
2022 Collegiate Better Newspaper Contest
�e 2022 WNA Foundation Collegiate Better Newspaper Con-

test was judged by members of the Arkansas Press Association. 
�e contest received XX submissions in 20 categories from XX 
student publications in Wisconsin. Eligible entries were published 
between Sept. 1, 20121 and Dec. 31, 2022.

Group A is comprised of newspapers that publish either weekly 
or daily. Group B is comprised of newspapers that publish month-

ly or bi-monthly OR at campuses with undergraduate enrollment 
of 7,499 or less. Categories with three or fewer entries were 
merged into the next highest circulation group. 

All active student publications in Wisconsin were eligible to 
participate. Students received their awards March 24, 2023, at the 
WNA Convention & Trade Show Student Honors Luncheon at 
�e Madison Concourse Hotel in Madison, Wis.

General Excellence
Division AB

First Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison.
Judge’s Comments: Solid content 
and editing, good opinion and 
sports, features were good. I 
marked you down for design. You 
have excellent photogs, use them! 
Design around the photos you 
have. Your standard layouts are 
doing nothing for the copy you 
have. Read other papers, look at 
the cool designs being used (AND 

NOT AT THE WASHINGTON 
POST OR NYT). Try some. Make 
things attractive and you will get 
more readers. 
Second Place: Marquette Tribune, 
Milwaukee - Sta�.
Judge’s Comments: Just solid all 
the way across the board. Need 
some help with editing  —  make a 
decision on your copy-editing style 
and stick with it. �at is too all over 
the place. And also, remember to 
cover your campus thoroughly. You 
are the experts there. Cover the hell 
out of it. 
�ird Place: �e Clarion, Madison 
- Lillian Coppelman, Kaleia 
Lawrence.
Judge’s Comments: Good, solid. 

You are putting in the e�ort and it 
shows. You are at the point that you 
can try some new things  —  put 
out some special editions where 
you cover the crap out of one 
topic. You have the skills and you 
are a good sta�. Plan it out and 
then try. You are going to surprise 
yourselves. 
Honorable Mention: �e Badger 
Herald, UW-Madison.
Judge’s Comments: Love the style of 
this paper. Love the special design 
of some of your pages (some are 
pretty basic, though). I gave you 
honorable mention over another 

General Excellence, 1st place (Division AB)
The Daily Cardinal, UW-Madison

General Excellence, 2nd place (Division AB)
Marquette Tribune

General Excellence, 3rd place (Division AB)
Newspaper, School



paper that actually scored higher 
because I see so much potential in 
your reporting, coverage, editing 
and design. You need to pull 
together just a little bit more  —  
use your editorial board meetings 
to plan further out (I know, I know  
— it is hard) and you are going to 
get there!! 
Competition Comments: �is was a 
tough category. Good entries across 
the board. Everyone has places to 
work on and are noted as such. 
Your late nights and early mornings 
are worth it  —  you are producing 
professional products. Keep going. 
Push through and listen your your 
journalism professors and your 
advisers. �ey are smart and know 
what they are talking about. Keep 

reading newspapers. Get smarter. 
You are good. Get better. We need 
YOU. �ank you for carrying on 
our noble profession. 

Collegiate 
Journalist of the 

Year
Division AB

First Place: �e Badger Herald, 
Madison - Erin Gretzinger.
Judge’s Comments: Exceptional 
reporting. Great use of narrative 
ledes to put faces on issues and 
get readers into the story. Great 
use of quotes. You will make some 
newspaper, radio or TV news very 

happy when you go to work for 
them. I expect to see you win more 
journalism contests in the years to 
come. If I’m lucky, you’ll apply for 
one of our open positions. 
Second Place: Marquette Tribune, 
Milwaukee - TJ Dysart.
Judge’s Comments: Good reporting. 
Good use of quotes. 
�ird Place: Royal Purple, 
Whitewater - Parker Olsen.
Judge’s Comments: I got a little 
bogged down by all the alphabet 
soup in the lede paragraphs. 
I’m wondering if you could 
have delayed some of it until 
the following paragraphs. Also, 
consider altering your ledes from 
time to time, from traditional 
pyramid style to narrative lede 
to blind lede, etc., to keep things 
fresh and interesting. Still, solid 
reporting. You will makes some 
sports editor very happy when they 
hire you. 
Honorable Mention: �e Clarion, 
Madison - Kelly Feng.
Judge’s Comments: Good job! Keep 
up the good work!
Competition Comments: Four 
really good journalists who will go 
far in this industry. It’s good to see 
that our college journalism classes 
are putting out quality reporters/
photographers. I hear all the 
time how our college journalism 
classes are sending out journalism 
graduates who are unprepared for 
real-world journalism, but these 
four reporters prove that statement 
to be wrong. I would hire any 
of these reporters to work at my 
newspaper. (Hint: please apply!!!). 

