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Local

“We hear these reports 
every month that we need 
to do something mental 
health-wise for our kids,” 
Wesolowski said, “What are 
we doing for the kids? What 
is being done? In my opin-
ion, with all these commit-
tees we have, there needs to 
be something for this. We 
can talk all day long about 
it, but unless we put some 
action behind the words, all 
we’re doing is talking.”

Blesch Intermediate 
School’s principal, Scott 
Martin, said currently the 
schools are dedicating 15 
minutes every day to social 
and emotional learning in 
every classroom. “We’re try-
ing to imbed the SEL stan-
dards into the curriculum, 
so we’re still going to keep 
the 15 minutes but we’re 
also going to imbed it so it’s 
something that’s brought 
up and talked about 
throughout the day. I agree, 
we have to continue to push 
forward with that, but we 
also have to consider men-
tal health support for the 
staff. There’s a lot of strug-
gle going on with our staff 
and people who work at 
Menominee. The kids bring 
their heart-breaking stories 
every single day, and we’re 

not licensed counselors by 
any means. I think we need 
to keep working with stu-
dents, but to keep work-
ing with students we have 
to make sure our adults are 
healthy, too,” he said.

“ I  100% agree ,” 
Wesolowski said, “the 
teachers do get the brunt of 
it, so how do we keep them 
healthy so we can keep our 
kids healthy, because we 
do need to do something. 
So can we form a commit-
tee so we can start to work 
with mental health?”

“My two cents is that 
I agree, it’s a huge issue. 
When you look at mental 
health services across the 
nation, it’s bad,” said Board 
President Derek Butler. 
“The lack of services and 
number of professionals, 
we all know there’s room to 
improve. I would say let’s 
look to our local healthcare 
partners and potentially 
ask them what services 

are available. Maybe the 
opportunity is to pool all 
of those together. I don’t 
know what will be offered 
or what could be offered, 
but at least that would be a 
starting point, and if there 
is a menu of services, that’s 
when that committee could 
be formed.

Martin also said a diffi-
culty the schools have had 
in getting the kind of men-
tal health help their stu-
dents need has been the 
state line. “We’ve explored 
some of these things in the 
past; Green Bay’s Willow 
Creek is a great facility to 
do some intakes for kids 
who are having a rough 
time, but a lot of times we 
can’t get our students in 
there because of the state 
line, and then you factor in 
insurances and it’s almost 
impossible to get students 
help,” he said.

“But we could explore it 
at least,” Butler said, “so we 

at least know what’s being 
offered here, and so the 
local providers know the 
need.”

Martin said that a lot of 
other schools and commu-
nities are struggling with 
this same issue right now. 
There are people who the 
students can go to, includ-
ing classroom teachers and 
the building principals. 
Martin said that out of a 
seven-hour day, he usually 
spends about five talking 
to students. “The kids’ pri-
orities are more import-
ant than me filling out a 
report or sending an email. 
You know, take care of the 
kids first and then stay after 
work and do the rest,” he 
said.

“We try, but we’re not 
mental health providers,” 
Ahrndt said.

“There’s very limited 
resources and they’re 
spread very thin, but they’re 
trying, and kudos to them 
for trying,” Martin said.

Since this was a Commit-
tee of the Whole meeting, 
no formal action was taken 
Monday to form a dedi-
cated mental health com-
mittee, however the rest of 
the board did express inter-
est in exploring the possi-
bility.

MAPS:

infrastructure to better 
facilitate industry capital 
expansion projects such as 
the work currently under-
way at Fincantieri Mari-
nette Marine’s (FMM).

“We (Marinette) go after 
every grant that we can,” 
Miller said. “When we get 
those grants it saves money 
to be used somewhere else. 
And that only benefits the 
city … these grants are huge 
things: Menekaunee har-
bor was grant after grant, 
and the cleanup of the 
(Menominee) River was 
grant money. We go after 
whatever we possibly can.”

Throughout the presen-
tations, Pitel highlighted 
various indicators that help 
inform auditors and city 
officials about the munic-
ipality’s financial health. 
And like a solid pulse and 
steady vitals, those signs 
provide a clean bill, finan-
cially, for the city.

GENERAL FUND
Aligning with a prelim-

inary audit report made in 
April, and statements to 

the same by Miller, Pitel 
affirmed to council mem-
bers that the city finished 
with a positive net change 
to the general fund bal-
ance by $314,000, bringing 
the total end-of-year (2020) 
balance to approximately 
$7.1 million. A positive net 
change in general funds 
renders only one factor that 
helps bolster a municipali-
ty’s rating when it comes to 
borrowing. Similar to the 
net income of a business, 
that $314,000 represents 
funds leftover and available 
for reallocation on projects 
or operations for the next 
year.

“It helps with (the city’s) 
bond rating so that when 
we go to borrow money we 
get better interest rates,” 
Miller said.

As a measurement of the 
city’s financial footing, Pitel 
also pointed out that $6.3 
million of the general fund 
represented unassigned 
balance, which is approxi-
mately 53% of the city’s gen-
eral fund expenditures for 
the year.

Over a year, between 
periods of tax collection 

and reception of state aid, 
municipalities can experi-
ence lulls in revenues. How-
ever, through the main-
tenance of a strong fund 
balance, a city can sustain 
those lulls without incur-
ring additional debt.

“Financially, (Marinette) 
does have a very good fund 
balance,” Miller said. “And 
that has allowed us to 
(avoid) borrowing money 
in the low times (of city cash 
flow). We get tax money 
in March and …. we don’t 
get state aid until the end 
of November. So there are 
months in between where it 
is good to have that money 
(general funds) in the bank 
so you are not borrowing 

money to make payments.”
A city’s general fund 

typically provides for the 
majority of operating ser-
vices within the city such as 
police, fire, general govern-
ment (city council, clerks), 
parks, recreation and com-
munity development.

