
2024 High School Better Newspaper Contest
The WNA’s High School and Collegiate Better Newspaper Contest recognizes excellence in student journalism 
across the state. The contest is open to all active newspapers in high school and Wisconsin’s public and private 
college campuses. The high school contest, drew 115 entries from 9 high schools and was judged by members of 
the Minnesota Press Association. Students received their awards March 7, 2025, at the WNA Convention Student 
Honors Luncheon at The Madison Concourse Hotel in Madison, Wisconsin.

General Excellence
Divison AB

First Place: The Red ‘n’ Green 
Staff, The Red ‘n’ Green
Judge’s comments: The clear winner. 
As a group, the writers and reporters 
were the best. Many multi-sourced 
stories, using students and staff. 
Wide variety of topics covered. 
Outstanding.
Second Place: Purple Sage Staff, 
Purple Sage, 
Judge’s comments: Good variety of 
articles, focused on school activities 
and student achievements and less 
on pop culture reviews. Strong 
opinion pages.
Third Place: Cardinal Columns 
Staff, Cardinal Columns
Judge’s comments: This paper made 
the greatest improvement from 
spring to fall. You are on the right 
track.

Honorable Mention: Avianah 
Zarnowski, Ellie Scholtus, Eve 
Lazarski, The Tosa Compass, 
Judge’s comments: Good 
articles on school activities and 
students. Would like to see more 
contributions.

General Reporting
Division A

First Place: Davin Yakey, Wausau 
West High School
Judge’s comments: The survey is 
a great addition to this story! The 
combination of national research on 
trends, the survey, and interviews 
draws on many ways of exploring 
this issue. I appreciate the range 
of viewpoints and number of 
students interviewed. Comparing 
research on how phones affect 
students to students’ perspectives 
on that question would have been 
interesting, as well.
Second Place: Dominick Praksti, 
Purple Sage, Waunakee High School
Judge’s comments: Fascinating 
issue. Dominick Praksti got a good, 
behind-the-scenes look at how this 
works, what schools do to cover and 
adapt, as well as ideas for broader 
solutions. It made me curious what 
other schools across the country 
are doing, and if any had ideas that 
could work in Waunakee.
Third Place: Tommy Thao, Wausau 
West High School
Judge’s comments: Great choice of General Excellence, 1st place (Division AB)

The Red ‘n’ Green, Berlin 

General Excellence, 2nd place (Division AB)
The Purple Sage, Waunakee 

General Excellence, 3rd place (Division AB)
Cardinal Columns, Fond du Lac 



subject and reporting opportunity 
in that visit to the capitol! Tommy 
Thao gives both a very high-level 
look at the history and the issue but 
also gets into individuals’ personal 
experiences in detail, which is a very 
powerful combination and a holistic 
approach. Great photos! Some lines 
were a bit editorial.
Honorable Mention: Charles 
Andrew Cruz, The Tosa Compass 
Judge’s comments: Great article! 
Well organized — Charles Andrew 
Cruz didn’t just repeat what the 
interviewee said but synthesized it, 
pulled out salient points, and put it 
together in a logical format with a 
good mix of paraphrase and his own 
voice as well as quotes. Wonderful 
takeaways from the interview, and 
it’s great having these different 
photos to help tell the story.

Division B 
First Place: Autumn Nikolai, The 
Red ‘n’ Green 
Second Place: Arianna McCormick, 
The Red ‘n’ Green 
Third Place: Greyson Blaauw, The 
Red ‘n’ Green 

Public Affairs Reporting
Divison AB 

First Place: Damarius Twitty-
Montgomery, Kasjyen Richardson, 
The Tosa Compass 
Second Place: Carlyne Diogo, The 
Tosa Compass
Third Place: Arianna McCormick, 
The Red ‘n’ Green
Honorable Mention: Avianah 
Zarnowski, Ellie Scholtus, Eve 
Lazarski, Journey Love Taylor, The 
Tosa Compass 

In-Depth Reporting
Division A 

First Place: Katie Vang, Cardinal 
Columns 
Judge’s comments: Strong personal 
lead, nice blend of local and 
expert sources and good use of an 
infographic. I would have included a 
source in more sections, such as the 
third paragraph. And be careful to 
avoid generalizing, such as the sixth 
paragraph.
Second Place: Addy Benzinger, 
Cardinal Columns 
Judge’s comments: Using a student’s 
personal story at the beginning 

made this more engaging, and 
good use of local data and an 
infographic. But I would have liked 
to see a source for your definition of 
academic validation, and be careful 
to avoid editorializing and making 
sweeping claims without data to 
back it up.
Third Place: Avianah Zarnowski, 
Jennifer Liang, Ellie  Scholtus, The 
Tosa Compass
Judge’s comments: Kudos on the 
quick turnaround and comments 
from several seniors, but I would 
have liked to see more enterprise 
and originality. I especially liked the 
70-pound suitcase section. I would 
have led with that and included 
more unique details like that one.

