,

Best Opinions Pages, First Place (Division E)
The Stoughton Courier Hub

Oconomowoc Enterprise, Waukesha
Judge’s Comments: Great use of
typography, photos, and layout
knowledge. Also great variety of
content. Would have been my
number one but I didn’t get to see
the jump pages!

Division E
First Place: Staff, 7he Northwoods
River News, Rhinelander
Second Place: Scott De Laruelle,
Brad Allen, Maddie Bergstrom, Zhe
Verona Press, Verona
Third Place: Maddie Bergstrom ,
Jack Miller, Scott De Laruelle, Brad
Allen, The Oregon Observer, Oregon

Honorable Mention: Staft, Valley
Sentinel, Spring Green

Best Opinion Pages
Division

First Place: Lakeland Times Staff,
The Lakeland Times, Minocqua
Second Place: Bill Schanen I1I,
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington
Third Place: Debra Fitzgerald,
Sharon Anderson, Peninsula Pulse,

Baileys Harbor

Honorable Mention: Press Times

Subscribers, 7he Press Times, Green Bay

Division D
First Place: Adam Krebs, Natalie
Dillon, 7he Monroe Times, Monroe

Second Place: Steve Prestegard, 7he

Platteville Journal, Platteville
Third Place: Staff, 7ri-County
News, Kiel

Division B
First Place: Brad Allen, Scott De
Laruelle, The Stoughton Courier Hub,

Verona

Second Place: Brad Allen, Scott De

Laruelle, 75e Verona Press, Verona

Best Sports Pages

Division ABC

First Place: Mitch Maersch,
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington
Second Place: Nate Beier, Zach
Rastall, Logan Everson, Monroe
County Herald, Sparta

Third Place: Brett LaBore, 75¢
Lakeland Times, Minocqua
Honorable Mention: Tori
Wittenbrock, Rich Palzewic, Kevin
Naze, Cody Popp, The Press Times,
Green Bay

Division D
First Place: Staff, Superior Telegram,
Superior
Second Place: Jason Nihles, 75¢
Platteville Journal, Platteville
Third Place: Bob Burrows, Star-
Observer, Hudson
Honorable Mention: Natalie

Dillon, Adam Krebs, 75e Monroe
Times, Monroe

Best Sports Pages, First Place (Division ABC)
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington

Division E
First Place: Jeremy Mayo, Bob
Mainhardt, 7he Northwoods River
News, Rhinelander
Second Place: Logan Everson,
Nate Beier, Cashton Record, Cashton
Third Place: Brad Allen, Jack
Miller, Mark Nesbitt, 7be Oregon

Observer, Oregon

Best Feature/
Lifestyle Pages

Overall Divisions

First Place: Katie Hohmann, &
Peninsula Pulse staft, Peninsula
Pulse, Baileys Harbor

Second Place: Lindsey Witter,
Zack Goodrow, Karyn Saemann,
The Gazette, Janesville

Third Place: Janelle Fisher, Sue

Schroeder, Josephine Hinderman,

Best Feature/Lifestyle Pages, First Place (Overall)
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
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Mickey Schommer, 7he Press Times,
Green Bay

Honorable Mention: Adam Krebs,
Sarah Sabatke, The Monroe Times,

Monroe

Best Special Section
(Editorial)
Daily Division
First Place: Gazette Staff, 7he

Gazette, Janesville

Judge’s Comments: Nice selection
of stories. This is the kind of
publication readers will want to
read.

Second Place: Elizabeth Snyder,
Kenosha News, Kenosha

Judge’s Comments: Great eye-
catching cover! Well organized, easy
to navigate through.

Third Place: Matt Milner, Angela
Reidess, Leader-Telegram, Eau
Claire

Judge’s Comments: Timely topic

Best Special Section (Editorial), First Place
(Daily Division)
Kenosha News

used as a jumping point for the
publication. Well done response to a
community concern.

Honorable Mention: Beloit Daily
News Staft, Beloit Daily News, Beloit
Judge’s Comments: Good topics,
well organized.

Division C
First Place: Nate Beier, Zach
Rastall, Logan Everson, Monroe
County Herald, Sparta
Second Place: Staff, 7e Lakeland
Times, Minocqua
Third Place: Debra Fitzgerald,
Katie Hohmann, & Peninsula

Pulse Staff, Peninsula Pulse, Baileys
Harbor

Honorable Mention: Debra
Fitzgerald, Katie Hohmann,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor

Division D
First Place: Pierce County Journal
staft, The Pierce County Journal,
Ellsworth
Second Place: Brian Thomsen,
Todd Bergmann, Mary Thomsen,
Gregg Novachek, 7he Valders
Journal, Valders
Third Place: Staff, Tri-County
News, Kiel
Honorable Mention: Ruth

Erickson, Travis Nyhus, Michelle
Jensen, The Chronotype, Rice Lake

Best Special Section (Editorial), First Place (Division C)
Monroe County Herald, Sparta

Division E
First Place: Nate Beier, Zach
Rastall, Logan Everson, Hillsboro
Sentry-Enterprise, Hillsboro
Second Place: Casey Lindecrantz,
Alexus Lucey, Adam Ploessl,
Adam Krebs, Republican Journal,
Darlington
Third Place: Milton Courier Staff,
Milton Courier, Milton
Honorable Mention: Bill Thornley,
Janis Redman, Regan Kohler,
Michelle Carlson, Spooner Advocate,
Spooner

Best Headlines
Daily Division

First Place: Staff, The Chippewa
Herald, Chippewa Falls

Judge’s Comments: Excellent
wordplay in all submissions. Really
thought the “I abandoned my car
for Kamala” headline was the best of
the whole competition.

Second Place: Lindsay Christians,
Chris Murphy, Rob Thomas, 75e
Cap Times, Madison

Judge’s Comments: Great work
here! The Wienermobile and Willie
Nelson headlines were super clever.
Third Place: Matt Milner, Aidan
Sanfelippo, Eric Lindquist, Leader-
Telegram, Eau Claire

Judge’s Comments: Nice job! Love
the alliteration in the porta-potty
story headline.

Honorable Mention: Staff, 7he
Post-Crescent, Appleton

Division C
First Place: Trevor Greene, Dean
Hall, Richard Moore, 7he Lakeland
Times, Minocqua

Second Place: Nate Beier, Monroe
County Herald, Sparta
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Third Place: Mitch Maersch,

Ozaukee Press, Port Washington

Honorable Mention: Luke Klink,

Ladysmith News, Ladysmith
Division D

First Place: Staft, Superior Telegram,

Superior

Judge’s Comments: Overall the best

of the best.

Second Place: Dave Boehler, 7he

Review, Plymouth

Judge’s Comments: This was a tough

decision between first and second

place. I have a feeling next year it

may switch.

Third Place: Jim Bell, Barron News-

Shield, Barron

Judge’s Comments: Loved that this

publication didn’t use all of their top

headlines as the submissions.

Honorable Mention: Adam Krebs,

Sarah Sabatke, The Monroe Times,

Monroe

Judge’s Comments: Great headlines,

but could have been more impactful

with a simpler visual look.

Best Headlines, First Place (Division E)
The Stoughton Curior Hub

Division E
First Place: Brad Allen, Scott De
Laruelle, The Stoughton Courier Hub,
Stoughton
Judge’s Comments: Can't be better
than the selection here. Short yet fun,
informational yet sassy. It’s no wonder
they’ve won awards!
Second Place: Nate Beier, Hillsboro
Sentry-Enterprise, Hillsboro
Judge’s Comments: Sports! They
should always have great headlines as
it is one of the few areas of journalism
that doesn’t have to keep on its
sometimes stufty wrappings.
Third Place: Logan Everson, Cashzon
Record, Cashton
Judge’s Comments: Well on their way
to a first place finish. These are great
examples of headlines and stories I'll
be sharing with my own staft.

Editorial Award
Daily Division

First Place: Karyn Saemann, 7he

Gazette, Janesville

Judge’s Comments: Many
newspapers can create compelling
editorials based on national
headlines, relying on the zeitgeist
to help contextualize their points.
Few newspapers can use the same
amount of space to write compelling
editorials that explain local issues
just as well. The Gazette Editorial
Board is setting the bar, and high.
Second Place: John Nichols, Dave
Zweitel, Steven Elbow, The Cap
Times, Madison

Judge’s Comments: Bright,
approachable language and a quick
cadence makes these editorials
compelling. Readers will head into
any dinner party feeling like they
understand a topic better -- and as
though they’re empowered to have
an opinion on it.

Third Place: Matt Milner, Leader-
Telegram, Eau Claire

Judge’s Comments:

These editorials get directly to the
point, and make good use of a small

space. Approachable language and

Best Special Section (Editorial), First Place (Division )
Courior Sentinel, Cornell

clear opinions on local topics—all
tenets of a strong editorial team.
Honorable Mention: Scott
Milfred, Wisconsin State Journal,
Madison
Judge’s Comments: Strong editorials
that become stronger the more local
they get, such as the piece “Tailgate
the state spelling bee.”

Division C
First Place: Bill Schanen III,
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington
Judge’s Comments: Compelling
editorials with a local focus.
Second Place: Luke Klink,
Ladysmith News, Ladysmith
Judge’s Comments: Strong
arguments backed by details.
Third Place: Patrick Wood, 7he
Press Times, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: Liked the pieces
... maybe include more characters or
anecdotes.
Honorable Mention: Richard
Moore, Gregg Walker, The Lakeland
Times, Minocqua

Division D
First Place: Steve Prestegard, 7he
Platteville Journal, Platteville
Judge’s Comments: Great use of an
editorial to educate the public about
what really matters. Good work.
Second Place: Bob Zientara,
Barron News-Shield, Barron
Judge’s Comments: Well stated
opinion about an important issue in
the community.

Third Place: Mary Thomsen, 75e
Valders Journal, Valders

Division E
First Place: Brian Wilson, Courier
Sentinel, Cornell

Judge’s Comments: Great editorial
explaining the reasoning for an
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increase in the cost of the local
newspaper.

Second Place: Tim Lyke, Ripon
Commonwealth Press, Ripon

Judge’s Comments: Tough to

make this the second place winner
in a crowded category of worthy
submissions. Praise of local citizens
who do unheralded work is critical
to the fabric of any great newspaper.
Good work!

Third Place: Barb Puckett, Muscoda

Progressive, Muscoda

Community
Engagement Award
Daily Division

First Place: Staff, 7be Cap Times,
Madison

Judges Comments: I love the variety
of these projects, the different
groups served, free and charged
opportunities. It seems like a good
cross-section of readers could

be engaged and involved. The
election guide is always a good idea,
and hard work, but so few do it
anymore. The Power Hour is a nice
mix way to educate and get involved
at the same time. Love the idea fest
especially if it is locally sourced and
productive for the community. A lot
of creative work here.

Second Place: Staff, Wisconsin State
Journal, Madison

Judge’s Comments: Whenever
readers feel they are being heard
and appreciated, you have a winner.
It is wonderful to have this kind

of partnership. If people need

something from their newspaper,

Community Engagement Award, First Place (Daily Division)
The Cap Times, Madison

they can ask for it instead of being
bothered by “the “press”. This is a
great way to help readers see the
workings of a story, an idea, or a
problem through professional eyes
and words. The Focus group is
another one of the time-honored
ideas that gets downplayed. It is
essential to invite and hear those
voices. It is worth it for awareness

and building respect. Thanks
Weekly Division

First Place: Debra Fitzgerald,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Judge’s Comments: Both “sides”
were winners here, the press for
proving its care and consideration of
the community and the community
being assured it was getting
accurate, impactful information.
'That’s what the press is all about,
the freedom of thoughtful, reported
information.

'The idea of engaging a worthy,
time-honored organization, and
providing coverage for so many
counties through this partnership.
Brilliant. Everyone got an education
here, too, from the newspaper
working with citizens, the citizen
observers working with the press,
and the community getting
information that might not
otherwise have been or could have
been obtained.

Second Place: Kenton Troutman,
The Chetek Alert, Chetek

Judge’s Comments: Any effort

to show that the press is here

to present factual, objective and
helpful information is a fine way

of engaging and educating readers.
'This reporting went above and
beyond in its duty to bring these
issues to the forefront and give
readers the opportunity to engage as
well. Keep it up. Issues big and small

are all big in small communities and
ways to show the professionalism
and need for the press.

Third Place: Angie Griepentrog,
The Freedom Pursuit, Freedom

Open Records/FOI
Award
Overall Divisions

First Place: Kevin Boneske,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Judge’s Comments: Reporter
Boneske’s account is an interesting
and inspiring procedural manual

on wrangling documents that city
officials tried to withhold from the
public and, by doing so, foolishly
elevated a relatively non-eventful
review of an apparently unliked
municipal administrator into proof
that government officials are willing
to hide information from the public.

Second Place: Alex Garner, ke

Open Records/FOI Award, First Place (Overall)
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
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Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: This clearly
sourced account of a civil case

was written from complaints filed
by the opposing parties. It is a
lucid chronicle based on public
documents freely obtained, as there
is no indication of anyone trying to
hide anything. This story, therefore,
also seems suited to the general
news category, not just the one in
which the linchpin is rooting out
documents not readily available.

All-Around
Newspaper
Photography
Weekly Division

First Place: Logan Everson,
Cashton Record, Cashton

All-Around Newspaper Photography, First Place
(Weekly Division)
Cashton Record

Judge’s Comments: Just very
stunning and high quality imagery.
Impressive! You are very talented!
Second Place: Staft, Superior
Telegram, Superior

Judge’s Comments: Visually
appealing and high quality and
candid shots that are interesting not
just the typical posed news shots.
Third Place: Staff, 7¢ Lakeland
Times, Minocqua

Judge’s Comments: Very good stuff!
Visually appealing and colorful.
Honorable Mention: Shane
Fitzsimmons, Press Times Staff, 7%e
Press Times, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: Nice work.

General News Story
Division A

First Place: Andrew Bahl, 7be Cap

Times, Madison

Judge’s Comments: The reporter

tound people most affected by the
F-35 fighter jets to tell the story of

what noise pollution at the airport
could mean. The reporting was
thorough, with solid backgrounding
and context.

Second Place: Natalie Eilbert,
Green Bay Press-Gazette, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: Powerful
writing at the top sets the scene for
the Hello Girls. The provides both
the human and historical angles in a
well-written piece.

Third Place: Anna Hansen,
Wisconsin State Journal, Madison
Honorable Mention: Lucas
Robinson, Wisconsin State Journal,

Madison

Division B
First Place: Justin Marville, Oshkosh
Northwestern, Oshkosh
Judge’s Comments: At first blush,
the casual reader might think this is
a sports story; it’s not. It’s a business
story — and it’s exceptionally well-
structured. The first few graphs spell

out the problem and by the fifth
graph you get the underscore: The

General News Story, First Place (Division ()
Oshkosh Herald

owners of the arena have filed for
bankruptcy “while facing litigation.”
'The details that follow simply flesh
out the “rest of the story.” Sports
story? Not at all. Great work.
Second Place: Karen Madden,
Daily Tribune, Wisconsin Rapids
Judge’s Comments: This is how to
start a story: in the first five graphs
you get the people, the problem, the
context and the resolution — and
then the “rest of the story.” Had me
hooked. And for this same reporter
to have been there at the beginning
and at the end is a rarity indeed.
Congratulations.

Third Place: Dan Kitkowski,
EagleHerald, Marinette

Judge’s Comments: This is a classic
news lede: all the facts in the first
graph, including insight into the
officer (“once trusted and respected
sherift’s deputy and school resource
officer”). I would’ve moved info
about the sentencing date and
potential penalty to the third graph.
Honorable Mention: Dan
Kitkowski, EagleHerald, Marinette
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Judge’s Comments: It wasn't the
cleanest lede, but by the time you
get to the third graph, you get the
emotion — which is a cornerstone
of this piece. I'm going to assume
you know your community well,
since you didn’t go into any details
about the “rebound” until much
later in the story. (The sixth graph
only says: (Since that time “thanks
to sweat and tears”. Resolute Forest
Products has been on a steady road
to recovery.) The extensive quotes
were great, albeit a bit exhausting; I
might've summarized some of the
tactual stuft and concentrated on
the human stuff. I also would have
moved the section about “What
caused the fire?” further up in the
story. But this is ALL nitpicking.
Great job about an important story
in town.

Division C
First Place: Bethanie Gengler,
Oshkosh Herald, Oshkosh
Judge’s Comments: Bethanie
Gengler offers a riveting report on
what happened when a complaint
about a Winnebago Circuit judge
was filed, and of the judge’s past
alleged misconduct. After reading
this report, one must ask: How
could voters possibly keep this judge
in office? Excellent reporting! Story
didn’t get front page placement but
deserved it
Second Place: Christina Luick,
News Graphic, Cedarburg
Judge’s Comments: It’s not
uncommon for volunteers to
complain of poor conditions at
animal sanctuaries and shelter,
but clearly the problems at this
tarm in Cedarburg were atrocious.
Luick describes a heart-wrenching
situation with excellent context and
sourcing.

Third Place: Bethanie Gengler,
Neenah News, Neenah

Judge’s Comments: This excellent
in-depth report graphically
describes the abuse of victims

of domestic violence, and how
those victims, under pressure
from their partners, often recant
their allegations. Readers benefit
from knowing this pattern, and
the trouble it causes victims and
prosecutors.

Honorable Mention: Myles
Dannhausen Jr., Peninsula Pulse,
Baileys Harbor

Judge’s Comments: Alcohol
consumption and sales have

long been an obsessive issue in
Wisconsin. Reporter Dannhausen
does a great job explaining the
complexities of the state’s new
alcohol sales regulations, and what
they mean Door County. Great
insights from local sources.

Division D
First Place: Maria Lockwood,
Superior Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: A really strong
story about an incredibly difficult
topic. You did a good job of getting
sources to open up
Second Place: Ian Johanson, 7he
Review, Plymouth
Judge’s Comments: Well done.
You did a great job of taking a

regular court story and turning it into
something that was easy to read and

made the people involved feel very real.

Third Place: Shelley Nelson,
Superior Telegram, Superior

Judge’s Comments: The reporter
did a nice job digging into a
difficult topic. They included many
perspectives, which was important
tor readers to come to a well-
informed opinion

Honorable Mention: Tom

LaVenture, Price County Review,
Phillips

Judge’s Comments: I enjoyed this
story a lot. It was well-constructed
and made me want to read more
about the topic. Nicely done!

Division E
First Place: Kevin Dittman, Oconto
County Reporter, Appleton
Judge’s Comments: This story had
my undivided attention from start to
finish. it was well-written and flowed

very nicely. It explained a variance
process without being boring . .

.which I know from experience is
not easy! With this kind of story it
can be all too easy to take a side and
ether pull at the emotions of hold
someone up for seeking forgiveness
rather than permission. The reporter
did outstanding work in gathering
information and telling both sides of
the story. Great job!

Second Place: Roger Mathews,
Ripon Commonwealth Press, Ripon
Judge’s Comments: This is a

very nicely done tribute to a a
community member. There’s lots of
great information and it flowed well.

General News Story, First Place (Division )
Oconto County Reporter, Appleton
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These stories can be hard to organize
when someone has a multi-faceted
life but the reporter handled this story
well. I really liked the use of quotes.
Organization is strong. Fine work!
Third Place: Valorie Brecht, Tribune
Record Gleaner, Abbotsford

Judge’s Comments: I really liked

the lead! I really like how the story
is told, of the quest for funding and
the various setbacks along the way.
'The story flowed well and was fun
to read. Readers have no idea how
many hoops these kinds of projects’
planners must jump through.

Do watch run-on sentences. I also
liked that you explained the need
for more than one groundbreaking
photo. Good work!

Honorable Mention: Anne
Trautner, Kewaskum Statesman,
Kewaskum

Judge’s Comments: This is a very
nicely done story. I liked the
organization the use of quotes and
how the story flowed. This was fun
to read and really brought the event
alive for the readers. Pictures added
a lot.

Feature Story (Non-profile), First Place (Division A)
Green Bay Press-Gazette

Feature Story
(Non-profile)

Division A

First Place: Natalie Eilbert, Green

Bay Press-Gazette, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: This has well-

rounded reporting that is useful to

readers while maintaining depth.

It is an impactful look at a food

desert/insecurity, it tells how

a local community fridge was

created and is helping people.

Great context, photos and graphic

visualization of the issue. It also

directly draws conclusions based

on how people without vehicles

are impacted. It does a great job of

showing the layers of hunger issues/

intersectionality as well as the other

entities involved, food waste and

teamwork. Another perfect touch

was the contagious element and

how it inspired other areas to look

into similar approaches.