Breaking News 
Reporting

Division AB
First Place: �e Advance-Titan, 

Collegiate Journalist of the Year, 1st Place (Division AB)
The Badger Herald, Erin Gretzinger



Oshkosh, “Keep our jobs here, 
keep our people near” - Katie 
Pulvermacher.
Judge’s Comments: Very local and 
timely. Reporter cited a number of 
interviews and what it would cost  
those jobs.
Second Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “Matt Walsh campus 
visit, transgender rights protest” - 
Ellie Bourdo, Julia Wiessing, Irena 
Clarkowski, Drake White-Bergey, 
Nick Duda, Maddie Armstrong, 
Skylar Schultz, Hope Karnopp, Ian 
Wilder, Noe Goldhaber, Anthony 
Trombi, Madeleine Afonso, Tyler 
Katzenberger.
Judge’s Comments: Very good 
coverage of a divisive event. �e 
reporter did a good job reporting 
and not leaning one way or the 
other.
�ird Place: Marquette Tribune, 
Milwaukee, “Racist poster found 
outside Cudahy Hall” - TJ  Dysart.
Judge’s Comments: A tough and 

horrible topic to coverage, but 
reporter did a good job of reporting 
the facts as they occurred.
Competition Comments: A strong 
group. In college newspapers you 
are usually following up on a story, 
so breaking news is hard to �nd.

Public Affairs 
Reporting

Division B
First Place: �e Clarion, Madison 
College, “Grant to address childcare 
shortage” - Stuart Pate.
Judge’s Comments: �is article 
covers an important topic that 
a�ects it’s own campus(es). A good 
look at a larger issue. It could try 
and bring the issue home on a 
micro level.
Second Place: College Days, Ripon, 
“Administration addresses campus 
safety” - Deana Johnson.
Judge’s Comments: Another 

important topic. It gives the student 
body some needed information 
through meeting coverage.
�ird Place: Student Voice, River 
Falls, “Students, faculty petition 
against custodian outsourcing” - 
Isabella Forliti.
Judge’s Comments: Nice coverage 
of a public a�airs breaking issue. 
Could have used some background 
that might have been detailed in 
other articles, such as $ savings, etc.

Division A
First Place: �e Badger Herald, 
Madison, “Students speak out on 
misrepresentation in Summer Term 
photoshoot” - Maddie Bergstrom.
Judge’s Comments: I’m certain 
every student, administrator and 
faculty member read this report. 
Good use of quotes. I’m willing 
to bet the administration will 
re-consider how it goes about 
promoting the college in the future.
Second Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 

Public Affairs Reporting, 1st Place (Division B)
The Clarion, Madison College

Breaking News Reporting, 1st Place (Division AB)
The Advance-Titan, UW-Oshkosh



UW-Madison, “Overturn of 
Roe v. Wade invokes questions 
surrounding emergency 
contraception access” - Annika 
Bereny.
Judge’s Comments: �is is a well-
written, indepth, multi-sourced 
story that I’m certain many 
students, administrators and faculty 
followed to the end. Good job!
�ird Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “University of 
Wisconsin medical students 
examine state’s future a�er 
reinstatement of 173-year-old 
abortion ban” - Claire LaLiberte.
Judge’s Comments: Good use of 
quotes. Solid reporting. Keep up 
the good work.
Honorable Mention: �e Badger 
Herald, Madison, “A�er recent 
attacks on Asian students, UW 
students continue to demand more 
from administration” - Maggie 
Degnan.
Judge’s Comments: Good use of 
quotes. Good reporting.
Competition Comments: �is was 
a tough assignment. Each of the 
campuses entered some very �ne 
journalism. I have no doubt that 
each of these young journalists 
will go on to ful�lling careers 
in the industry. I expect I’ll see 
many of them winning journalism 
competitions far into the future. I 
must say it was a relief to discover 
our college campuses are turning 
out quality journalists these days. 
I’ve heard stories to the contrary 
over the years but those fears were 
apparently unfounded as these 
reports illustrate.

In-Depth Story
Division B

First Place: Student Voice, River 
Falls, “New pantry tackles food 

insecurity on campus” - Anna 
Gunderson.
Judge’s Comments: �is is a good 
piece on a topic that’s o�entimes 
overlooked at the college level. 
We don’t o�en think about food 
insecurity in college students, but 
this article de�nitely brings the 
issue to light. Good job!
Second Place: �e Clarion, 
Madison, “Moving to Division II” - 
Kaleia Lawrence.
Judge’s Comments: �is was a 
good, solid story on athletes and 
scholarships. It was interesting to 
know that many athletes do not 
get scholarships, but play sports 
anyway. Good reporting!
�ird Place: Student Voice, 
River Falls, “UWRF rebrands to 
emphasize recruitment” - Jack Van 
Hoof.
Judge’s Comments: �is is an 
interesting, in-depth piece on 
how and why UWRF underwent 
a rebranding. Good quotes and 
perspective from those in charge.
Honorable Mention: Student Voice, 
River Falls, “Amazon show ‘�e 

College Tour’ to feature UWRF” - 
Lexi Janzer.
Judge’s Comments: Overall, this 
was a good, educational piece for 
those who don’t know about “�e 
College Tour.” Before reading this, I 
knew nothing about the show. 

