
If you guessed the giraffe flower pot sitting on a porch 
on North Maple Street in Cadott, is the location of this 
week’s “Where am I” on Page 2, you were right!

 The fourth annual Wisconsin Civics Games Editorial 
Writing & Cartoon Contest, which aims to increase civic 
education and engagement, while celebrating the First 
Amendment and the importance of newspapers in soci-
ety, is on for another exciting year. The contest is open to 
all Wisconsin middle and high school students, including 
home-schooled students. 
 Winners will receive up to $500 – and the opportuni-
ty to have their winning entry published by newspapers 
across the state. The deadline for submissions is Dec. 4. 
 Contests are open to all Wisconsin students, in grades 
sixth through 12. Cash prizes will be awarded for winning 
writing and cartoon entries, at middle and high school 
levels.
 High school students will be asked to write a “guest 
column” (500 words or less) about the First Amendment. 
Middle school students will be asked to write a “letter to 
the editor” (200 words or less) on the same topic.
 Students wishing to compete in the editorial cartoon 
contests, may do so by submitting one First Amendment-
themed editorial cartoon.
 For more information, visit wisconsincivicsgames.com. 

Get ready for Civics Games

 The trees are turning, the nights are getting cooler and 
birds are gathering for their trip south. All that means it’s 
time for Cadott Homecoming festivities, which take place 
Sept. 23-27. As part of that, the cross country program 
hosts a meet at Whispering Pines Golf Course that Tues
day, while the volleyball squad hosts Stanley-Boyd that 
night, in a showdown.
 School day festivities all kick off that Monday, with 
Spirit Week, where the students and staff can dress up 
each school day. That Monday will also see float and hall
way decorating from the students, with the classes vying 
to be the best.

 “With our theme being Disney princesses vs. villains, 
the floats will be memorable,” said adviser Maygen Pal
ecek.
 The next day and the rest of the week, there will be 
riddles to find Buzzy, the school mascot, throughout the 
school. Finally, Friday is activity day, with a pep rally be
ginning at 1:30 p.m. The king and queen will be crowned 
at the end, with students dismissed to take part in the pa
rade through town, at 2:30 p.m.
 Of course, the culmination of the week, is the big foot
ball game, where Spring Valley comes to call.
 “We invite you to come out and watch the parade Fri
day, and support your Hornets,” said Palecek.

 Gerald “Jerry” Jacobson, president of Northwestern 
Bank, has been recognized by the Wisconsin Bankers 
Association (WBA), for his excellence in banking, com
munity service and civic involvement. The WBA hosted 
a celebration Aug. 16, unveiling three new plaques on the 
Leaders in Banking Excellence installation, at its head
quarters in Madison. 
 Established in 2020, the wall now profiles 27 outstand
ing current and former banking leaders.
 “We are delighted to congratulate Jerry on being in
ducted into the Leaders in Banking Excellence,” said Rose 
Oswald Poels, WBA president and CEO. “This designation 
reflects the highest standard of excellence – both in help
ing to shape our industry and in serving our Wisconsin 
communities.”
 Jacobson has been a dedicated figure in banking since 
June 1978, contributing over 45 years of service at North
western Bank. Starting as a teller, he progressed through 
roles as an auditor, cashier, executive vice president and 
president, a position he assumed in 1998. His leadership 
style emphasizes personal connections with staff and 
fostering their professional growth, demonstrated by his 
daily interactions with employees and regular visits to all 
Northwestern Bank locations.
 Beyond banking, Jacobson’s civic engagement is exten
sive. He has volunteered with more than two dozen com-

munity organizations, including Blugold Beginnings; Eau 
Claire Confluence Arts, Inc.; Junior Achievement; and the 
YMCA. His encouragement of volunteerism has inspired 
Northwestern Bank’s employees to contribute approxi-
mately 1,600 hours annually, to community organiza-

tions.
 Jacobson’s impact on the Chippewa Valley’s econom-

ic development is notable, with leadership roles in local 
business organizations and efforts to revitalize downtown 
areas. Under his guidance, Northwestern Bank’s have as-

sets grown, and he advocates for the banking industry and 
has served on various boards, including those of the Fed-

eral Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, Community Bankers of 
Wisconsin WBA. 
 He was honored as the 2023 WBA Banker of the Year. 
Jacobson’s commitment to excellence and community 
has left an enduring, impactful legacy.

 Calling all veterans and their families! You’re wanted to 
attend a free veteran appreciation lunch, Saturday, Sept. 
28, from noon to 3 p.m., at Mill Yard Park in Cornell. The 
meal features hot dogs and burgers, as well as local sweet 
corn, salads, fixings and beverages.
 The event is sponsored by the Cornell American Legion 
Post 353 and Cornell VFW Post 9464, as a way to give 

veterans the chance to socialize in an informal space. Vet
erans and non-veterans alike are welcome to attend.
 “We’re not going to turn anybody away,” said Legion 
Commander Rick Mitchell.
 A flag etiquette presen
tation happens at 2 p.m., 
demonstrating proper 
folding, along with a retire

 Are you just stressed into forgetful
ness or is there something else going 
on? A free session to address that, 
could be the starting point for an
swers.
 As part of the Cornell/Lake Hol
combe Memory Cafe, knowing the 
signs of age-related forgetfulness or 

dementia, will be discussed Tuesday, 
Sept. 24, from 10-11:30 a.m., at Our 
Savior’s Lutheran Church in Cornell.
 Anyone is welcome to drop in for 
coffee and snacks, whether they are 
having memory problems themselves 
or are concerned about a loved one 
who is experiencing it. There can be 
a fine line between forgetting to pay a 

bill once and not knowing what year 
it is, which could mean there’s a big
ger problem going on.
 “Many people can become more 
forgetful as they age,” said Kathy 
Swanson, memory cafe coordinator. 
“Learn the difference between age-
related forgetfulness and signs of de
mentia.”

 Each year, the annual Booya Days celebration is one of 
fun and community togetherness, but in its 40th year, it’s 
also about being interactive. Created and donated by Mi
chael and Brenda Walker of Michaels Designs, two 
medallions will be hidden somewhere on Cadott’s 
Main Street, Saturday, Sept. 21.
 Each one is worth $40, if turned by calling the 
number on the medallion. All ages are welcome 
to participate in the hunt.
 Clues to find the medallions are as follows: 
 Clue No. 1 – This building used to be Citizens 

State Bank, from 1903-67. Now, it is a forest where trees 
stand side by side, yet no leaf ever falls.
 Clue No. 2 – This building throughout the years, has 
sold everything from clothes, groceries, homemade fur

niture, tin shop, cafe, flower shop, floor and wall 
coverings. This was the oldest family-owned busi

ness in Cadott. 
   “It will be a fun scavenger hunt for our en
tire community, to learn about the history 
of our town and how we have evolved through 

the years,” said Booya Days Committee Julie 
Yeager.

Newsprint end rolls are for sale in our offi ce, perfect for all of life’s projects!

ment ceremony. 
 Donations for the meal 
are appreciated, but not 
necessary. To RSVP or for 
more questions, call Mitch
ell, at 715-271-1396. 
 “Just come out and enjoy 
an afternoon of veterans 
camaraderie,” said Mitch
ell.