Second Place: Kelli Arseneau, 7he

Post-Crescent, Appleton

Third Place: Natalie Yahr, 7he Cap

Times, Madison

Honorable Mention: Samara Kalk,

Wisconsin State Journal, Madison

Division B
First Place: Daniel Spatchek,
Antigo Daily Journal, Antigo
Second Place: Isabella Kostolni, 74e
Freeman, Waukesha

Third Place: Alex Garner, 7he
Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc

Division C
First Place: Colleen Kottke,
Wisconsin State Farmer, Waupaca

Second Place: Brian Jopek, 7he
Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Third Place: Bethanie Gengler,
Neenah News, Neenah
Honorable Mention: Janelle Fisher,
The Press Times, Green Bay
Division D
First Place: Christopher Clough,
Door County Advocate, Appleton
Judge’s Comments: WOW! Loved
this story. Great balance of quotes
and narrative which really paints a
picture of how Al gets integrated
where we least expect! Your other
two entries also were excellent, but
this seems to be quite timely as we
all adjust to a new Al reality. Nicely
done!
Second Place: Sarah Sabatke, 75e
Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: This was a
wonderful, well-written story. Clearly
a lot of research went into it and a ton
of interviews. Excellent reporting!
Third Place: Mary Thomsen, 75e
Valders Journal, Valders
Judge’s Comments: This was a sweet
story! You did a wonderful job with
balancing quotes and building your
narrative. Well written and fun to
read.
Honorable Mention: Joe Hart, 75e
Boscobel Dial, Boscobel
Judge’s Comments: What a great
story! I enjoyed reading about
something that has so much impact
on our young people. Solid reporting
and great balance of quotes and
narrative.

Division £
First Place: Angie Griepentrog, 7he
Freedom Pursuit, Freedom
Second Place: Kevin Dittman,
Oconto County Reporter, Appleton
Third Place: Cari Cornelius, Sun-
Argus, Spring Valley
Honorable Mention: Regan
Kohler, Spooner Advocate, Spooner
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Feature Story
(Profile)

Division A
First Place: Nicholas Garton, 7he
Cap Times, Madison
Judge’s Comments: The lede and
story focus is powerful without
being over-dramatized.
Second Place: Kendra Meinert,
Green Bay Press-Gazette, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: “It’s America.”
'The writer conveys it.
Third Place: L.A. Sklba, 75e Journal
Times, Racine
Judge’s Comments: Good

presentation and explanations on a
nonobvious topic.

Division B
First Place: Terri Pederson, Daily

Citizen, Beaver Dam

Judge’s Comments: A spare telling,
but it works. I very much wanted to
read this story again.

Second Place: Karen Pilarski, 75e
Freeman, Waukesha

Judge’s Comments: Excellent lede,
well-done throughout.

Third Place: Caitlin Shuda, Wausau
Daily Herald, Wausau

Judge’s Comments: Nuclear energy
tocus was important and covered
well ... but maybe more on Wausau
connections, personality influences.
Honorable Mention: Alex Garner,
The Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: An effective,
moving story.

Division C
First Place: Patti Lee, Neenah News,
Neenah

Judge’s Comments: Beautifully

Feature Story (Profile), First Place (Division A)
The Cap Times, Madison

written, good lead, the copy was
clean and clear. The quotes and
stories are evocative and well told,
but what makes this the winner

is that when I finished reading, I
telt like I had really met this elder
through the profile.

Second Place: Brian Jopek, 7he
Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Judge’s Comments: This was a really
interesting profile, what a character
and what a story. I wanted to follow
it through each jump, which is a
sign of a good story. Well written
and told, and the layout with the
other veteran’s profile was nice as well.
Third Place: Colleen Kottke,
Wisconsin State Farmer, Waupaca
Judge’s Comments: Really lovely
memorial profile, an emotional story
told sensitively. The photos and
layout were well done also, easy to
read and fit smoothly with the story.

Division D
First Place: Ruth Erickson, 7he
Chronotype, Rice Lake

Judge’s Comments: Excellent
Piece. I feared it was going to be

“inspiration porn”. It wasn't. The
best informational quotes. Brava!
Second Place: Adam Krebs, 75e
Monroe Times, Monroe

Judge’s Comments: Extremely rich
piece. I loved reading about these
women and their accomplishments.
Super writing.

Third Place: Eric Johnson, Lake
Geneva Regional News, Lake Geneva
Judge’s Comments: Fun to read.
Extremely well-done. Bravo!!!
Honorable Mention: Kevin
O’Brien, The Record-Review,
Abbotsford

Judge’s Comments: Everything
you ever wanted to know about
bees and didn’t know. Fascinatingly
informative. Great job.

Division E
First Place: Charley Preusser,
Crawford County Independent &3 The
Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills
Judge’s Comments: Stories like
“Boylen” help pass the mantle of
community care from generation to

generation. The way this delightful
teature is structured keeps the reader

Feature Story (Profile), First Place (Division )
Crawford County Independent & The Kickapoo Scout
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engaged all the way through, even if
they've never met Miss Ica. And by
the end, they’ll feel as though they
have.

Second Place: Roger Mathews,
Ripon Commonwealth Press, Ripon
Judge’s Comments: At a time when
so many news stories are about the
things that divide us, this timely
profile of a local physician who goes
out of her way to solve problems
and serve her community was a
refreshing and well-written read.
Third Place: Ginna Young, Courier
Sentinel, Cornell

Judge’s Comments: An unexpectedly
rich look at a community, an annual
shared event, and two people trying
to make life a little more enjoyable
for others...in an unusually short
piece. It’s not easy to fit a feature
story into the inches allotted for a
brief, but this writer pulls it off.
Honorable Mention: Anne
Trautner, Kewaskum Statesman,
Kewaskum

Judge’s Comments: Riveting story,
made relevant through a connection

with COVID-19.

Localized
National Story
Division A
First Place: Jelissa Burns, 7he Post-

Crescent, Appleton

Judge’s Comments:

As personal budgets tighten, so does
altruism. People shift focus to their
own welfare. Using sourced statistics
and perspectives, the reporter wrote
a convincing series about inflation’s
cost to both individuals and society.
Reading her grocery list in the third
and final story made me licking

my lips, especially for Cheez-Its.

Gumshoe reporting rarely fails.

Second Place: Jeft Bollier,
Genevieve Redsten, Green Bay
Press-Gazette, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: Reporter
Bollier made the often confusing
and boring topic of real estate
compelling. For that alone he
deserved something. For doing it
well, he earns my vote for a first-
place award. Chopping the stories
into subsections made it easier to
comprehend and categorize what
can often be a stultifying topic.
Third Place: Andrew Bahl, 7be Cap
Times, Madison

Judge’s Comments: Reporter
obtained local sources to put faces
to national labor statistics and
proposed federal policies.
Honorable Mention: Gazette Staff,
The Gazette, Janesville

Judge’s Comments: A trio of valid,
undramatic and sensationalized
previews of the Milwaukee
convention provide perspective,
review the issues and, in the last of
the stories, insight into what it takes
to maintain law and order and such
events. An unsentimental honorable
mention edged out a competitor’s
retrospective of the civil rights
movement.

Division B
First Place: Audrey Korte, 75e
Chippewa Herald, Chippewa Falls
Judge’s Comments: What an
interesting set of reads! The first
article gives readers a window into
the inspirations and lengths political
supporters will go. It could have
easily been coverage of a presidential
visit as an event. Instead, we quite
literally get to go on a walk with
some of them in one article as they
leave their vehicles behind to make

it in time. The other supporting
articles also give depth and voice to

Localized National Story, First Place (Division D)
The Boscobel Dial

residents out supporting presidential
candidates.

Second Place: Daphne Lemke, 7he
Reporter, Fond du Lac

Third Place: Patti Zarling, Herald

Times Reporter, Manitowoc
Division C
First Place: John Mielke, Peninsula
Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Judge’s Comments: This piece
demonstrates a wonderful
understanding of how a localized
national story can provide local
readers with a better grasp of how
national stories do have an impact
on the local scene. The reporter
clearly spent time with interviews
and research. Excellent piece!
Second Place: Tori Wittenbrock,
The Press Times, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: I don’t usually
consider “sports” a place where I see

a localized story but this piece was
exceptional. I'm not a big football
fan, but the story was intriguing and
kept my interest.

Third Place: Patti Lee, Oshkosh
Herald, Oshkosh

Judge’s Comments: What
communities do for Earth Day and
beyond as the next generations deal
with climate change are important
areas of coverage for local papers.
It’s in the local paper that people
really are motivated to care about
their communities. This was well
written. Great job!

Honorable Mention: Bethanie
Gengler, Neenah News, Neenah
Judge’s Comments: Great work! I
think this likely helped a lot of older
folks be more attentive to possible
scams as well as providing them
with information on preventing
themselves from becoming victims.
'The use of the Victims rights law
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was well researched and explained.
Division D
First Place: Joe Hart, 7he Boscobel
Dial, Boscobel
Judge’s Comments: Note: I
considered these two stories by Joe
Hart together as one entry of up to
3 stories on a topic:
Area district improves behavior with
non-violent methods
Some area schools report high
numbers of forcible methods
An important issue to localize,
with good writing and structure.
I really appreciated the reporting
digging into specifics of restraint
and seclusion at local schools and
asking them to be accountable.
'This series is very impressive. Some
editing errors, but the reporting is
top quality and the issue is vitally
important to the community.
Second Place: Tom Stangl, Justin
Runberg, Amery Free Press, Amery

Judge’s Comments: This was
thorough, informative reporting
localizing and humanizing

what could have been a very dry
national issue of pharmacy benefits
and putting it in context in the
community. It’s so rare to get a
medical business to agree to discuss
a problem like this, and this should
serve as a model for other local
reporters. The only critique I would
offer is that there are a few places
where quoting from the F'TC report
gets pretty dry itself; some judicious
paraphrasing might have read more
smoothly.

Third Place: Ruth Erickson,
Michelle Jensen, The Chronotype,
Rice Lake

Judge’s Comments: Good follow-
through on this set of stories on a
local pastor trapped in Haiti, with

a really interesting account of his
time there, and a great look into the
Haiti conflict through local eyes.
'This kind of reporting does so much

Localized National Story, First Place (Division A)
The Post-Crescent, Appleton

to explain and humanize what could
otherwise be a faraway international
news story.

Honorable Mention: Shelley
Nelson, Superior Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: The set of
stories — preview, main story,

and follow-up — on President
Biden visiting Superior and the
Bipartisan Infrastructure Law was
well executed. The writing was
good, and the retrospective of local
people’s experiences with his visit
was a nice ending to the coverage.
Some editing flaws and at times the
structure seemed unfocused.

Division E
First Place: Nicolette Nauman,
Hillsboro Sentry-Enterprise,
Hillsboro
Judge’s Comments: A clear, first-
hand accounting that provides
background knowledge on a
complex international subject of
historical weight.
Second Place: Gillian Pomplun,
Crawford County Independent &3 The
Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills

Judge’s Comments: A concise story
that brings school shootings into

focus without having to endure a
tragedy locally.

Third Place: Jordan Derrick,
Crawford County Independent & The
Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills

Judge’s Comments: Captured the
mood without an overuse of quotes.
Could’ve used a bit more detail at
the end.

Honorable Mention: Roger
Mathews, Ripon Commonwealth
Press, Ripon

Judge’s Comments: Good examples of
a local connection to a national story,
and it provided several ways to help.

Sports News Story
Division A

First Place: Nile McNair, Wisconsin
State Journal, Madison
Judge’s Comments: Effectively told.
Good quotes throughout.
Second Place: Tim Seeman, 7%e
Gazette, Janesville

Judge’s Comments: Excellent lede on
the main piece. Smooth transitions.
Third Place: Mark McMullen,
Wisconsin State Journal, Madison
Judge’s Comments: Thorough

coverage.

Sports News Story (Non-profile), First Place (Division C)
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington
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Honorable Mention: Scott Venci,
Green Bay Press-Gazette, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: Good
backgrounder, including salary
information.

Division B
First Place: Matt Lehmann,
EagleHerald, Marinette
Judge’s Comments: For all of his
submissions, he makes the article
engaging and interesting - even
when I didn’t really care about the
sport!
Second Place: Matt Lehmann,
EagleHerald, Marinette

Third Place: Matt Lehmann,
EagleHerald, Marinette

Division C
First Place: Mitch Maersch,
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington
Judge’s Comments: The writing in
the story held up to the brilliant
headline. Great blend of play-by-
play expected in a news story with
comments from players to make a
lively narrative.
Second Place: Zach Rastall, Monroe
County Herald, Sparta
Judge’s Comments: Nice
combination of competition drama,
statistics and background.
Third Place: Janelle Fisher, 75e Press
Times, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: Really liked the
strong lead to take the readers into
the action-packed story.

Division D
First Place: Reagan Hoverman,
Superior Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: I love sports
writing that goes beyond the game
to explore relationships, and this

does exactly that. My favorite line:
“Adding a few pounds of muscle

has been important, but the weight
room represents far more than
that. It’s about the chemistry and
camaraderie they’ve built through
hard work, more than the actual free
weights and iron plates scattered
across the floor.”
Second Place: Natalie Dillon, 75e
Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: Nice job
digging deep to talk to so many
people that have been involved in
the program over the years. Very
thorough coverage.
Third Place: Reagan Hoverman,
Superior Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: Anyone can
write about wins and losses, but
it’s much more fun to read about
people, and this story goes beyond
the score to explore the relationship
between brothers who led a team to
a championship.
Honorable Mention: Joe Peine, 7he
Pierce County Journal, Ellsworth
Judge’s Comments: Good information
here. I'm glad you got comments from
opposing coaches who could speak to
what they saw from the coach who
was let go. I'm assuming you filed a
FOIA for the letter and had a follow-
up story on this?

Division £
First Place: Zach Rastall, Hillsboro
Sentry-Enterprise, Hillsboro
Judge’s Comments: When you read
this sports story about the state
volleyball championship comeback
win you feel like you are at the
Resch Center and part of the action.
'That is why this piece is awarded first
place. Great photo work to support a
good story too. Very good work.
Second Place: Nicolette Nauman,
Hillsboro Sentry-Enterprise, Hillsboro

Judge’s Comments: This is a very
solid story about a special young

man who has made the most out

of an unfortunate situation. Well
written and a great story.

Third Place: Jeremy Mayo, Zhe
Northwoods River News, Minocqua
Judge’s Comments: This story made
the swim meet interesting. It is well
worth the read. Good look at the
team, the girls and a good job telling
how they feel.

Honorable Mention: Mark Nesbitt,
The Oregon Observer, Oregon

Judge’s Comments: Girls wrestling
is an up and coming sport and this
story does a good job making us
aware of that. A good read and a
good look at the future of the sport.

Sports
Feature Story

Division A

Sports News Story, First Place (Division E)
Hillsboro Sentry-Enterprise
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First Place: Ryan Wood, Green Bay

Press-Gazette, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: Very well

written, a clear winner

Second Place: Peter Jackel, 75e

Journal Times, Racine

Judge’s Comments: Nice feature.

Honorable Mention: Sean Davis,

Wisconsin State Journal, Madison
Division B

First Place: Matt Lehmann,

EagleHerald, Marinette

Judge’s Comments: Love this

story and honoring such a great

guy who gave his time to help the

community.

Second Place: Justin Marville,

Oshkosh Northwestern, Oshkosh

Judge’s Comments: Like the tie to

the local community.

Third Place: Mark McMullen,

Daily Citizen, Beaver Dam

Judge’s Comments: This must have

been hard to do - kudos to the

athlete and the writer for getting
him to share his story.

Division C
First Place: Audrey Schiek, 75e
Press Times, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: What a great
story and an equally great way of
telling it. Not only well written but

also written from the heart. An
inspiring subject whose story was
well told.

Second Place: Herb Gould,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Judge’s Comments: America needs
baseball at the grass roots level and
this writer brings that out perfectly.
Just give me a place to play and

a team to play on and I will be a
happy person...that’s the message

which was told well here. Play ball!!!
Third Place: Brett LaBore, 75¢
Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Judge’s Comments: Amateur boxing
is hard as this story points out and it
takes a very unique and committed
group to make it work. This story
goes deep into the world of amateur
boxing and lets the reader know
how difficult of a sport it is. Well
worth the read.

Honorable Mention: Zach Rastall,
Monroe County Herald, Sparta
Judge’s Comments: Lemons to
lemonade type of story told very
well. Nice to see a young person
who refuses to give up be written
about. Inspiring and very well
written piece of sports writing.

Division D
First Place: Reagan Hoverman,

Superior Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: This story puts

you in the office with the coach. You
see what he sees, you feel what he
teels — that’s great writing.
Second Place: Benjamin Pierce,
Trempealeau County Times,
Whitehall

Judge’s Comments: What a story!
Great job capturing the emotion of
a young man playing in front of his
father for the first time.

Third Place: Dave Boehler, 7e
Review, Plymouth

Judge’s Comments: Wow, sometimes
the topic is just so compelling,

and that’s the case here. A teenage
girl overcomes a heart attack and
eventually a heart transplant — really
puts things into perspective.
Honorable Mention: Dave
Greschner, The Chronotype, Rice Lake
Judge’s Comments: There were 4-5
entries I considered for this spot
but what really got me about this

Sports Feature Story, First Place (Division )
Superior Telegram

was how the author did a great
job highlighting the stresses of the
athletic director position and how
that all melted away as the subject
retired and began a new career
building fishing rods.

Division
First Place: Jonathan Bailey, Ripon
Commonwealth Press, Ripon
Judge’s Comments: A multifaceted
story about a coach that takes readers
to various aspects of life and sport.
Second Place: Neal Hogden, 75e
Tribune-Phonograph, Abbotsford
Judge’s Comments: Took us onto
the field, back in time and forward to
retirement with an inspiring coach.
Third Place: Jeremy Mayo, 7he
Northwoods River News, Minocqua
Judge’s Comments: A unique view
from the officiating team with
engaging writing and solid reporting.
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Breaking News
Reporting
Division A

First Place: Katie Garcia, Ryan
Spoehr, Karyn Saemann, Anthony
Wahl, 7he Gazette, Janesville
Judge’s Comments: “I grabbed the
kids and ran.” Yeah, that’s breaking
news.
Second Place: Staff, 75¢ Post-
Crescent, Appleton
Judge’s Comments: Coverage
from all perspectives. Profiled an
anguished, elderly female flood
victim without belaboring nor
dramatizing her loss.
Third Place: Staff, Wisconsin State
Journal, Madison
Judge’s Comments: Third only
because the scene of the action was
centralized and therefore easier to
cover logistically, unlike the first and

second-place coverage of natural
disasters.

Division B
First Place: Alisa Schafer, Brandon
Reid, Herald Times Reporter,
Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: This series of

pieces followed a story of a missing

3-year-old boy, through to the

latest coverage during the Better
Newspapers Contest period.

First, we should salute the reporter’s
ongoing coverage of what must
have been a challenging and

taxing reality as a human tasked
with reporting on the events that
took place. The reporter presented
information clearly to readers while
showing context and nuance. This
coverage gave basic details at first
on the search with info on how

people can help look for the missing

child. Later, readers get follow-up

coverage that includes the picture of

residents coming together to search
and hold vigils. All of the coverage
is presented in an easy to read/
organized way, including the “what
we learned” from court documents
section. It is also transparent with
readers, guiding them and defining
why the articles do/don’t have
certain information like when court
documents are sealed, but criminal
complaints were available and
obtained. Readers are also privy

to basic explanations that easily
translate what could have been
complex court jargon/legalese that
most people aren’t familiar with.
Second Place: Daphne Lemke, 75e
Reporter, Fond du Lac

Third Place: Dan Kitkowski,
EagleHerald, Marinette

Breaking News Reporting, First Place (Division A)
The Gazette, Janesville

Breaking News Reporting, First Place (Division )
The Tribune-Phonograph, Abbotsford

Division C
First Place: Brian Jopek, Zhe
Lakeland Times, Minocqua
Second Place: Luke Klink,
Ladysmith News, Ladysmith
'Third Place: Debra Fitzgerald,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor

Honorable Mention: Brian Jopek,
The Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Division D
First Place: Adam Krebs, 75¢
Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: Extraordinary
reporting with a personal element,

mixed with a history lesson and
national and international sources.

Went online to see if she is still alive.

Second Place: PJ. Glisson, 75e
Globe, Ironwood

Judge’s Comments: Well-rounded
reporting, with local quotes and
documentation. It helps when the
reporter is already on scene!
Third Place: Shelley Nelson,
Superior Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: Good

explanation of a touchy political

subject.
Honorable Mention: Adam Krebs,
The Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: Provided good
coping resources following such a
tragic loss.