Division A
First Place: �e Badger Herald, 
Madison, “Not enough, not yet: 
UW makes progress on sexual 
assault response, but shortcomings 
persist” - Audrey �ibert.
Judge’s Comments: �is in-depth 
look at the treatment of sexual 
assault victims and the system they 
must use to report those assaults 
is timely, well-researched, and has 
impact on campus. Well done!
Second Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “Why do Native 
American students make up only 
.2% of UW-Madison’s student 
population?” - Claire LaLiberte.
Judge’s Comments: Answering 
questions like this with well-
researched journalism is key for 
student journalism. Great use of 

In-Depth Story, 1st Place (Division B)
Student Voice, UW-River Falls



sources to back your information 
and relate to local news.
�ird Place: �e Badger Herald, 
Madison, “Equity, not equality: UW 
disability community mobilizes for 
more equitable accommodation 
access, campus climate” - Elise 
Fjelstad.
Judge’s Comments: Bringing light 
to marginalized lives on campus is 
a worthy topic and a goal of in-
depth reporting. Really nice job of 
localizing this nationwide issue.
Honorable Mention: �e Badger 
Herald, Madison, “Paper cuts deep: 
�e evolution of Wisconsin’s paper 
industry” - Lydia Larsen.
Judge’s Comments: Here the Herald 
looked outside of campus for a state 
issue that impacted residents. �e 
explanation of the economic factors 
in the state and nation a�ecting the 
local scene is well-executed.
Competition Comments: �is was 
an extremely di�cult category 
to judge. �e top articles were 
excellent, combining a local angle 
with context and o�en explaining 
the national or international 

connections and rami�cations. Lots 
of talent here.

Feature Story
Division B

First Place: Student Voice, River 
Falls, “For veterans, American 
Legion more than just bingo” - 
Joshua Brauer.
Judge’s Comments: Really good 
feature. Very well written. Great 
quotes!
Second Place: Student Voice, 
River Falls, “Behind the scenes 
at Textbook Services” - Jack Van 
Hoof.
Judge’s Comments: Excellent idea. 
Very informative. Well written. It 
was a razor-thin margin between 
�rst and second place.
�ird Place: �e Clarion, Madison, 
“Balancing student life while being 
a parent” - Iman Alrashid.
Judge’s Comments: I love using the 
personal story to bring awareness 
to this resource. �e story was told 
well and kept my interest. Adorable 

photo!
Honorable Mention: �e Clarion, 
Madison, “Little free pantries feed 
communities nationwide” - Kelly 
Feng.
Judge’s Comments: Great story. 
�e layout with the photo really 
highlights it well.
Competition Comments: All of 
the entries were good. It was tough 
to narrow it down. A�er seeing 
these, I’m excited about the next 
generation of journalists.

Division A
First Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “Save a kitten this holiday 
season” - Katie  Pulvermacher.
Judge’s Comments: �is is a great 
story. Kept my attention until the 
end (and I am not especially fond 
of cats), it was well organized and 
logical so the reader could keep up 
and make sense of the material, as 
well as understand how this is a 
positive move for the community. 
It was just a well-done, well-written 
story. Great job! 
Second Place: �e Badger Herald, 
Madison, “‘Chorus of pressure’: 
Washington Post opinion columnist 
Catherine Rampell’s rise to 
journalistic prominence” - Audrey 
�ibert.
Judge’s Comments: Good solid 
reporting. 
�ird Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “Keeping it civil: 
How students in Wisconsin’s 
premier swing county debate 
politics with dignity” - Tyler 
Katzenberger.
Judge’s Comments: Well-written 
story, well-sourced and very well-
balanced. A�er reading the last 
word, I felt I was able to make up 
my own mind about the newspeg 
— I had the facts from both sides 
and very little subjectivity. Great Feature Story, 1st Place (Division A)

The Advance-Titan, UW-Oshkosh



piece of journalism. 
Honorable Mention: �e Daily 
Cardinal, UW-Madison, “Second-
wave feminism follows Cardinal 
alumna” - Jessica Sonkin.
Judge’s Comments: Good, solid 
piece. What kept it from being a 10 
was the lack of detail about what 
it was like to be among the �rst 
female journalists, the atmosphere, 
the challenges. 
Competition Comments: �is was 
a great competition to judge. All 
the stories were more than worthy 
and it was hard to make some of 
the decisions. Good, solid reporting 
across the board. �e four stories 
that places just had an extra level 
of professionalism and going the 

extra mile. �ey added details that 
made the story sing. ALL entries, 
however, need better copyediting. 