During his presenta-
tion, Pitel summarized the 
fact that unassigned gen-
eral funds equating to 53% 
of general fund expendi-
tures, indicates the city’s 
solid bond rating and over-
all creditworthiness.

“20-30% from a bond 
rating standpoint is consid-
ered strong and anything 
above 30% is considered 
extremely strong,” he said.

AUDIT LOOKED AT 
MANY FACTORS
Miller also added that 

the factors/indicators that 
influence a city’s bond rat-
ing depend on more than 
just the fund balance. 
However, the rigorous and 
meticulous audit raked 
over those factors as well, 
delineating the city’s var-
ious financial statements 
that included many funds 
and other financial inter-
actions such as revolving 
loans, capital projects, tax 
increment financing dis-
tricts, debt service funds, 
the Community REC Cen-
ter fund and the Harbor 
Assistance Program (HAP) 
Fund. The HAP stems from 
an approximate $30 mil-
lion Harbor Assist Grant 
for which Marinette Marine 
Corporation serves as the 
beneficiary. The HAP was 
awarded to help cover the 
cost for current upgrades 
and additions under con-
struction at the shipyard 
to accommodate future 
growth in facilities, work-
force and shipbuilding 
capacity.

Other audit indicators 

looked at cash flow and 
income statements and the 
city’s debt service as a per-
cent of its operating expen-
ditures. According to Pitel, 
in 2020 the city’s debt ser-
vice stood at 12% of operat-
ing expenditures

“Anything under 20% is 
considered a pretty desir-
able rate,” he said.

Miller expanded on 
other factors that informed 
auditors as they generated 
a 2020 audit report for the 
city. They evaluated the 
city’s debt structure, cash 
flow, area unemployment 
rates, and business activ-
ity in the area. In Mari-
nette’s case, that complete 
evaluation assists the city 
in acquiring its A-1 bond 
rating. Stated simply, an 
A-1 rating reflects the city’s 
credit risk analysis and its 
capacity to repay various 
financial obligations. While 
not the highest rating, A-1 
is good.

However, Miller added 
that due to the city’s recent 
growth in activity related to 
expansions at the shipyard, 
that rating may receive a 
bump up next year.

FINANCE:

“
“We go for every grant that we can. When 
we get those grants it saves money to be used 
somewhere else.”

Jackie Miller
Marinette finance director and City Treasurer

“
“We try, but we’re not mental health provid-
ers.”

Randi Ahrndt
Principal of Central Elementary School

By JULIE RIDDLE

The Alpena News
ALPENA, Mich.—At age 

16, Emily Weiss left her 
home.

Family issues made it 
too hard for her to stay, so 
she moved in with her sis-
ter, 24 years her senior.

Like Weiss, now 19, hun-
dreds of children and teens 
in Northeast Michigan live 
in other people’s homes, 
shelters, or places not fit for 
human habitation, accord-
ing to The Alpena News.

While homeless fami-
lies contend with financial 
hardships and a shortage of 
affordable housing, scores 
of local housing advocates 
are poised to provide coun-
seling, connections, and 
encouragement to help 
young people in North-
east Michigan get back into 
homes—if only those fam-
ilies know such services 
exist, advocates say.

Meanwhile, Weiss wor-
ries about a couch-surfing 
friend who doesn’t have a 

stable place to stay.
“It’s not like I can say, 

‘Hey, come over to my 
house,‘” Weiss said. “It’s not 
my house.”

Homeless kids don’t 
always look homeless, 
according to Vicki Dens-
taedt, Alpena McKinney 
Vento Consortium home-
less liaison and grant coor-
dinator, who connects stu-
dents in Alpena, Alcona, 
Atlanta, and Hillman 
schools to homeless ser-
vices.

Instead of literally liv-
ing on the streets, home-
less families in Northeast 
Michigan may stay with 
other families, crowd into a 
hotel room, or live in camp-
ers, Denstaedt said.

Currently, 266 Northeast 
Michigan children, from 
newborns through high 
school seniors, qualify for 
homeless services—proba-
bly an undercount in a rural 
area where the lack of ano-
nymity discourages fam-
ilies from admitting they 
need help, Denstaedt said.

Help available for 
young homeless

www.hansenonionmartell.com

Serving the 
Area Since1927Funeral Home, Inc.

As a good 
neighbor to the 
community, we 

honor the funeral 
and cremation  

preferences of our 
clients in the belief 
that unparalleled 
service, provided 

by trusted friends, 
is the most 

important value we 
o� er to families in 

need.

610 Marinette Ave • Marinette, WI
phone • 715-735-3737

fax • 715-735-3867If you would like to adopt ANY OF THESE ANIMALS or any other animal, stop by or call the Menominee Animal Shelter, Inc. at N184 Haggerson 
Court, Menominee, MI (906) 864-PAWS (7297). Or visit us on the Web: mashelter.org or www.petango.com for a complete listing 

with photos. E-mail: animals@mashelter.com. Hours: Tuesday-Friday~Noon-6pm, Saturday~Noon-5pm

These Pets of 
the Week are 
sponsored by:

I’m Momma! I’m a sweet girl 
who enjoys attention. I’m also 
independent and like doing my 
own thing a lot of the time. I have 
lived with other cats and done 
well with them.

I’m FunFetti! I’m finding it 
quite hard to adjust to the 
shelter environment and can 
be quite grumpy still. I’ve been 
working on my socialization. I 
do well with other cats. I would 
definitely do best in a quieter 
home without young children.