Division E
First Place: Neal Hogden,
Nathaniel Underwood, 7he Tribune-
Phonograph, Abbotsford
Judge’s Comments: Quality writing
makes these stories easy to read.
Nice job.
Second Place: Valorie Brecht,
Tribune Record Gleaner, Abbotsford
Judge’s Comments: This brought
the family to the reader. Liked the
extended coverage on the other
tornadoes.
Third Place: Diane Everson, 75
Edgerton Reporter, Edgerton
Judge’s Comments: Good, well-
rounded coverage. Prefer “wreaked”
over “wreck.” Thought the “scaries”
should have quotation marks.
Honorable Mention: Ginna Young,
Courier Sentinel, Cornell
Judge’s Comments: This was a
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tough call, and would have ranked
higher in a less-competitive field.

Investigative
Reporting
Daily Division

First Place: Lucas Robinson,
Wisconsin State Journal, Madison
Judge’s Comments: This is an
extremely well-crafted piece,
weaving facts with the human
factor; providing in-depth
information about the situation
without getting many officials
to go on the record — or even
respond to requests for interviews
and/or information. Yet you got
the answers. This is investigative
journalism at its best.
Second Place: Erin McGroarty, Zhe
Cap Times, Madison
Judge’s Comments: Now this
is how you do an investigation:
clearly identify the problem and/
or conflict, do the research, find
knowledgeable/credible sources and
get them on the record, ask probing
questions, seek clarity and report
the facts, backed by statistics —
and then lay out the story in a way
that can be easily digested by the
reader. It was telling that “the DOC
would not allow The Cap Times to
interview the warden at Taycheedah
Correctional Institution about this
issue.” Erin clearly did everything
she could to flesh out this gripping
story — trying to make these
women “count.”
Third Place: Allison Garfield, 75e
Cap Times, Madison
Judge’s Comments: This is a
compelling story with multiple
angles: the economic realities facing
owners and investors — which
are demonstrably at odds; the
human tales of life in a “trailer”
community; the feeling of being

trapped. Allison does a great job
weaving through those (and other
strands) without losing track of the
story. She also did her homework in
seeking “interviews with the owners
or property managers of all four
mobile home parks in Madison.”
Interestingly, she said one owner did
answer questions, but then “asked
not to be included in the article.”
Allison did a great working around
this by using what the owner said
while she was on the record —
learning that she “is trying to sell
the park and has several potential
buyers, large and small, both in

and out of state.” Finally, doing the
research into the national “boot
camp” for aspiring mobile home
park investors run by Mobile Home
University was a masterstroke —
providing insight into that side of
the economic ledger.

Honorable Mention: Kelli Arseneau,
The Post-Crescent, Appleton

Judge’s Comments: Very well

done. Great job in reporting the
facts “including detailed reviews

of as many state jails as possible”
interwoven with the personal tales
of those on both sides of those
visits. I got a true sense of the
implied conflict that exists with
jails that don’t allow in-person visits
and get a slice of the revenue from
video visits. Not to mention that
some contracts with video providers
prohibit jails from even offering in-
person. Talk about creating a literal
captive audience.

Division C
First Place: Douglas Etten, Vilas
County News-Review, Eagle River
Judge’s Comments: Good job
springing facts to prove deniers
are lying. Goes to show how much
of good reporting depends on the
ability to obtain information which,

in turn, is often due to building
trust with knowledgeable sources.

I've never known of a love affair that
“festered”.

Second Place: Shereen Siewert,
Wausau Pilot and Review, Wausau
Judge’s Comments: Lead pipe
replacement is an important matter
for every community. Fortunately
tor the people of Wausau, an
alderman raised questions about a
questionable contractor which the
newspaper largely answered.

Third Place: Richard Moore, 7he
Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Judge’s Comments:

Using the word, “caper,”is cutesy
and too close to a criminal
accusation to be used in a story
where no charges are lodged
against a seemingly meddling in
government business by people
whose time is over. But generally
well written. Good work opening
the matter to public purview.
Honorable Mention: Kris LLeonhardst,
The Press Times, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: I wish I'd
reported, “city work crews discovered
a leg, hand and rib cage while ...
performing utility work.” I would
have placed that higher in the story,

tied it to the cemetery walk, and
then dived into the generations-old
retrospective. Interesting story about
local history.

Division DE

First Place: Raymond Rivard, Tom
Stangl, Amery Free Press, Amery
Judge’s Comments: I'd have
punched up the lede to flash the
issue of political types hiding
behind mailers. And been more
aggressive with the funders despite
their unwillingness to comment. But
that’s me. The owner of the paper
for which I report tells me I try to
put “too many nails in the coffin.”
Second Place: Tom Stangl, Justin
Runberg, Amery Free Press, Amery
Judge’s Comments: The school
district may not want public
information released to the public,
but fortunately the newspaper does.
Third Place: Angie Griepentrog,
The Freedom Pursuit, Freedom
Judge’s Comments: This isn't all that
investigative, in the typical sense
investigative journalism has come
to mean. So what. Congrats to the

Investigative Reporting, First Place (Division DE)
Amery Free Press
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reporter for beating the town, so

to speak, but reporting news from
police reports is routine. Warning:
Cribbing information from other
media outlets, as is reported in part
two of the submission, isn’t kosher.

Enterprise/
Interpretive
Reporting
Division A

First Place: David Wahlberg,
Wisconsin State Journal, Madison
Judge’s Comments: Really
compelling interviews, figures and
layout. The interviews with the
families are so raw and provide
the connection readers need to
understand the magnitude of this
issue.
Second Place: Kimberly Wethal,
Wisconsin State Journal, Madison
Judge’s Comments: Great

multimedia package. The videos,

including the youth panel, really

help to bring this story to life as well
as the excellent graphics, photos and
storytelling. Strong work.

Third Place: Caden Perry, La Crosse
Tribune, La Crosse

Judge’s Comments: Great package.
Comprehensive coverage, great
photography, layout, videos,
photography and storytelling.
Honorable Mention: Tyler
Katzenberger, The Cap Times,
Madison

Judge’s Comments: Important

and meaningful storytelling and
historical perspective.

Division B
First Place: Daphne Lemke, 75e
Reporter, Fond du Lac
Judge’s Comments: I thought this
was very interesting and well-
researched reporting on this topic.
Second Place: Alex Garner, 7he
Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc

Third Place: Justin Marville,
Oshkosh Northwestern, Oshkosh

Division C

Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting, First Place (Division B)
The Reporter, Fond du Lac

First Place: Bill Schanen IV,
Kristyn Halbig Ziehm, Ozaukee
Press, Port Washington

Second Place: Peter Weinschenk,
Shereen Siewert, Wausau Pilot and
Review, Wausau

Third Place: Trevor Greene, The
Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Division D
First Place: Shelley Nelson,
Superior Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: Strong
reporting and good interviews
highlight a community problem
and, importantly, possible solutions.
Second Place: Todd Bergmann, 7he
Valders Journal, Valders
Judge’s Comments: Highly
informative stories that many

parents will read with interest.
Honorable Mention: Shelley

Nelson, Superior Telegram, Superior

Judge’s Comments: Well reported.
Division £

First Place: Jordan Derrick,

Crawford County Independent & The

Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills

Judge’s Comments: Clear

explanations of something most

people may not think about. Kudos

to the lunch staff.

Second Place: Gillian Pomplun,

Crawford County Independent &3 The

Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills

Judge’s Comments: Good for you,

for highlighting open meetings’

requirements.

Third Place: Valorie Brecht, Tribune

Record Gleaner, Abbotsford

Judge’s Comments: Makes clear

the need for victim services in

contrast with the funding available.

Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting, First Place (Division D)
Superior Telegram
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Would’ve been nice to hear from
some victims (anonymously) who
received services.

Environmental
Reporting
Division A
First Place: Miquéla Thornton, 7he

Cap Times, Madison

Judge’s Comments: This piece shows
context and nuances of conventional
and green burial practices. It does

a great job informing readers on
how realities, perceptions and
expectations are changing and
residents are impacted. Readers

are welcomed to the topic through
the lens of early adopters of green
burials, and taken on a journey that
shows where nature and humanity
are connected through death. Death
and funeral traditions are a delicate
topic to tackle, and this reporter
does it in an engaging and human
way that weaves in anecdotes and
statistics of a changing practice.
Second Place: Jana Rose Schleis,
Andrew Bahl, 7be Cap Times,
Madison

Third Place: Andrew Bahl, 7be Cap
Times, Madison

Honorable Mention: Jana Rose

Schleis, 7he Cap Times, Madison
Division B
First Place: Patti Zarling, Herald
Times Reporter, Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: The reporter
took news of fragments from a
buried forest and turned it into a
history lesson for readers. Great
context of what happened in

Wisconsin and this region in
particular.

Second Place: Alex Garner, 7he

Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc

Judge’s Comments: Water quality

is important. This story delves into
what’s being done to protect and
improve it.

Third Place: Alex Garner, 7he
Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc
Honorable Mention: Patti Zarling,
Herald Times Reporter, Manitowoc

Division C
First Place: Debra Fitzgerald,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Judge’s Comments: This is a
standout story in a category with

some very strong contenders.

I really liked the personal story that

Environmental Reporting, First Place (Division B)
Herald Times Reporter, Manitowoc

tied in history with current efforts
to clean up years of contamination.
'The rest of the story was well
sourced and well organized. The
story was very engaging due to this
work. Outstanding job!

Second Place: Debra Fitzgerald,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Judge’s Comments: This is another
outstanding story from Peninsula
Pulse. I liked the organization and
the use of sources and quotes. The
lead pulled me in right away. All
too often environmental stories can
be highly technical and not get the
human cost across. This one checks
all of the boxes for me, explaining
why beach water monitoring is so
crucial. Great work!

Third Place: Janelle Fisher, 7be Press
Times, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: The lead is super
boring but the rest of the story is
great. (Worry less about meeting
dates and more about why a wet
detention pond is important.) The
story has lots of great information,
the writing is strong and it “Hows”
quite well. (Could not resist.) I
especially liked how the options
were spelled out. Fine work!
Honorable Mention: Shereen
Siewert, Wausau Pilot and Review,
Wausau

Judge’s Comments: This is a very
solid package of stories. Most are
well written. But spell out your
acronyms and tell us what the
chemical compounds are. Even one
line about potential health impacts
would add a lot.

Division D
First Place: Shelley Nelson,
Superior Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: An excellent

range of sources used to tell the
story in an engaging way with

elements of science, indigenous

knowledge, policy and programs.

Second Place: Joe Hart, 7he Boscobel

Dial, Boscobel

Judge’s Comments: Lively writing

helps make nature relatable here.

Third Place: Joe Hart, 7he Boscobel

Dial, Boscobel

Judge’s Comments: A comprehensive

piece on the subject with an admirable

variety of sources.

Honorable Mention: James Card,

Waupaca County Post, Waupaca
Division B

First Place: Alex Prochaska, Valley

Sentinel, Spring Green

Judge’s Comments: Good,

informative story. I felt like I had

learned a lot just by reading this

story.

Second Place: Heather Schaefer,

The Northwoods River News,

Rhinelander

Judge’s Comments: A very in-depth

look at a very serious issue.

Third Place: Cheyenne Thomas,

Tribune Record Gleaner, Abbotsford

Ongoing/Extended
Coverage
Division A

First Place: Jillian Craig, Kenosha
News, Kenosha
Judge’s Comments: Important topic,
well written and well organized
follow through.

Second Place: Lindsay Christians,
The Cap Times, Madison
Judge’s Comments: Coverage
organized and well written. New
information throughout.

Third Place: Caden Perry, La Crosse

Tribune, La Crosse
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Judge’s Comments: This

coverage could easily have been
“sensationalized,” but was covered
clearly and well-sourced.
Honorable Mention: Danielle
DuClos, Green Bay Press-Gazette,
Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: Solid reporting,
great follow-through.

Division B
First Place: Jamie Rokus, Karen
Madden, Wausau Daily Herald,
Wausau
Second Place: Caitlin Shuda,
Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield
Third Place: Justin Marville,
Oshkosh Northwestern, Oshkosh
Honorable Mention: Dan

Kitkowski, Erin Noha, EagleHerald,
Marinette

Division C
First Place: Kris Leonhardt, Janelle
Fisher, Shane Fitzsimmons, 7he
Press Times, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: This ongoing
coverage of the Green Bay
Correctional Institution showcases
community action, empathy and
awareness of residents, inmates
and area leadership while also
recognizing the hurdles and
historical context involved. It
shows the issue through a number
of angles while both asking and
answering valid questions without
hesitation.
Second Place: Kaity Coisman,
Shirley Prudhomme, Peshtigo Times,
Peshtigo
Third Place: Bill Schanen IV,
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington
Honorable Mention: Fred
Williston, The Lakeland Times,

Minocqua

Division D
First Place: Kevin O'Brien, Casey
Krautkramer, 7he Record-Review,
Abbotsford
Judge’s Comments: A well
developed, on-going story. Lots
of good background information
and detail to help understand this
complex situation.
Second Place: Ryan Urban, Jim
Bell, Barron News-Shield, Barron
Third Place: Tom LaVenture, Price
County Review, Phillips

Division E
First Place: Alex Prochaska,
Luukas Palm-Leis, Taylor Scott,
Nicole Aimone, Valley Sentinel,
Spring Green
Judge’s Comments: What a mess!
Credit to you for keeping track of

the mayhem. Good luck to all those
in Arena.

Second Place: Gillian Pomplun,
Ambrosia Wojahn, Crawford
County Independent 3 The Kickapoo
Scout, Gays Mills

Judge’s Comments: Jam-packed!
Dogged reporting on an issue that
directly impacts residents. Could
use some more explanations of
acronyms and perhaps a sidebar on
the longer stories.

Third Place: Valorie Brecht, Tribune
Record Gleaner, Abbotsford

Judge’s Comments: Good coverage
of the two districts wrestling with
consolidation issues.

Honorable Mention: Gillian
Pomplun, Crawford County
Independent & The Kickapoo Scout,
Gays Mills

Judge’s Comments: Good stick-
to-itiveness on this reporter’s

part. Good lessons in geology,
government finance.

Ongoing/Extended Coverage, First Place (Division B)
Wausau Daily Herald

Health Coverage
Division A
First Place: Benita Mathew, Green
Bay Press-Gazette, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments:
'This was an extremely difficult

category to judge and the entries
were very strong.

In “Care of our elders,” on older
adults and suicide, it blends and
weaves statistics, experts’ insights
and a focal point person who

can speak to their experiences ad
an older adult and their mental
health journey/transformations

and changes over time. Far from
blaming individual older adults for
not seeking help or compounding
their mental health with alcohol
and life choices, readers learn how
layered the issue is. There is also

a helpful section on vital mental
health resources for residents. In
another piece of this news package,
we have something news stories
really, really need to be doing

more often but too regularly fail

at: talking to the marginalized
individuals experiencing the topics
we cover. This piece interviews an
older person with schizophrenia
and an advocate who shares his
experiences. Readers have a chance
to hear about the intersectional
parts of aging, mental health, health
care, and changes to psychiatric
standards. Too often we talk to

the experts about groups of people
like our focal person here, but not
as often do we talk to the people
themselves. And for a number of
reasons, people with mental illnesses
are often a hard one to talk with
people to get their firsthand stories.
Great work!

Second Place: Erin McGroarty, 7he
Cap Times, Madison

Third Place: Benita Mathew, Green

Bay Press-Gazette, Green Bay
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Division B
First Place: Caitlin Shuda,
Marshfield News-Herald, Marshfield
Judge’s Comments: In-depth
look at the rural health care crisis
in Wisconsin, what it means for
patients and whether anything
could change. Strong reporting
paints a clear and scary picture.
Second Place: Erin Noha,
EagleHerald, Marinette
Judge’s Comments: Being pregnant
in a rural area is rife with challenges.
This series tackles those challenges
while also celebrating the teamwork
of rural providers. Reporter did a
great job of telling the stories of
people affected by the limited care
options.
Third Place: Terri Pederson, Daily
Citizen, Beaver Dam
Judge’s Comments: Nice feature
on how two doctors developed a
solution to a young girl’s brain issue
and years later the young woman is
thriving.
Honorable Mention: Ethan Duran,
The Daily Reporter, Milwaukee

Division C
First Place: Rick Cohler, 75e Press
Times, Green Bay
Second Place: Olivia Coffin, 7he
Press Times, Green Bay
Third Place: Luke Klink, Ladysmith
News, Ladysmith

Honorable Mention: Dan Benson,
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington

Division D
First Place: Kenton Troutman, T /e
Chetek Alert, Chetek
Judge’s Comments: A crucial issue
in small and rural communities is
lack of health care. This extensive

and continued coverage of the local
impacts of ongoing clinic closings

is important. The writing is solid,
and the reporting is very thorough
and well-balanced, though there are
minor editing errors and the print
layout is too compact in places.
Photo selection and captions are
informative. Good follow-through
on the labor and delivery story and
its connections to the larger issues.
Second Place: Tom LaVenture,
Price County Review, Phillips
Judge’s Comments: Nice layout
with plenty of space and a themed
masthead that caught the eye. The
quotes were occasionally hard to
tollow, although the writing did
work to contextualize them. Good
callouts of community resources and
connections provided depth. Telling
these kinds of personal stories in a
relatable and vivid way can educate
readers on what cancer can look like
in women, contributing to public
health.

Third Place: Michelle Jensen, 75e
Chronotype, Rice Lake

Judge’s Comments: Ongoing and
significant coverage of medical
closures in the area, an important
topic for rural health. Generally
nice clean layout, some editing
errors, but solid writing providing

Health Coverage, First Place (Division B)
Marshfield News-Herald

lots of context and local expertise.
Extensive informational quotes

might be better paraphrased, and

a wider variety of sources in some Second Place: Cari Cornelius, Sun-

places could add balance. Aprgus, Spring Valley
Honorable Mention: Sarah Nigbor, Judge’s Comments: Really

The Pierce County Journal, Ellsworth
Judge’s Comments: Mental

health awareness for farmers is

an example of a story that has
potential for significant public
impact. The reporting gave in-
depth local context and plenty of
good information, and displayed
sensitivity to a difficult topic. This
rates an honorable mention due to
the writing suffering from lack of
clarity and structure. Overall, good
work on an under-covered topic
that deserves recognition.

story months later, and the editorial
addressing the weight of the issue to
the community.

important story, covered with the
attention it required. Clear writing
and solid reporting that worked to
present both parties’ statements in
context to give readers a clear and
balanced picture.

Third Place: Charley Preusser,
Crawford County Independent & The

Division E
First Place: Nicole Aimone, Valley
Sentinel, Spring Green
Judge’s Comments: Dedicated
coverage over several months on
the crucial issue of supporting rural
EMS services. The writing is clear
and the reporting is a thorough look
into costs, budget impacts, and local
political decisions. I appreciated
seeing the follow-through on the

Health Coverage, First Place (Division C)
The Press Times, Green Bay
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Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills

Judge’s Comments: Good reporting
laying out the physical and financial
impact on the community. Well
contextualized and the writing was
clear and informative.

Reporting on Local
Government
Division A

First Place: Jesse Lin, Green Bay
Press-Gazette, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: Jesse Lin is a
gumshoe reporter. An on-scene guy.
At street corners, the city hall lobby.
I wish my stop sign stories were as
good as his.

Second Place: Kylie Balk-Yaatenen,
Ryan Spoehr, Tbe Gazette, Janesville
Judge’s Comments: Another
instance of unforeseen consequences.
Forbidding a landlord to own rental
properties results in his selling his
rental properties and the likelihood
of tenants being put on the street.
I'd like to read more comments from
the authorities whose legal ruling is
leading to the evictions.

Third Place: Sophia Voight, 7he
Post-Crescent, Appleton

Judge’s Comments: Interesting story
with analysis about fallout from
national political and social issues
resulting in a shortage of candidates
tor local offices.

Division B
First Place: Karen Madden, Daily
Tribune, Wisconsin Rapids
Judge’s Comments: Lucid explanation
of how voting machines work.
Second Place: Dan Kitkowski,
EagleHerald, Marinette

Judge’s Comments: Good reporting
of government business.

