Dale_Chu_portrait1
On Jan. 4, 1998, So’s Dry Cleaners and Laundry, the business owned by Dale Chu’s family in Appleton, Wis., was destroyed by fire, and nearly two years later, Chu was prosecuted for arson by Outagamie County District Attorney Vince Biskupic. Although convicted, Chu has always maintained his innocence. He is seen here outside the food truck he now operates, Miss Kim’s Mobile Kitchen, in Chesapeake, Va., on March 16, 2022. (Stephen Katz for Wisconsin Watch)

APC_Chu_story
This story from the Appleton Post-Crescent from Feb. 6, 2001, shows Dale Chu wiping away tears after being sentenced to seven years in prison. Chu was convicted of setting a 1998 fire that destroyed his family’s dry cleaning business in Appleton, Wis., but he has always maintained his innocence. (Appleton Post-Crescent via Newspapers.com)

Biskupic_2001
Outagamie County District Attorney Vince Biskupic told the jury that Dale Chu’s Korean background — and purported loyalty to his father — was evidence of motive to burn down the dry cleaning business — a charge Chu denied. Here, Biskupic listens to juror comments during a trial in Appleton, Wis., in 2001. (Dan Powers / USA TODAY NETWORK-Wisconsin)

Dale_Chu_working
In 2002, Chu brought his case to the Wisconsin Court of Appeals, arguing, among other things, that Outagamie County District Attorney Vince Biskupic withheld evidence about the credibility of the two witnesses who claimed Chu confessed — and that the cause of the fire was never determined. Here, Chu works at his food truck, Miss Kim’s Mobile Kitchen, in Chesapeake, Va., on March 16, 2022. (Stephen Katz for Wisconsin Watch)

Nick_Wales_affidavit
This excerpt from an affidavit signed June 28, 2000, signed by Dale Chu’s former friend and co-worker Nick Wales, says Wales was asked to lie on the witness stand about his cooperation with the investigation. Wales claimed that the Outagamie County District Attorney’s investigator in the case, Steve Malchow, offered to help “get rid” of some pending criminal charges if Wales told police what he knew about Chu’s involvement in the fire.

WSJ_Chu_story
This Wisconsin State Journal story from Feb. 13, 2005 details Dale Chu’s repeated attempts to prove his innocence on charges that he set fire to his family’s Appleton, Wis., dry cleaning business in 1998. Chu claims he was railroaded by Outagamie County District Attorney Vince Biskupic who used false testimony and sloppy police work to prosecute him. Pictured are Dale Chu, left, and his father So Man Chu. (Wisconsin State Journal via Newspapers.com)

Chu_SCOTUS_Petition
Dale Chu’s lawyer Andrew J. Shaw wrote this note on his petition to the U.S. Supreme Court in 2002. Earlier that year, the Wisconsin Court of Appeals ruled that Biskupic properly used Chu’s Korean heritage as evidence of motive, and the Wisconsin Supreme Court declined to take up Chu’s case. Chu then tried to challenge the Court of Appeals’ ruling all the way up to the nation’s highest court. It did not take up the case. 

Dale_Chu_portrait2
Dale Chu got out of prison in 2004. He was part-owner of a popular restaurant in Appleton after his release and recently opened Miss Kim’s Mobile Kitchen, in Chesapeake, Va. “I guess I don’t understand to this day how I’d lost that trial. The only thing I can think of is Vince (Biskupic) portrayed me as a bad enough person, that it didn’t matter if I was guilty or not,” he says. (Stephen Katz for Wisconsin Watch)