HAVELKA CONSTRUCTION

Remember, there is no fee to drop off or surrender animals, but donations are welcome!

PETS OF THE WEEK
ALL ANIMALS ARE MICRO-CHIPPED

I’m Max! I’m immensely 
energetic I love getting exercise! 
It would be good for me to have 
a consistent routine. I have lived 
with a cat and like to play with 
them.

WE’RE  
OPEN!

The Shelter is resuming 
our regular hours  
Tuesday - Friday  

12 pm - 6 pm 
Saturday  

12 pm - 5 pm 
Visit mashelter.org

Serving the Community for 150 Years

Saturday, June 24, 1871 - Thursday, June 24, 2021

“Gazette Printing Company pur-
chased the Marinette Eagle-Star and the 
Ironwood Daily Globe in 1980. I arrived 
in Marinette as the general manager of 
the Eagle-Star. The Menominee Her-
ald-Leader was purchased in 1982 and 
both newspapers continued separate 
publications until their merger in 1995. 

“We enjoyed great success after 
the merger due to the hard work and 
dedication of the staffs in the news-
room, advertising, circulation, pro-
duction, accounting and press depart-
ments. These were good people doing 
great things for the community “cover-
ing both sides of the river.” Community 
journalism at its best.

“Those were the days!”

Dennis Colling
Publisher • 1980-2009

From our former staff  ...

Find more comments from our staff  inside.

“My love affair with 
news began when I was in 
seventh grade, but my job 
as a journalist began 35 
years ago … when I walked 
through the doors of the 
Marinette Eagle-Star as a 
new employee.

“While I was hired to 
be in charge of the life-
style section of the local 
daily newspaper, I soon 
learned, like many, that 
I would wear many hats 
and hold many positions 
in journalism after cross-
ing that threshold.

“One of the first major 
projects I was involved in 
was a special edition to 
celebrate Marinette’s cen-
tennial. As I researched 
the stories I wrote, I 
turned to the fragile pages 
of the original Daily Eagle, 
which carried the events 
of the community more 
than a century prior.

“A newspaper is a func-
tioning member of that 
community … and plays 
an important role in 
everything from sharing 
people’s stories to attend-
ing countless meetings 
and covering commu-
nity and sporting issues. 
It is a role that has been 
taken on by many women 
and men with enormous 
pride, integrity, ethics and 
talent.

“And, I have to admit, it 
can really be a lot of fun.

“Newspapers have 
many departments, and 
each one is important to 

putting out the printed edi-
tion, but the newsroom is 
definitely the place where 
all of societies’ examples 
gathered. I worked with 
amazing intellectuals, tal-
ented writers, inspired 
photographers and statis-
tical geniuses.

“I also worked with 
people who didn’t always 
shower, sat under their 
desks to think or were 
afraid to cover a meeting 
or a trial. They didn’t last 
as long as their counter-
parts, but they sure added 
interest to our days and 
weeks.

We knew how to work 
and we knew how to have 
fun … and like many news-
rooms, we were often told 
to “tone it down” or “cut 
the chatter,” by our edi-
tors or general manag-
ers. The truth is, a news-
room should be a place 
where ideas are open to 
discussion, different posi-
tions can be shared and 
respected, and where the 
bottom line is covering the 
news and getting it right.

“And getting it first.
“We had two local 

papers, and the competi-
tion was fierce.

“The Marinette Eagle-
Star eventually merged 
with the Menominee Her-
ald-Leader in 1995, and 
we brought together two 
newsrooms with differ-
ent philosophies in the 
new EagleHerald. It was 
not easy, but it carried 
the excitement of hav-
ing enough people and 
enough pages to really 
cover the news in two 
counties located in two 
states.

“I had gone to the Her-
ald-Leader in 1988 to 
become a reporter—and 
when we merged in 1995, I 
took on coverage in health 
and environmental issues. 
I was always proud of the 
work I did as an investiga-
tive reporter—as I and my 
editor always believed it 
was important to dig deep 
into what was being done 
by elected officials and 
questionable companies 
in our towns.

:That was more diffi-
cult to do prior to the com-
puter age and the even-
tual access to records and 
reports on the Internet.

“That new technology 
was important to our role 
as community historians 
and watchdogs and in tak-
ing a 100-year-plus news-
paper into the 21st cen-
tury.”

Penny Mullins
Retired news editor/digital director

“In June of 1871 a brand new news-
paper came to town. Four months later 
the biggest story of the century took 
place as fires destroyed Peshtigo and 
Chicago. Ulysses S. Grant was president 
and indoor plumbing was decades away.

“I know reporters made more money 
back then than today. Telephones were 
unheard of and social media was the 
town crier. By the time I started at the 
EagleHerald, the paper had indoor 
plumbing, electricity and even comput-
ers. The computers were unreliable but 
a host of technical gurus kept them run-
ning using bailing wire, duct tape and 
spit.

“My beat was the city of Menominee 
and Marinette schools. I loved my beat 
and the people I met along the way. It 
was a homecoming for me after having 
worked in TV news for 23 years. I hated 
my cubicle. I hate cubicles. So instead of 
cluttering my desk with reference mate-
rials, paper, pens and such nonsense, 

I kept important things close at hand; 
my rubber chicken, a deck of cards for 
magic tricks, various toys and gag items 
like whoopee cushions.

“My favorite day was always April 
1. I loved making up stories to fool our 
readers. I should have signed a contract 
to only work on April Fools’ Day. That 
would have been cool.

“In all seriousness, we need a daily 
local paper. Our world is moving too 
fast for anything less. Our elected rep-
resentatives need to be held to account 
and that’s something only a daily can do 
effectively.”

