Sidebar: Timeline in 2023 Presque Isle case

April 4: Lorine Walters defeats incumbent John MacLean, 242 to 241, in the election for town chairman in Presque Isle, 100 miles north of Wausau. Walters was the town clerk at the time. Of the town’s 649 registered voters, 492, or 76%, cast ballots — the highest percentage of any town in Vilas County. A recount confirmed the result.

April 19: MacLean challenges the result by suing the town’s election officials, including Walters, in Vilas County Circuit Court.

Aug. 31: Vilas County Circuit Judge Martha Milanowski invalidates the election results and orders a new election be held. She threw out two absentee ballots, saying they were cast illegally: One ballot was cast by a voter who hadn’t registered. The proper procedure wasn’t followed for the other: Walters had sent that voter a ballot before receiving his request by mail. Milanowski also found that three absentee ballots were improperly processed and that the town’s Board of Canvassers didn’t follow the correct procedure for the recount, which requires reviewing absentee ballot envelopes.

Nov. 14: In the redo election, MacLean defeats Walters by 29 votes, 294 to 265, in the only race on the ballot. Walters was no longer the town clerk. Turnout is 84%, eight points higher than in April.

Sidebar: 2024 Wisconsin election calendar

Feb. 20: Spring primary: All county board seats, many school board offices, local judges and some municipal offices, including mayor and city council, if there are more than two candidates vying for a seat.

April 2: Spring election and presidential preference: In addition to the presidential primary, county, school board, judge and municipal offices plus two statewide ballot measures, both on elections: 1. Prohibits any level of government in the state from applying or accepting non-governmental funds or equipment for election administration. 2. Provides that only election officials designated by law may administer elections.

Aug. 13: Fall primary: Races include U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives and the state Legislature, as well as district attorney, county executive, county clerk, register of deeds and treasurer, if there are two or more candidates running from the same party.

Nov. 5: General election: Races include president, U.S. Senate, U.S. House of Representatives and the Legislature, as well as district attorney, county executive, county clerk, register of deeds and treasurer.
