Wempner parents
Amy and Dan Wempner pose with their 18-year-old son Armond at their home in Kiel, Wis., on June 2, 2022. After discovering racist Snapchat messages directed at Armond before his junior year of high school, the family pushed the Kiel Area School District to respond. A plan to offer anti-racism training prompted backlash from white parents who accused the school of promoting critical race theory, an advanced academic concept that conservative activists have politically weaponized. Armond ultimately transferred to Fond du Lac High School. (Lianne Milton for Wisconsin Watch)

Wempner family 
Amy and Dan Wempner pose at their home with their children, from left: Armond, 18; Mason, 15; Cameron, 9; and Merri, 14. Armond says he doesn’t want to be seen as a victim after facing racial bullying at Kiel High School. He just wants to ensure that his younger siblings, who are all children of color, don’t have to go through what he did. Photograph taken on June 2, 2022. (Lianne Milton for Wisconsin Watch)

Armond_portrait
Armond Wempner, 18, is photographed at his parents’ home outside of Kiel, Wis. on June 2, 2022. Sometimes-overt, sometimes-casual acts of racism marred Armond’s experience at Kiel High School, prompting him to transfer to Fond du Lac High School. He initially tried to shrug off the racism he encountered in Kiel. “You just kind of go along with it and laugh it off, otherwise you’re the bad guy,” Wempner says. (Lianne Milton for Wisconsin Watch)

Armond awards
Armond Wempner’s athletic awards and mementos are shown on a wall of his parents’ home outside of Kiel, Wis., on June 2, 2022. After persistent racism prompted him to transfer from Kiel High School to Fond du Lac High School, Wempner, a linebacker, helped the Fond du Lac Cardinals football team go undefeated during his junior season and win a playoff game in 2021, his senior season.  (Lianne Milton for Wisconsin Watch)

Kiel_high_school 
Kiel High School in Kiel, Wis. is shown on June 2, 2022. After Armond Wempner received racist Snapchat messages from his football teammates and faced other racial bullying as a high school student in 2020, Brad Ebert, superintendent of the Kiel Area School District, acknowledged in a letter that unlawful harassment occurred. (Lianne Milton for Wisconsin Watch) 

Downtown Kiel
Downtown Kiel, Wis. is shown on June 2, 2022. Several public buildings in Kiel, including the town’s main arteries, were targets of multiple bomb threats in May and June 2022. An anonymous emailer successfully pushed the Kiel Area School District to stop investigating the alleged bullying of a transgender student. (Lianne Milton for Wisconsin Watch)

Wempner scrapbook
Sitting in their home outside of Kiel, Wis., Amy Wempner and her son, Armond, 18, look over a scrapbook of articles and photos of his time playing high school sports. Photograph taken on June 2, 2022. (Lianne Milton for Wisconsin Watch)

Letter to the editor 
Dennis Steinhardt, the brother of Kiel Mayor Michael Steinhardt, wrote a letter opposing “critical race theory.” It was published in the Tri-County News on July 1, 2021. CRT asserts that white supremacy from America’s past lives on in its laws and institutions. Some Republicans now use the phrase as a catch-all to describe the diversity, equity and inclusion efforts that they oppose. (Tri-County News archives)

Rufo tweet
In a Twitter post, Christoper Rufo, a conservative activist, discusses a plan to weaponize critical race theory to fuel negative perceptions about liberal opponents. (Twitter screenshot)

Event post 
No Left Turn in Education advertises an Oct, 5, 2022 event in Waunakee, Wisconsin, called “Poisoned: The insidious ideologies in your schools.” No Left Turn in Education is among conservative groups nationwide that are advancing a political strategy to usher racial backlash into mainstream politics — weaponizing the academic concept of critical race theory to encompass all “woke” racial and identity ideologies that progressives back and conservatives scorn. (Facebook screenshot)

Kiel_CRT
Tri-County Citizens, a grassroots group in Kiel, Wis., says it aims to keep “critical race theory” out of schools. Republicans have pushed often vague bans on CRT and broader efforts to promote diversity, equity and inclusion. (Screenshot from tricountycitizens.org)
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Fond du Lac High School linebacker Armond Wempner returns an interception for a touchdown against Sun Prairie High School during a Wisconsin Interscholastic Athletic Association Division 1 football playoff game on Oct. 29, 2021. Wempner transferred to Fond du Lac High School ahead of his junior year after facing racism at Kiel High School, including receiving Snapchat messages from his football teammates that described Wempner as a criminal because of his skin color. (Courtesy of Ryan Gregory/ Sun Prairie Star) 