Mike Desotell
Staff  reporter
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Change is the one constant in journalism

It’s hard to believe I have spent 
nearly 40 years in the journalism pro-
fession ... and I’m still 30 years behind 
my mentor, the venerable Larry Ebsch. 
By the way, there’s going to be a heavy 
dose of Ebsch in this section—after all, 
he has been the face of the Marinette 
newspaper, if not all local media, for 
many decades.

Unlike Ebsch, I never worked when 
the old linotype machines were in oper-
ation, but at my first newspaper job in 
Havre, Montana, in 1983, I initially used 
an archaic manual typewriter. We got a 
computer system installed the follow-
ing year.

Like Ebsch and some others, I worked 
at both the Menominee Herald-Leader 
and the Marinette Eagle-Star. My years 
at the H-L were short, but memorable 
(1987-89). I was the sports editor and 
we had a pretty fierce rivalry with the 
Eagle-Star newsroom in both news and 
sports. I believe it made both newspa-
pers better.

After a couple of years at other pub-
lications, Ebsch hired me as a Mari-
nette city reporter when I met him at 
the office on Labor Day weekend 1991. 
Never mind that I had minimal news 
writing experience as my first eight 
years in the profession were in sports. 
Truth be told, I would have loved the 
sports job here, but the legendary Jody 
Korch was entrenched as the leader of 
the sports team. My wife and I and our 
young son had just moved back to the 
area. I needed a job. The rest is history.

Like Ebsch writes in his accompany-
ing column, I too have seen plenty of 
change at the paper. I was here when 
we merged with the Herald-Leader 
in 1995, when we became a morning 
paper in 2005 and when Adams Pub-
lishing Group purchased our business 
two years ago.

In my early years at the publication 
we dummied our pages with a pencil 
and ruler on a dummy sheet. We sent 
our copy and photos to a couple of 
“paste-up” guys in back (Bucky Schick 
and Joe Paitl—sadly both are gone) and 
they cut, waxed and placed it on a page 
before it was sent to the pre-press area.

From there it was off the press where 
Roger Zink, Tim Paulson, John Paitl and 
others took control.

Now, we put our photos, copy and 
ads directly on pages in a sophisticated 
computer program. We make the pages 
into PDFs and send them to printers in 
Janesville, Wisconsin. Workers there 
make the plates, which go on a press to 
produce the finished product.

The presses at the EageHerald now 
sit idle and are nothing more than 
gigantic metal conversation pieces.

There are so many other aspects of 
the job that have transformed in the 
past 20 to 30 years. I remember when 
we had a computer at a corner desk that 
was used for our ONE email account. I 
recall getting AP photos on a machine 
that spit out photos continuously 
throughout the day. And I remember 
frantically scribbling notes as I inter-
viewed a state politician, city alderper-
son or local business owner.

Now, of course, everyone has their own 
email accounts, AP photos (and stories) can 
be easily obtained on a website and inter-
views are so much easier thanks to record-
ing devices and a smart phone.

Ah, the smart phone. It also allows 
reporters to take decent photos, jot 
down a note or look up just about any-
thing via Google. The smart phone has 
definitely made it easier for today’s 
journalists.

Looking back at yester year, I was 
in the newsroom for some of the big-
gest stories in the past three decades. 
A bunch of us crowded around a small 
television set perched on top of a file 
cabinet to hear Judge Lance Ito pro-
nounce O.J. Simpson “not guilty.” I was 
putting together page 1 when we lit-
erally had to “stop the press” because 
a bulletin came over the wire about a 
bombing at the Olympics in Atlanta 
(Richard Jewell was accused of the 
act.). And the men and women in our 
newsroom were in stunned disbelief 
that fateful day of Sept. 11, 2001, when 
the unthinkable was happening to our 
great country.

There were so many memorable local 
moments in the past three decades. 
Eagle-Star photographer Kurt Rozek 
and I went with Marinette Police Chief 
Pat Ravet and Sheriff Jim Kanikula on 
a large drug bust that encompassed 
Marinette, Menominee and Peshtigo 
and resulted in scores of charges. I cov-
ered the Porterfield Country Music Fes-
tival for many years and some high-
lights there were conducting an inter-
view (along with local radio morning 
man Kit Donaldson) with the legendary 
Lorretta Lynn on her tour bus and cov-
ering Miranda Lambert’s show shortly 
after she won the first of her many pres-
tigious awards in the country music 
industry.

High-powered political leaders—
including governors and U.S. senators—
have visited our area. The continued suc-
cess of Fincantieri Marinette Marine 
brought then Vice President Mike Pence 
and President Donald Trump to the ship-
yard in recent times. All have been high-
lights.

How we gather the news and how 
we put together a paper have changed 
through the years. But the one constant 
is the amazing men and women who 
have worked tirelessly to produce qual-
ity local journalism. Two of the best—
news editor/presentation wizard Rob 
Becker and sports writer Tom Kaeser—
are no longer with us.

I have to admit, that goal of produc-
ing quality local journalism is a lot more 
difficult to achieve in these times with 
smaller news staffs and competition 
from unreliable “sources” such as Face-
book. I put quotes around that because 
it astounds me how many people rely 
on social media for their source of news. 
I read the discussion pages only for the 
laughs they provide.

We are proud to say Marinette news-
papers have been providing local news 
for 150 years. I’m not sure what techni-
cal changes will impact our industry in 
the next decade and beyond, but you can 
bet whoever is gathering and reporting 
the news will continue to work in a pro-
fessional and dedicated manner. 