Third Place: Alisa Schafer, Herald
Times Reporter, Manitowoc

Judge’s Comments: The focus

in the first of these three stories
shouldn’t be just a projected budget
deficit due to some sort of screw up,
but, importantly, the fact that the
municipal administrator claiming
responsibility won't explain why.
Apparently, the reporter didn’t press
the question. What is reported,
however, is reportedly clearly,
although passively. Overall, however,
a readable, workmanlike trio of
entries warranting recognition.
Honorable Mention: Daniel

Spatchek, Antigo Daily Journal,
Antigo

Division C
First Place: Kristyn Halbig Ziehm,
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington
Judge’s Comments: Excellent
work on all of the stories. Clear,
informative, quality journalism that
stood out among all of the entries
reviewed.
Second Place: Shereen Siewert,
Wausau Pilot and Review, Wausau
Judge’s Comments: Terrific example
of sharp, detailed journalism. Really

impressive work.

Reporting on Local Government, First Place (Division D)
The Pierce County Journal

Honorable Mention: Kevin
Boneske, Peninsula Pulse, Baileys
Harbor

Judge’s Comments: Solid coverage
of community issues. Clearly
detailed reporting

Division D
First Place: Sarah Nigbor, 75e
Pierce County Journal, Ellsworth
Judge’s Comments: Nice package
of stories about the workings
of government. Good mix of
background information and
timelines to help the reader
understand the situations.
Second Place: Michelle Jensen, Zhe
Chronotype, Rice Lake

Third Place: Joe Hart, The Boscobel
Dial, Boscobel

Division E
First Place: Roger Mathews, Ripon
Commonwealth Press, Ripon
Judge’s Comments: Incredibly solid
reporting and stood out amongst
all entries. Very well written.
Impressive work.
Second Place: Jonathan Stefonek,
Lodi Enterprise and Poynette Press,
Lodi
Judge’s Comments: Excellent
reporting across multiple meetings
on a local hot-button issue.
Third Place: Ethan Ferrell, 75e
Herald-Independent and The
McFarland Thistle, Cottage Grove
Judge’s Comments: Terrific work
especially the explanations of the
TIF & TID.
Honorable Mention: Heather
Schaefer, The Northwoods River
News, Rhinelander
Judge’s Comments: Great detail,
very informative, well structured,
helped me feel a part of the
community through the reporting
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Reporting on Local
Education
Division A

First Place: Kimberly Wethal,
Wisconsin State Journal, Madison
Judge’s Comments: Strong reporting
and writing on an issue that affects
rural communities. The reporter
writes with authority while ensuring
the people aftected are centered.
Second Place: Kayla Huynh, 75e
Cap Times, Madison

Judge’s Comments: The piece on
new mandated approaches on
teaching literacy provided great
context on both the why and how.
Other pieces are watchdog in nature
and serve community well.

Third Place: Rebecca Loroff, The
Post-Crescent, Appleton
Honorable Mention: Abbey

Machtig, Wisconsin State Journal,
Madison

Division B
First Place: Alex Garner, The

Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: Good variety

of topics, told with the parents and
taxpayers in mind.

Second Place: Daphne Lemke, The
Reporter, Fond du Lac

Judge’s Comments: Nice variety of
concise reporting.

Third Place: Justin Marville,
Oshkosh Northwestern, Oshkosh
Judge’s Comments: Good variety
of higher ed and K-12 topics,

told with a strong voice and good
organization.

Honorable Mention: Audrey

Korte, The Chippewa Herald,
Chippewa Falls

Division C
First Place: Bethanie Gengler,
Neenah News, Neenah
Judge’s Comments: Great variety of
topics, well covered.
Second Place: Jonathan Richie,
Oshkosh Herald, Oshkosh
Judge’s Comments: Nice variety of
topics, presented with clarity and
insight. Student viewpoints would
benefit coverage.
Third Place: Kris Leonhardt, The
Press Times, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: Nice variety
and writing; try harder to get the

Reporting on Local Education, First Place (Division E)
The Verona Press

student viewpoint in the stories.
Division D

First Place: Maria Lockwood,

Superior Telegram, Superior

Judge’s Comments: What stood

out with these entries was the clear

writing, excellent reporting and

diversity in coverage.

Second Place: Adam Krebs, The

Monroe Times, Monroe

Third Place: Sarah Nigbor, Z%e

Pierce County Journal, Ellsworth

Honorable Mention: Benjamin
Pierce, Trempealeau County Times,

Whitehall

Division E
First Place: Mad Bergstrom, 75e
Verona Press, Verona
Judge’s Comments: These entries
clearly stood out among the
competitors because they focused
less on process and more on the
students and student support.
Excellent supporting fact boxes in
the homeless awareness story. I was
hoping to see a quote or two from
the students on the winning team
in the academic competition story,
but the fact that the story centers on
students is great.
Second Place: Hayley Hodsdon,
Sun Prairie Star, Sun Prairie

Third Place: Heather Schaefer, 75e
Northwoods River News, Minocqua

Business Coverage
Division A
First Place: Barry Adams, Wisconsin
State Journal, Madison
Judge’s Comments: Strong
reporting on issues of interest to
readers, from a housing proposal

drawing criticism to the anniversary
of New Glarus. Reporter uses

numbers to add authority to the
storytelling.
Second Place: Jeff Bollier, Green
Bay Press-Gazette, Green Bay
Third Place: Samara Kalk,
Wisconsin State Journal, Madison
Honorable Mention: Richard
Ryman, Green Bay Press-Gazette,
Green Bay

Division B
First Place: Alex Garner, The
Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: The story on the
liquor license dispute was thorough,
touching on several key issues.
Also, story about unpaid wages was
straight-forward and thorough.
Second Place: Ethan Duran, 7he
Daily Reporter, Milwaukee
Judge’s Comments: Marijuana
in the workplace is an issue for
employers. This story does a fine
job laying out potential challenges
and warns employees to know the
policies related to their jobs.
Third Place: Caitlin Shuda, Stevens
Point Journal, Stevens Point

Honorable Mention: Jamie Rokus,
Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau

Division C
First Place: Colleen Kottke,
Wisconsin State Farmer, Waupaca
Judge’s Comments: Good variety
of articles written with the reader
in mind. Well organized and
demonstrate solid interviewing
skills.
Second Place: Kristyn Halbig
Ziehm, Ozaukee Press, Port
Washington
Judge’s Comments: Nice selection
of business-related articles, from
breaking news to features.
Third Place: Betsy Lecy, Peninsula
Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Judge’s Comments: Solid features,
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Amery Free Press

First Place ......cccocvieueunnee Investigative Reporting
Second Place................... Localized National Story
Second Place......cccocoveeiucucunununanes Spot News Photo
Second Place..........ccccuu.c. Investigative Reporting
Antigo Daily Journal

First Place .....ccocceuuuee Feature Story (Non-profile)
Third Place.................. Best Newspaper Promotion
Honorable Mention................. Reporting on Local
Government

Barron News-Shield

Second Place......ccccocceuemnecrrunicrennee. Editorial Award
Second Place.......ccccoeeueueivnncncccnnne Local Column
Second Place............ Ongoing/Extended Coverage
Third Place.........ccccovueuviiiccnicincnnnnes Best Headlines
Beloit Daily News

First Place .....ccccoevvevccecucnnne. Sports Action Photo
Second Place......cccoceureneeeinecueinecnnnn. Local Column
Second Place....... Best Multiple Advertiser Spread
Third Place......ccocccoevneereunnce. Local Sports Column
Honorable Mention................ Best Special Section
(Editorial)

Burnett County Sentinel

Third Place.....oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn. General Excellence

Cashton Record

First Place............ Best Multiple Advertiser Spread
First Place........ Best Special Section (Advertising)
First Place ......cccccovvecrrencucnnence Sports Action Photo
First Place ......cccoevveerrenccivenccnrecnne. Artistic Photo
First Place ......cccoevveenenccinencicnnee Spot News Photo
First Place .. All-Around Newspaper Photography
Second Place..........cccccvueucunnne. Best Sports Pages
Second Place........cccoveeueunnee. Sports Action Photo
Second Place.........ccccovuercuniucnnce Business Coverage
Second Place.........ccccooueieivieininncnnes Feature Photo
Third Place......coccvvecrenecrrenccnnnne. Best Headlines
Third Place......ccococceuvnicrvenicnnn. Visual Storytelling
Honorable Mention..........ccccoveeucueace. Photo Essay

Courier Press, Prairie du Chien
First Place............ Best Multiple Advertiser Spread

Courier Sentinel, Cornell

First Place ......cccecuveeeneenncrneceninennes Editorial Award
Honorable Mention......Breaking News Reporting
Second Place....... Best Multiple Advertiser Spread
Second Place... Best Special Section (Advertising)

Awandy by Newspapen

Third Place......oooouvvevveeeenne Feature Story (Profile)
Third Place.....cccooeeveeeeeeenenen Best Restaurant Ad

Crawford County Independent & The
Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills

First Place .....ccccovevvueveennnens Feature Story (Profile)
First Place .....ccoocevevcecnenccinccineene Local Column
First Place......... Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
First Place .....ccooeeuvevcecnencecnnennee Best Use of Color
First Place ......cccoeevvrinencncnee Local Sports Column
Second Place........cccocvvveuricineecincunnnee Local Column
Second Place................... Localized National Story
Second Place........cccccooeuruneueenee General News Photo
Second Place....Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
Second Place............ Ongoing/Extended Coverage
Third Place........cccceuue... Localized National Story
Third Place......ccccceuveccrrunennnee General News Photo
Third Place......cccoccuvevecervinecenenenes Health Coverage
Third Place......cocceveccernicrnnecrreees Feature Photo
Third Place......cccoecuvveccrvneccenenenes Spot News Photo
Honorable Mention.................. Ongoing/Extended
Coverage

Daily Citizen,

First Place .....cccoeveeeverennnnee. Feature Story (Profile)
Third Place......cccocuvvecreireccenenenes Health Coverage
Third Place......ccocoeueevecurencnnnee Sports Feature Story

Daily Jefferson County Union, Fort Atkinson
First Place........ Best Special Section (Advertising)

Daily News, West Bend
Third Place........ccooueuvevccrricrncnnnnce Best Front Page
Third Place......ccccovvvvcncencnnnne. General Excellence

Daily Tribune, Wisconsin Rapids

First Place.......... Reporting on Local Government
Second Place........cccccevueueunee. General News Story

Dodge County Pionier, Mayville
Second Place......ccoccvureeunnee. Sports Feature Photo

Second Place.....ueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene. Feature Photo

Door County Advocate, Sturgeon Bay
First Place ................... Feature Story (Non-profile)

EagleHerald, Marinette

First PIace ....cccceveveveerereeerereeerereenen, Artistic Photo
First Place .....ccococoevvvccrrencecnnee Sports Feature Story
First Place ......cccccvevcenenccinencrcenecnnes Lindsey Witter
Second Place.......ccccoeeevevirereererennen. Feature Photo

Second Place.........ccccovuceuiuvicunincnnes Best Front Page

Second Place......c.coouvcueunecreurecann. Health Coverage
Second Place......c.coouvcuenecreerencnnn. Spot News Photo
Second Place..... Reporting on Local Government
Second Place........ccccocuvuiueurunnee. Sports News Story
Third Place.......ccccoveceunecnennee. General News Story
Third Place......cccccvvecurnecrvnecrnenenes Artistic Photo
Third Place......ccocccvvecurenencnnes Sports Action Photo
Third Place.......ccovvecurnecunencnne. Sports News Story
Third Place..................... Breaking News Reporting
Honorable Mention................ General News Story
Honorable Mention................. General Excellence
Honorable Mention................. Ongoing/Extended
Coverage

Fennimore Times

First Place ....ccccevveevevecnennne. Best Ad Idea (Series)
First Place ......cccocvueuvennee. Best Use of Art Service
First Place .....cccooeeuveevnerrecinecincnnnnee Best Large Ad
First Place.............. Best Use of Local Photography
Second Place...........cccoceuc.... Best Use of Art Service
Honorable Mention........... Best Use of Art Service

Grant County Herald Independent, Lancaster

First Place .....cocevvvevvvvveeinnee. Best Restaurant Ad
First Place .....ooeeeevveeveeeviiicenne Best Use of Color
First Place ...ccooevvevenvenenne Best Use of Art Service
Second Place........coovvevevievenennn. Best Use of Color
Second Place........ccooveurnicrvenicennnnes Best Large Ad
Second Place.......cocovevvvieceeiiiiienn, Best Small Ad
Third Place.......cccooeveueneneeee. Best Use of Art Service

Honorable Mention........ Best Multiple Advertiser
Spread
Honorable Mention..........ccceceevcuneueee. Photo Essay

Green Bay Press-Gazette

First Place .....ccccocoevvecurencncnnee General News Photo
First Place .....ccocccvuvecuvencncnnne. Sports Feature Photo
First Place ......cccccvuueee. Feature Story (Non-profile)
First Place .....ccocoeocuvvvecurencncnnee Sports Feature Story
First Place.......... Reporting on Local Government
First Place .....ccccocoeuvevnicivinicnnn. Health Coverage
First Place .....cococeuvccuvnccrnecnccnes Best Video
Second Place.........cocuveueueee. Feature Story (Profile)
Second Place................... Localized National Story
Second Place........cccoeuvirinnnce. General Excellence
Second Place.........ccccceuviuvicunee Business Coverage
Second Place.........ccccovuereunace General News Story
Second Place.............. Rookie Reporter of the Year
Third Place......ccoccvveevnicrnnicrnenees Artistic Photo
Third Place......ccccccvvecurunennnee Sports Action Photo
Third Place.........ccccoouvivirvicnninnnce Health Coverage
Honorable Mention.................. Visual Storytelling
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Honorable Mention................... Sports News Story
Honorable Mention Ongoing/Extended Coverage
Honorable Mention.................. Business Coverage

Herald Times Reporter, Manitowoc

First Place ......ccccoueeuviuvivcuniucnnes General News Photo
First Place .....cccoccvevicivinicccinicicnaas Feature Photo
First Place ......ccoovevevnecrvenccrenenee Best Front Page
First Place .....ccoccvuveucenee Environmental Reporting
First Place ........ccocceuueeee. Breaking News Reporting
First Place .....ccccoovcuveeuneeeencrnecincncnnen Local Column
First Place ......cccocoevevccucennnnnee Local Sports Column
Second Place.......cccccccuvueunne. Sports Feature Photo
Third Place.........ccccvveuvevcivicininnne Feature Photo
Third Place........ Reporting on Local Government
Third Place.......cccoeunuueeee Localized National Story
Third Place......ccoccvvecennecrcnececenenes Local Column

Honorable Mention......Environmental Reporting

Hillsboro Sentry-Enterprise

First Place............. Best Special Section (Editorial)
First Place ......ccccooeuvicivcivicinnnne. Sports News Story
First Place .....coocoeeurencecunenccinececirecenne Photo Essay
First Place ......ccccecvuuucene Localized National Story
First Place ......cccooeeueueueunenence. Sports Feature Photo
Second Place.........cccccuvvvucnnnee Sports News Story
Second Place..........ccooeviveiriviniunnce. Best Headlines
Third Place.......cccoevevcueunencne Local Sports Column
Honorable Mention............... Sports Action Photo
Honorable Mention.............. Sports Feature Photo

Juneau County Star-Times, Mauston

First Place ......cccccovuvicuvunee. Coronavirus Coverage

Kenosha News

First Place................. Ongoing/Extended Coverage
Second Place......... Best Special Section (Editorial)
Kewaskum Statesman

Second Place.......ccocuveveueurineucinenencnnn. Artistic Photo
Honorable Mention............ Feature Story (Profile)
Honorable Mention................ General News Story
La Crosse Tribune

FFirst Place......cccccoevevcuvunecuennee. Visual Storytelling
First Place .....ccccocevevcccucecuninenee General Excellence
First Place .....ccceeuuu.. Rookie Reporter of the Year
Second Place.........ccoovvcrvunicunnnnee. Best Front Page
Second Place.........cccoecviciniiiniinicnnnnn. Photo Essay
Third Place.......ccoovecurunencnnn. Sports Feature Photo

Third Place............... Ongoing/Extended Coverage

Awands by cNewspapern

Third Place.......Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
Third Place.......ccovcrncnnecrnecenenee Best Video

Ladysmith News

First Place .....cccoceeveveeinnnnnne General News Photo
Second Place........cccoeeeeeveerceennnne, Editorial Award
Second Place.................. Breaking News Reporting
Third Place.......cccoeveecurnecreenecnnn. Health Coverage
Third Place.......... Best Multiple Advertiser Spread
Honorable Mention..............c........... Best Headlines

Lake Geneva Regional News

First Place ......cccoovuvciviccinicinciniciinne, Photo Essay
First Place ......cococoeuvecernecrneenees Business Coverage
Third Place.......ccocoevvcuvicuninnnce General News Photo
Third Place.......cccccovuvecurunnee Feature Story (Profile)
Lake Mills Leader

Second Place............... Feature Story (Non-profile)
Third Place.......cccceuveuvieuninnnce Sports Feature Story

Leader-Telegram, Eau Claire

Second Place......ccccouecuvnecreunecnnn. Spot News Photo
Second Place............... Best Newspaper Promotion
Third Place.......ccccoveuviernivicunicnnes Best Front Page
Third Place.......ccooveeuvveenicccninne. Best Headlines
Third Place.......cccoevvecrvnccrvenccnnnn. Editorial Award
Third Place............ Best Special Section (Editorial)
Honorable Mention............... Sports Action Photo

Lodi Enterprise and Poynette Press

Second Place..... Reporting on Local Government

Marshfield News-Herald

First Place ......cccocvvcueunencunnnee. Sports Feature Photo
First Place ......cccccoeuvivcivnicrvinicnnen. Health Coverage
Second Place............ Ongoing/Extended Coverage

Milton Courier
Third Place............ Best Special Section (Editorial)

Monroe County Herald

First Place............. Best Special Section (Editorial)
First Place ......cccovvveveecieieneinnieenen Best Small Ad
First Place .....ccococoevecurnccrneences Visual Storytelling
First Place ......cccoevevcucurencunnnee. Sports Feature Photo
First Place............ Best Multiple Advertiser Spread
Second Place.......cccocccurueueeee Local Sports Column
Second Place......ccccouceururecueunence Visual Storytelling
Second Place........ccooeeureeunnee General News Photo

Second Place........ccoccueureunne. Sports Feature Photo
Second Place.......ccccooveuvierncrricunennn. Best Headlines
Second Place..........cccoeuvucuinnaee. Sports News Story
Second Place..........cccoouvueunace. Best Niche Product
Second Place.......ccocceueurierncunencc. Best Sports Pages
Third Place........cccccoeuvcuvicunnnnaee. Visual Storytelling
Third Place......... Best Ongoing Niche Publication
Third Place................. Rookie Reporter of the Year
Honorable Mention............... Sports Feature Story

Muscoda Progressive

Second Place.....ooooeeeeeeeeeeeeenne Best Restaurant Ad
Third Place...ccoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene. Editorial Award

Neenah News

First Place .....cccceoveveeeuennnne Feature Story (Profile)
First Place............... Reporting on Local Education
Second Place......ccooeeurecucurercucnn. Spot News Photo
Third Place.......cccccvuuervernicnnce. General News Story
Third Place........ Reporting on Local Government
Third Place.................. Feature Story (Non-profile)
Honorable Mention....... Localized National Story
News Graphic,

Second Place.......cccccvuveucununee General News Story

Oconomowoc Enterprise

First Place .....ccoccevecueuneccunnenes General Excellence
Honorable Mention..........cccccc....... Best Front Page
Oconto County Reporter

First Place ......cccoovvvcuvnecrnnenee. General News Story
Second Place............... Feature Story (Non-profile)
Honorable Mention.................. Business Coverage
Oshkosh Herald

First Place ......cccoevevcuvnccunnnence General News Story
Second Place.........ccccvuerveunicuninencnnes Feature Photo
Second Place.......... Reporting on Local Education
Third Place......ccccocccuruneeee Localized National Story
Honorable Mention................. General Excellence
Oshkosh Northwestern

First Place ......cccoovevcuvnecrnnence General News Story
Second Place..........cccceuuuence. Sports Feature Story
Third Place......ccccocceurevecrvennee General News Photo
Third Place.......Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
Third Place............. Reporting on Local Education
Third Place............... Ongoing/Extended Coverage
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Ozaukee Press

First Place......... Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
First Place .....cccooeeeuneeervcuneciniuencnnee Editorial Award
First Place .....cccovceveviciviniccenicicnnes Feature Photo
First Place.......... Reporting on Local Government
First Place ......cccoeeeuvevevunicnennne. Sports News Story
First Place ......cccccvveervnccirencecnnne Best Sports Pages
Second Place.........cccoenecuruneucne. Business Coverage
Second Place.........cccceuvvvecrrennes General Excellence
Second Place..........ccccccvucunne. Best Opinion Pages
Third Place......coccvvecevnecrenececnnenes Best Small Ad
Third Place......coccvvecevneccrcnececnnenes Feature Photo
Third Place............... Ongoing/Extended Coverage
Third Place.......cccooeviviviivicinicnnnnn. Best Headlines
Honorable Mention............... Sports Action Photo
Honorable Mention..................... Health Coverage

Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor

First Place .....ccocoeveurencucunenenee Local Sports Column
First Place ......cccoocvvverviecicnninnc. Best Restaurant Ad
First Place ........ccccceuuueee. Environmental Reporting
First Place ......cccocoeuneunce Localized National Story
First Place .....ccccoeceuveuvicunecinennnnee Best Use of Color
First Place .....cccooevverveecrcrninnn. Best Niche Product
First Place........... Community Engagement Award
First Place................... Best Feature/Lifestyle Pages
First Place .....ccccccoeunuees Open Records/FOI Award
First Place ......cccoevveneennes Salesperson of the Year
Second Place........ccovuvucurinicrennicnnnn. Local Column
Second Place.................. Environmental Reporting
Second Place........ccoeuvvcuvenicrnnnecnne. Artistic Photo
Second Place... Best Special Section (Advertising)
Second Place.......coccvuvecurenicrennecnnen. Best Large Ad
Second Place.........cccccuvvvicnnnee Audio Storytelling
Third Place............ Best Special Section (Editorial)
Third Place......cccccerevcuvrneenne Sports Action Photo
Third Place.........ccccovueuviuvicnnaee Business Coverage
Third Place....c.ccevevcueunecrnenenes Best Opinion Pages
Third Place.......cccoeuucee. Breaking News Reporting
Third Place......ccocccvvevcernecreenecnnnn. Best Front Page
Third Place.........ccccovueuvevivcinicinincnnne Artistic Photo
Third Place.......cccoveeveeenennnne. Best Ad Idea (Series)
Third Place........cccccvuvuvcuvieunnnnee. Audio Storytelling
Honorable MentionBest Special Section (Editorial)
Honorable Mention................ General News Story
Honorable Mention................. Reporting on Local
Government

Honorable Mention................... Audio Storytelling
Second Place.........cccovucuruncee Sports Feature Story
Peshtigo Times

Second Place............ Ongoing/Extended Coverage

Second Place.........ccoouveeurunicrnnnnee. Best Front Page

Awandy by Newspapen

Sawyer County Record, Hayward

First Place ......cococvvceunnccinenceceneceenee Photo Essay
Second Place....................... Coronavirus Coverage
Third Place.................. Feature Story (Non-profile)
Third Place.......ocevevceeennccinirccrenenns Local Column

Price County Review
Second Place... Best Special Section (Advertising)

Second Place........cccocvuverricrneucnnce. Health Coverage
Third Place............... Ongoing/Extended Coverage
Third Place......ccceveccrneccnnecirnecreeenens Best Video
Third Place.......ccccoeueuenee. Local Outdoor Column
Honorable Mention................ General News Story

Ripon Commonwealth Press

First Place.......... Reporting on Local Government
First Place ......ccccoevuvicuruncnnnee Sports Feature Story
Second Place.........ccoveueuenene Feature Story (Profile)
Second Place......cccoveeureneecrnerencnnn. Editorial Award
Second Place........ccocccvuiucnnnee. General News Story
Third Place.......cccovevenieincncrnicnnen. Photo Essay
Third Place.....c.cccovvecunencuennee. Sports Feature Photo
Third Place.......cccooveecrnicrneenee Business Coverage

Honorable Mention....... Localized National Story

Sawyer County Record

First Place .....ccoocoeuvevccunnccrnenccrnecens Best Small Ad
Third Place.......Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting

Spooner Advocate

First Place........... Best Ongoing Niche Publication
Second Place.......cccoveveiuennnnne Best Niche Product
Third Place......ccccovvvnencccnnne Best Niche Product
Third Place......... Best Ongoing Niche Publication
Honorable Mention................ Best Special Section
(Editorial)

Honorable Mention...Feature Story (Non-profile)

Star-Observer, Hudson

Third Place.......cccccvvccurencennee Sports Action Photo
Third Place.......cccoovecrvnccrnenenee. Best Sports Pages

Stevens Point Journal

Third Place.....c.cccoevecurnecrnenence Business Coverage

Sun Prairie Star

Second Place.......... Reporting on Local Education

Sun-Argus, Spring Valley
Second Place......c.ccoucurunecreuneecnnn. Health Coverage

Third Place.................. Feature Story (Non-profile)
Superior Telegram

First Place ......coccveuvieurincnnce. General News Photo
First Place ......cccoveeeeucveveunnnne. Sports Feature Photo
First Place............... Reporting on Local Education
First Place......... Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
First Place ......ccccovvccuvunicunnnnee. General News Story
First Place ......cococvvecrenecevenccnnes Best Sports Pages
First Place ......cccocvivivcvicincnnnnce Sports News Story
First Place ......ccoceuveuvvcrreuenncen. Sports Feature Story
First Place .....ccoccovuneueeee Environmental Reporting
First Place ......ccoovvvevnecrenccrrincnnes Best Headlines
First Place ......cccocveeunievciniciniencnnns Artistic Photo
First Place ......cccevveeurenccenencreeneccneenens Best Video
First Place ......ccoecuveeenervecunencnnce Audio Storytelling
Second Place............ccccovuuuuce. General News Photo
Second Place........ccocccvurecunnnnes Best Restaurant Ad
Second Place.........ccccovuueuiunnce. General Excellence
Second Place......ccccoeceurecueunnce Sports Action Photo
Second Place........ccccceuruveueunennee. Business Coverage
Second Place..........ccoouvueununncs Visual Storytelling
Second Place........cccccuuu... All-Around Newspaper
Photography

Third Place......ccocccvenecreenecnne. General News Story
Third Place.........ccc........ Breaking News Reporting
Third Place........cccocvverniercunnnce. Sports News Story
Third Place.......cccccoeuveuvicunnnnaee. Business Coverage
Third Place......ccccocoeuvviervnicnnennes Bill Payne Award
Honorable Mention.......... Enterprise/Interpretive
Reporting

Honorable Mention.................... Best Use of Color
Honorable Mention....... Localized National Story
Honorable Mention...........cccccvuue..... Best Small Ad
The Baldwin Bulletin

First Place ......coccoevevcvinencunnnenes Best Niche Product

Third Place...... Best Special Section (Advertising)
Honorable Mention...Best Newspaper Promotion

The Boscobel Dial

First Place ......ccocoeuveueeee. Localized National Story
Honorable Mention... Feature Story (Non-profile)
Second Place.................. Environmental Reporting
Third Place.......cccccovuuvierniunnnce. Best Restaurant Ad
Third Place........ Reporting on Local Government
Third Place..................... Environmental Reporting

The Cap Times, Madison

First Place ...ccccoovvvvvvvineennnee. Feature Story (Profile)
First Place .....ccoccvuneucene Environmental Reporting
First Place ......ccccovevcuvnicunnnenee. General News Story
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First Place .....ccccooveuveeinevncrnicincnennen Local Column
First Place .....cococoeuveicuviecinicciriccnne, Photo Essay
First Place .......... Community Engagement Award
Second Place.......... Reporting on Local Education
Second Place............ Ongoing/Extended Coverage
Second Place.................. Environmental Reporting
Second Place.........ccoveuvieiriueunnns Health Coverage
Second Place.......ccccoecuvicunierniunicnnes Local Column
Second Place...................... Investigative Reporting
Second Place........ccccoeuvveerrenecrnuenee Best Headlines
Second Place.......cocccvuvecrrunicrnnnence. Editorial Award
Second Place.......cccccovuvcueunee Local Sports Column
Third Place.........c........ Feature Story (Non-profile)
Third Place........cccccvvervivucnnee. Visual Storytelling
Third Place..........ccuuuuuce Localized National Story
Third Place..................... Environmental Reporting
Third Place.......cccccveuennnes Investigative Reporting
Honorable Mention......Environmental Reporting
Honorable Mention.......... Enterprise/Interpretive
Reporting

The Chetek Alert

First Place ...cooovevvvveveiincnne Best Ad Idea (Series)
First Place .....ccccocecuvviceviniccnninns Health Coverage
First Place ......cccovevevnecrrenccrnnnee. Bill Payne Award
First Place ......cccoeeueee. Best Newspaper Promotion
Second Place.......ccccvuveueunencrcerececeneenens Photo Essay
Second Place....................... Best Use of Art Service
Second Place...... Community Engagement Award
Second Place.......c..ccveurucunenee. Best Use of Humor
Third Place.......ccccovvevcuvviceinicnnn. Best Front Page
Third Place......ccccoovvveccccininnnes Spot News Photo
Third Place............ Best Use of Local Photography
Honorable Mention..................... Spot News Photo

The Chippewa Herald, Chippewa Falls

First Place ......ccooevverviecvcnnennn. General Excellence
First Place .......cccecvuneucene Localized National Story
First Place .....ccococeuvecvnicrrenccinenee Best Headlines
Honorable MentionReporting on Local Education
Honorable Mention..........ccoeceuvveunnee. Photo Essay

The Chronotype, Rice Lake

First Place .....ccoocueevecueenecunenenes Best Niche Product
First Place .....ccccoeeuerecurencncnnes Sports Action Photo
First Place ...cooveveveeeeeeenee. Feature Story (Profile)
First Place ......cccccoeuvuvunnee. Local Outdoor Column
Second Place..... Reporting on Local Government
Second Place......ccccoeeurvvnenccecenennne Artistic Photo
Third Place.......ccccoeuneuceee Localized National Story
Third Place......ccocccvvceeunenccrnencnnn. Health Coverage

Awands by cNewspapern

Honorable Mention................ Best Special Section
(Editorial)

Honorable Mention............... Sports Feature Story
Honorable Mention.................. Business Coverage

The Daily Reporter, Milwaukee

Second Place........ccocccvuviernunnce Business Coverage
Honorable Mention..................... Health Coverage

The Dodgeville Chronicle
Honorable Mention.......coccoeveeveeveveeneenens Best Video

The Edgerton Reporter

Third Place.......... Best Multiple Advertiser Spread
Third Place.......cccceuueece. Breaking News Reporting

The Freedom Pursuit

First Place.................... Feature Story (Non-profile)
Third Place.......cccoovecuennees Investigative Reporting
Third Place......... Community Engagement Award

The Freeman, Waukesha

Second Place............... Feature Story (Non-profile)
Second Place.........ccccoeueuenene Feature Story (Profile)
Second Place.........ccocereuenennene. General Excellencen

The Gazette, Janesville

First Place .....ccococeueuneeee Breaking News Reporting
First Place ......cccocvvvcivicininiccinicnnes Editorial Award
First Place .......cccceuu.. Best Newspaper Promotion
First Place............. Best Special Section (Editorial)
First Place ......ccocevecvnecrennecnnnn. Bill Payne Award
First Place........... Best Ongoing Niche Publication
Second Place........ccooceurinieuvinicnnenans Feature Photo
Second Place........ccccvueriuniucnnce. Sports News Story
Second Place..... Reporting on Local Government
Second Place............c..c....... Best Use of Art Service
Second Place.............. Best Feature/Lifestyle Pages
Third Place.......ccoevevcernecrvenecannn. Spot News Photo
Third Place......ccoevecurnecunnnee Best Special Section
(Advertising))

Honorable Mention..........c.ccc....... Best Front Page
Honorable Mention....... Localized National Story
Honorable Mention................. General Excellence
Honorable Mention................. Rookie Reporter of
the Year

The Globe, Ironwood, MI

First Place........ Best Special Section (Advertising)
First Place .....ccococvvecernecrvinecnnnn. Spot News Photo
Second Place.......cccoveeureniuennnnee Best Niche Product

Second Place.................. Breaking News Reporting
Third Place.......cccvveeeeieiieieeeene. Feature Photo
Third Place.......ooooveeeeeiicieeeeene, Best Small Ad
Honorable Mention................. Best Restaurant Ad

The Herald-Independent and
The McFarland Thistle

Third Place........ Reporting on Local Government

The Journal Times, Racine

Second Place.......cccccouecueuennce. Sports Feature Story
Third Place.......ccooeveeueenenne.. Feature Story (Profile)

The Lakeland Times, Minocqua

First Place ......cccveuvecunienncenecnneenncnnnnn. Photo Essay
First Place .....ccococvvevcuvenenceninenes General Excellence
First Place .....ccoccoevecuvnencenncnes Best Opinion Pages
First Place ......cccooveeuvnccninccnincnnes Best Headlines
First Place .....ccoccovuneuceee Breaking News Reporting
First Place ......cccccvveerrenccrnenccnrecnnnn. Artistic Photo
First Place ......cccoevveuennceceninciennne Spot News Photo
First Place .....ccococvvevcuvnecennnenes Best Use of Humor
Second Place......... Best Special Section (Editorial)
Second Place..........ccoeueue.. Feature Story (Profile)
Second Place............... Feature Story (Non-profile)
Second Place..........ccoeueuene.e. Best Ad Idea (Series)
Second Place.........ccccovuvervirerncunnce. Bill Payne Award
Third Place.......Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
Third Place......ccococceurenecrrenenee. Sports Feature Story
Third Place.......cccocovueunce Investigative Reporting
Third Place......ccococoeurneecuneence General News Photo
Third Place......cccccoevrrnenencnee Sports Feature Photo
Third Place......ccocccvuneueuenee. Best Use of Art Service
Third Place.......coccveveeunencecunenee Best Niche Product
Third Place......ccccccvveerncecunecnnes Best Sports Pages
Third Place.......cccocveeunnee. All-Around Newspaper
Photography

Third Place.................. Best Newspaper Promotion
Honorable Mention............ccc....... Editorial Award
Honorable Mention...........cccccveuee.. Feature Photo
Honorable Mention.................. Visual Storytelling
Honorable Mention.............. Sports Feature Photo
Honorable Mention................. Ongoing/Extended
Coverage

Honorable Mention...... Breaking News Reporting
Honorable Mention..........ccccccu...... Best Front Page
Honorable Mention..........ccccccovuuee... Artistic Photo
Honorable Mention..................... Spot News Photo

The Monroe Times

First Place ......cccocvuveinicincnnince. Best Opinion Pages
First Place ......cccccvveerrenccrnencrcnnecnnnn. Best Large Ad
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First Place ......ccecuveueee. Breaking News Reporting
First Place ......ccocvveuviernennicnnns Visual Storytelling
Second Place.......... Reporting on Local Education
Second Place.........ccccoveeuvicinirricnnane Feature Photo
Second Place............... Feature Story (Non-profile)
Second Place..........ccocvicuinnnee. Sports News Story
Second Place........ccocoeeurecuerrecncnnne. Best Front Page
Second Place..........ccucuu..... Feature Story (Profile)
Second Place........cccocvuvcrnicrneunnce Bill Payne Award
Second Place........cccvuuevcunicrnirnincrnicnnee Best Video
Second Place..........ccccecuruuenee. Opverall Page Design
Third Place......cocceeveveeinencecnecierecnnn. Photo Essay
Third Place........cccccovuvueuriunnnce. General Excellence
Third Place........cccccovueuvivicinncnnee Best Use of Color
Third Place......ccccoveeuvunecrnnnee Local Sports Column
Honorable Mention............... General News Photo
Honorable Mention.............. Sports Feature Photo
Honorable Mention..........c.ccccceuvuucee. Feature Photo
Honorable Mention............... Sports Action Photo
Honorable Mention......Breaking News Reporting
Honorable Mention.................... Best Sports Pages
Honorable Mention............cccco....... Best Headlines
Honorable Mention...........cccccccuuuee. Artistic Photo

Honorable Mention.. Best Feature/Lifestyle Pages

The Northwoods River News, Rhinelander

First Place .....ccococoevveveerncecnnecnee Best Sports Pages
First Place .....ccococoeuveveeurincunncnes General Excellence
First Place .....ccccccoeuvevevuvinccnnnas Best Restaurant Ad
First Place ......ccoevvveuvierncunicnninennes Best Front Page
Second Place.................. Environmental Reporting
Second Place......cocceureeeeinecerinecrnnenee Photo Essay
Second Place.........cccveveneee. Best Ad Idea (Series)
Second Place......ccocceureeunnee. Sports Feature Photo
Second Place......ccccocccurueueene. Local Sports Column
Second Place.......ccovvevevecrcrcununene. Spot News Photo
Third Place............. Reporting on Local Education
Third Place......ccoccoeuvieieuniccunnnnee Sports News Story
Third Place........ccocveernevccunicrcnnnnee Best Small Ad
Third Place.......cccocvueuniuennnee Sports Feature Story
Third Place........cccccvveunivicinicicnnee Artistic Photo
Third Place........cccccovvceuviviniunicnnee Best Use of Color
Honorable Mention............... General News Photo
The Oregon Observer

Second Place.......cccoceeerrecuennnee General Excellence
Third Place......ccocccvvecrrnccrneenee. Best Sports Pages
Third Place......cccccvviervnicrviccnnn. Best Front Page
Honorable Mention................... Sports News Story

The Pierce County Journal, Ellsworth

First Place.............. Best Special Section (Editorial)
First Place.......... Reporting on Local Government
Second Place......ccccocccuruneueenee Local Sports Column

Awandy by Newspapen

Third Place............. Reporting on Local Education
Third Place........cccocvuveuvivivicinicnnne Artistic Photo
Honorable Mention................. Best Niche Product
Honorable Mention................... Sports News Story
Honorable Mention..................... Health Coverage

The Platteville Journal

First Place ......ccoocuveevneuevcunicnncnnnnes Editorial Award
Second Place..........cccovvueucunence. Best Opinion Pages
Second Place....... Best Multiple Advertiser Spread
Second Place........cccccevuvecuruninnnee Best Sports Pages
Third Place.......... Best Multiple Advertiser Spread
Honorable Mention............. Local Sports Column
Honorable Mention............... Overall Page Design

The Post-Crescent

First Place ......ccccveveuenececenecrennee. Spot News Photo
First Place ......cccocveveevnecucnnencs Sports Action Photo
First Place ......cccccvuveuenee. Localized National Story
Second Place......c.ccccccuvuneuenne. Sports Feature Photo
Second Place............... Feature Story (Non-profile)
Second Place..........cccecvuvunnnncs Visual Storytelling
Second Place......cccccceurecueunnee Sports Action Photo
Second Place.................. Breaking News Reporting
Third Place.........ccccovuvueunnunnee General News Photo
Third Place............. Reporting on Local Education
Third Place........ Reporting on Local Government
Third Place.......ccccoveuvierniunnnce. General Excellence
Third Place........cccocvueuvieneiniccrnicnnne Local Column
Third Place.......cccovevienienncrnicncnnin. Photo Essay
Honorable Mention...........ccccveueee. Artistic Photo
Honorable Mention..................... Spot News Photo
Honorable Mention.......... Investigative Reporting
Honorable Mention.............cc.c....... Best Headlines
Honorable Mention............. Local Sports Column

The Press Times, Green Bay

First Place ......ccccoveeeunevcunnnencs Sports Feature Story
First Place................. Ongoing/Extended Coverage
First Place ......cccccovveevnccinnicrennee. Best Front Page
First Place ......ccccveveenececenccrennee. Health Coverage
First Place ......ccoeveveeneccevinccrcnnecnnen. Best Large Ad
First Place .....coooeveevvevernnnens Best Ad Idea (Series)
First Place ......cocccovuvecrvnnence. Best Use of Art Service
Local Outdoor Column

Second Place..........cccoecvucunace. Best Restaurant Ad
Second Place.........cccouvucinicininicnnes Best Small Ad
Second Place...........c....... Localized National Story
Second Place.......ccoceurecurunence Sports Action Photo
Second Place......ccccocvurecurunecrnnnee Health Coverage
Second Place........cccoeeuviueucunnce. Best Use of Color

Second Place...... Best Ongoing Niche Publication
Second Place............... Best Newspaper Promotion

Third Place.......cocccvvecernccnnecenn. Editorial Award
Third Place.....c.cccvvceurinecinecnee Best Restaurant Ad
Third Place.........cceuu..ce. Environmental Reporting
Third Place.......coceuveceenevcrcnecennecrennee Photo Essay
Third Place............. Reporting on Local Education
Third Place......ccoovecnnecrnecnes General Excellence
Third Place.....cccvvecunnecrrencnnen. Sports News Story
Third Place.......ccceveeeenencieenecnnnn. Spot News Photo
Third Place.......cccoovcenevcreenecnnn. Bill Payne Award
Third Place................. Best Feature/Lifestyle Pages
Honorable Mention............ Feature Story (Profile)
Honorable Mention.......... Investigative Reporting
Honorable Mention............... General News Photo
Honorable Mention...Feature Story (Non-profile)
Honorable Mention................. Best Opinion Pages
Honorable Mention.................... Best Sports Pages

