Jamie_wells_34 and jamie_wells_37
Jamie Wells of Fond du Lac, Wis.,  is among five local residents charged with felony election fraud for using a UPS Store address to register to vote. The prosecutor is Fond du Lac County District Attorney Eric Toney, a Republican running for attorney general on a platform that includes being tough on election fraud. One critic calls it an “abuse” of prosecutorial discretion. Wells is seen June 2, 2022 at her attorney’s office in Appleton, Wis. (Amona Saleh / Wisconsin Watch)

Atiba_Ellis
Marquette University election law expert Atiba Ellis raises concerns about prosecuting voter mistakes as fraud. “Fraud is about an intent to deceive,” Ellis says. “And the danger in our current election integrity rhetoric is innocent mistakes get swept up and purported as deceptive acts.” ( Marquette University) 

Eliza_Sweren-Becker
Eliza Sweren-Becker, voting rights and elections expert in the Democracy Program at the Brennan Center for Justice, says when there are instances of misconduct, it’s usually fraud targeting voters — not the other way around. (Courtesy of Brennan Center for Justice)

Eric_Toney_headshot
Fond du Lac County, Wis., District Attorney Eric Toney defends his decision to prosecute five local residents for alleged election fraud for using a UPS Store address to register to vote. “Elections are cornerstone (sic) of our democracy which must be defended at every turn, not just when you agree with the law or the politics,” he writes in a statement to Wisconsin Watch. (Courtesy of Eric Toney)

Fond_du_Lac_courthouse
The Fond du Lac City County Government Center houses the criminal court where five people face election fraud charges for having a UPS Store address on their voter registrations. Fond du Lac County District Attorney Eric Toney, a Republican, is running for attorney general on a platform that includes election security despite no evidence of widespread fraud in Wisconsin. Photo taken June 2, 2022. (Matt Mencarini / Wisconsin Watch)

Ion_meyn
Ion Meyn, an assistant law professor at the University of Wisconsin, calls the cases against Jamie Wells and four others in Fond du Lac County “a real abuse of (prosecutorial) discretion.” Wells was charged with a felony for using the UPS Store address she has had for 30 years when she registered to vote in 2020.  (University of Wisconsin)

toney_GOP_convention
Fond du Lac District Attorney Eric Toney touts his tough-on-election-fraud stance at the Republican Party of Wisconsin convention on May 21, 2022. In a statement to Wisconsin Watch, Toney defends his decision to prosecute five local residents for using a UPS Store address to register to vote. “I want people (to) exercise their right to vote and ensure they do so lawfully,” Toney writes. “Wisconsin law requires someone to register to vote where they live, not where they receive mail. That is made clear on voter registration forms.” (WisEye)

UPS_store_fond_du_lac
Jamie Wells and her husband live in a 42-foot trailer that they tow around Wisconsin as her husband works on farms. They use the address of this UPS Store in Fond du Lac, Wis., for all of their mail. Wells and her husband were among five people charged with felony election fraud for using that address to vote in the 2020 election. Fighting the charge has cost the couple at least $17,000 and been tough on her, her family and even her marriage, she says. (Matt Mencarini / Wisconsin Watch) 