Luther B. Noyes and his 15-year-old 
son, Frank, never imagined that a news-
paper they initiated during the Civil War 
Era would be observing a milestone 150 
years later, making it the longest stretch 
of public service for a business in our 
community. The father and son combi-
nation would swell with pride if they 
were to experience this remarkable 
achievement on June 24, 2021.

The EagleHerald, a combination of 
two newspapers, one from Menomi-
nee, and the other from Marinette, cele-
brated its sesquicentennial on that date. 
The 12-page special section, devoted to 
historic accomplishment, chronicles 
some of the major events in the publi-
cation covering those 150 years.

The “Eagle” portion of today’s 
EagleHerald began on June 24, 1871, 
when Luther Noyes and his son intro-
duced Vol. 1 No. 1 of the Marinette and 
Peshtigo Eagle. The “Herald” portion of 
the EagleHerald was the first newspa-
per published on the Menominee River. 
It was ushered in by Judge Eleazer 
Ingals on Sept. 10, 1863. A litany of 
weekly, bi-weekly and daily newspapers 
have been published in Marinette and 
Menominee counties over the years, but 
competition was hard-handed and most 
of them were acquired by the Eagle or 
Herald. The Eagle-Star acquired the 
Herald-Leader on July 17, 1982.

I spent 70 of my 90 years in the news-
paper trade—three years as a newsboy; 
two years as an unpaid correspondent 
covering a 12-team fastpitch softball 
league, a 10-team industrial basketball 
circuit, and the semi-pro M&M Hornets 
of the Wisconsin State Football League; 
40 years as a reporter and editor; and 
25 years as a part-time columnist and 
editorial writer. The latter 25 years was 
in retirement. I have ink stains in my 
blood veins.

The changes in the newspaper pro-
fession over the seven-decade span 
were mind-boggling. Even the shift 
from the days of the door-to-door news-
boy to the current method of delivery 
have been dizzying. From newsboys to 
girls delivering newspapers. from car-
riers walking or riding their bikes on 
their routes to adults delivering papers 
on foot or motor vehicle. Routes were 
consolidated into larger ones to make 
it more profitable for the carriers. From 
the traditional Friday or Saturday col-
lections and the punching of the cus-
tomer’s card to monthly and annual 
collections and now payments by elec-
tronic devices.

I remember when the Herald-Leader 
was 20 cents per week. A subscriber 
would leave a quarter in a dish on the 
kitchen table or under a porch floor mat 
with a note telling you to punch the 
card and keep the change. Those nick-
els added up if you had a 40-50-60 cus-
tomer route.

The unpaid sports assignments were 
like a badge of honor. An opportunity 
to cover a sports event, chart statistics 
and then race home to write a sum-
mary with a notebook and pencil. When 
finished, you would hop on your bike 
and deliver the information to a drop-
off box by the newsroom. No calcula-
tors to figure out batting averages, scor-
ing averages or football yardage. That’s 
where fundamental mathematics came 
in handy. No smartphones to check out 
records or the spelling of names. You 
thumbed through an encyclopedia or 

telephone directory for the answers.
I entered the newspaper business on 

a full-time basis in May 1955 and retired 
in December 1995—a 40-year run. Den-
nis Colling, our publisher and gen-
eral manager at the time of my retire-
ment, persuaded me to write an occa-
sional column on local history. Well, 
the “occasional column” turned into a 
weekly column spread over 25 years of 
retirement and more than 1,150 articles 
on local history.

A voluminous number of changes 
occurred during my time as a journal-
ist. The changes touched just about 
every phase of the newspaper trade, 
from hand-written copy to type-written 
copy, from delivering the paper by foot 
or bicycle to delivering it by car, truck 
and now via mail and computer.

Reporters walked or drove cars on 
their news beats and used notebooks 
and pencils to gather information. 
Now it’s tape recorders, e-mails, fax 
machines or cellphones.

A proofreader checked the type-
set material and used the conven-
tional system of proofreader’s marks. 
They checked proofs against original 
copy and layouts. The proofs were then 
returned to the composing room for 
corrections.

There were marks for every word in 
the copy: delete or take out, let is stand, 
spell out, transpose, paragraph, set in 
italic or boldface, set in lower case or 
upper case and so on. The proofreader 
was an invaluable member of the news 
department. Now editors or designated 
reporters perform proofreading duties 
on their computers.

The linotype machine cast type from 
brass matrices fed from machines actu-
ated by a keyboard operated manu-
ally. As each line of type was cast, the 
machine automatically returned the 
matrices. Many of the linotype opera-
tors, press operators and other printers 
in the profession were well-trained at 
Menominee and Marinette high schools 
that were both well-equipped for the 
training. Many large newspapers and 
job printing companies in metropoli-
tan cities came here to recruit workers.

The Associated Press leased wire ser-
vice provides state, national and world 
news. The same AP service provides 
the news to the EagleHerald. the ser-
vice originated at the Milwaukee and 
Detroit offices of the AP.

Gazette Printing Company of Janes-
ville, Wisconsin, which acquired the 
Eagle-Star in 1980, installed the first 
computer system a short time later.

Like scores of area business oper-
ators, change has played a prominate 
role in their length of service and suc-
cess. New technology has no limits.

The sesquicentennial celebration 
of the EagleHerald is a tribute to the 
thousands of men and women who 
have contributed to this monumen-
tal achievement during its 150 years of 
service, and the thousands of subscrib-
ers and advertisers who supported the 
newspaper. Luther B. Noyes and his son 
would be proud.

DAN
KITKOWSKI

EAGLEHERALD EDITOR

New higher education opportunities 
for Marinette/Menominee Region
Through the Marinette Area Higher Education Coalition

 Seamlessly transfer an NWTC associate degree 
into a UW-Green Bay bachelor’s degree program

 Participate in student clubs and 
events on both campuses

 Shared library resources and staff

 And more!