Honorable Mention.. Rookie Reporter of the Year
Honorable Mention......... All-Around Newspaper
Photography

Honorable Mention......... Local Outdoor Column

The Record-Review, Edgar

First Place .....cccoceeveeeeneriieeerene Feature Photo
First Place................. Ongoing/Extended Coverage
Third Place......cccccvvecnnecrenecrnenees Best Large Ad
Honorable Mention............ Feature Story (Profile)

The Reporter, Fond du Lac

First Place......... Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
Second Place.................. Breaking News Reporting
Second Place................... Localized National Story
Second Place.......... Reporting on Local Education
Honorable Mention.............ccecuu.e.. Local Column
The Review, Plymouth

First Place .....ccococoevevcevunennee. Local Sports Column
Second Place......c.ccouecueureeunnee General News Story
Second Place........cccccevuvicrrinicrnencnne. Best Headlines
Third Place........ccccceeuvieinnnnacs Sports Feature Story

The Richland Observer, Richland Center

Second Place........cccoeeuvinicrvinicunennans Best Large Ad
Second Place........ccoveccrrenicrnunence Best Use of Color
The Sheboygan Press

First Place .....ccocoeceuvevecrrenicnnnnee. Business Coverage
First Place............... Reporting on Local Education
Second Place.........cccccccuvunueene General News Photo
Second Place.................. Environmental Reporting
Second Place....Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
Second Place........cccccoeuveuriccivicincnnnee. Artistic Photo
Second Place.......ccccovuveneennee Sports Action Photo
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Third Place.................. Feature Story (Non-profile)
Third Place.......cccoovecueunecnne. Sports Feature Photo
Third Place.......cccoeuce.. Environmental Reporting
Third Place.......cccccoeucee. Open Records/FOI Award
Honorable Mention............ Feature Story (Profile)
Honorable Mention..........c.cc....... Best Front Page
Honorable Mention..........ccccceueuunee. Artistic Photo

The Stoughton Courier Hub

First Place .....ccocceuvievinicinencnas Best Opinion Pages
First Place .....ccocoeeeuvicrnercecnenee Business Coverage
First Place .....cccoovvvveuvicinernicinincnnenn. Best Headlines

The Tribune-Phonograph, Abbotsford

First Place .....ccocccvuneucenee Breaking News Reporting
Second Place...........cccccuecuuee. Sports Feature Story
Third Place......cccoovvvinenecenceenene. Local Column
The Valders Journal

First Place ......cocoveveeeeeeninncncccnceene Local Column
Second Place......... Best Special Section (Editorial)
Second Place.......c.cceuvueuene. Sports Feature Photo
Second Place....Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
Third Place......ccocccvvevcernecreenecennn. Editorial Award
Third Place...... Best Special Section (Advertising)
Third Place.........c........ Feature Story (Non-profile)

The Verona Press

First Place .............. Reporting on Local Education
First Place ......ccoovvvevnecrnnnencs General News Photo
Second Place.........ccccevuieununcee Best Opinion Pages
Second Place.......ccccoovecururicrnnnnee. Best Front Page
Second Place.............. Rookie Reporter of the Year
Third Place.......c.ccccvuuvuveuninnnes Overall Page Design
The Woodville Leader

First Place ......cccoeuvuvicivcincincincicnnn, Feature Photo

Trempealeau County Times, Whitehall

Second Place.......ccccceuveucurunnce Sports Feature Story
Third Place......cccooovvvnenccnee Sports Feature Photo
Third Place......ccococvvecernccreneccenenes Local Column
Third Place......cccccoeeueurnnenccnce Best Niche Product
Honorable Mention................. Reporting on Local
Education

Tri-County News, Kiel

Second Place...... Best Ongoing Niche Publication
Third Place.......cccccouvervirrcunenne. Best Opinion Pages

Awands by cNewspapern

Third Place............ Best Special Section (Editorial)
Honorable Mention.......cccceeveevevenn.. Local Column
Honorable Mention................. General Excellence

Tri-County Press, Cuba City
First PLace uveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene Best Small Ad

Tribune Press Reporter, Glenwood City

Second Place.......ooovevevcivcveiieeennn, Best Small Ad
Third Place.....oooueeeeeueenenn. Best Use of Art Service
Third Place......coccevecunnccrnnccerencens Best Large Ad

Tribune Record Gleaner

First Place .....ccocococuvvecurencucnnee Overall Page Design
Second Place.................. Breaking News Reporting
Third Place.......cccceuueece. Environmental Reporting
Third Place.......cccooveecuvnicrennee. General News Story
Third Place.......Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
Third Place............... Ongoing/Extended Coverage
Third Place.......ccccoveuvierniunnce. Best Use of Humor
Honorable Mention..........ccccecceuvuneee. Best Small Ad
Honorable Mention..................... Spot News Photo
Valley Sentinel

First Place ......cccocuvuueenee. Environmental Reporting
First Place................. Ongoing/Extended Coverage
First Place ......cccccoouviccivnicrvinicnnn. Health Coverage
Honorable Mention...........c.c........ Best Front Page

Vilas County News-Review

First Place .....ccococoeuvvecurencucnnee Sports Action Photo
First Place ......c.cccoeuvueurnnnes Investigative Reporting
First Place ......cccccuu.... Rookie Reporter of the Year
Second Place........ccocoeuviervinicnnicrennee Photo Essay
Second Place......... Best Use of Local Photography
Second Place..................... Local Outdoor Column
Third Place.......cccevvecennccnnccnienns Best Large Ad
Honorable Mention..........ccocccvuveeunnee. Photo Essay
Honorable Mention.........cccccuc..... Bill Payne Award

Watertown Daily Times

First Place .....ccoocoevevccinencceninccnnne Spot News Photo
Third Place.......cccevveernnccrnenecnnn. Spot News Photo
Third Place.........co.c..... Rookie Reporter of the Year
Waupaca County Post

First Place ......ccocoevvieivincviviccnrians Best Front Page
Honorable Mention........ Environmental Reporting

Wausau Daily Herald

First Place................... Ongoing/Extended Coverage
Third Place.......cccovveeeenennne. Feature Story (Profile)
Honorable Mention.................... Business Coverage
Honorable Mention.................. Sports Action Photo

Wausau Pilot and Review

Second Place...... Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting

Second Place........ Reporting on Local Government
Second Place.........cccouvuueuncee Investigative Reporting
Third Place.........cccccovueuninivcinicininencnnns Local Column
Third Place......ccccccvveervccrnicncnnee. Best Use of Color
Honorable Mention........ Environmental Reporting
Honorable Mention..........ccccccvuecueunnes Best Large Ad

Wisconsin State Farmer, Waupaca

First Place .....coovevveeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeena, Local Column
First Place...........c.......... Feature Story (Non-profile)
First Place ......cccoocvveciviciviciccnnnann Business Coverage
Third Place.......ccceovvuveeenenne. Feature Story (Profile)

Wisconsin State Journal, Madison

First Place .....coceuveevecunecrncnnecinenencnnes Artistic Photo
First Place ......coccveviccinicincinicincnicnnns Feature Photo
First Place ................. Reporting on Local Education
First Place ......cccccvveernencecinencennecnnnn. Best Front Page
First Place ......cccccoovieuvinccnnicncnnne. Sports News Story
First Place ......cccccveveeunencecunececnnne Business Coverage
First Place........... Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
First Place ......ccccoovevcurunccunnee Investigative Reporting
Second Place........ccccoeureerneneerrencennnns Artistic Photo
Second Place.........ccccoeuvueuace. General News Photo
Second Place...... Enterprise/Interpretive Reporting
Second Place......... Community Engagement Award
Second Place........ccoccevnecurnicreenecrnenecnnn Best Video
Third Place.........ccccvuevniviciniricrnicnnen. Feature Photo
Third Place........cccccoeuviecivicuninnaee Sports News Story
Third Place..........cceuuuuc.. Breaking News Reporting
Third Place........ccccoevvieiivicuninnnnee Business Coverage
Third Place........cccocvuernieucunnnce. General News Story
Honorable Mention................. General News Photo

Honorable Mention.Reporting on Local Education
Honorable Mention..... Feature Story (Non-profile)

Honorable Mention.................. Sports Feature Story
Honorable Mention................... General News Story
Honorable Mention...........ccccoueueue... Local Column
Honorable Mention.............couvu...... Editorial Award
Honorable Mention.........ccccceeveveevevennnnen. Best Video
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well written and interesting, but
could use more examples of “hard
news” or consumer angles from the
business beat.

Division D
First Place: Eric Johnson, Lake
Geneva Regional News, Lake Geneva
Second Place: Maria Lockwood,
Superior Telegram, Superior
Third Place: Shelley Nelson,
Superior Telegram, Superior
Honorable Mention: Michelle
Jensen, The Chronotype, Rice Lake
Division E
First Place: Scott De Laruelle, 75e
Stoughton Courier Hub, Verona
Second Place: Logan Everson,
Cashton Record, Cashton
Third Place: Roger Mathews, Ripon
Commonwealth Press, Ripon
Honorable Mention: Kevin
Dittman, Oconto County Reporter,
Appleton

Local Column

Division A

First Place: Paul Fanlund, 7%e Cap

Times, Madison

Judge’s Comments: Comprehensive.

Cautionary tale for others. Issues

that matter.

Second Place: John Nichols, The

Cap Times, Madison

Judge’s Comments: Fascinating

profile.

Third Place: Duke Behnke, 75¢

Post-Crescent, Appleton

Judge’s Comments: Body Farms?

Who knew? Compelling. Wow.

Honorable Mention: Kelly Lecker,

Wisconsin State Journal, Madison

Judge’s Comments: Strong pieces.

Division B
First Place: Bob Fay, Herald Times

Reporter, Manitowoc

Judge’s Comments: Highly readable
and interesting.

Second Place: Bill Barth, Beloit
Daily News, Beloit

Judge’s Comments: Great background
context. Lots of information for the
voter. Compelling.

Third Place: Alisa Schafer, Patti
Zarling, Herald Times Reporter,
Manitowoc

Judge’s Comments: Felt like I was
in the restaurant with you.
Honorable Mention: Daphne
Lembke, 7he Reporter, Fond du Lac

Judge’s Comments: Fun piece.
Division C

First Place: Colleen Kottke,

Wisconsin State Farmer, Waupaca

Judge’s Comments: Stark reality

faced as parents grow older and lives
well-lived are remembered. A once

in a lifetime column deserves to win
this category.

Second Place: Debra Fitzgerald,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Judge’s Comments: The crisis facing
newspapers is always a worthy
subject of an editorial. Well done.
Third Place: Keene Winters,
Wausau Pilot and Review, Wausau
Judge’s Comments: Writer brings
home critical issue facing the
community by using real numbers
to back up his opinion.

Division D
First Place: Mary Thomsen, Zhe
Valders Journal, Valders
Judge’s Comments: These columns
are amazing. The topics are universal,
but the way Mary writes draws
you into her life using a clear,

conversational style. The reader can
teel the writing.

Local Column, First Place (Division D)
The Valders Journal

Second Place: Ryan Urban, Barron
News-Shield, Barron

Third Place: Andrew Dannehy,
Trempealeau County Times,
Whitehall

Honorable Mention: Mark Sherry,
Tri-County News, Kiel

Division E
First Place: Jane Schmidt, Crawford
County Independent 3 The Kickapoo
Scout, Gays Mills
Judge’s Comments: Your readers
are so lucky to have Jane. What a
great writer. I ended each column
wanting more. When you can feel
the writing, you know you are doing
something right. Well done!
Second Place: John Gibbs,
Crawford County Independent & The
Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills

Third Place: Nathaniel Underwood,
The Tribune-Phonograph, Abbotsford

Local Sports Column
Daily Division

Local Sports Column, First Place (Daily Division)
Herald Times Reporter, Manitowoc
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First Place: Tom Dombeck, Herald
Times Reporter, Manitowoc

Judge’s Comments: Personal and
emotional — exactly what I want to
read in great columns.

Second Place: Mike Lucas, 75e Cap
Times, Madison

Judge’s Comments: A poignant

read about a columnist and a coach
sharing their cancer journey together.
Third Place: Jim Franz, Beloit Daily
News, Beloit

Judge’s Comments: Well written
columns.

Honorable Mention: Ricardo
Arguello, The Post-Crescent,
Appleton

Judge’s Comments: I like the
notable milestones column. I'd have
liked to read an opinion piece about
the competitive balance plan.

Division C
First Place: Herb Gould, Peninsula

Pulse, Baileys Harbor

Judge’s Comments: Fun columns
that made the reader laugh while
being informed on local sports.
Second Place: Nate Beier, Monroe
County Herald, Sparta

Judge’s Comments: Being critical
of local traditions is ok, if done
tastefully by this writer.

Division D
First Place: Dave Boehler, 75¢
Review, Plymouth

Second Place: Greg Peters, 7he
Pierce County Journal, Ellsworth
Third Place: Natalie Dillon, 75e
Monroe Times, Monroe
Honorable Mention: Steve
Prestegard, The Platteville Journal,
Platteville

Division E
First Place: Len Harris, Crawford
County Independent &S The Kickapoo

Local Sports Column, First Place (Division C)
Peninsula Pulse, Bailys Harbor

JOURNAL ...

Where is your listening point,
your happy place, outdoors?

Is it quiet, perhaps the light
subdued? Surely, it's away from
the bustle in your life and the
noise in your head. It's where
life slows down, where thoughts
become clear, where you
recalibrate and rejuvenate.

Yesterday, | walked into the
stillness and peace flowing
below the boughs of pine trees.
Tannish pine needles softened
my steps as | walked deep into
the stand of pines. | sat down,
and time stood still.

My thoughts becalmed, it
reminded me of when | was
a boy, how I'd slip away to
a clump of low brush atop
a knollin the pasture. Cow
paths crisscrossed the thicket,
providing me trails.

| was hidden. A creek snaked
around the knoll, providing a
sort of moat on three sides,
while the other side was
guarded by thick elm trees. | was
in solitude, no doubt hearing the
Pipes of Pan that fill children
with a sense of nature’s peace.

From this secluded base, |
could plan frog catching, watch
red-headed woodpeckers probe
forinsects in the dying elms,
and listen to meadowlarks
and bobolinks in the hayfield.
| would sit, keenly conscious
of my natural surroundings.
Though stress was not part of
my young world, | nevertheless
felt a calmness.

| did not know it then, but this
calmness would be sought more
and more in adulthood. | still
have refuges, listening points
where one hears an inner voice,
where life slows down. But the
consciousness of natural beauty
and its meaning are harder to
find. Naturalist Sigurd Olson
wrote, “No adult can know such
sustained contentment [as a
child], but there are moments
that do come.”

A moment came the other
day, among the pine trees. | was
aware of the beauty around me,
filling me with contentment. |
stayed as long as | could.

— Dave Greschner

Local Outdoor Column, First Place
(Overall Divisions)
The Chronotype, Rice Lake

Scout, Gays Mills

Judge’s Comments: Very well done.
This column captured a highlight
reel moment and wrote in such a
way that you could easily visualize it.
Nice subject, nice writing, nice job
Second Place: Jeremy Mayo, 7he
Northwoods River News, Rhinelander
Judge’s Comments: This writer
writes with a purpose and educates
the reader. Good topics and good
explanation from start to finish.
Well worth the read.

Third Place: Nate Beier, Hillsboro
Sentry-Enterprise, Hillsboro

Judge’s Comments: A good effort
which I am sure readers look
forward to viewing every week.
Well researched and written so it all
makes sense. Nice job

Local Outdoor
Column

Overall Divisions

First Place: Dave Greschner, 7he
Chronotype, Rice Lake

Judge’s Comments: Poignant,
interesting, poetical. These are really
enjoyable columns. They are clear,
easy to read and transporting.
Second Place: Kurt Krueger, Vilas
County News-Review, Eagle River
Third Place: Thomas H. Nicholls,
Price County Review, Phillips
Honorable Mention: Kevin Naze,
The Press Times, Green Bay

Rookie Reporter of
the Year
Daily Division

First Place: Caden Perry, La Crosse

Tribune, La Crosse
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Rookie Reporter of the Year, First Place (Daily Division)
Caden Perry - La Crosse Tribune

Judge’s Comments: Tough topic,

excellent reporting, superior writing.

'The reporter demonstrates the
kind of talent usually reserved for
more seasoned writers. He has an
uncanny instinct for organizing
the piece and making sure that all
of the voices are heard in a concise
and balanced fashion. I admit to
being really intrigued by this, since
I've some acquaintances among
UW faculty and I had not even
heard about this! The reporter did
a wonderful job with this story as
well as the homeless dying veteran
and the homes built near the sand
mines. I loved the homeless veteran

story--we encounter so many of
them in our small rural community.
'The writer clearly understands

his job as a storyteller as well as a
reporter. Well done!

Second Place: Jesse Lin, Green Bay
Press-Gazette, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: The first two
entries in this set were good. They
demonstrated solid reporting and

balanced use of quotes and narrative.

But the story of the blind and deaf
man’s father’s efforts to get stop
signs placed at an intersection left
me crying. That story is exceptional.
'The reporter really hit it out of the
park. I hope he submits it to the

local chapter of the SPJ. It’s a great
piece. Excellent work!

Third Place: Zack Goodrow,
Watertown Daily Times, Janesville
Judge’s Comments: The reporter
has an exceptional ability to write
about those things that are so
important to communities: local
government, local public safety, and
local development. Excellent work
in reporting and in writing. Clearly,
this reporter will have a long career
ahead.

Honorable Mention: Katie Garcia,
The Gazette, Janesville

Judge’s Comments: Fine examples
of community reporting and solid
storytelling to accompany these

pieces. I am positive the readers of
the Gazette appreciate the reporter’s
talent for getting the story and
writing it in a concise, objective
manner. Well done!

Weekly Division

First Place: Audrey Lehman, Vilas
County News-Review, Eagle River
Judge’s Comments: I feel this writer
can handle any type of story from
hard news to features to sports.
Good insight on subjects. Writing
style wants the reader to keep on
reading. Very good entry.

Second Place: Maddie Bergstrom,
The Verona Press, Verona

Judge’s Comments: Good writing

Rookie Reporter of the Year, First Place (Weekly Division)
Audrey Lehman - Vilas Couny News-Review, Eagle River
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style and has the ability to tell the
complete story. Every piece submitted
was well written and gave complete
information. Very solid entry.

Third Place: Jayme Bahl, Monroe
County Herald, Sparta

Judge’s Comments: A very in depth
look at an issue that affects many
communities. Well researched and
well presented. Keep up the good
work.Honorable Mention: Mickey
Schommer, 7he Press Times, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: Writer does a
very good job in getting the story
right. Everything written was well
worth the read.

General News Photo
Division A
First Place: Sarah Kloepping, Green
Bay Press-Gazette, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: We felt this
photo was a good example of coming
away from what could have been a
rather stale environment with a really
attention-getting photo.
Second Place: John Hart, Wisconsin
State Journal, Madison
Judge’s Comments: We felt like the
tacial expression of the police officer
in the center really elevated this
photo to second place. A bit tighter
of a crop (particularly cleaning
up the lower left-hand corner)
would have made this a bit better
composition.
Third Place: Dan Powers, 7he Post-
Crescent, Appleton
Judge’s Comments: We liked the
clean composition of this photo and
telt that it conveyed the emotion of
the first day of school well.
Honorable Mention: Amber Arnold,
Wisconsin State Journal, Madison
Judge’s Comments: We like the
story this photo told, especially with
the info from the caption, but felt

that the two people standing on
the left side of the frame were a bit
distracting.

Division B
First Place: Gary Klein, Herald
Times Reporter, Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: The
photographer did a good job of
bringing us close to the subjects
and that helps the viewer feel the

emotions the subjects are feeling.

Second Place: Gary Klein, 75e

Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: This photo was
a really nice moment that told the
story the event.

Third Place: Gary Klein, Oshkosh
Northwestern, Oshkosh

Division C
First Place: Luke Klink, Ladysmith

News, Ladysmith
Judge’s Comments: Great shot, cute

subject and great headline. Well done.

