Central Bark 1 
Esther Grams, 30, poses in her office at Central Bark Milwaukee Westside, a doggy daycare center, in Milwaukee on April 11, 2023. The center is one of six businesses slated for demolition due to the $1.2 billion Interstate 94 expansion project. Grams said she worries relocating will displace long-time customers. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch)

Project location
This Wisconsin Department of Transportation map shows the location of the proposal to widen a 3.5-mile stretch of Interstate 94 in Milwaukee.  

Central Bark 2 
Alayna Kohloff, a groomer for Central Bark Milwaukee Westside, and her dog, Willie, play outside the doggy daycare center in Milwaukee on April 11, 2023. The center is one of six businesses slated for demolition due to the state’s planned Interstate 94 expansion. Owners are waiting for a final decision that will prompt negotiations for real estate acquisitions. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch)

Highway signs 
The Wisconsin Department of Transportation plans to expand a 3.5-mile segment of the Interstate 94 East-West Freeway corridor in Milwaukee. Many residents have pushed back, arguing it would benefit suburban commuters at the expense of Milwaukee residents. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch) 

Central Bark 3
Central Bark Milwaukee Westside, a doggy daycare center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin has stood on the corner of N. 25th Street and W. St. Paul Avenue for nearly a decade, according to Esther Grams, the franchisee owner.  (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin) 

Badger Truck
The Interstate 94 East-West Freeway corridor overlooks Badger Ford Truck Center on May 18, 2023. The dealership has operated near West St. Paul Avenue in Milwaukee’s Menomonee Valley for more than 50 years. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch) 

Merrill Park
Merrill Park is one neighborhood near the Interstate 94 East-West Freeway Corridor in Milwaukee. Sherburn Merrill established the neighborhood in 1868 as general manager of the Milwaukee and St. Paul Railroad. The neighborhood’s boundaries changed when the interstate was built six decades ago, according to Near West Side Partners, a nonprofit dedicated to redeveloping the Near West Side neighborhoods of Milwaukee. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch) 

Johnson’s Woods 
Cars drive on Interstate 94 along the northern edge of the Johnson’s Woods neighborhood in Milwaukee on May 18, 2023. Part of the neighborhood was transformed when the interstate was built six decades ago. Some residents in the area want the state to install a sound barrier along the freeway. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch) 

Freeway entrance 
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers revived a plan to widen a 3.5-mile segment of the Interstate 94 East-West Freeway corridor in Milwaukee, between the Marquette and Zoo interchanges. The state wants to expand the freeway to decrease traffic congestion, high crash rates and fix aging infrastructure. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch)

Fix at Six
Fix at Six” signs are scattered throughout neighborhoods in Milwaukee on May 18, 2023. Opponents of the state’s proposed Interstate 94 East-West Freeway corridor expansion are pushing an alternative plan by that name. It calls for the state to still repair — but not widen — a 3.5-mile section of freeway while also investing in public transit and cycling infrastructure. Opponents of the state’s plan say it benefits suburban commuters at the expense of Milwaukee residents. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch)

Freeway entrance 
Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers revived a plan to widen a 3.5-mile segment of the Interstate 94 East-West Freeway corridor in Milwaukee, between the Marquette and Zoo interchanges. The state wants to expand the freeway to decrease traffic congestion, high crash rates and fix aging infrastructure. (Jonmaesha Beltran / Wisconsin Watch)

Flyover Video embed:
 <iframe width="560" height="315" src="https://www.youtube.com/embed/gWXDEGWTy_U" title="YouTube video player" frameborder="0" allow="accelerometer; autoplay; clipboard-write; encrypted-media; gyroscope; picture-in-picture; web-share" allowfullscreen></iframe>
This animated video, courtesy of the Wisconsin Department of Transportation, shows changes under the plan to widen a segment of the Interstate 94 East-West Freeway corridor. The project covers approximately 3.5 miles of I-94 between 70th Street and 16th Street in Milwaukee. The project includes one system interchange — WIS 175/WIS 341/Miller Park Way — and five service interchanges: 70th Street/68th Street, Hawley Road, Mitchell Boulevard, 35th Street, and 26th Street/St. Paul Avenue. 