• Electro Mechanical
• Human Services 
• Nursing

• Business Management 
• Health Information 
 Technology

Visit nwtc.edu/Coalition or uwgb.edu/Coalition for more information.

Eagle-Star/EagleHerald 
has had many upgrades in 

the last 30 years 

LARRY EBSCH
RETIRED EDITOR

Newspaper founders 
would be in awe of 

advances in technology
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GENERAL MANAGER, Todd Colling

Loc
al

“W
e hear th

ese re
ports

 

every m
onth th

at w
e need 

to do something mental 

health
-wise

 fo
r o

ur k
ids,” 

Wesolowski sa
id, “W

hat are 

we doing for th
e kids? W

hat 

is b
eing done? In

 my opin-

ion, w
ith

 all t
hese co

mmit-

tees w
e have, th

ere needs to
 

be so
mething fo

r th
is. 

We 

can talk all d
ay long about 

it, 
but u

nless w
e put so

me 

actio
n behind the words, a

ll 

we’re
 doing is t

alking.”

Blesch Intermediate 

School’s 
prin

cipal, 
Scott 

Martin
, sa

id curre
ntly th

e 

schools a
re dedicatin

g 15
 

minutes every day to socia
l 

and emotional le
arning in

 

every cla
ssr

oom. “W
e’re

 try
-

ing to im
bed th

e SEL sta
n-

dards in
to th

e curric
ulum, 

so we’re
 sti

ll g
oing to keep 

the 15 minutes but we’re 

also
 going to im

bed it s
o it’s

 

something that’s 
brought 

up and talked about 

throughout th
e day. I

 agree, 

we have to contin
ue to push 

forward with
 th

at, b
ut w

e 

also
 have to co

nsid
er m

en-

tal h
ealth

 su
pport f

or th
e 

sta
ff. T

here’s
 a lot of st

rug-

gle going on with
 our st

aff 

and people who work at 

Menominee. The kids brin
g 

their h
eart-b

reaking sto
ries 

every sin
gle day, a

nd we’re
 

not li
censed co

unselors b
y 

any means. I
 think we need 

to keep working with
 stu

-

dents, 
but to keep work-

ing with
 stu

dents w
e have 

to make su
re our adults 

are 

health
y, t

oo,” h
e said.

“ I  
100% 

agree ,” 

Wesolowski 
said, 

“th
e 

teachers d
o get th

e brunt of 

it, s
o how do we keep them 

health
y so

 we ca
n keep our 

kids health
y, because we 

do need to
 do so

mething. 

So ca
n we form

 a co
mmit-

tee so
 we ca

n sta
rt t

o work 

with
 mental health

?”

“M
y two cents 

is 
that 

I a
gree, it

’s a
 huge iss

ue. 

When you lo
ok at m

ental 

health
 se

rvices a
cross 

the 

nation, it’
s b

ad,” sa
id Board 

Presid
ent Derek Butle

r. 

“The la
ck of se

rvices a
nd 

number of professio
nals, 

we all k
now there’s

 room to 

improve. I 
would sa

y let’s 

look to our lo
cal health

care 

partn
ers 

and potentia
lly 

ask them what services 

are available. Maybe the 

opportu
nity is 

to pool a
ll 

of th
ose to

gether. I
 don’t 

know what w
ill 

be offered 

or w
hat c

ould be offered, 

but at le
ast t

hat w
ould be a 

sta
rtin

g point, a
nd if 

there 

is a
 menu of se

rvice
s, t

hat’s 

when that co
mmitte

e could 

be form
ed.

Martin
 also

 sa
id a diffi

-

culty th
e sch

ools h
ave had 

in gettin
g th

e kind of m
en-

tal health
 help their stu

-

dents 
need has been the 

sta
te lin

e. “W
e’ve explored 

some of th
ese things in

 the 

past; 
Green Bay’s W

illo
w 

Creek is 
a great fa

cilit
y to

 

do some intakes for kids 

who are having a rough 

tim
e, but a lot of ti

mes w
e 

can’t get our stu
dents 

in 

there because of th
e sta

te 

line, and then you facto
r in

 

insurances a
nd it’s

 almost 

impossib
le to

 get st
udents 

help,” h
e said.

“But w
e co

uld explore it 

at le
ast,”

 Butler sa
id, “s

o we 

at le
ast k

now what’s 
being 

offered here, and so the 

local providers 
know the 

need.”

Martin
 sa

id th
at a lot of 

other sc
hools a

nd co
mmu-

nitie
s a

re st
rugglin

g with
 

this s
ame iss

ue rig
ht n

ow. 

There are people who th
e 

stu
dents c

an go to, in
clu

d-

ing cla
ssr

oom teachers a
nd 

the build
ing prin

cipals. 

Martin
 sa

id th
at o

ut o
f a

 

seven-hour d
ay, h

e usually 

spends a
bout fi

ve ta
lking 

to stu
dents. 

“The kids’ p
ri-

oriti
es are more im

port-

ant th
an m

e fillin
g out a

 

report o
r se

nding an email. 

You know, ta
ke ca

re of th
e 

kids first 
and then sta

y after 

work and do th
e re

st,”
 he 

said.
“W

e try
, but we’re not 

mental h
ealth

 providers,”
 

Ahrndt sa
id.

“There’s 
very lim

ite
d 

resources and they’re 

spread very thin, but th
ey’re 

try
ing, and kudos to

 th
em 

for tr
ying,” M

artin
 said.