Arts and 
Entertainment 

Story
Division B

First Place: �e Clarion, Madison, 
“Artist Trevor Ste�en talks roots, 
style and inspiration” - Camryn 
Gardner.
Judge’s Comments: �is piece 
demonstrates the writer is ready 
for prime time.�e words paint a 

beautiful picture of the artist.Well 
done.
Second Place: �e Clarion, 
Madison, “Transcend gallery 
exhibit” - Bryce Dailey.
Judge’s Comments: An important 
introduction to an artist perhaps 
not known to many.  Overall, well 
handled.
�ird Place: College Days, Ripon, 
“Zach Mory presents ‘�e Stand-
In’” - Mandy  Barlow.
Judge’s Comments: Good piece of 
writing that only needed a stronger 
lead. But overall, a good read.
Competition Comments: �ese 
entries show promise in reporting 
and knowledge of subject. My only 
criticism is a lesson I learned long 
ago  —  the lead of a past event or 
one already in progress is not a 
su�ciently compelling if it doesn’t 
give us something we couldn’t have 
known in advance.
At the same time, the overall 
knowledge of their subjects was 
well done and they can be coached 
to create stronger leads.

Division A
First Place: Marquette Tribune, 
Milwaukee, “Hot Diggity Dog: 
Marquette Alum pilots the 
Wienermobile” - Izzy  Fonfara 
Drewel.
Judge’s Comments: Let’s be frank: 
�is story is a fun read. From 
the opening puns to the snappy 
quotes, the writer demonstrates 
having taken time and care to 
tell a silly story really well. �e 
story has unexpected depth, tight 
editing, and a great photo to bring 
all the links in line. It strikes the 
perfect tone for a story about a 
hotdog-truck driver, and it really 
demonstrates “entertainment” 
writing with poise, polish, and a 
side of ketchup.
Second Place: �e Advance-Titan, 

Feature Story, 2nd Place (Division A)
The Badger Herald, UW-Madison



Oshkosh, “UWO’s Grease reclaims 
the stage” - Kelly Hueckman.
Judge’s Comments: �is story 
unfolds in layers: It’s event coverage 
that brings energy and depth to 
explain how even our “old favorites” 
can have contemporary relevance. 
�e writer handles well the balance 
of peppy, �ippant fun and political, 
personal impact, and the photos 
and quotes demonstrate time spent 
getting to know the production and 
its cast, so that the value of what 
this theatre troupe was doing could 
really be shared with the reader.
�ird Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “Taking sanctuary 
in a modest Asian art gallery” - Kai 
Wen Li.
Judge’s Comments: �is writer’s 
voice is striking and powerful from 
the very opening lines. �e story 
brings a personal narrative to bear 
on the arts in a way that highlights 
the exhibition’s signi�cance as well 
as its broad appeal. With good 
reporting to round out the powerful 
personal narrative, the story is sure 
to touch both minds and hearts.
Honorable Mention: �e Badger 
Herald, Madison, “Six must-try 

holiday fashion trends” - Janani 
Sundar.
Judge’s Comments: Who isn’t 
seeking a little guidance when it 
comes to winter fashions? Here, 
the author’s thoughtful sartorial 
suggestions come with a he�y dose 
of humor, humility, and holiday 
cheer. It’s great features fun and 
a reminder that entertainment 
writing can be useful, too.
Competition Comments: �is 
category shows depth and nuance 
in the range of ways each writer 
has brought forth the personal and 
political dimensions that are always 
inherent in arts and entertainment 
reporting. It was great fun to read 
— I commend the writers for their 
many creative e�orts, angles, and 
artistic turns of phrase.

Sports Story
Division A

First Place: Marquette Tribune, 
Milwaukee, “�e man who made 
the program relevant again” - John 
Leuzzi.
Judge’s Comments: Excellent 

story of coach and his impact 
on a program. Writer provided 
good context about the coach’s 
philosophy and his relationship 
with players. Writer avoided a 
rah-rah piece and yet captured the 
coach. Well done.
Second Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “‘A Band-Aid isn’t 
gonna heal a broken arm’: �e 
history and role of race in UW 
athletics” - Donnie Slusher.
Judge’s Comments: Good in 
depth article on incidents that not 
every college student would be 
willing to take on. �e writer did 
a good job of telling a  story they 
thought needed brought to people’s 
attention. Personal opinion in a 
news story isn’t to my liking, but I 
didn’t see a sports column category 
so didn’t hold that against the 
author. Well done.
�ird Place: Marquette Tribune, 
Milwaukee, “Chess club wants to 
demystify chess for beginners at 
Marquette” - Jack Albright.
Judge’s Comments: Well written 
piece on a not your run-of-the-
mill sport. I appreciate the e�orts 
of those who look o� the �eld and 
court to �nd stories worth telling. 
Interesting and easy to read article.
Honorable Mention: Royal Purple, 
Whitewater, “Female leaders foster 
success” - Mikey Rottier.
Judge’s Comments: An important 
story to tell and important aspect to 
sports history. �is was well written 
but just not as in-depth as the 
others in this category. Enjoyed it.
Competition Comments: Enjoyed 
reading all the stories. Some good 
content here.
I would suggest a sports column 
category as a couple of these 
were opinion pieces, and for an 
old-schooler like me that’s had 
to swallow. But I didn’t hold that 
against the writers...

