
TRG EDITORIAL

“When I was a boy and I would see 
scary things in the news, my mother would 
say to me, ‘Look for the helpers. You will 
always find people who are helping.’” -- 
Fred Rogers

With every update, the news seems to 
get worse.

As rescue crews gain access to 
communities cut off from last weekend’s 
monster hurricane, the death toll rises 
and the list of communities forever altered 
grows.

On Sunday the number of dead was 
reported in the teens, by Monday 
afternoon it was over 120 confirmed dead 
and several hundred more missing. By 
Tuesday afternoon, response agencies had 
listed more than 150 dead and thousands 
more displaced due to the ravages of 
Hurricane Helene.

In the face of catastrophic loss, there 
is a call to be the helpers. To be the ones 
who stand up and pitch in, whether it be 
donations to relief efforts or more hands-on 
work, such as the small army of linemen 
from around the country who are at work 
restoring power to hard-hit regions. 

Without access to clean water, sanitation, 
food, electricity and adequate shelter, the 
roll call of the dead will only increase. In 
the days, weeks and months to come, the 
flooded areas combined with warm 
temperatures will create breeding 
grounds for mosquitoes and other pests, 
spreading disease and even more death. 

Now is not the time to play politics 
with tragedy while families are still trapped 
in the mud and wreckage of broken 
homes and broken communities. Now is 
the time to work together as Americans 
have done in the face of adversity since 
the founding of the first colonies on these 
shores.

Hurricanes hitting America’s Gulf 
Coast and southeastern states are nothing 
new. What is new is the size and strength 
of this system which has brought flooding 
and devastation over a span of 600 miles 
across six states. Helene was a behemoth 
of a storm, stretching over 350 miles wide. 
It fed and grew in the warm, shallow Gulf 
waters and made landfall as a Category 
IV storm with winds of 140 miles an hour. 
It bulldozed its way into America’s 
heartland, dumping months’ worth of 
rain in a matter of hours, resulting in 
massive flooding and destruction. Dams 

failed as lazy creeks turned into torrents. 
A true measure of a nation’s might is 

not in its military hardware or fighting 
forces, but rather in how it reacts to 
challenges and disasters. Resiliency is at 
the core of the American spirit.

Now is a time for Americans to set 
aside their differences and come together 
to help in the rescue, recovery and 
rebuilding efforts  in the many 
communities devastated by Hurricane 
Helene. 

There will be time to reflect, after the 
work is done, on ways to reinforce fragile 
infrastructure and make supply lines 
more robust so that the next storm’s 
destruction is lessened and tragedies are 
averted. There will be a time for politicians 
and candidates to give speeches and lay 
memorial wreaths. 

For now, however, it is the time to be 
the helpers. 

How to help
American Red Cross — Donate by 

v i s i t i n g  re d c ro s s . o rg  o r  c a l l i n g 
800-RED-CROSS. You can also make a 
significant impact as a future Red Cross 
volunteer or by signing up to give blood.

United Way — The United Way assists 
in disaster-related evacuations, shelters, 
food/clothing distributions, volunteer 
opportunities and other resources. You 
can make monetary contributions at 
https://support.unitedway.org/page/
Helene. 

North Carolina — North Carolina was 
among the hardest hit regions and the 
state has set up a relief fund. To donate 
to the North Carolina Disaster Relief 
Fund, visit nc.gov/donate. Donations can 
also be mailed to: NC Disaster Relief Fund, 
20312 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 
27699-0312 or NC Disaster Relief Fund, 
c/o United Way of NC, 1130 Kildaire Farm 
Road, Suite 100, Cary, NC 27511.

Salvation Army — The Salvation Army 
operates mobile feeding units, emergency 
disaster warehouses and other relief efforts. 
Yo u  c a n  c a l l  1 - 8 0 0 - S A L - A R M Y 
(1-800-725-2769) to make a donation by 
phone, text STORM to 51555 or give online 
at https://give.helpsalvationarmy.org/
give/166081/#!/donation/checkout.