Division B 
First Place: Autumn Nikolai, The 
Red ‘n’ Green
Judge’s comments: Important 
topic and one of the most in-
depth entries. The survey also was 
an interesting addition. A more 
localized, less generic lead might 
have drawn more readers into the 
story. Also be careful not to use 
generalized claims - like at the 

General Reporting, 1st place (Division A)
Wausau West High School

General Reporting, 1st place (Division B)
Red ‘N’ Green, Berlin

In-Depth Reporting, 1st place (Division A)
Cardinal Columns, Fond du Lac



beginning of the fifth paragraph and 
the ninth paragraph - unless you 
have data to back them up or can 
attribute the claim to an expert.
Second Place: Thomas McCarthy, 
The Red ‘n’ Green 
Judge’s comments: Engaging lead 
and well researched. But avoid 
inserting opinions like “this makes 
sense” and “doesn’t help in the 
democratic process” unless they are 
in a quote. Getting the perspective 
of another student or two also could 
have improved this story.
Third Place: Kayla Buhrow, The Red 
‘n’ Green 
Judge’s comments: This entry stood 
out because it’s about a challenge 

specific to your school and had all 
local first-person sources. I would 
have liked to hear from some 
students in the classes. And be 
careful not to editorialize like you 
did at the end.

Feature Story
Divison AB

First Place: Arianna McCormick, 
The Red ‘n’ Green 
Judge’s comments: Excellent story 
with good sourcing. Interviews 
were interesting and background on 
surrogacy well done.
Second Place: Brady Doyle, 
Cardinal Columns

Judge’s comments: The 
entrepreneurial spirit is alive in this 
story of a hard-working former 
student. Great read.
Third Place: Cole Roerdink, 
Wausau West High School 
Judge’s comments: Wonderful subject 
for a story. The people behind the 
scenes who are often overlooked, yet 
can have such a big impact on all of us.

Sports Story
Division A 

First Place: Logan Clark, Cardinal 
Columns
Judges comments: This story uses an 
interesting feature of an athlete — 
“she is busy” — and nicely weaves it 
into a feature about her career. There 
also are two strong quotes that add 
to the story as well. Well done!
Second Place: Oskar Miorslaw, Felix 
Bucaro, The Tosa Compass

Feature Story, 1st Place (Division AB)
Red ‘N’ Green, Berlin

Sports Story , 1st place (Division B)
TALON, Amherst



Judge’s comments: This Q&A does 
a nice job of introducing readers 
to someone of importance. Lots of 
really interesting questions asked 
(and answered) here. My nit-pick is 
that I would like to see his “resume” 
to explain who you are talking to 
and why. But an enjoyable read!
Third Place: Ariyana Rhodes, The 
Tosa Compass
Judge’s comments: This could be a 
very “dry” story, but the author has 
made sure it is not. Clever lede, and 
quotes from the athletes involved 
helped make this interesting. I 
would have liked to have heard from 
another athlete or two, but that also 
is a nit-pick. Good work!
Honorable Mention: Grace 
Huggenvik, Wausau West High 
School
Judge’s comments: The lede is 
interesting, and there are quotes that 
back up the lede ... but they are too 
“low” in the story. The info about the 
family history is important, but it is 
too “high” in the story. It’s a feature 
about Ella at the Games, and that 
info & quotes need to be higher. But 
there is too much good work done 
here to be ignored.

Division B 
First Place: Katie Lechton, TALON
Judge’s comments: Good overview of 
having a coach resign and bringing 
in his replacement. I would have like 
a little more detailed background of 
the new coach (where did he coach 
previously?), but this was a nicely 
rounded story.
Second Place: Tess Kujawa, The Red 
‘n’ Green
Judge’s comments: I liked the 
number of interesting voices in the 
story, and the explanation of how 
this season’s improvement came 
about. But I also would have liked 
some detail as to results: times and 
places would have helped fill this 

story out. But a nice overview of the 
final meet of the season.
Third Place: Greyson Blaauw, The 
Red ‘n’ Green
Judge’s comments: There’s a solid 
blend between facts about the team 
and voices on the team talking 
about the season. There was some 
repetition between lead-ins to 
quotes and the quotes themselves, 
but solid work overall.
Honorable Mention: Will Lecy, The 
Viking Voice
Judge’s comments: I think it’s best 
when opinion columns have a strong 
opinion with backing evidence. I 
would have liked to hear the write 
explain “how” Wembanyama will 
change the game instead of hinting 
at it (wing span, etc.). But solid 
column.