Second Place: Jennifer Rodriguez

General News Photo, First Place (Division C)
Ladysmith News

Moran, Monroe County Herald, Sparta
Judge’s Comments: Very cool
subject and amazing color!
Third Place: Dean Hall, 75¢
Lakeland Times, Minocqua
Judge’s Comments: Looks like the
machine is literally taking a bite out
of the house.
Honorable Mention: Mike
Hollihan, 7he Press Times, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: Cute!
Division D
First Place: Jed Carlson, Superior
Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: Great job of
capturing some emotion and a great
quick moment from a routine event.
It’s clean, clear and communicates
immediately. Nicely done.
Second Place: Maria Lockwood,
Superior Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: We love the
interaction in this genuine moment.
Every dog owner can relate to this.
Third Place: Eric Johnson, Lake
Geneva Regional News, Lake Geneva
Judge’s Comments: This is framed
very nicely. Nothing distracts from
the little girl and the great time she
seems to be having. It all works to
tell the story.
Honorable Mention: Natalie
Dillon, 7he Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: Great job by
the photographer of working to
bring viewers a unique viewpoint.
'The framing and timing are both
excellent.

Division
First Place: Maddie Bergstrom, Zhe
Verona Press, Verona
Judge’s Comments: Everything
seems to come together in this
sharp, visually interesting, well

composed image of an unusual
performance.
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Second Place: Gillian Pomplun,
Crawford County Independent & The
Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills

Judge’s Comments: Good
illustration for an important safety
story about a deceptively dangerous
aspect of farming.

Third Place: Gillian Pomplun,
Crawford County Independent & The
Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills

Judge’s Comments: A happy water
taxi rider helps draw attention to
the story.

Honorable Mention: Jeremy
Mayo, The Northwoods River News,
Rhinelander

Judge’s Comments: Good night
shot. The watchers in the foreground
help add perspective. A little tighter
crop taking out the distracting
doorway light might have helped
the impact of this image.

Spot News Photo
Division A

First Place: Dan Powers, 7he Post-
Crescent, Appleton
Judge’s Comments: Great flooding
shot — the man-as-measuring-stick
provides a humous twist.
Second Place: Matt Milner, Leader-
Telegram, Eau Claire
Judge’s Comments: Sure, it would
be nice to have an element of
toreground interest in this photo,
but sometimes, just being there is its
own reward. Beautiful photo.
Third Place: Anthony Wahl, 75e
Gazette, Janesville
Judge’s Comments: Powerful
collection of damage photos after a
significant storm.
Honorable Mention: Bill
Glasheen, The Post-Crescent,
Appleton
Judge’s Comments: A clever find in
tornado aftermath.

Division B
First Place: Ed Zagorski,
Watertown Daily Times, Janesville
Judge’s Comments: The first-place
photo took advantage of interesting
light in a difficult situation to
photograph.
Second Place: Paul Williams,
EagleHerald, Marinette
Judge’s Comments: Of the two
photos in the entry, the vertical
showing the rescuer carrying the
deer is the winner.
Third Place: Ed Zagorski,
Watertown Daily Times, Janesville
Judge’s Comments: Straightforward
coverage, but well-composed. Extra
credit was given for ID’ing the

firefighter.

Division C
First Place: Renee Draszkiewicz,
The Lakeland Times, Minocqua
Second Place: David Hall, Neenah

News, Neenah
Third Place: Shane Fitzsimmons,

The Press Times, Green Bay

Honorable Mention: Dean Hall,
The Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Division D
First Place: P.J. Glisson, 7The Globe,
Ironwood
Second Place: Justin Runberg,
Amery Free Press, Amery
Third Place: Tyler Florczak, 7he
Chetek Alert, Chetek

Honorable Mention: Tyler
Florczak, The Chetek Alert, Chetek

Division E
First Place: Logan Everson, Nate
Beier, Cashton Record, Cashton
Second Place: Jeremy Mayo, 7he
Northwoods River News, Rhinelander
Third Place: Charley Preusser,
Crawford County Independent & The
Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills
Honorable Mention: Valorie

Brecht, Cheyenne Thomas, Tribune
Record Gleaner, Abbotsford

Spot News Photo, First Place (Division C)
The Lakeland Times

Sports Action Photo
Division A
First Place: Dan Powers, 7he Post-
Crescent, Appleton
Judge’s Comments: Peak action at a
Packers game.
Second Place: Bill Glasheen, 75e
Post-Crescent, Appleton
Judge’s Comments: Interesting
graphic baseball pic.
Third Place: Tork Mason, Green
Bay Press-Gazette, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: Excellent pro
football shot.
Honorable Mention: Efrain
Sueldo, Leader-Telegram, Eau Claire
Judge’s Comments: Nice light! Not
much else to say, but it’s really nice
light.
Division B
First Place: Jimmy Oswald, Beloit
Daily News, Beloit
Judge’s Comments: A compelling
image that captures both sides of
the moment of winning and losing.
Second Place: Gary Klein, 75e
Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: Peak action.
Third Place: Matt Lehmann,
EagleHerald, Marinette
Judge’s Comments: Nice image that
captures the excitement of winning
a championship or three.
Honorable Mention: Tork Mason,
Wausau Daily Herald, Wausau
Judge’s Comments: Interesting
football image.

Division C
First Place: William Zuelke, Vilas
County News-Review, Eagle River
Second Place: Janelle Fisher, 75e
Press Times, Green Bay

Third Place: Larry Mohr, Peninsula
Pulse, Baileys Harbor
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Honorable Mention: Sam Arendt,
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington
Division D
First Place: Travis Nyhus, Z5e
Chronotype, Rice Lake
Judge’s Comments: This is a
heckuva baseball photo that,
unfortunately, had the drama and
impact sucked out of it by lack of
cropping, and underplay. Nice
moment.
Second Place: Jed Carlson, Superior
Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: Interesting
image. Awkward, sure, but I found
myself looking at every part of the
image.
Third Place: Bob Burrows, Star-
Observer, Hudson
Judge’s Comments: The moment of
jubilation is always unpredictable.
'This frame captures enough of the
excitement to memorialize the
moment.
Honorable Mention: Natalie
Dillon, 7he Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: Who doesn't

like mud volleyball? Fun image —
out of the ordinary image for the
readers.

Division E
First Place: Nate Beier, Cashton
Record, Cashton
Judge’s Comments: Clear winner -
really stood out for the perspective
and the unusual scene! Well done!
Second Place: Nate Beier, Cashzon
Record, Cashton
Judge’s Comments: Loved all of the
excitement, fanfare and expressions.
Third Place: Nate Beier, Hillsboro
Sentry-Enterprise, Hillsboro

Judge’s Comments: Cool shot - you
can feel the action and intensity.

Sports Feature
Photo

Division A
First Place: Tork Mason, Green Bay

Press-Gazette, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: We liked

Sports Action Photo, First Place (Division )
Cashton Record

the multiple layers of celebration
happening in this photo.
Second Place: Dan Powers, The
Post-Crescent, Appleton

Third Place: Saskia Hatvany, La

Crosse Tribune, La Crosse
Division B

First Place: Tork Mason, Marshfield

News-Herald, Marshfield

Second Place: Gary Klein, Herald

Times Reporter, Manitowoc

Judge’s Comments: Another

great moment, we liked the clean

composition and felt like the

negative space complimented the

quiet moment between the two

players well.

Third Place: Gary Klein, 75e
Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc

Division C
First Place: Nate Beier, Monroe
County Herald, Sparta

Sports Feature Photo, First Place (Division C)
Monroe County Herald, Sparta

Second Place: Logan Everson,
Monroe County Herald, Sparta
Third Place: Kate Reichl, 7%e
Lakeland Times, Minocqua
Honorable Mention: Trevor
Greene, The Lakeland Times,
Minocqua

Division D
First Place: Jed Carlson, Superior
Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: Amazing. This
is the very definition of a sports
teature. Clearly the first place
winner in this category.
Second Place: Brian Thomsen, 75e
Valders Journal, Valders
Judge’s Comments: Excellent job of
looking beyond the obvious action
for a nice candid moment.
Third Place: Benjamin Pierce,
Trempealeau County Times,
Whitehall
Judge’s Comments: Great job
of capturing the emotion of this
longtime coach. This is difficult to
do under tough lighting conditions.
Honorable Mention: Adam Krebs,
The Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: Another
great moment here beyond the
action. Too bad this only ran one
column, it really deserved better
play. Still a very nice capture by the
photographer.

Division E
First Place: Nate Beier, Hillsboro
Sentry-Enterprise, Hillsboro
Second Place: Brett LaBore, 7e
Northwoods River News, Rhinelander
Third Place: Miya Grunert, Ripon
Commonwealth Press, Ripon
Honorable Mention: Nate

Beier, Hillsboro Sentry-Enterprise,
Hillsboro
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Feature Photo
Division A

First Place: Amber Arnold,

Wisconsin State Journal, Madison

Judge’s Comments: A nice moment

that we felt told the story of the

day. Winter’s ending and this guy’s

getting one of his last lunch-time

ice skating sessions in.

Second Place: Anthony Wahl, 75e

Gazette, Janesville

Judge’s Comments: Beautiful

morning light and composition.

'Third Place: John Hart, Wisconsin
State Journal, Madison

Division B
First Place: Gary Klein, Herald
Times Reporter, Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: We loved the
different kids’ facial expressions.
Second Place: Paul Williams,
EagleHerald, Marinette
Third Place: Gary Klein, Herald

Times Reporter, Manitowoc
Division C
First Place: Bill Schanen IV,
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington
Judge’s Comments: Just a stunning
photograph. The news was big
enough that a standard photo of the
birds would probably have worked,
but the photographer didn't stop
there. This sums up what wildlife
photography should really be all
about. An amazing moment that
took patience and perseverance. The
clear winner in this category.
Second Place: Michael Cooney,
Oshkosh Herald, Oshkosh
Judge’s Comments: Great photos
convey a mood or feeling and
this certainly left us with one
impression: Cold. Kudos to the

photographer for being out there

at dawn on a freezing morning to
make a beautiful image.

Third Place: Sam Arendt, Ozaukee
Press, Port Washington

Judge’s Comments: Great job
matching the tagline with the photo,
it certainly is a “new perspective.”
Photo jumps right oft the page and
makes an impact.

Honorable Mention: Dean Hall,
The Lakeland Times, Minocqua
Judge’s Comments: Easily could
have been in second or third place.
Amazing job of finding a new
approach to something that I'm sure
gets covered every year. It may not
be everybody’s cup of tea, but it’s
interesting and new and very well
done.

Division D
First Place: Casey Krautkramer, Z5e
Record-Review, Abbotsford
Judge’s Comments: This is the
winner because of the kid in the
middle. While others viewed this
heavenly event as a big deal, he
didn't think so. The photographer
told the story well with this photo.
Second Place: Natalie Dillon, 75e
Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: Getting in the
right spot for a photo is the first rule
of newspaper photography. Hustling
and effort led to this great image
Third Place: P.J. Glisson, 7he Globe,
Ironwood
Judge’s Comments: A crowded field

of great photos means this one is

Feature Photo, First Place (Division C)
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington

relegated to third place, although
any of the top three could have been
number one. Great work.
Honorable Mention: Natalie
Dillon, The Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: Bubbles are
always fun and the photographer
did well to capture the emotion of
happiness in this image. So many
good entries that this one could also
have been the winner in this category.
Division E
First Place: Cari Cornelius, 7he
Woodwille Leader, Spring Valley
Judge’s Comments: Unbelievably
adorable — who doesn’t love
animals!? I think this was a great
capture by the photographer.
Second Place: Logan Everson,
Cashton Record, Cashton
Judge’s Comments: As a photograph
goes, this is top notch. As a feature,
I would have perhaps liked to have
seen a little more action or reality
of the work that goes into growing
garlic like that.
Third Place: Charley Preusser,
Crawford County Independent & The
Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills
Judge’s Comments: Truly a great
capture — I think we’re going to see
a lot of great things coming up from
this publication photography-wise.

Artistic Photo
Division A
First Place: John Hart, Wisconsin

State Journal, Madison

Judge’s Comments: This was the
whole package of color, content,
technical, an CreatiVIi_rIy. Great Job
Second Place: John Hart,
Wisconsin State Journal, Madison

Judge’s Comments: Beautiful use of
color. Looks like it should framed

and on a wall.
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Third Place: Sarah Kloepping,
Green Bay Press-Gazette, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: Lovely color and
content. Caught the eye right away.
Honorable Mention: Bill Glasheen,
The Post-Crescent, Appleton
Judge’s Comments: Congratulations
on catching lightning. Beautiful
colors.

Division B
Second Place: Gary Klein, 75e
Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: Nothing says
action and fun like a fair, and this
photo shows that action up close,
defined, and well. Like the people
for perspective.
Third Place: Paul Williams,
EagleHerald, Marinette
Judge’s Comments: Isolation is the
theme, nature’s color gradient is on
display and the sun - I am squinting
and shivering at the same time.
Honorable Mention: Gary Klein,
The Sheboygan Press, Manitowoc
Judge’s Comments: A fall picture
worthy of mention with a unique
building to balance the colors of
nature.

Division C
First Place: Dean Hall, The
Lakeland Times, Minocqua
Second Place: Larry Mobhr,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Third Place: Remy Carmichael,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor

Honorable Mention: Dean Hall,
The Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Division D
First Place: Jed Carlson, Superior
Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: Fantastic use of

lighting and shadows.
Second Place: Travis Nyhus, 7he

Chronotype, Rice Lake

Judge’s Comments: Great sense of
motion.

Third Place: Sarah Nigbor, The
Pierce County Journal, Ellsworth
Judge’s Comments: Loved seeing
something without people!
Honorable Mention: Natalie Dillon,
The Monroe Times, Monroe

Judge’s Comments: Excellent use of
reflection.

Division £
First Place: Logan Everson,
Cashton Record, Cashton
Judge’s Comments: The best of the
best right here.
Second Place: Anne Trautner,
Kewaskum Statesman, Kewaskum
Judge’s Comments: Just an

incredible capture of light and
shadow!

Third Place: Renee Draszkiewicz,

The Northwoods River News,
Rhinelander
Judge’s Comments: Wonderful shot

of something pretty mundane.

Photo Essay

Daily Division
First Place: Ruthie Hauge, 75e Cap
Times, Madison
Judge’s Comments: This was such a
compelling story and corresponding
images. I truly enjoyed reading this!
Second Place: Saskia Hatvany, La
Crosse Tribune, La Crosse
Judge’s Comments: Wow, what a
powerful piece.
Third Place: Dan Powers, 7he Post-
Crescent, Appleton

Judge’s Comments: I loved seeing
the joy on the students’ faces and

Photo Essay, First Place (Daily Division)
The Cap Times, Madison

the fashion that was worn at the
dance. It looked like a joyful time
was had by all.

Honorable Mention: Brandon
Berg, The Chippewa Herald,
Chippewa Falls

Judge’s Comments: Loved seeing
these student athletes enjoying
victories on the field!

Division C
First Place: Trevor Greene, 7he
Lakeland Times, Minocqua
Judge’s Comments: I felt this piece
best represents the category. The
photos are eye-catching, diverse,
and attractive, and the design
complements the photos and story.
It certainly talks about topics near
and dear to the readers. The writing

and the cutlines and the photos
work as a complete story-telling
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package. As a reader, I would be
satisfied and enriched by this piece.
Second Place: Kurt Krueger, Gary
Ridderbusch, Doug Etten, Al West,
Vilas County News-Review, Eagle
River

Judge’s Comments: I liked this

entry because it delivers on what it
promises - faces! The photos ARE
up-close. Too many photographers
shy away from close-ups but readers
love them. Of course, there is a mix
here, as well as some important
information accompanying a storied
event. The Cierra photo is wonderful
- showing two views at once.

Third Place: Janelle Fisher, Sue
Schroeder, The Press Times, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: There is color,
movement, and plenty of faces

here, as well as solid, story-telling
information in the cutlines. A lot
of families were happy with this
edition, and these local students, I
am sure, appreciated the coverage.
Two suggestions: Get at least one
close-up. Give photographer Janelle
a bigger credit line!

Honorable Mention: Kurt Krueger,
Vilas County News-Review, Eagle
River

Judge’s Comments: There are
amazing, up-close, vibrant photos.
But there were elements missing -
the WWWWWH and the impact
the spaces and animals have in this
coverage area and beyond. The essay
needs to give information as well as
visuals. What stream, forest, season,
etc.? Tell us please.

Division D
First Place: Eric Johnson, Lake
Geneva Regional News, Lake Geneva
Judge’s Comments: I loved these
colorful, engaging photos of the
county fair!
Second Place: Kenton Troutman,

The Chetek Alert, Chetek

Judge’s Comments: This photo essay
was a beautiful tribute to the fallen
officer. You could really feel the
emotion in each of the images.
Third Place: Natalie Dillon, 75e
Monroe Times, Monroe

Judge’s Comments: This collection
of photos reminded me of my own
homecoming days and hometown
pride. Wonderful!

Honorable Mention: A.]. Gates,
Grant County Herald Independent,
Lancaster

Judge’s Comments: The joy of each
of these ball players was palpable in
each of the photos!

Division E
First Place: Nate Beier, Hil/lsboro
Sentry-Enterprise, Hillsboro
Judge’s Comments: Excellent mix
of photos that tell the story of this
historic game. And outstanding
choice for the stand-alone photo of
the rebound. What a great shot.
Second Place: Brett LaBore, Bob
Mainhardt, Jeremy Mayo, Zhe
Northwoods River News, Rhinelander
Third Place: Jonathan Bailey, Roger
Mathews, Ripon Commonwealth
Press, Ripon
Honorable Mention: Logan

Everson, Nate Beier, Cashton Record,
Cashton

Overall Page Design
Weekly Division

First Place: Karie Schmidt, Valorie
Brecht, Cheyenne Thomas, 7ribune
Record Gleaner, Abbotsford

Judge’s Comments: Very
memorable.

Second Place: Adam Krebs, 7he
Monroe Times, Monroe

Judge’s Comments: Like the way

the story was laid out.

Third Place: Brad Allen, Jack
Miller, The Verona Press, Verona
Judge’s Comments: Nice use of
color and pictures.

Honorable Mention: Jason Nihles,
The Platteville Journal, Platteville
Judge’s Comments: Very nice and
consistent design which I liked.

Visual Storytelling
Division A

First Place: Saskia Hatvany, La
Crosse Tribune, La Crosse
Judge’s Comments:
Second Place: Ricardo Arguello,
Jim Rosandick, Dan Powers,
Bill Glasheen, 7he Post-Crescent,

Appleton
Third Place: Ruthie Hauge, 75¢ Cap

Visual Storytelling, First Place (Division C)
Monroe County Herald, Sparta

Times, Madison

Honorable Mention: Sarah
Kloepping, Green Bay Press-Gazette,
Green Bay

Division C
First Place: Logan Everson, Nate
Beier, Monroe County Herald, Sparta
Second Place: Nate Beier, Logan
Everson, Monroe County Herald,
Sparta
Third Place: Nate Beier, Monroe
County Herald, Sparta
Honorable Mention: Heather

Holmes, Beckie Gaskill, Staff, 75e
Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Division DE

First Place: Sarah Sabatke, Doug
Sabatke, 7he Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: This was fun,
informative and energetic - nacho
normal layout of graphics! Love the
consistency of the theme and look
in the visual elements into this slice
of Wisconsin culture.

Second Place: Dan Williamson,
Clint Austin, Superior Telegram,
Superior

Judge’s Comments: Lovely photo
used throughout the layout, and
the video was an added visual that
helped tell the story.

Third Place: Logan Everson, Nate
Beier, Cashton Record, Cashton
Judge’s Comments: Original (and
maybe brave) approach to scatter
the photos on difterent pages, but
the visual consistency really tied it
together.

Audio Storytelling

Overall Divisions

First Place: Dan Williamson,
Maria Lockwood, Superior Telegram,

Superior
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Judge’s Comments: Loved it. People
are so connected and interested in
the history of their community. This
podcast series has to be a hit with
the community. Well produced!
Second Place: Myles Dannhausen
Jr., Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Third Place: Debra Fitzgerald,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Honorable Mention: Myles
Dannhausen Jr., Peninsula Pulse,

Baileys Harbor

Best Video
Daily Division

First Place: Sarah Kloepping, Green
Bay Press-Gazette, Green Bay
Second Place: Bryce Gauger,
Wisconsin State Journal, Madison
Third Place: Saskia Hatvany, La

Crosse Tribune, La Crosse

Adventising

Honorable Mention: Jake
Kocorowski, Samantha Madar,
Jim Polzin, Wisconsin State Journal,

Madison

Weekly Division

First Place: Dan Williamson,
Superior Telegram, Superior

Second Place: Sarah Sabatke, Doug
Sabatke, 7he Monroe Times, Monroe
Third Place: Tom LaVenture, Price
County Review, Phillips

Honorable Mention: John Dalton,
The Dodgeville Chronicle, Dodgeville

Bill Payne Award

Division ABC
First Place: Lindsey Witter, The

Gazette, Janesville

Best Video, First Place (Daily Division)
Green Bay Press-Gazette

Second Place: Heather Holmes,
The Lakeland Times, Minocqua
Third Place: Janelle Fisher, The
Press Times, Green Bay
Honorable Mention: Doug Etten,
Kurt Krueger, Al West, Vilas
County News-Review, Eagle River

Division DE

First Place: James Moran, The
Chetek Alert, Chetek

Second Place: LANCE RAY, The
Monroe Times, Monroe

Third Place: Scott Blatchford,

Superior Telegram, Superior

Salesperson of the
Year
Overall Divisions

First Place: Jess Farley, Peninsula
Pulse, Baileys Harbor

Judge’s Comments: Jess Farley
Nelson has shown significant
growth in a career that apparently,
chose her as much as she chose

it. Starting from scratch to being

an integral part of the team with
multiple responsibilities is admirable
and best of all, Jess is sharing

her love of a small, community
newspaper and vast, acquired

knowledge with her staft. Well done

and a well deserved first place finish.