The Tribune Record Gleaner editorial board 
consists of publisher Kris O’Leary and Star 
News editor Brian Wilson.

Dear editor,
The results are in, and a casual sidewalk 

survey of Bayfield pedestrians over the 
summer indicated that 84% were alarmed 
or concerned by the 
threat of rapid climate 
warming from fossil fuel 
use.

For a few mid-day 
hours every Saturday, 
members of the Chequamegon Bay Chapter 
of the Citizens’ Climate Lobby met a slice 
of the American public from their table 
under a tree, just off the sidewalk in front 
of Greunke’s in Bayfield. From there, 
passersby were asked by CCL volunteers 
to put a pushpin in one of six foamboard 
circles ranking their concern about climate 
change. Concern levels and response 
percentages in Bayfield were: Alarmed – 
59.8; concerned – 23.9; cautious – 8.3; 
disengaged – 3.2; doubtful – 2.4; and 
dismissive – 2.3 percent.

I helped with the “tabling” survey on 
three Saturdays and much liked the 
interaction with everyone that 
participated. Most were visitors enjoying 
the Bayfield area and eager to express their 
op in ion  on  the  c l imate .  Chance 
conversations with a few were memorable, 
and I wanted to learn more about their 
views but had to attend to a near steady 

stream of other curious strollers.
In all, 2,096 pins were placed over the 

12 Saturdays the survey was taken. It was 
a quiet, democratic demonstration of the 

unease most people have 
about the future of the 
Earth’s climate and what 
humans do that is making 
it hotter and more 
d i s r u p t i v e .  O t h e r 

information at the table directed visitors 
to online sources about CCL and how to 
support political candidates that support 
efforts to protect the climate.

The survey was loosely based on a fall 
2023 study, “Global Warming’s Six 
Americas” by Yale and George Mason 
universities. In their scientific survey of 
1,033 U.S. adults, they reported 28% were 
alarmed and 29% were concerned about 
the impact human-caused climate change 
was having and will have. Another 15% 
were cautiously concerned. Those with 
the lowest belief in global warming were 
described as disengaged – 6%; doubtful – 
11%; and dismissive – 11%.

Citizens’ Climate Lobby is a national, 
non-partisan political organization that relies 
on volunteers and supports putting a carbon 
price on fossil fuel emissions. More about CCL 
is found at https://citizensclimatelobby.org/
price-on-carbon/.

Mike Fitzgibbon
Bayfield

By Denise Guttery
The WNA Foundation is excited to 

announce the fourth annual Editorial 
Writing & Cartoon Contest, which aims 
to increase civic education and 
engagement while celebrating the rights 
established by the First Amendment.

The contest is open to all Wisconsin 
middle and high school students, including 
home-schooled students. Essays and 
cartoons should focus on the importance 
of the First Amendment. Students are 
encouraged to draw from personal 
experiences, current events and historical 
examples.

The deadline for submissions is 11:59 
p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 4, and winners 
will be announced in early January.

First-place winners in each contest 
will receive $500, second-place winners 
will receive $250, third-place winners 

will receive $100 and honorable mention 
recipients will receive $50. Winning entries 
also will be published by newspapers across 
the state.

Writing contest
For the writing contest, high school 

students will be asked to write a “guest 
column” (500 words or less) about the First 
Amendment, and middle school students 
will be asked to write a “letter to the editor” 
(200 words or less) on the same topic.

Cartoon contest
Students wishing to compete in the 

editorial cartoon contests may do so by 
submitting one First Amendment-themed 
editorial cartoon.

Additional information can be found at 
wisconsincivicsgames.com. Those interested 
in providing support through a donation 
or sponsorship can also find more 
information on the Civics Games website.

Wisconsin Civics Games editorial writing 
and cartoon contest now accepting entries


