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NORTHWEST WISCONSIN - Robert Tabern has 
been chosen to be the new editor of the Inter-County 
Leader, the sixth editor in the 90-year history of the 
newspaper which is published by the Inter-County 
Cooperative Publishing Association and serves 
Burnett, Washburn, Polk and Barron counties.

He will be working alongside retiring editor Gary 
King during a transition period over the next few 
months.

“Robert’s experience and skills will bring the 
Leader to a new level of excellence in both print 
and online journalism,” King noted. “It’s been a 
pleasure to meet him and work with him.”

Scenery from the deck 
at the Michael Severson 
Memorial Overlook Deck 
in downtown St. Croix 
Falls included a number 
of geese who seemed to 
enjoy the view of the con-
crete hydroelectric dam 
which has been around 
since close to the begin-
ning of the previous cen-
tury. – Photos by Gary King

Voters choose
Nov. 8 lineup

Govenor: Michels vs. Evers
U.S. Senate: Barnes vs. Johnson
73rd District: Sapik vs. Gapske

AG: Toney vs. Kaul
Gary King | Editor

STATEWIDE - The Nov. 8 election ballot was set 
Tuesday by those who voted in the statewide pri-
mary.

Unofficial results show Republican construction 
magnate Tim Michels, who was endorsed by Don-
ald Trump, will face incumbent Gov. Tony Evers.

Mandela Barnes, Wisconsin’s lieutenant gover-
nor, won the Democratic U.S. Senate primary and 
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Gary King | Editor
TAYLORS FALLS, MINN. – The former 

clerk for the city of Taylors Falls, Minne-
sota, has filed a grievance against the city 
regarding its handling of her concerns 
over working conditions, according to 
the head of a concerned citizens group 
which recently chastised the city council 
for their handling of the matter.

Diane Nelson of the Taylors Falls Con-
cerned Citizens group, recently wrote a 
letter to the editors of area newspapers 
accusing the city council of “failing to in-
tervene appropriately to resolve a work-
place dispute,” in a continuation of an 
ongoing situation which has ended with 
the replacement of the city’s clerk/trea-
surer by the council.

Nelson said the city spent taxpayer 
money on multiple investigations into 
questionable working conditions as de-
scribed by the former clerk and prom-

ised for the “sake of transparency” to 
share the final reports with the public 
but they never did. She said the city re-
fused to follow city personnel policy to 
provide a fair response to an employ-
ee’s right to file a grievance and instead 
chose to attack the employee’s character 
and competence.

The city dismissed former clerk/
treasurer Elizabeth Nealley at a July 5 
meeting. Nealley’s attorney spoke on 
her behalf and refuted allegations the 
city cited as reasons for terminating her. 
Neally, according to Nelson, plans to sue 
the city and has filed a formal grievance 
with the Human Rights Department 
with the state of Minnesota, which was 
accepted and is being investigated.

Nelson’s letter said the leadership 
in Taylors Falls did what they set out to 

Former clerk files  
workplace grievance against city

See Former TF clerk, page 4

Robert Tabern of 
Barron is the new 
editor for the  In-
ter-County Leader. 
- Special photo

See Tabern, page 2

See November ballot, page 4
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Raised in the northern  suburbs of 
Chicago – Skokie, Morton Grove and 
Northbrook – Tabern discovered a pas-
sion for journalism during his time 
at Glenbrook North High School. He 
occasionally  wrote  articles for the 
school  newspaper,  “The Torch,” as 
well as  hosted  a  weekly  show on the 
school’s radio stations, WMWA-FM and 
WGBK-FM. He also hosted a live vari-
ety show for two years on a local cable 
access television station. 

Tabern credits  many early influ-
ences  for fueling his passion for the 
news business at a young age,  includ-
ing his parents, Thomas and Rita, step-
mother Beverly, stepsister Jennifer, high 
school broadcasting instructors Vince Pi-
nelli  and Peg  Holecek,  and friend Al-
exander  Rubinow. He was  chosen as 
a  Top  Ten  High  School  Reporter  by 
Chicago’s  legendary  WBBM-AM  in 
both 1995 and 1996. He is also proud to 
have represented the community at the 
American Legion’s Premier Illinois Boys 
State.

Knowing journalism  would 
be  his  chosen  profession, Tabern 
moved  to Jonesboro, Arkansas,  in 
1997  to  attend Arkansas State Univer-
sity. While  going to  classes  full time, 
he  also  worked  on-air and behind the 
scenes  at radio stations KASU-FM 
(NPR), KDRS-AM, and KLQZ-FM. 
Tabern also served as an assistant pro-
ducer/weekend news producer  for 
three years at KAIT-TV, the ABC affili-
ate  serving portions of Arkansas, Mis-
souri and Tennessee.  Tabern’s  first 
exposure to working a story of national 
attention came on March 24, 1998, as he 
was one of the first reporters on-scene at 
the Westside Middle School shooting. 

At just 18 years old,  Tabern  had the 
opportunity to work  alongside such 
familiar  faces  as  Ted Koppel  and John 
Seigenthaler  to produce  a series of 
reports for  CNN  “Newsource”  and 
ABC’s  “Nightline”  and  “World News 
Tonight.”  While in Arkansas, he  also 
produced local coverage of many tornado 
and severe-weather outbreaks,  prepa-
rations for the arrival of Y2K,  and the 
Sept. 11  terror attacks.  Some of his 
college mentors included professors 
Richard  Carvell, Mike Doyle and Dr. 
Mary Jackson-Pitts.  Tabern graduated 
from Arkansas State University  in De-
cember  2001,  earning  a Bachelor of 
Science  in  radio-television  broadcast 

journalism  and minor in political sci-
ence.