Editorial Writing
Divison AB

First Place: Addison Dama, Purple 
Sage 

Judge’s comments: This editorial 
speaks to a new law that has a direct 
impact on students’ future, and is 
well worth their time to read. Good 
job!
Second Place: Arianna McCormick, 
The Red ‘n’ Green
Judge’s comments: This editorial 
praises the school and community 
for stepping up to help a staff 
member with cancer. The details 
justify the praise.
Third Place: Arianna McCormick, 
The Red ‘n’ Green 
Judge’s comments: This editorial 
addressed the most impactful 
school-related issue in the 
competition. More specifics on 
possible cuts and the tax impact 
would have improved it. Still, it was 
important.
Honorable Mention: Ivana 
Northrop, The Viking Voice
Judge’s comments: Social media can 
be a major issue for some, and this 
editorial offers good advice on how 
to deal with it. Nice.

Editorial Writing, 1st Place (Division AB)
Purple Sage, Waunakee



Column Writing
Divison AB 

First Place: Peighton Frederick, 
Wausau West High School
Judge’s comments: Readers know 
immediately the focus of column. 
Points made succinctly. Well written
Second Place: Ava Hamann, 
Wausau West High School
Judge’s comments: Writer brings 
readers into her personal journey in 
theater. Relaxed writing style, easy 
to read.
Third Place: Austin Edwards, The 

Spartan Spin
Judge’s comments: Column paints a 
great picture of the student and his 
interest in film industry.
Honorable Mention: Natalie  
Schultz, The Spartan Spin
Judge’s comments: It’s easy to profile 
someone with a single interview. 
Writer gets high marks for including 
several voices in her story of a 
teacher and coach.

News/Feature 
Photography

Divison AB 
First Place: Avianah Zarnowski, 
Ellie Scholtus, The Tosa Compass 
Judge’s comments: I love how 
the package shows not just the 
candidate, but shows the impact 
with impressive images of the crowd.
Second Place: Kabao Lor, The Tosa 
Compass
Judge’s comments: While there was 
some repetition among photos, the 
images did tell a story.
Third Place: Colin Norland, Purple 
Sage 
Judge’s comments: Good overall 
technical quality, but the images 
tended to focus on candidates only 
and not those who are there as 
voters or supporters.
Honorable Mention: Markel 
Fletcher, Mi’kell Bishop-Vance, The 
Tosa Compass
Judge’s comments: While the 
lighting was not perfect, I loved how 
the photographer found different 
views with action.

Sports Photography
Divison AB 

First Place: Mi’kell Bishop-Vance, 
The Tosa Compass 
Second Place: Olivia Prendergast, 
The Spartan Spin 
Third Place: Olivia Prendergast, The 
Spartan Spin 
Honorable Mention: Brendan 
Farrell, The Spartan Spin

Infographic/Illustration
Divison AB 

First Place: Gretta Saunders, Cardinal 
Columns
Judge’s comments: Nice 
infographics on this article. I 
would have put the graphics on the 
front page of the article. Very eye 

Column Writing, 1st Place (Division AB)
Wausau West High School



catching and easy to read.
Second Place: Katie Vang, Cardinal 
Columns
Judge’s comments: I love the post it 
notes. It draws your attention to the 
infographics. Easy to read and not 
cluttered.
Third Place: Tess Kujawa, The Red ‘n’ 
Green 
Judge’s comments: Too much 
information making it hard to read. 
Sometimes less is better.
Everything else was reader-friendly.

Best Use of  
Multimedia/Website

Divison AB 
First Place: Avianah Zarnowski, 
Ellie Scholtus, Eve Lazarski, The Tosa 
Compass
Judge’s comments: This was a 
full-frontal assault using all forms 
of multimedia to keep students 
engaged. Well done.
Second Place: Amarri Monk, Iyonna 
Small, The Tosa Compass

Judge’s comments: Very close second. 
Wonderful look at behind the scenes 
of competitive cheer team.
Third Place: Nolan Bird, Marcus 
Madsen, The Spartan Spin 
Good use of infographics to explain 
the election.
Honorable Mention: Avianah 
Zarnowski, Ellie Scholtus, Eve 
Lazarski, The Tosa Compass
Great site with lots of info for 
students.

Column Writing, 1st Place (Division AB)
The Clarion, Madison College

Infographic/Illustration, 1st Place (Division AB)
Cardinal Columns, Fond du Lac