Since this w
as a Commit-

tee of th
e W

hole m
eetin

g, 

no form
al actio

n was ta
ken 

Monday to form
 a dedi-

cated m
ental h

ealth
 com-

mitte
e, however th

e rest o
f 

the board did express i
nter-

est i
n explorin

g th
e possi-

bilit
y.

MAP
S:

infra
stru

cture to bette
r 

facilit
ate in

dustr
y capital 

expansio
n projects s

uch as 

the work curre
ntly under-

way at Fincantieri 
Mari-

nette Marin
e’s 

(FMM).

“W
e (M

arin
ette) go after 

every grant th
at w

e can,” 

Mille
r sa

id. “W
hen we get 

those grants i
t sa

ves m
oney 

to be used somewhere else. 

And th
at o

nly benefits t
he 

city
 … these grants a

re huge 

things: 
Menekaunee har-

bor w
as g

rant a
fter g

rant, 

and the cleanup of the 

(M
enominee) River was 

grant m
oney. W

e go after 

whatever w
e possib

ly can.”

Throughout th
e presen-

tatio
ns, 

Pitel highlighted 

vario
us in

dica
tors t

hat help 

inform
 audito

rs 
and city 

officials a
bout th

e m
unic-

ipality
’s fin

ancial health
. 

And lik
e a so

lid pulse and 

ste
ady vita

ls, 
those sig

ns 

provide a cle
an bill, 

finan-

cia
lly,

 for th
e cit

y.

GENERAL FUND

Aligning with
 a prelim

-

inary audit r
eport m

ade in 

April,
 and sta

tements 
to 

the same by Mille
r, Pitel 

affirm
ed to

 council m
em-

bers 
that th

e city finish
ed 

with
 a positi

ve net ch
ange 

to the general fund bal-

ance by $314,000, brin
ging 

the total end-of-year (2
020) 

balance to
 approximately 

$7.1 
millio

n. A
 positi

ve net 

change in general funds 

renders o
nly one facto

r th
at 

helps b
olste

r a
 municip

ali-

ty’s ra
tin

g when it c
omes to

 

borro
wing. S

imilar to
 th

e 

net in
come of a

 busin
ess, 

that $314,000 represents 

funds le
fto

ver and available 

for re
allocation on projects 

or o
peratio

ns fo
r th

e next 

year.
“It 

helps w
ith

 (th
e cit

y’s) 

bond ra
tin

g so
 th

at w
hen 

we go to borro
w money we 

get bette
r interest 

rates,” 

Mille
r sa

id.

As a measurement of th
e 

city
’s fi

nancia
l fo

otin
g, Pitel 

also
 pointed out th

at $
6.3 

millio
n of th

e general fu
nd 

represented unassigned 

balance, w
hich

 is 
approxi-

mately 53% of th
e cit

y’s g
en-

eral fu
nd expenditu

res fo
r 

the year.

Over a year, 
between 

perio
ds of tax collectio

n 

and re
ception of st

ate aid, 

municipaliti
es c

an experi-

ence lulls i
n revenues. H

ow-

ever, 
through the main-

tenance of a
 st

rong fu
nd 

balance, a cit
y ca

n su
sta

in 

those lu
lls 

with
out in

cur-

rin
g additio

nal debt.

“Financia
lly,

 (M
arin

ette) 

does h
ave a very good fund 

balance,” M
ille

r sa
id. “A

nd 

that has allo
wed us to 

(avoid) b
orro

wing m
oney 

in the low tim
es (o

f ci
ty cash 

flo
w). We get tax money 

in M
arch

 and …. w
e don’t 

get st
ate aid until 

the end 

of N
ovember. S

o th
ere are 

months in
 between where it 

is g
ood to have that m

oney 

(general fu
nds) i

n the bank 

so you are not b
orro

wing 

money to make payments.”

A city
’s 

general fund 

typically provides f
or t

he 

majority
 of o

peratin
g se

r-

vice
s w

ith
in the cit

y such as 

police
, fire, general govern-

ment (c
ity co

uncil,
 cle

rks), 

parks, r
ecre

ation and co
m-

munity development.

Durin
g his 

presenta-

tion, Pitel su
mmarize

d th
e 

fact th
at u

nassig
ned gen-

eral fu
nds equatin

g to 53% 

of general fund expendi-

tures, indicates the city’s 

solid bond ratin
g and over-

all c
reditw

orth
iness.

“20-30% fro
m a bond 

ratin
g sta

ndpoint is
 consid

-

ered st
rong and anything 

above 30% is 
consid

ered 

extre
mely str

ong,” h
e said.

AUDIT LOOKED AT 

MANY FACTORS

Mille
r also

 added that 

the factors/
indica

tors t
hat 

influence a cit
y’s b

ond ra
t-

ing depend on m
ore th

an 

just the fund balance. 

However, t
he rig

orous a
nd 

metic
ulous audit 

raked 

over th
ose fa

ctors a
s w

ell, 

delin
eatin

g th
e city’s v

ar-

ious fin
ancial sta

tements 

that in
cluded m

any fu
nds 

and other fi
nancial in

ter-

actio
ns s

uch as r
evolving 

loans, c
apital p

rojects, 
tax 

increment fin
ancing dis-

tric
ts, 

debt s
ervice fu

nds, 

the Community REC Cen-

ter fund and the Harbor 

Assis
tance Program (H

AP) 

Fund. The HAP ste
ms fr

om 

an approxim
ate $30 mil-

lion Harbor Assis
t Grant 

for w
hich

 Marin
ette Marin

e 

Corporatio
n se

rves a
s th

e 

beneficiary. 
The H

AP was 

awarded to
 help co

ver th
e 

cost 
for c

urre
nt u

pgrades 

and additio
ns u

nder c
on-

str
uctio

n at the shipyard 

to accommodate future 

growth in
 fa

cilit
ies, w

ork-

force and shipbuild
ing 

capacity
.

