Jesi_Ewers_01
On Dec. 28, 2020, Jesi Ewers of rural Cottage Grove, Wis., was shot to death by her boyfriend James “J.T.” Budworth. He had been ordered to relinquish his firearms after attacking Ewers two months earlier. But under Wisconsin’s “honor system,” Budworth did not turn over all of his guns, using one of them to kill Ewers, then himself. “Our Mom was as free-spirited as they come,” says her daughter Sati Ewers-Kubly. “She lived with passion and creativity; she was a talented artist, and was known for the beautiful willow trees she loved to paint.” (Courtesy of Sati Ewers-Kubly)

Jesi_Ewers_02
When she was murdered by her boyfriend in late 2020, Jesi Ewers left behind five children. “She loved to read and study anything about religion, philosophy, and life,” her daughter Sati Ewers-Kubly recalls. “She was a giver, she wanted everyone to be happy. Her spirit was so unique and warm that even if you had only met her once, you were likely to never forget her.” (Courtesy of Sati Ewers-Kubly)

Jesi_Ewers_03
Wisconsin’s “honor system” for removing firearms from certain people charged or convicted of domestic abuse failed to protect Jesi Ewers of rural Cottage Grove, Wis., who was shot to death by her boyfriend on Dec. 28, 2020. “Mom was a beautiful soul that touched the lives of everyone she met,” her daughter, Sati Ewers-Kubly says. “She wanted nothing but to spread love and kindness, and help where she could.” (Courtesy of Sati Ewers-Kubly)

Jesi_Ewers_family
Jesi Ewers left behind five children when she was murdered by her boyfriend on Dec. 28, 2020. She was among 58 people killed in acts of domestic violence in Wisconsin that year. “She taught us what it meant to stand your ground and be tough, but to also be gentle and loving,” says her daughter Sati Ewers-Kubly. “She taught us to never give up, and always fight for what we believe in and what we know is right. For Mom, life was never about what's in your bank account or what material things you have. It was and still is about the memories you make and the people you surround yourself with.” Pictured from left: Tony Dakan, Sati Ewers-Kubly, Holden Buie, Kaylah Ewers, Jesi Ewers, Coti Igl, and Isenya Lowe. (Courtesy of Sati Ewers-Kubly)

Gunshow
Ron Martin's booth at the Badger Military Collectible Show displays a set of rifles in Waukesha, Wis., in 2016. As a licensed gun dealer, Martin is required to run a criminal background check on all purchasers. But in Wisconsin, unlicensed dealers and individuals can sell firearms without a background check. (Coburn Dukehart / Wisconsin Watch)

Licensed_Dealer
A tag at Ron Martin's booth at the Badger Military Collectible Show in Waukesha, Wis., in 2016 identifies him as a licensed gun dealer. Martin runs background checks on any potential purchaser of his guns, but unlicensed and individual sellers in Wisconsin are not required to do so. That allows people prohibited from having firearms — including domestic abusers — to easily obtain them. (Coburn Dukehart / Wisconsin Watch)

Lisa_Subeck 
State Rep. Lisa Subeck, D-Madison, speaks during a press conference at the Wisconsin State Capitol in 2017. Subeck has been pushing for Wisconsin to adopt a law matching federal law, which prohibits people convicted of misdemeanor domestic violence from owning guns. (Isaac Wasserman / Wisconsin Watch)

Ryan_Poe-Gavlinski
Ryan Poe-Gavlinski is the director of the Restraining Order and Survivor Advocacy Clinic (ROSA) at the University of Wisconsin Law School. She says Wisconsin should act more quickly in restraining orders that require defendants to relinquish their guns. Currently, courts hold a hearing two weeks after issuing an order to verify compliance. (University of Wisconsin-Madison)

milwaukee_shooting
A memorial to five people shot to death on April 27, 2020 is seen on North 12th Street in Milwaukee, Wis. Christopher P. Stokes was previously convicted of felony domestic violence in 2012 and was prohibited from owning firearms. Part of the problem, experts say, is that background checks are not required for all gun purchases in Wisconsin, potentially allowing felons like Stokes to acquire firearms despite their history. (Mark Hoffman / Milwaukee Journal Sentinel)
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