
Ebony Donald
Ebony Donald stands in front of the Community Within the Corridor, a mixed-use affordable housing complex at the former Briggs and Stratton site on Milwaukee’s North Side, on June 5, 2023. Donald lived there with her children for about a month after receiving her Section 8 voucher, but they were among more than 150 residents evacuated following the detection of high levels of cancer-causing trichloroethylene. The family lived in a hotel during a second challenging search for a landlord who would accept the voucher. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch) 

Keys 
Keys are seen inside a cabinet at the office of S2 Real Estate in Milwaukee on Jan. 9, 2024. Sam Stair owns the real estate company and has since 2006 rented properties to people who rely on Section 8 vouchers. (Sara Stathas for Wisconsin Watch) 

No Section 8
A screenshot of an online advertisement to rent a three-bedroom apartment in Milwaukee says Section 8 housing assistance will not be accepted. Milwaukee County in 2018 banned landlords from categorically rejecting recipients of housing assistance but has done little to inform renters about their protection or enforce the ordinance.  

Sam Stair
Landlords may avoid participating in Section 8 due to “a few bad apples” with vouchers and a high demand for scarce housing that makes it easier to reject voucher recipients, says Sam Stair, owner of S2 Real Estate, where he owns 620 apartment units and manages 200 units in primarily low-income Milwaukee neighborhoods. He is seen inside his Milwaukee office on Jan. 9, 2024. (Sara Stathas for Wisconsin Watch) 

ForRightPerson
A screenshot of a Craigslist advertisement for a two-bedroom home rental in Milwaukee. It says Section 8 voucher subsidies may be welcome “for the right person.”  

TenantScreeningPlus
Tenant Screening Plus LLC promises to help first-time renters and people with poor credit or past evictions find homes in Greater Milwaukee. Many of its online listings discourage Section 8 renters from applying, as seen in this screenshot. 

Margaret Daun
Milwaukee County Chief Corporation Counsel Margaret Daun says her office questions whether the county has legal authority to enforce a 2018 ordinance that bans landlords from categorically rejecting recipients of housing assistance. She is shown in an online screenshot of a Milwaukee County Board of Supervisors meeting on July 27, 2023.





