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Town of Grand Chute public works director Katie Schwartz and parks director Seth Westberg show a section of the Arrowhead Park wooden boardwalk. The Joint Finance Committee held up the state's share of funding for the $1.3 million project for more than two months without explanation. (Jacob Resneck / Wisconsin Watch)
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A public hearing of the Joint Finance Committee takes place at the Wisconsin State Capitol on Feb. 15, 2023. The Department of Natural Resources requested approval of a $663,737 Knowles-Nelson Stewardship grant to the Town of Grand Chute for the Arrowhead Park trail and boardwalk rehabilitation project. After an anonymous committee member objected, the committee approved $400,000. (Amena Saleh / Wisconsin Watch)
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Mike McGuire, a University of Wisconsin-Madison sophomore, is president of the Beta Theta Pi-Alpha Pi fraternity chapter. The Joint Finance Committee blocked a state historic preservation grant to the fraternity using a “pocket veto.” (Drake White-Bergey / Wisconsin Watch)
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A construction worker renovates the Beta Theta Pi-Alpha Pi chapter fraternity house in Madison. (Drake White-Bergey / Wisconsin Watch)
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The Department of Health Services developed a $17.5 million cash incentive program to boost the vaccination rate of low-income Medicaid recipients, but the funding has been held up indefinitely by the Joint Finance Committee.     	
(Coburn Dukehart / Wisconsin Watch)
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Sen. Howard Marklein, R-Spring Green, chairs a public hearing of the Joint Finance Committee at the Wisconsin State Capitol on Feb. 15, 2023. (Amena Saleh / Wisconsin Watch)
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Wisconsin Gov. Tony Evers gives the State of the State address on Jan. 24, 2023, in Madison, Wis. (Drake White-Bergey / Wisconsin Watch)
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Rep. Evan Goyke, of Milwaukee, the ranking Democrat on the Joint Finance Committee, is concerned minority party members don’t know who objected to funding requests. (Amena Saleh / Wisconsin Watch)
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Phantom Lake is part of Wisconsin’s 30,000-acre Crex Wildlife Area near the Twin Cities. The state’s budget committee held up purchasing three nearby parcels for $165.000. Gov. Tony Evers wants to raise the threshold for Joint Finance Committee review of land conservation projects to $500,000. (Courtesy of Paul Stoll / Friends of Crex)
