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Calls on people to learn from the past and move forward 

Shave and a haircut 
When I was in high school, one of my family’s favorite 

movies was “Who Framed Roger Rabbit.”
The movie mixed live action with animation in a 

somewhat tarnished golden age of Hollywood setting. 
Other than the main villain being incredibly creepy, it 
remains a fun way to spend two hours on a rainy 
afternoon. 

I was thinking about the movie on Monday evening. 
We got our roof replaced this week and the crew started 
early in the morning ripping the old roof off and by the 
time I got home from work were making steady progress 
on getting the new shingles in place, pounding away well 
into dusk.

Like most middle-aged men, I felt a strong compulsion 
to go out and supervise the crew working and draw on my 
shallow pool of knowledge of spending a summer doing 
roofing about 34 years ago when I was a teenager, to see 
if they were doing it right.

I was able to fight down this urge, because unless you 
are an actor on a stage, having someone watch you work 
is just weird. More importantly, I was raised that if you 
see something that needs to be done you should do it and 
didn’t want my mother’s ghost showing up to lecture me 
about gawking at other people working without lending a 
hand. 

My wife had a different reaction and was getting very 
stressed and anxious about the workers being on the roof 
and hearing them move around and drag their air hoses. 
Having grown up in a house with a large family, I am less 
bothered by noises that occur when I can’t see what is 
causing them. I can understand how this is not the case 
for those who grew up in small families where weird 
noises would be cause for alarm. My wife ended up going 
to over to spend time visiting with her mother until the 
work crew packed up for the night.

When it comes to scampering over rooftops or carrying 
heavy bundles of shingles, my pitching in would most 
likely have resulted in a trip to the emergency room or at 
the very least multiple visits to the chiropractor.

Instead, I puttered around inside the house while 
hearing the steady beat of the workers’ hammers going 
thump, thump, thump, thump, thump.

There is a scene in “Who Framed Roger Rabbit” where 
Roger is tricked to come out of his hiding place by the bad 
guys tapping out the beats to “Shave and a haircut,” to 
which Roger is compelled to jump out and finish yelling 
out, “Two bits!”

I am not sure what is says about my parenting, but the 
primary observation of both my children was the 
frustration that the rhythm of the roofers hammers never 
finished with the “two bits” portion. 

***
Reader Donno Van Dake of Curtiss stopped by The 

Star News office this week with a poem written in 1845 by 
Julia Fletcher Carney. I thought the message of the poem 
was a good one to share.

Little Things

Little drops of water,
Little grains of sand,

Make the mighty ocean
And the pleasant land.

So the little moments,
Humble though they be,

Make the mighty ages
Of Eternity.

So the little errors
Lead the soul away

From the paths of virtue
Far in sin to stray.

Little deeds of kindness,
Little words of love,

Help to make earth happy
Like the Heaven above.
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The WNA Foundation announces the fourth annual 
Editorial Writing & Cartoon Contest, which aims to 
increase civic education and engagement while 
celebrating the rights established by the First 
Amendment.

The contest is open to all Wisconsin middle and high 
school students, including home-schooled students. 
Essays and cartoons should focus on the importance of 
the First Amendment. Students are encouraged to draw 
from personal experiences, current events and historical 
examples.

The deadline for submissions is 11:59 p.m. Wednesday, 
Dec. 4, and winners will be announced in early January.

First-place winners in each contest will receive $500, 
second-place winners will receive $250, third-place 
winners will receive $100 and honorable mention 
recipients will receive $50. Winning entries also will be 
published by newspapers across the state.

Writing contest
For the writing contest, high school students will be 

asked to write a “guest column” (500 words or less) about 
the First Amendment, and middle school students will be 
asked to write a “letter to the editor” (200 words or less) 
on the same topic.

Enter the writing contest online at https://wnanews.
formstack.com/forms/wisconsin_civics_games_
editorial_writing_contest

Cartoon contest
Students wishing to compete in the editorial cartoon 

contests may do so by submitting one First Amendment-
themed editorial cartoon.

