Joseph Frey portrait
Joseph Frey was prosecuted by then-Winnebago County Deputy District Attorney Vince Biskupic for a 1991 sexual assault he did not commit. “Before Joe's trial even happened — before he even had the opportunity to present his defense to a jury — that evidence was inappropriately destroyed,” says Frey’s attorney, Tricia Rojo Bushnell. Frey was photographed by Lake Mendota in Madison, Wis., on Oct. 3, 2016. (Coburn Dukehart / Wisconsin Watch)

Biskupic 2002
Vince Biskupic, Outagamie County district attorney and Republican candidate for attorney general, speaks with reporters and editors from the Appleton Post-Crescent in September 2002. Biskupic ran for office on his track record as a prosecutor — but several of those cases had significant flaws, a Wisconsin Watch and WPR investigation showed. (Kristyna Wentz-Graff / Appleton Post-Crescent)

Kevin Nechodom memorial
A memorial to Kevin Nechodom was published in the Appleton Post-Crescent Nov. 26, 1996, one year after his death. Outagamie County District Attorney Vince Biskupic led the prosecution of the suspect, Greg Kortz. But a judge removed Biskupic from the case after it was discovered that he knew initial sheriff’s reports about the incident had been destroyed and rewritten. (Appleton Post-Crescent via Newspapers.com)

Greg Kortz
An article in the Dec. 5, 1995 edition of the Appleton Post-Crescent shows defendant Greg Kortz sitting with his attorney Mary Lou Robinson in Outagamie County Circuit Court. Kortz was found guilty of second-degree reckless homicide and sentenced to 13 years in prison. Outagamie County District Attorney Vince Biskupic was removed from the case before trial, after it was discovered that the prosecutor knew initial sheriff’s reports about the incident had been destroyed and rewritten. (Appleton Post-Crescent via Newspapers.com)

Robert Zapf
Former Kenosha County District Attorney Robert Zapf is seen in this July 11, 2018 article from the Kenosha News. The Office of Lawyer Regulation, an arm of the Wisconsin Supreme Court, found that Zapf committed misconduct for withholding information from the defense in a fatal robbery that a police officer had planted evidence and subsequently resigned. The Wisconsin Supreme Court overturned that decision on appeal. (Kenosha News via Newspapers.com)

Ken Anderson
Ken Anderson defends his performance as Williamson County, Texas, district attorney as he took the stand on the final day of an inquiry into whether he illegally hid evidence while prosecuting Michael Morton for murder in 1987. Morton later exonerated. Photo taken Feb. 8, 2013. (Ricardo B. Brazziell / Austin American-Statesman via AP)

Michael Morton
Michael Morton, right, reacts after leaving the Williamson County courthouse in Taylor, Texas with his attorney John W. Raley, on Oct. 4, 2011. Morton was freed from a life sentence after DNA tests linked his wife’s murder to another man. The prosecutor, Ken Anderson, later pled guilty to criminal contempt of court for concealing exculpatory information from Morton’s defense team and the trial judge. (Ricardo B. Brazziell / Austin American-Statesman via AP)

Joseph Frey booking
This is the jail booking photo for Joseph Frey, whose conviction for the 1991 rape of a University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh student was overturned. On July 12, 2013, Frey walked out of the Winnebago County Jail a free man for the first time in more than 20 years. He had no money, no identification and nowhere to live. Frey was wrongfully convicted in 1994 of sexual assault and kidnapping, crimes for which he was serving a 102-year sentence. (Winnebago County Sheriff’s Office)

Frey Oshkosh Northwestern clip
This Oshkosh Northwestern story from Dec. 17, 1993 identified Joseph Frey as a “raspy-voiced rapist” when writing  about his conviction in an Oshkosh assault. Frey was later exonerated when DNA evidence found in the court clerk’s office proved him innocent — and identified another perpetrator with a record of sexual assault. (Oshkosh Northwestern via Newspapers.com)

Frey conviction overturned
Joseph Frey, then 53, shakes hands with University of Wisconsin law student Lauren Devine after his rape conviction was overturned by Winnebago County Circuit Court Judge Daniel Bissett May 22, 2013 in Oshkosh, Wis. Devine was one of the students from Wisconsin Innocence Project who re-examined Frey's case. (Shu-Ling Zhou / Oshkosh Northwestern)

Frey release
Joseph Frey, seen here in 2013, jokes that he “is not partial to stripes” as he wears donated clothing soon after his release from the Winnebago County Jail in Oshkosh, Wis. There to greet him were, from left, Scott Zehr, a University of Wisconsin Law School graduate who helped locate the crucial piece of evidence that led to Frey’s exoneration; Keith Findley, then- co-director of the Wisconsin Innocence Project; Frey’s sister (pointing), Diana Lee; UW social work graduate student Paisley Morris, who helps wrongfully convicted inmates find services; and Tricia Rojo Bushnell, an Innocence Project attorney who led the effort to prove Frey’s innocence. (Jaclyn Schwartz / Wisconsin Innocence Project)
