Welcome
A sign welcomes visitors to Wauwatosa, Wis., on Aug. 1, 2023. The Milwaukee suburb, historically home to restrictive zoning laws, is exploring ways to unlock more land to house its growing workforce. Four multi-family developments are underway, but some see a missed opportunity after the city’s Common Council voted to allow a storage company to occupy a 10-acre parcel that was previously eyed for housing. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch) 

Palm
Robin Palm and his son look over a freeway display at the Wisconsin State Fair in West Allis, Wis., on Aug. 11, 2023. Palm, an urban planner, sees a missed opportunity after Wauwatosa’s Common Council voted to allow a storage company to occupy a 10-acre parcel that was reserved for multi-family housing in the city’s land use plan. Palm sued the city after its Board of Zoning Appeals declined to hear his appeal of the decision. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch)

Western Building Products
Vacant buildings previously used by Western Building Products, a millwork products distributor, sit on a 10-acre plot of land in the Milwaukee suburb of Wauwatosa, Wis., on Aug. 1, 2023. After plans for a multi-family housing development on the site fell through, the Wauwatosa Common Council voted to allow a storage company to occupy the site. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch) 

Tosa plan
The “Future Land Use” section of Wauwatosa’s state-required comprehensive plan to guide land use and development. A 10-acre site formerly used by Western Building Products sits within the orange box added to the map. The Wisconsin city permitted a storage company to move in after a plan to build multi-family housing fell through. 

Intersection
The intersection of Glenview Place and Harwood Avenue is shown in Wauwatosa, Wis., on Aug. 1, 2023. After plans for a multi-family housing development at a nearby former industrial site fell through, the Wauwatosa Common Council voted to allow a storage company to move in, citing concerns about leaving the property vacant. Critics said the city should keep searching for another plan for workforce housing at the location. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch)