Enter the cartoon contest online at https://wnanews.
formstack.com/forms/wisconsin_civics_games_
editorial_cartoon_contest

Additional information can be found 
at wisconsincivicsgames.com. Those interested in 
providing support through a donation or sponsorship can 
also find more information on the Civics Games website.

The Wisconsin Newspaper Association Foundation is a 
not-for-profit organization created in 1980 to support 

programs that foster 
excellence in journalism, 
engage current and future 
newspaper leaders and 
invest in our communities. 

In response to declining 
civics education and 
participation, the 
Wisconsin Newspaper 
Association Foundation 
launched the Civics Games 
in 2018. By engaging young 
adults in collaborative 
competition, as well as 
through coverage of civic 
affairs, the Wisconsin 
Civics Games aims to help 
cultivate an understanding 
among future generations 
of their role in our 
democracy.

Wisconsin Civics Games Editorial Writing & 
Cartoon Contest now accepting entries

All of us at the Taylor County Sheriff’s Office have 
witnessed firsthand the profound impact crime has on 
victims and their families. We know we play an 
important role in helping crime victims through some 
of the most difficult moments of their lives. That’s why 
I am so thankful we live in a state that recognizes 
victims deserve strong rights throughout the criminal 
justice process.

Over four years ago, voters adopted a crime victims’ 
rights constitutional amendment known as Marsy’s 
Law, giving our state some of the strongest victims’ 
rights in the country. Marsy's Law provides over a 
dozen rights to victims of crime, including the rights to 
be heard in the courtroom and to be treated with dignity 
and respect. Marsy’s Law also mandates victims are 

notified of their rights – a role law enforcement often 
proudly plays. When victims know their rights, we 
ensure they are not left in the dark during times of 
immense stress and vulnerability. When victims are 
aware of their rights, they are empowered to participate 
actively in the justice system, leading to better outcomes 
for all parties involved. 

Helping crime victims find justice and healing is very 
important to me and all of us in law enforcement. 
Marsy’s Law helps me and my fellow officers do just that. 
Ultimately leading to greater trust between the 
community and law enforcement, which is essential for 
the effective administration of justice.

— Aemus Balsis, Medford 

Praises impact of Marsey’s Law in Wisconsin 

During the current presidential campaign the phrase 
"Make America Great Again" is often used. Reading 
between all the lines used by the party associated with 
the phrase I deduce this phrase must be central to the 
components of any platform the party may have.

I may be missing something here but my question is 
what does "make America great again" mean? The 
nominee of the party associated with the phrase offers 
many generalities in definition but I am still left 
wondering what members of the general public think 
about with regard to the phrase.

In considering the words "great" and "again" does 
great mean when immigrants came to the continent and 
took life and livelihood from those already on the 
continent? Does it mean bringing an enslaved people 
from half way around the world here to labor for the 
enrichment of the slave driver? Does it mean no child 
labor laws, killing workers who dared to strike as a last 
course of action in petitioning for fair and safe working 

conditions, paying women in sweatshops next to nothing 
for work done in horrible environments, and at the same 
time not granting the right to vote to the women and 
black populations of our society? Was segregation in 
schools, housing, public places and wherever it was 
prevalent great? What about lynching?

I play ''Taps" during the military part of funeral 
services. Sometimes attendees will offer thanks and tell 
me I played very well. I extend my appreciation for their 
words and tell them of my hope that at each performance 
I can do my best. However, once the note is out of the 
horn there is no putting it back!

I think a study of our American history past and not 
so past gives a clear vision of "notes" best left “in the 
horn". Let us all move forward and learn from the past. 
Let us all strive to play our notes the best we can. In so 
doing the concert played by the “American symphony” 
will sound great, as it always has!

— John Hein, Rib Lake

 Brian Wilson is News Editor at The Star News.
Contact Brian at BrianWilson@centralwinews.com.

(Donald Trump added $8 trillion to our national debt.)

Where have you gone,
Ronald Reagan, George H.W. Bush,

Bob Dole, George W. Bush,
John McCain and Mitt Romney?
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Remember when Republican 
presidential candidates campaigned 
against DEBT and DEFICITS, and for 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY?