Arts and Entertainment Story, 1st Place (Division B)
The Clarion, Madison College



Division B
First Place: Student Voice, River 
Falls, “Junior breaks longstanding 
1977 track and �eld record” - 
Charlie Swanson.
Judge’s Comments: An enjoyable 
portrait of an interesting athlete. I 
would caution the writer as to the 
use of cliches  —  a professuional 
writer should use them only 
ironically or for some other special 
e�ect, not straightforwardly. 
Otherwise this is a �ne a piece, if a 
little thinly reported. 
Second Place: �e Clarion, 
Madison, “Worth the wait” - Kelly 
Feng.
Judge’s Comments: Just highly 
competent and readable, a meat-
and-potatoes sports story that 
could probably run anywhere. 
�ird Place: College Days, Ripon, 
“A legacy of alumni support” - 
Mikayla  Barnes.
Judge’s Comments: I very much 
enjoyed this piece, which  —  on 
another day, with the judge in 
another mood  —  could have come 
�rst. 
Competition Comments: It is 
both encouraging (and a little 
disappointing) that the entries all 
consisted of solid, workman-like 
pieces of cra� that only the meanest 
editor could �nd serious fault with. 
I wish something had jumped out 
at me but maybe it’s the nature 
of the category. All the entries 
are sturdy, which suggests the 
instruction and editing is of high 
quality. Much better than other 
student contests I’ve judged. 

Editorial Writing
Division AB

First Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “�ese candidates 
deserve your vote” - Kelly 

Hueckman.
Judge’s Comments: Excellent read! 
Second Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “Student journalism 
must not be censored” - Cory 
Sparks�ird Place: �e Advance-
Titan, Oshkosh, “Too little too 
late for UWO custodians?” - Kelly 
HueckmanHonorable Mention: 
Marquette Tribune, Milwaukee, 
“Editorial: Convocation a�ermath, 
opportunity missed” - Grace Cady.

Column Writing
Division A

First Place: �e Badger Herald, 
Madison, “College students struggle 
to �nd a�ordable housing amid 
in�ation” - Fiona Hatch.
Judge’s Comments: Here the 
dilemma created by in�ation for 
students who must work more to 
pay higher rent is well documented 
and explained by a writer who 
makes a strong case for increased 
public funding for student housing. 
Fiona Hatch displays the rare ability 
to make a forceful point calmly.
Second Place: �e Advance-Titan, 

Oshkosh, “Should you quiet quit 
college?” - Owen Peterson.
Judge’s Comments: �is writer 
answers the question posed by that 
enticing headline with an engaging 
and cogent argument. 
I wish the meaning of “doing so” 
in this sentence was more obvious: 
“It’s   not   about   rejecting   over-
achieving,  but  about  not  doing  
so  to the point where you are 
making sacri�ces in other, more 
important, areas of your life.”
And I wish the writer had used the 
plural “are” and a colon instead of 
the singular “is” and the semicolon 
here: “In my  experience, trying to 
devote yourself entirely to every 
gen-ed class and never taking time 
to try new things and meet  new  
people is equivalent to refusing to 
drink water along the way; you’re 
destined to burn out.”
But otherwise, thumbs up. Also, 
right on.
�ird Place: �e Badger Herald, 
Madison, “Tim Michels’ response 
to Sentinel piece reveals troubling 
attitudes toward free press” - Celia 
Hiorns.
Judge’s Comments: �is writer 

Sports Story, 1st Place (Division A)
Marquette Tribune



delivers a cogent argument so 
well out�tted with relevant links 
that reading the essay could get a 
voter who wasn’t paying attention 
to the news right up to speed. As 
a reporter, of course, I liked the 
defense of journalism; but I also 
dispassionately enjoyed the prose. It 
is well written.
Honorable Mention: Marquette 
Tribune, Milwaukee, “Moses: 
University needs to protect women 
of color” - Hope Moses.
Judge’s Comments: �is is an 
information-based personal 
column by the diversity editor of 
the student news site. Her clear 
viewpoint is backed by some 
research. �e writer’s frightening 
experience seems to have been the 
impetus for the column, but she 

doesn’t aggrandize herself, instead 
sounding the alarm because she is 
just one of an unclear number of 
women who have been targeted 
for abduction. �ere is a general 
danger. Even better, she has 
checked into the university’s e�orts 
to protect its women and o�ers 
suggestions for how it might do 
more.
Because diversity is her brief, 
focusing on the danger to women 
of color in particular makes sense, 
although it would strengthen the 
argument to have an authoritative 
source stating that Black women 
were singled out in the recent cases 
on campus.
Competition Comments: I admire 
all the editors and writers who did 
the extra work required to submit 

entries to this contest. Your talent, 
energy and interests give me hope 
for the future of civil discourse in 
this society.
Ranking works I enjoyed for such 
di�erent reasons was di�cult.  Had 
I been able to tap second and third 
honorable mentions, I would have 
selected the point-counterpoint 
about police in schools, and 
�e Beet satire about abortion 
protesters. But every entry I read 
had its virtues.
I do hope you will take typos and 
sentence mechanics seriously. 
More publications have stopped 
protecting their writers by 
providing competent copy editing  
—  a tragedy because professionals 
make mistakes, we all make 
mistakes. Every mistake works 
against your credibility.