After completing college, he worked 
in various  media  and communica-
tion  positions closer to the Chicago-
land area, where his parents still reside. 
This included news producing and re-
porting for  WKJG-TV, the then-NBC 
station in Fort Wayne, Indiana, and 
almost seven years as senior news/
web producer at WDJT-TV, Milwaukee’s 
CBS affiliate. Tabern also wrote and de-
veloped media logs for the city of Oak 
Creek  police  and fire departments  for 
almost four years. He  vividly remem-
bers working the day of the deadly 
mass shooting at the city’s Sikh temple, 
which occurred 10 years ago this week. 
Tabern also served as assignment editor 
at WTMJ-TV, the NBC station in Mil-

waukee from 2013 to 2015. Duties there 
included  not only writing  news sto-
ries, but also managing a staff of more 
than two dozen news reporters,  pho-
tographers, multimedia journalists, en-
gineers, live truck operators, and  yes 
– even two helicopter pilots. 

In  more  recent years, Tab-
ern  pursued  jobs  following his 
other  interest  –  travel. For nearly four 
years, he  served  as operations coordi-
nator for a tour company in Elm Grove 
called Country Travel DISCOVERIES. 
He  designed  and managed  numer-
ous domestic bus and rail tours to off-
the-beaten-path  places  such as West 
Virginia, North Dakota and Nebraska. 
Besides  deciding  where  groups  would 
stop, Tabern led many tour groups him-
self,  in addition to developing promo-
tional and advertising pieces.

Interest in railroad history
It was Tabern’s interest in railroad hi

story  that  brought  him  here  to North-
west Wisconsin.  He  served as direc-
tor of passenger development  for  the 
Wisconsin Great Northern in Trego for 
the past 2-1/2 years. Most of his focus at 
the tourist railroad  was  promoting 
the Mark Twain Zephyr, a historic 1935 
CB&Q passenger train undergoing res-
toration. He co-authored a three-volume 
book series about the train, in addition 
to hosting/producing hundreds of on-
line videos. He also designed dozens of 
posters located in the depot and in a mu-
seum train car.

Tabern and his wife, Kandace, call Bar-
ron County  home. The couple  were 
each other’s first loves, meeting nearly 25 
years ago as college freshmen. After dat-
ing for about one year, the two broke up 
and didn’t speak for 12 years. They ulti-
mately reconnected in 2011 and married 
the following year. They will be celebrat-
ing their 10th anniversary in just a few 
months with a visit to New York City. He 
and Kandace wrote and published more 
than  a  dozen  Amtrak  railroad route 
guidebooks, e-books and podcasts  to-
gether. They also founded and  cur-
rently  serve on the  board of  directors 
of the Midwest Rail Rangers, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization providing on-
board educational talks aboard various 
trains, including the South Shore Line 
from Chicago to  South Bend,  Indiana, 
through the Indiana Dunes.  They also 

enjoy traveling and being “on the go” as 
much as possible.  According to the 
National Park Travelers Club, they are 
two of  just about 20 documented trav-
elers who visited all 423 units of the Na-
tional Park Service – which include visits 
to Hawaii, Alaska, American Samoa, the 
Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico and Guam. 
Next up ... a little less lofty goal of expe-
riencing every state park in Wisconsin 
and Minnesota!

Opportunity
Tabern looks forward to serving as the 

newest editor of the Leader.
“This truly is a once-in-a-lifetime 

opportunity,” he said. “The history of 
the paper – especially being founded 
in the midst of the Great Depression 
by farm groups and being Wisconsin’s 
only cooperative-owned newspaper 
– is amazing.  I look forward to  work-
ing closely with the outstanding leader-
ship of ICCPA’s board of directors and 
President Richard Lee  to  put my two 
decades of journalism  experience  to 
work for our readers. I am also excited 
to spend the next three months working 
hand-in-hand with the current editor to 
learn from his years of experience. In the 
weeks ahead, we will be visiting local 
communities and I hope to meet key of-
ficials and contacts. One of my goals is 
to enhance both the website and app for 
the Leader. Having a strong background 
in video production and video editing 
...  we hope our subscribers will enjoy 
what is to come.”

“I feel the  Inter-County Leader  is 
extremely important  to everyone in 
Burnett, Polk, Washburn and Barron 
counties  and should be supported.  If 
you think about it, the newspaper serves 
as the news lifeline for many people in 
communities  around here  where the 
nearest television news  outlet  is  lit-
erally over  70 or 80 miles away.  Over 
360 small-town newspapers across the 
United States have closed since the start 
of the pandemic ... and we do not want 
that to ever happen here. I will put every 
ounce of energy I have into continuing 
to make the Leader continue to be what 
the front page says – Northwest Wiscon-
sin’s News Leader.”

Robert Tabern, left, poses 
with then “Nightline” anchor 
Ted Koppel in 1998 while 
working for KAIT, the ABC-TV 
station in Jonesboro, Ark.

Come on down! Robert Tab-
ern, right, poses with then 
“Price is Right”  host Bob 
Barker, left, at CBS Television 
City in Hollywood, Calif., in Au-
gust 2005. Robert got to attend 
special promotional tapings for 
affiliate employees. - Special 
photos

Tabern/from page 1

Kandace Tabern, left, and Robert Tabern, 
right, pose for a photograph with the former 
Milwaukee Road lounge car “Cedar Rap-
ids.” The Taberns chartered this car from 
the Friends of the 261, based in Minneapolis, 
Minn., for their wedding reception in October 
2012.
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