Paulus_Biskupic
Left: Winnebago County District Attorney Joe Paulus appears in a Winnebago County court Aug. 30, 2002.  Right: Special prosecutor Vince Biskupic gives opening statements in a 2013 trial in Oconto County Circuit Court. The two prosecutors accused Mark Price of planning a “hit” on Paulus from prison — a charge that was later tossed out (Mike De Sisti / Appleton Post-Crescent and H. Marc Larson / Green Bay Press-Gazette)

Shelia_Berry
Sheila Berry was the director of victim assistance in Outagamie and Winnebago counties. She was working for Winnebago County District Attorney Joe Paulus in 1990 when he prosecuted Mark Price for murder. At the time, Berry thought Price was guilty, but she later became convinced of his innocence. Berry is seen here in a file photo from the 1990s. (Courtesy of the Berry family)

Mark_Price_2008
Mark Price was prosecuted by Winnebago County District Attorney Joe Paulus for a 1989 murder, but he has always maintained his innocence. While in prison, Price was prosecuted by Vince Biskupic, initially Winnebago County deputy district attorney and then Outagamie County district attorney, for a supposed murder plot against Paulus. That conviction was later vacated when it was revealed that Biskupic withheld evidence pointing to Price’s innocence. Price is seen here in 2008. (Wisconsin Department of Corrections)

Mike_Balskus
Mike Balskus joined the Winnebago County district attorney’s office in 2003 shortly after Joe Paulus lost his re-election bid for district attorney. The FBI had been investigating Paulus for taking bribes, and Balskus started to investigate other cases Paulus had prosecuted. Now mostly retired, Balskus is seen in Madison, Wis., in 2019. (Coburn Dukehart / Wisconsin Watch)

Oshkosh_Northwestern_01_18_1991
An Oshkosh Northwestern story from Jan. 18, 1991, tells the story of Mark Price being found guilty by a Winnebago County jury for the 1989 murder of Michael Fitzgibbon. While Price admits to being at the scene of the crime, he has always maintained he is innocent of the murder. (Oshkosh Northwestern via Newspapers.com) 

The_Post_Crescent_03_16_1995
Mark Price is seen in a 1995 Appleton Post-Crescent story that covered his preliminary hearing for a supposed “hit” plot to kill Winnebago County District Attorney Joe Paulus. Price pleaded no contest in a deal that dismissed one charge and reduced another. He received an additional 14 years on his life sentence. In 2007, a judge allowed Price to withdraw his plea to the charge related to alleged threat to injure Paulus after finding the prosecution withheld crucial evidence about his innocence. (Appleton Post-Crescent via Newspapers.com)

Ion_Meyn
Ion Meyn teaches courses on civil procedure, civil rights, wrongful convictions, race and the law and trial advocacy at the University of Wisconsin Law School. Meyn’s research has led him to believe the move to water down the discovery rules for criminal cases was rooted in white supremacy, as Jim Crow-era officials objected to the idea that defendants — many of them Black — would get more access to prosecutors’ files. (UW-Madison photo)

Vince_Biskupic_court
Winnebago County Deputy District Attorney Vince Biskupic charged Mark Price with selling drugs from prison to raise money to hire a hitman to kill his boss, Joe Paulus. The threat conviction was later vacated after it was found Biskupic withheld evidence that pointed to Price’s innocence. (Joseph W. Jackson III / Wisconsin State Journal)

The_Post_Crescent_01_16_1991
In 2014, Mark Price filed a motion for a new murder trial, citing numerous pieces of new evidence and alleged acts of prosecutorial misconduct by Winnebago County District Attorney Joe Paulus. The appeal included evidence that contradicted testimony from Todd Crawford that Price had savagely beaten Michael Fitzgibbon. The appeal was denied. This headline in the Jan. 16, 1991 issue of the Appleton Post-Crescent states that Mark Price’s attorney attacked Crawford’s testimony during Price’s original trial — accusing Crawford of fabricating a story to save himself from being prosecuted. (Appleton Post-Crescent via Newspapers.com)