Division B
First Place: �e Clarion, Madison, 
“Support transgender athletes” - 
Kaleia Lawrence.
Judge’s Comments: �is is a tough 
issue, handled well with a bit 
of nuance. I do wish the writer 
had taken more stylistic chances  
—  the “carefulness” of all these 
columns worries me a bit. But the 
arguments laid out here are strong 
and reasonable and if the writing is 
a little dry that may well be because 
we’ve trained readers to expect that 
sort of remove when dealing with 
serious subjects,
Second Place: Student Voice, River 
Falls, “UWRF new animal policy 
‘lets the dogs out’” - Lexi Janzer.
Judge’s Comments: I love this 
column. I do wish it weren’t quite 
so strait-laced and driven by policy 
arguments. 
�ird Place: �e Clarion, Madison, 
“Making a case for nuclear energy” 
- Ebenezer Idowu, Jr..Column Writing, 1st Place (Division AX)

The Badger Herald, UW-Madison



Judge’s Comments: �e writer 
comes across as earnest  —  and 
like all the entries  —  a little too 
careful. Still, though the arguments 
aren’t novel, they are solid and 
there’s not a hair’s breadth between 
this column and the �rst placer. I 
would encourage all these writers 
to loosen up a little and let it rip a 
little more, but the conventionality 
of these pieces might be a result 
of their playing to editorial 
expectations. 
Honorable Mention: Student Voice, 
River Falls, “Question for the 
culture: Valentine’s Day edition” - 
Natalie Riddle.
Judge’s Comments: See the 
competition note  —  this might 
have come second or third on a 
di�erent day. It’s a good column, 
worthy of notice but I do wish 
someone had manifested more 
personality. 
Competition Comments: One 
of the reasons I’m awarding an 
honorable mention is because 
there’s not a whole lot of daylight 
between the 1st place column 
and the HM  —  on another day, 
the order could have been very 
di�erent. All the columns are 
serviceable and well-realized and 
even well (if somewhat stolidly) 
written, so degree of di�culty 
does play a part in deciding who 
fall were. I wish all the entries 
had exhibited more personality 
BUT the general quality of the 
competition is higher here than in 
some professional competitions I’ve 
judged. 

Freedom of 
Information Award

Division AB
First Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “A-T challenges UMC 

interview guidelines” - Anya Kelley.
Judge’s Comments: �is was 
an outstanding engtry in a 
�eld of excellent competitors. 
Well reported and written. 
Congratulations.
Second Place: �e Clarion, 
Madison, “Misinformation hurts 
both people and democracy” - 
Courtney Van Horn.
Judge’s Comments: A tough subject 
to tackle on a touchy subject. Fine 
e�ort well handled and compelling 
to reead.
�ird Place: Royal Purple, 
Whitewater, “Whitewater police 
chief investigation still ongoing” - 
Dauntae Green.
Judge’s Comments: Another 
�ne entry that was well written 
but le� us not knowing if there 
was di�culty in getting the 
information or the authorities were 

forthcoming.
Competition Comments: �ese 
entries were among the best I 
have read in judging professional 
competitions, much less student 
competitions. �ese students 
demonstrate they are going to make 
�ne journalists in the future.

News Photography
Division AB

First Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “Protestors rally 
against conservative commentator 
Matt Walsh” - Drake White-Bergey, 
Julia Wiessing.
Judge’s Comments: Strong photos. 
�e photographer(s) did a fantastic 
job of capturing the emotion of the 
rally. 
Second Place: �e Badger Herald, 
Madison, “Mandela Barnes visits 
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Valentia co�ee ahead of midterms” 
- Eddie Kustner.
Judge’s Comments: Excellent 
capture of a candid moment. �e 
expressions on the faces makes this 
photo.
�ird Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “Women’s rights 
activists protest against the 
potential overturn of Roe v. Wade 
by SCOTUS” - Taylor Wolfram, 
Drake White-Bergey.
Judge’s Comments: Really good 
images. I would have liked to see a 
better mix. 
Honorable Mention: �e Daily 
Cardinal, UW-Madison, “Abortion 
rights advocates protest against the 
overturning of Roe v. Wade” - Cora 
Spychalla, Drake White-Bergey.
Judge’s Comments: Good photos 
that maybe would have bene�tted 
from a little more emotion.
Competition Comments: 
Tough decisions all around. �e 
photographers did an overall solid 
job of capturing the emotion of the 
moment and of their subjects. 

Feature 
Photography

Division AB
First Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “�e Dane County 
Farmers’ Market 50th anniversary” 
- Irena Clarkowski, Drake White-
Bergey.
Judge’s Comments: �ese are 
nice, colorful photos with good 
composition. �ey capture candid 
moments, which are the best types 
of photos!
Second Place: �e Badger Herald, 
Madison, “Mascots rile up excited 
fans at UW sporting event” - Justin 
Mielke.
Judge’s Comments: Great subject 
matter. We always see sports photos 
featuring the athletes, bur rarely 
the mascots on the sidelines. Great 
choice!
�ird Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “Homecoming” - Morgan 
Feltz.
Judge’s Comments: �ese are good, 
solid, candid homecoming photos. 