Best RestaurantAd
Division C

First Place: Renee Puccini, Jess
Farley Nielsen, Peninsula Pulse,
Baileys Harbor
Judge’s Comments: Great graphics
and good use of color.
Chairs overlooking the water really
tell the story! Good use of type
Second Place: Janelle Fisher, 7he
Press Times, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: Great
photography and clear message
about location and contact
information
Third Place: Casie Mallien, 75¢
Press Times, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: Great

photography and good use of burst

Best Restaurant Ad, First Place (Division D)
Grant Counry Herald Independent, Lancaster
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with information.

Division D
First Place: Emily Koch, Grant
County Herald Independent,
Lancaster
Judge’s Comments: Great use of
color, type and photography
Second Place: Scott Blatchford,
Superior Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: Great use of
type, color and graphics.
Third Place: Tyra Saddoris, Zhe
Boscobel Dial, Boscobel
Judge’s Comments: Great use of
graphics and the ad stands out to
the reader.
Honorable Mention: The Globe
Advertising Staff, The Globe,
Ironwood
Judge’s Comments: Great layout and
good use of type

Division E
First Place: Renee Draszkiewicz,
Al West, Madeleine De Fore,
The Northwoods River News,
Rhinelander
Judge’s Comments: Easy to read and
good use of type
Second Place: Tyra Saddoris,
Muscoda Progressive, Muscoda
Judge’s Comments: Easy to read and
great photography
Third Place: Joy Dain, Courier
Sentinel, Cornell

Judge’s Comments: Very creative
and easy to read

Best Large Ad

Division ABC

First Place: Janelle Fisher, 75e Press
Times, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: A fun design to
creatively handle an event schedule.
Visually draws the reader in to the

Best Large Ad, First Place (Division ABC)
The Press Time, Green Bay

ad to take in a lot of information.
Great idea, well executed.Sharp
looking ad. Good use of photos and
graphics. Typically boring coupons
are given life as 3D images popping
off the page.

Second Place: Renee Puccini, Jess
Farley Nielsen, Peninsula Pulse,
Baileys Harbor

Judge’s Comments: Sharp looking
ad. Good use of photos and
graphics. Typically boring coupons

are given life as 3D images popping
off the page.

Third Place: Doug Etten, Kurt
Krueger, Al West, Vilas County
News-Review, Eagle River

Judge’s Comments: Very colorful
night shot of the complex is eye-
catching, along with large, bright
photos capturing the excitement of
the event.

Honorable Mention: Shereen Siewert,
Wausau Pilot and Review, Wausau

Judge’s Comments: Creative
background picks up the colors from
the carpet in the photo. The paint
from background brushed over the
lower corner of the photo is a nice
touch. Choice of font resulted in
odd spacing that needs kerning,
otherwise a very nicely done ad.
Division D
First Place: Tai Ruegsegger, 7he
Monroe Times, Monroe
Judge’s Comments: This ad displays
top-notch uses of graphics and
typography. Very clean, bold, and
creative.
Second Place: Staft, Grant County
Herald Independent, Lancaster
Judge’s Comments: I really like the
retro look of this ad. Interesting and
eye-catching design.
Third Place: Kati Schoelzel, 7he
Record-Review, Abbotsford
Judge’s Comments: This ad grabs
your attention and through the use
of well-placed images, compels the
audience to read the details.
Division E
First Place: Jessica Brownell, Jason
Nihles, Fennimore Times, Fennimore
Judge’s Comments: A very exciting
design. Love the comic book feel.
Second Place: Tyra Saddoris, 7he
Richland Observer, Richland Center
Judge’s Comments: I enjoyed the
“retro” look of this ad — nice use of
color and headline typography.
Third Place: Carole Schurtz,
Tribune Press Reporter, Glenwood City
Judge’s Comments: This ad is very
bold and attention-grabbing. Also,
a nice tribute to this young man’s
accomplishment.

Best Small Ad
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Division C
First Place: Eric Roellig, Monroe
County Herald, Sparta
Judge’s Comments: Large powerful
graphic demands attention, pops out
of the border and off the page.
Second Place: Press Times
Production Staff, 7he Press Times,
Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: Inviting ad is
simple and to the point.
Third Place: Rebecca Casarez,
Ozaukee Press, Port Washington
Judge’s Comments: A lot of
elements and info flow into this very
colorful small ad.

Division D
First Place: Michelle Carlson, Janis
Redman, Sawyer County Record,
Hayward

Judge’s Comments: Excellent photo
of a delicious dinner and appreciate

Best Small Ad, First Place (Division )
Tri-County Press, Cuba City

Advertising

the message as to where it came
from (and how the cattle are raised).
Savor the Flavor is a clever heading
and immediately catches the eye
(as does the photo)! Effective
messaging.
Second Place: Jessica Brownell,
Grant County Herald Independent,
Lancaster
Judge’s Comments: Unusual and
clever graphic of the plumber.
Simple and direct messaging.
Horizontal format dominates the
page. Good use of color.
Third Place: The Globe Advertising
Staff, 7he Globe, Ironwood
Judge’s Comments: Clever merge of
logo with a real photo of snowshoes
in the snow. Covers the activities
they offer year round, beyond just
the snow activities. Creative, small
space ad!
Honorable Mention: Scott
Blatchford, Superior Telegram, Superior
Judge’s Comments: Plenty of
photos, well organized and good use
of color to help with separating each
category.

Division E
First Place: Jessica Brownell, Jodi
White, 77i-County Press, Cuba City
Judge’s Comments: Well organized,
sufficient info, photos of pancakes
and eggs/sausage stood out. Very
cute and eye-catching background
tied it all together.
Second Place: Carole Schurtz,
Tribune Press Reporter, Glenwood
City
Judge’s Comments: Well organized
and balanced and the choice of the
red truck was perfect amongst the
otherwise black background.
Third Place: Renee Draszkiewicz,
Al West, The Northwoods River
News, Rhinelander
Judge’s Comments: Festive art, to

the point and effective.
Honorable Mention: Karie
Schmidt, Tribune Record Gleaner,
Abbotsford

Judge’s Comments: Sam is front
and center as he should be and his
engaging smile catches the readers’
attention. I bet he is a very good
pianist too!

Best Ad Idea(Series)

Division ABC

First Place: Casie Mallien, 7he Press
Times, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: Fun series
encourages reader participation by
choosing your favorite pizza place.
In a friendly rivalry the meter fills
up each week based on sales and at
the same time promotes awareness
of charity donation.

Second Place: Heather Holmes,
The Lakeland Times, Minocqua
Judge’s Comments: Large logo is
placed prominently. Ad features a
strong call to action. Backgrounds
used are inviting to get outdoors,
promoting use of t heir products.
Third Place: Renee Puccini, Steve
Grutzmacher, Peninsula Pulse,
Baileys Harbor

Judge’s Comments: Candid
photos of locals enjoying their
experience gives readers a feel of
the atmosphere and reinforces the

headline.

Division D
First Place: James Moran, 7be
Chetek Alert, Chetek
Judge’s Comments: Love how they
use an adorable dog as their mascot
and tie him into holidays. The ads
are cute, easy to read, and a solid

constant reminder of the business
that is in a crowded category. Well

done!
First Place: Jessica Brownell, Jodi
White, Fennimore Times, Fennimore
Judge’s Comments: Such a fun and
engaging contest for both readers
and sponsors! The ongoing aspect
gave readers a reason to check back
consistently, the sponsors enjoyed
a level of frequency and the tie-
breaker questions involved a little
digging with each sponsor (and
additional engagement). Making the
weekly gift certificate valid at one of
the sponsors only was also genius.
I just might have to steal this idea.
Well done!
Second Place: Renee Draszkiewicz,
Madeleine De Fore, The Northwoods
River News, Rhinelander
Judge’s Comments: The ad
campaign is a creative, worthy and
helpful tool for the readers!

Division £
First Place: Jessica Brownell, Jodi
White, Fennimore Times, Fennimore
Judge’s Comments: Such a fun and
engaging contest for both readers
and sponsors! The ongoing aspect
gave readers a reason to check back
consistently, the sponsors enjoyed
a level of frequency and the tie-
breaker questions involved a little
digging with each sponsor (and
additional engagement). Making the
weekly gift certificate valid at one of
the sponsors only was also genius.
I just might have to steal this idea.
Well done!
Second Place: Renee Draszkiewicz,
Madeleine De Fore, The Northwoods
River News, Rhinelander
Judge’s Comments: The ad
campaign is a creative, worthy and

helpful tool for the readers!

Best Use of Color
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Division ABC

First Place: Renee Puccini, Jess
Farley Nielsen, Peninsula Pulse,
Baileys Harbor

Judge’s Comments: Colorful art
photographs pop off the black
background. Colored text matches
logo.

Second Place: Casie Mallien, 7he
Press Times, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: Extra attention
to detail went into the design of
this advertorial - strong graphic
headline, drop cap paragraph, text
wrap on clipped image. A lot of info
presented neatly with a nice blue
color scheme.

Third Place: Shereen Siewert,
Wausau Pilot and Review, Wausau
Judge’s Comments: Brightly colored
petunia photo with matching
colored border and green info box
listing the featured items is very
suitable for this greenhouse ad.

Division D
Second Place: Emily Koch,
Grant County Herald Independent,
Lancaster
Third Place: LANCE RAY, 7%e
Monroe Times, Monroe
Honorable Mention: Scott
Blatchford, Superior Telegram,

Superior

Advertising

Division E
First Place: Tyra Saddoris,
Crawford County Independent & The
Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills
Judge’s Comments: This is what
a great ad should look like -- not
overly busy, and smart color choices
that tie in each aspect of what is
being advertised.
Second Place: Tyra Saddoris, 7he
Richland Observer, Richland Center
Judge’s Comments: Simple use of
color can make a bold statement

and a memorable ad — this has it all.

Third Place: Renee Draszkiewicz,
Madeleine De Fore, The Northwoods
River News, Rhinelander

Judge’s Comments: Great use of
contrasting colors to highlight

events while not being overly “loud”.

Best Multiple
Advertiser Spread
Division ABC

First Place: Logan Everson, Monroe

County Herald, Sparta

Judge’s Comments: Extremely
impressed with this attention
grabbing layout. Well executed
retro design, excellent choice of
typography and use of color, action
shot duotones on distressed football

Best Use of Color, First Place (DivisionE)
Crawford County Independent & The Kickapoo Scout, Gays Mills

field background, team headshots
on sidelines, My compliments to
the designer, I love everything about
this sharp looking page.

Second Place: Beloit Daily News
Staft, Beloit Daily News, Beloit
Judge’s Comments: Can’t go wrong
showcasing the talents of young
artists. Nicely designed hand-drawn
look of the cover and page headers
are appropriate for the theme of this
section. Fun section for the reader.
Third Place: Kyle Harmon,
Ladysmith News, Ladysmith

Judge’s Comments: Nicely laid out
page for a good cause with lots of
advertising support. Paw prints

) M.

dotting the “I's”is a nice touch.
Division D

First Place: Kim Corpian, Courier

Best Multiple Advertiser Spread, First Place
(Division E)
Cashton Record

Press, Prairie Du Chien

Second Place: Ann Rupp, Carol
Tyson, The Platteville Journal,
Platteville

Third Place: Ann Rupp, Carol
Tyson, The Platteville Journal,
Platteville

Honorable Mention: Jessica
Brownell, Grant County Herald
Independent, Lancaster

Division £
First Place: Logan Everson, Cashton
Record, Cashton
Second Place: Staft, Courier Sentinel,
Cornell

Third Place: Diane Everson, 7be
Edgerton Reporter, Edgerton

Best Use of Art
Service
Division ABC

First Place: Press Times Production
Staff, The Press Times, Green Bay
Judge’s Comments: A great
selection for the main graphic in
this ad. Nice design.

Second Place: 7he Gazette, Janesville
Judge’s Comments: Nice use of art
service image.

Third Place: Heather Holmes, 7he
Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Judge’s Comments: Effective use of
art service elements.

Division D
First Place: Jessica Brownell,
Jodi White, Grant County Herald
Independent, Lancaster
Judge’s Comments: This is a very well-
designed ad. Despite a lot going on, it
has a creative flow; and everything is
easy to read. I love the homage to an

all-time Christmas classic.
Second Place: James Moran, 7he
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Adventising

Chetek Alert, Chetek

Judge’s Comments: This series of
ads demonstrates that graphics and
images from an art service can be
manipulated into attention-getting
ads. Nice work.

Third Place: Jessica Brownell,
Kevin Kelly, Grant County Herald
Independent, Lancaster

Judge’s Comments: This ad has a
very tasteful balance of graphics and
text. Great choice of fonts.
Division E

First Place: Jessica Brownell,
Fennimore Times, Fennimore
Second Place: Jessica Brownell,
Jodi White, Fennimore Times,
Fennimore

Honorable Mention: Emily Koch,
Jodi White, Fennimore Times,

Fennimore

Best Use of Local
Photography

Weekly Division
The Cap Times, Madison
First Place: Jessica Brownell, Jason

Nihles, Fennimore Times, Fennimore
Second Place: Doug Etten, Kurt
Krueger, Vilas County News-Review,
Eagle River

Third Place: James Moran, 75e
Chetek Alert, Chetek

Best Use of Humor

Overall Divisions

First Place: Heather Holmes, 7e
Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Judge’s Comments: Attractive.
Photos/copy of pieces surrounding
ad, excellent.

Second Place: James Moran, 75e
Chetek Alert, Chetek

Best Use of Humor, First Place (Overall Divisions)
Judge’s Comments: Attractive. Lots

The Lakeland Times, Minocqua

Best Use of Local Photography, First Place (Division A)

of information.

Third Place: Karie Schmidt,
Tribune Record Gleaner, Abbotsford
Judge’s Comments: People love
funny photos of babies. And, cranky

is in.

Best Newspaper
Promotion
Daily Division
First Place: Lindsey Witter, Z5e

Gazette, Janesville

Third Place: Lindsey Witter, Antigo
Daily Journal, Antigo

Division C, D, E

First Place: James Moran, 7he
Chetek Alert, Chetek

Judge’s Comments: Very
imaginative promotions, well
executed and explained and a whole
lot of fun across the board. It sounds
like a great place to work with a
creative and dedicated staff who
work hard but also love what they
do. Well done one and all.

Second Place: Casie Mallien, 7he
Press Times, Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: Simple, effective
and consistent messaging where a
picture is worth a thousand words
with The Press Times high school
sports coverage. Brody’s ad is very
sweet and to the point and love the
snow globe art.

Third Place: Staft, 7he Lakeland
Times, Minocqua

Judge’s Comments: Clever Big
Apple analogy and art. Appreciate
the obvious pride the staff members
have in their newspapers and they
have done well as multiple year
winners of Newspaper of the Year.
Also liked the colorful and classy
Salute to Veterans ad. Very eye
catching.

Honorable Mention: Laura

Alvarez, Becki LaMar, 7he Baldwin
Bulletin, Baldwin

Judge’s Comments: Nicely done
graduation promo encouraging
folks to purchase ad space for their
grad. Well organized without being
overwhelming or confusing. Good
examples of possible ads.

Best Special Section
(Advertising)

Division ABC

First Place: Lindsey Witter,
Daily Jefferson County Union, Fort
Atkinson

Judge’s Comments: Detailed with
lots of photos and excellent use of

type and color

Best Special Section (Advertising)
First Place (Division ABC)
Daily Jefferson County Union,
Fort Atkinson
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Second Place: Sharon Anderson,
Peninsula Pulse, Baileys Harbor
Judge’s Comments: Graphics are
compelling and easy to read type
and color.

Third Place: Lindsey Witter, Z5e
Gazette, Janesville

Judge’s Comments: Excellent
information on a subject every
newspaper covers...great graphics
and easy to read.

Division D
First Place: The Globe Advertising
Staff, 7he Globe, Ironwood
Judge’s Comments: Graphic draws
you in the the color scheme is riveting

'The blue ribbon is eye-catching.
Second Place: Jen Moritz

Best Special Section (Advertising)
First Place (Division D)
The Globe, Ironwood

(Designer) Dawn Damrow (Ad
Manager), Matt Bablick (Ad Rep),
Price County Review, Phillips
Judge’s Comments: Easy on the eye
and Santa was a great choice. Type
is easy to read.

Third Place: Staff, The Valders
Journal, Valders

Judge’s Comments: Easy to read
and clever using a child’s drawing
for the cover!

Division £
First Place: Logan Everson,
Cashton Record, Cashton

Judge’s Comments: Great design
and easy to read.

Good use of the fall theme
Second Place: Staff, Courier

Sentinel, Cornell

Judge’s Comments: Cut design with
primary colors and easy to read type.
Great graphic.

Third Place: Jason Schulte, Laura
Alvarez, Becki LaMar, 7he Baldwin
Bulletin, Baldwin

Best Niche Product
Division ABC

First Place: Katie Hohmann, &
Peninsula Pulse Staff, Peninsula
Pulse, Baileys Harbor

Judge’s Comments: Enjoyable, clean
design and a well-organized piece.
Second Place: Eric Roellig, Kyle
Evans, Monroe County Herald,

Best Niche Product, First Place (Division ABC)
Penninsula Pulse, Bailys Harbor

Sparta
Judge’s Comments: A nice tribute to
first responders.

Third Place: Staff, 7he Lakeland
Times, Minocqua

udge’s Comments: A nice
publications with interesting graphics.

Division D
First Place: Deb Fosberg-Wheeler,
Charlene Raley, 7be Chronotype,
Rice Lake
Second Place: The Globe
Advertising Staff, The Globe,
Ironwood
Third Place: Tracy Marsolek, Karla

Demaske, Trempealeau County
Times, Whitehall

Division E
First Place: Laura Alvarez, Becki
LaMar, The Baldwin Bulletin,

Baldwin
Second Place: Bill Thornley, Janis

Best Niche Product, First Place (Division E)
The Chronotype, Rice Lake
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Redman, Michelle Carlson, Spooner
Adwocate, Spooner

Third Place: Michelle Carlson,
Janis Redman, Spooner Advocate,
Spooner

Best Ongoing Niche
Publication

Division ABC
First Place: Lindsey Witter, 75e

Gazette, Janesville
Judge’s Comments: This publication
has a very clean and cohesive

design. Well done.

Second Place: Mike Warren, Tori
Wittenbrock, Kris Leonhardst,
Thom Gerretsen, The Press Times,
Green Bay

Judge’s Comments: This publication
demonstrates a great use of exciting
graphics and headline treatments.
Third Place: Eric Roellig, Kyle
Evans, Monroe County Herald,
Sparta

Judge’s Comments: A nicely
designed publication.

Best Ongoing Niche Publication, First Place (Division ABC)
The Gazette, Janesville

Division DE

First Place: Janis Redman, Michelle
Carlson, Spooner Advocate, Spooner
Judge’s Comments: I love the idea
of a senior publication, weekly

at that, to highlight concerns to

a niche market that loves print.
Clean, easy to view and see. A great
service.

Second Place: Staft, Tri-County
News (Kiel), Kiel

Judge’s Comments: A lively,

diverse publication. How often

is it produced? I love the by-line
articles. It makes it feel real. In fact,

I'd like to see all copy by-lined for
accountability. Perhaps some more

local photos throughout?

Third Place:

Michelle Carlson, Janis Redman,
Regan Kohler, Spooner Advocate,
Spooner

Judge’s Comments:

A local almanac is indeed crucial
for the population. It provides

a quick, ordered resource for
information, especially when you
are not sure how to wade through
the internet. Good local photos and
teatures. Engaging.

Best Ongoing Niche Publication, First Place (Division DE)
Spooner Advocate








