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 To get an indication of the ded-
ication that Southern Lakes News-
papers Editor-in-Chief Ed Nadolski 
has to community journalism, one 
need only look at Snowmagedon 
2011.
 The Groundhog’s Day storm 
dumped anywhere from 3 to 5 feet 
of snow on almost all of southeast 
Wisconsin, closed down both air 
and vehicle traffic and turned into 
its own meme generator around not 
only Wisconsin, but the Midwest.
 But less than four hours after the 
snow had stopped, Nadolski real-
ized that he and his news reporter 
Mark Dudzik needed to get a paper 
out the door – even if he and Dudzik 
could barely get out the front door 
of Nadolski’s home.
 The two took turns breaking a 
path in the snow out to Milwaukee 
Avenue, then walked the mile to 
the SLN offices, then on North Pine 
Street. The two, along with graphic 
designer Sherry Gordon, were the 
only three able to make it into the 
office.
 “It was just lucky that Sherry and 
I and Mark were there,” Nadolski 
said, not even addressing the fact 
that most newspapers simply would 

have delayed 
production.
  That kind of 
dedication to his 
job – and to the 
Burlington com-
munity – served 
Nadolski well 
for more than 20 
years, through 
breaking news 
and controversial 

topics, through staff and print jour-
nalism changes.
 Nadolski bid journalism farewell 
Jan. 27, retiring and handing off 
the editor-in-chief mantle of SLN 
to Tracy Ouellette, community and 
special sections editor for the com-
pany.
 “Ed’s unwavering commitment 
to quality journalism has kept our 
group of weekly newspapers among 
the best in the state,” said Sue Z. 
Lange, general manager of Southern 
Lakes Newspapers. “We are fortu-
nate to have had his leadership and 
professionalism throughout these 
past 23 years.”

Added Jack Cruger, the owner of 
SLN, “Ed is a talented editor who 
launched the careers of untold jour-
nalists. I am grateful that he led our 
news operations over 20 years.”
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 Southern Lakes Newspapers Editor-in-Chief Ed Nadolski holds 
up a page proof during his time at the company. Nadolski, after 20-
plus  years in the position, retired Jan. 27.

Handing off the pencils and the red pens
Long-time editor-in-chief Nadolski retires

Ed Nadolski

A community fixture
 Nadolski came to the Burlington 
community from Ozaukee, where he 
worked for the Ozaukee Press from 
the 1980s forward. He started as a 
general assignment reporter, then 
graduated to sports editor and even-
tually co-managing editor.

 In 2000, the Branen family – 
which made the Standard Press a 
fixture in the community – was get-
ting ready to step back from direct 
control of the paper with the retire-
ment of Bob Branen. His brother,
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