Good composition and clarity.
Honorable Mention: �e Clarion, 
Madison, “Balancing student 
life while being a parent” - Iman 
Alrashid.
Judge’s Comments: �is photo is a 
good illustration to accompany the 
story about being a single parent 
while attending college. It’s good 
that the photographer captured a 
candid moment rather than having 
the father and daughter pose.

Sports 
Photography

Division AB
First Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “PHOTOS: 
Wisconsin Football trounces 
Maryland 23-10” - Taylor Wolfram.
Judge’s Comments: Great, crisp 
photos. �is photographer has a 
great eye and excellent instincts 
in putting themselves in the right 
spot. 
Second Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “Wisconsin Badgers 
v. New Mexico State” - Taylor 
Wolfram.
Judge’s Comments: More fantastic 
work from Taylor.
�ird Place: �e Badger Herald, 
Madison, “2022 Women’s 
Volleyball” - Justin Mielke.
Judge’s Comments: Good job 
capturing emotion and jubilation 
from the players. 
Honorable Mention: �e Badger 
Herald, Madison, “2022 UW-
Madison Football season” - Justin 
Mielke.
Judge’s Comments: �e Dike photo 
was especially captivating because 
of the fan reactions. Nice shot.
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Infographic
Division AB

First Place: �e Clarion, Madison, 
“Diversity in WolfPack athletics” - 
Kaleia  Lawrence.
Judge’s Comments: Fantastic! 
Clean, thorough and easy to read.
Second Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “UWO students vote 
Democratic” - Liam Beran.
Judge’s Comments: Very clean and 
easy to read.
�ird Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “Algoma Boulevard 
reconstruction project...” - Josh 
Fanin.
Judge’s Comments: I liked the use 
of a map to get the point across.
Honorable Mention: �e Clarion, 
Madison, “Recycle responsibly” - 
Michelle Meyer.
Judge’s Comments: �ere was a lot 
of information in this graphic.

Page Design
Division AB

First Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “What a mess” - Cory 
Sparks.
Judge’s Comments: You received 
my attention immediately. An 
impressive photo with the mud 
and the footprint. I quickly read 
the cutline and the photo was not 
a mess, but impressive. �e other 
photo in the story helped. Cutline 
is �ne in the photo, and boxed 
quote in lower story works okay. 
Page looks good and I want to read 
the stories, and the headlines �t 
well though I would have liked the 
top story headline to be darker. 
Clarity is good, had clear reader 
appeal, and white space �ne. Visual 
elements stand out. Strong check 
on visual elements.
Second Place: �e Clarion, 
Madison, “Arts section” - Valenzia 
Cina.
Judge’s Comments: Yes, this is the 
Arts page, and pardon my pun, 
and it is resented in a nice, artistic 
way. �e upper half of the page 
draws my attention to the page, 
and the di�erent use and size of 

pictures work well. �e headlines 
show well and are easy to read. �e 
visual elements draw attention, 
and white spaces are �ne. Page 
shows creativity, originality, and 
reader appeal is there. Photos work 
well. I like the page and would be 
interested in reading the copy.
�ird Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “Vanishing act?” - .
Judge’s Comments: �e visual at 
the top of the page has a strong 
reader appeal and makes you read 
the cutline to �nd why there are 
missing parts. Nice idea. However, 
I am bit distracted by the instructor 
appearing to be looking a yellow 
mass and I’m wondering what the 
mass is. �e color in the graphic 
helps with the illustration. �e 
other box and quote are �ne, and 
the visual elements are good. 
Headline works well. Yes, the page 
attracts the reader to read the 
content.
Honorable Mention: �e Advance-
Titan, Oshkosh, “Save a kitten 
this holiday season” - Katie 
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Pulvermacher.
Judge’s Comments: One need not 
be a kitten fan to appreciate this 
page. Kittens are used nicely on 
the page and draw the reader’s 
attention. �e black kitten is a bit 
dark and doesn’t show tip as well 
as others pictured. Headlines work 
well and interesting use of white 
space and creativity of page. Took 
some thought to put page together.
Competition Comments: �anks 
for the opportunity of viewing 
the pages in this competition. It 
was fun and entertaining to see 
what was a contrast of pages. 
Some creativity, originality, and 
interesting ideas were seen. While 
I did not see all of the pages in the 
same way, I did not see any bad 
pages. In the winning pages, I saw 
several approaches that nabbed my 
interest. On the winning page was 
a creative and interesting photo 
that really goes with the story. It 
was not the only photo that stood 

out. One paper had an awesome 
photo covering most of the page 
and it caught the reader’s attention. 
�e second place entry had some 
contrasting photos and had an 
artistic look for the arts page. 
Liked the the placement of missing 
students in the third place winner. 
Although I’m not a kitten or cat fan, 
I did like the kitten page. Several 
other pages were appealing to me 
such as the hook, line and sinker, 
a photo growing out of as basket, 
the small page, the BIG page, and 
photos with artistic design. Color 
worked well in many pages. I 
thought visual elements and white 
space helped the pages. �e one 
element I noticed the most were the 
photos. You had some nice photos 
and enhanced the pages. Best 
wishes in your future success.

