policing_pregnancy_illustration
Wisconsin is one of just five states in the country that allows civil detention for pregnant people accused of drug or alcohol use. These so-called fetal protection laws are one often-overlooked way the government exercises authority over pregnancy. (Tommy Washbush)

Loertscher_baby
Tamara Loertscher holds her son, Harmonious Ellner, weeks after his birth in 2015. Loertscher was detained and incarcerated in Taylor County, Wisconsin, during her pregnancy after health officials alleged she was using drugs while pregnant — an allegation she denies. Wisconsin Act 292 allows pregnant people to be detained and forced into treatment if officials suspect drug or alcohol use. (Courtesy of Tamara Loertscher)

Ellner_baby
Dondi Ellner relaxes with his son, Harmonious, shortly after his birth. (Courtesy of Tamara Loertscher)

Ellner_baby2
Tamara Loertscher’s now-husband Dondi Ellner kisses their infant son, Harmonious, who was born in early 2015. (Courtesy of Tamara Loertscher)

family_portrait
Tamara Loertscher and Dondi Ellner are seen with their son, Harmonious. She says of Harmonious: “He is my heart.” (Courtesy of Tamara Loertscher)

second_grade
Tamara Loertscher's son, Harmonious, smiles before his first day of second grade earlier in 2022. (Courtesy of Tamara Loertscher)

Kathy_Hartke_solutions_sidebar
Dr. Kathy Hartke, a retired obstetrician and gynecologist and former chairwoman of the Wisconsin section of the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, says Wisconsin’s punitive approach to pregnant people with substance abuse disorder is not effective. “Forced treatment,” she says, “doesn’t work.” She is seen in her home in Brookfield, Wis., on Dec. 6, 2019. (Coburn Dukehart / Wisconsin Watch)
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