Casinos_Wisconsin_Watch_01
A blackjack table is seen at Ho-Chunk Gaming Black River Falls in Black River Falls, Wis., on Feb. 9, 2022.  Economic pain from temporary pandemic shutdowns in 2020 still linger across Ho-Chunk Nation, manifested in layoffs and cuts to crucial services. That’s forcing tribal leaders to confront their economy’s outsized reliance on casinos. (Ilana Bar-av for Wisconsin Watch)

Casinos_Wisconsin_Watch_02
Marlon WhiteEagle, president of the Ho-Chunk Nation, is seen at the State of the Tribes event at the Wisconsin State Capitol in Madison, Wis., on Feb. 22, 2022. “We were hit pretty hard by the pandemic,” he said. “And that begs the question of what we can do to move beyond gaming.” (Coburn Dukehart / Wisconsin Watch)
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Ho-Chunk Gaming Black River Falls is seen in Black River Falls, Wis., Feb. 10, 2022. Wisconsin’s 11 federally recognized tribes — along with tribal nations across North America — have long weighed how to diversify their economies, and the pandemic illustrated the risk of failing to do so. (Ilana Bar-av for Wisconsin Watch)
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Jeffrey Booze, an employee from Ho-Chunk Gaming Black River Falls takes a break in the Bingo Hall in Black River Falls, Wis., Feb. 9, 2022. The pandemic forced layoffs of roughly 2,250 Ho-Chunk employees, including more than 80% of its gaming workforce. (Ilana Bar-av for Wisconsin Watch)

Casinos_Wisconsin_Watch_05
Slot machines are seen at Ho-Chunk Gaming Black River Falls in Black River Falls, Wis., Feb. 9, 2022. The Ho-Chunk Nation owns six casinos, with the three largest in Madison, the Wisconsin Dells and Black River Falls. (Ilana Bar-av for Wisconsin Watch)
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Ho-Chunk Gaming Tomah is seen in Tomah, Wis., Feb. 10, 2022. Aside from basic services, gaming revenue funds college scholarships and typically flows to tribal members through disbursements, more often referred to as “per cap.” (Ilana Bar-av for Wisconsin Watch)
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Marlon WhiteEagle, president of the Ho-Chunk Nation, is seen at the State of the Tribes event at the Wisconsin State Capitol in Madison, Wis., on Feb. 22, 2022. WhiteEagle said the tribe brought in around $500 million from all revenue sources before the pandemic — including gaming and state and federal grants. (Coburn Dukehart / Wisconsin Watch)
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The shuttered Marcus Ho-Chunk Cinema is seen in Tomah, Wis., Feb. 10, 2022. Ho-Chunk citizens have long called for economic diversification, but some efforts, like this theater, have struggled. (Ilana Bar-av for Wisconsin Watch)
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A blackjack table is seen at Ho-Chunk Gaming Black River Falls in Black River Falls, Wis., on Feb. 9, 2022. “When we see anything less profitable, there’s a thought of, ‘Is it worth it?’” said Ho-Chunk Nation President Marlon WhiteEagle of his tribe’s investment in casinos. (Ilana Bar-av for Wisconsin Watch)
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Darren Price, owner of BP Smokehouse in Tomah, Wis., is seen on Feb. 10, 2022. Over 22 years, Price and his Ho-Chunk family transformed a small catering business into a brick-and-mortar BBQ joint. He started slow, but the business grew as patrons kept returning. A $10,000 grant from the Ho-Chunk Legislature helped kick start the business. (Ilana Bar-av for Wisconsin Watch)
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Customers eat lunch at BP Smokehouse in Tomah, Wis., on Feb. 10, 2022. Owner Darren Price started the business after seeing an advertisement from ​the Ho-Chunk Legislature offering a $10,000 small business grant to tribal members. (Ilana Bar-av for Wisconsin Watch)
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The Andrew Blackhawk Memorial Pow-Wow Grounds are seen in Black River Falls, Wis., Feb. 9, 2022. (Ilana Bar-av for Wisconsin Watch)

The_ways_map
This map shows the lands that were ceded to the United States by tribes through treaties, as well as the current lands and reservations of federally recognized tribes in the Great Lakes region.
(PBS Wisconsin Education)

Current-Tribal-Lands
This map shows the current reservations and tribal lands in Wisconsin.
(PBS Wisconsin Education)