Use of Multimedia
Division AB

First Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “PHOTOS: �e 
Daily Cardinal’s Top 25 Photos 

of 2022” - Taylor Wolfram, Cora 
Spychalla, Drake White-Bergey, 
Tyler Katzenberger, Nelson Lu, 
Maddie Armstrong, Lance Letellier, 
Irena Clarkowski, Jaden Roberson, 
Gavin Escott.
Judge’s Comments: Great 
work by your incredibly talented 
photographers! Year in review 
galleries are always a favorite. 
�ere’s some fantastic photos 
buried that I wish were towards the 
front of the gallery. 
Second Place: �e Badger 
Herald, Madison, “Republicans 
vs. Democrats Debate — �e 
November 8th Elections” - Je�ery 
Deiss, Meryl Hubbard.
Judge’s Comments: Great idea, and 
fairly engaging.
�ird Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “�e historical buildings 
of UWO” - Owen Peterson.
Judge’s Comments: Unfortunately, 
it was far easier to hear the 
background music than it was to 
hear the voiceover. Otherwise, 
this entry would have placed 
higher. Nonetheless, this was a 
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very interesting way to showcase 
the university’s history. Nice job of 
incorporating original photos. Very 
cool tie-in to the overall collegiate 
gothic theme and explaining what 
that is and how that can be found 
across other university campuses 
nationwide (which also taught me 
a little about my own alma mater in 
Florida!). 
Honorable Mention: Royal Purple, 
Whitewater, “ANIMAL HOUSE” - 
Corbin Giese.
Judge’s Comments: Very creative 
and in some cases quite relatable.

Website
Division AB

First Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “Advance-Titan website” - 
Cassidy Johnson.
Judge’s Comments: Good nav bar 

up top, but house ad should be a 
di�erent color to separate it from 
the nav bar. Trio of spotlighted 
stories should have headlines 
visible to make clear the are 
clickable stories. Good layout 
down the rest of the page. Website 
certainly ful�lls a community role: 
evidenced by the opportunities 
for advertising, and by the type 
of content appearing on the 
homepage. Good usage of photos 
on the majority of posts, including 
the di�erences in sizing, though 
would be nice if each post had a 
photo. 
Second Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “�e Daily Cardinal” 
- �e Daily Cardinal Sta� .
Judge’s Comments: Full nav bar 
with terri�c drop down options. I 
like how I can quickly �nd content 
on the sport I like. Good donate 

button up high. Great layout of 
spotlighted stories, with sizing 
drawing you to the more important 
stories. Nice work promoting 
multimedia/podcast content next, 
and I like the breakdown of what 
the podcast episode covers — but 
it runs longer than the photo 
gallery. Probably a good spot for 
an ad, even a house ad. Certainly 
opportunities throughout the 
homepage for ads, even house ads 
if the ad income is on the lighter 
side. I’m not against the (almost) 
endless scroll of content, when the 
right sidebar is fully, or near fully, 
utilized. Looking at the nav bar, you 
have more podcasts that you could 
advertise with a house ad during 
the right rail of the homepage. Or a 
house ad for the very lively opinion 
section.  
�ird Place: �e Clarion, Madison, 
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“�e Online Clarion” - Kaleia 
Lawrence, Lillian Coppelman.
Judge’s Comments: I appreciate 
the multi-colored nav bar, but I do 
question why two rows are needed. 
Spotlighted stories should have 
headlines visible without hovering 
— you want to get the readers 
clicking right away. Cute house ad 
for advertising opportunities. Menu 
option in the upper le� is di�cult 
to notice. I like the labeling of the 
advertisements, the 3 out of 4 times 
that feature was used. Everything 
feels very boxed though, and not 
natural. 

Advertisement
Division AB

First Place: �e Clarion, Madison, 
“Virtual Art Show” - Valenzia Cina.
Judge’s Comments: I loved this idea 
and using the QR code. 
Second Place: �e Advance-Titan, 
Oshkosh, “Piggly Wiggly website 
ad” - Luke Bussey.
Judge’s Comments: Neat and 
simple, I like it.

Coronavirus 
Coverage

Division AB
First Place: �e Clarion, Madison, 
“National Guard learns nursing 
skills at Truax” - Stuart Pate.
Judge’s Comments: Informative 
column. Loved reading about our 
armed services helping out.
Second Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “University, faculty 
address COVID-19 learning e�ects 
on accessibility” - Maggie Kahn.
Judge’s Comments: Reading about 
another impact of COVID noone 
really took the time to see. �anks.
�ird Place: �e Daily Cardinal, 
UW-Madison, “UW Housing 
employees concerned ‘COVID will 
spread like wild�re’ without mask 
mandate” - Ian Wilder.
Judge’s Comments: Very interesting 
read.
Honorable Mention: �e Daily 
Cardinal, UW-Madison, “Nurses 
‘just want to be appreciated’ amidst 
COVID-19 challenges” - Samantha 
Benish.

Judge’s Comments: My heart went 
out to the nurses in this column.
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