Other audit indicators 

looked at cash flo
w and 

income sta
tements a

nd the 

city
’s d

ebt se
rvice

 as a
 per-

cent of it
s operatin

g expen-

ditu
res. A

cco
rding to Pitel, 

in 2020 th
e cit

y’s d
ebt se

r-

vice
 sto

od at 12
% of operat-

ing expenditu
res

“Anything under 2
0% is 

consid
ered a pretty desir-

able rate,” h
e said.

Mille
r expanded on 

other fa
cto

rs t
hat in

form
ed 

auditors a
s th

ey generated 

a 2020 audit r
eport f

or th
e 

city.
 They evaluated the 

city’s d
ebt st

ructure, cash 

flow, a
rea unemployment 

rates, a
nd busin

ess 
activ-

ity in the area. In Mari-

nette’s c
ase, th

at co
mplete 

evaluatio
n assis

ts t
he city 

in acquirin
g its

 A-1 b
ond 

ratin
g. Stated sim

ply, 
an 

A-1 r
atin

g reflects t
he cit

y’s 

cre
dit r

isk
 analysis 

and its
 

capacity to
 re

pay vario
us 

financia
l obligations. W

hile 

not th
e highest r

atin
g, A

-1 

is g
ood.

However, M
ille

r a
dded 

that due to the cit
y’s r

ecent 

growth in activ
ity related to 

expansio
ns at th

e sh
ipyard, 

that r
atin

g m
ay re

ceive a 

bump up next year.

FIN
AN

CE
:

“
“W

e go for every
 grant that we can. When 

we g
et t

hose g
rants i

t sa
ves m

oney to be u
sed

 

somewhere
 els

e.”

Jackie Miller

Marinette finance director and City Treasurer

“
“W

e tr
y, but w

e’re
 not m

ental h
ealth provid-

ers
.”

Randi Ahrndt

Principal of Central Elementary School

By JULIE RIDDLE

The Alpena News

ALPENA, M
ich

.—At age 

16, Emily Weiss
 left 

her 

home.

Family issu
es made it 

too hard for h
er to

 sta
y, s

o 

she moved in
 with

 her si
s-

ter, 2
4 years h

er se
nior.

Like Weiss,
 now 19, hun-

dreds of ch
ildren and teens 

in North
east M

ich
igan liv

e 

in other people’s homes, 

shelters, 
or places not fit fo

r 

human habitation, acco
rd-

ing to The Alpena News.

While homeless 
fami-

lies co
ntend with

 financia
l 

hardships and a shorta
ge of 

affordable housin
g, sc

ores 

of lo
cal h

ousin
g advocates 

are poised to provide co
un-

selin
g, connectio

ns, 
and 

encouragement to help 

young people in North
-

east M
ich

igan get back into 

homes—
if o

nly th
ose fam-

ilie
s know such services 

exist,
 advocates sa

y.

Meanwhile, W
eiss 

wor-

rie
s a

bout a
 co

uch-su
rfing 

frie
nd who doesn’t h

ave a 

sta
ble place to sta

y.

“It’
s n

ot li
ke I 

can sa
y, 

‘Hey, 
come over to my 

house,‘” W
eiss 

said. “It
’s n

ot 

my house.”

Homeless kids don’t 

always look homeless, 

according to Vicki Dens-

taedt, 
Alpena McKinney 

Vento Consortiu
m home-

less l
iaiso

n and grant co
or-

dinator, w
ho co

nnects s
tu-

dents 
in Alpena, Alcona, 

Atla
nta, 

and Hillm
an 

schools 
to homeless 

ser-

vice
s.

Inste
ad of li

terally liv
-

ing on th
e st

reets, 
home-

less 
familie

s in
 North

east 

Michigan may sta
y with

 

other fa
milie

s, c
rowd into a 

hotel ro
om, or liv

e in camp-

ers, 
Densta

edt sa
id.

Curre
ntly,

 266 North
east 

Michigan child
ren, fro

m 

newborns through high 

school se
niors, 

qualify
 fo

r 

homeless 
services—

proba-

bly an underco
unt in

 a rural 

area where the lack of ano-

nymity disc
ourages fam-

ilie
s f

rom admitti
ng th

ey 

need help, D
ensta

edt sa
id.

Help available for 

young homeless

www.hansenonionmartell.com

Servin
g the 

Area Since

1927

Funeral Home, In
c.

As a good 

neighbor to the 

community, we 

honor the funeral 

and cremation  

preferences of our 

clients in
 the belief 

that unparalleled 

service, provided 

by trusted friends, 

is th
e most 

important value we 

o� er to families in 

need.

610 Marinette Ave • Marinette, WI

phone • 715-735-3737

fax • 715-735-3867

If you would like to adopt ANY OF THESE ANIMALS or any other animal, stop by or call the Menominee Animal Shelter, Inc. at N184 Haggerson 

Court, Menominee, MI (906) 864-PAWS (7297). Or visit us on the Web: mashelter.org or www.petango.com for a complete listing 

with photos. E-mail: animals@mashelter.com. Hours: Tu
esday-Friday~Noon-6pm, Saturday~Noon-5pm

These Pets of 

the Week are 

sponsored by:

I’m Momma! I’m a sweet girl 

who enjoys attention. I’m also 

independent and like doing my 

own thing a lot of the tim
e. I h

ave 

lived with other cats and done 

well with them.

I’m FunFetti! 
I’m finding it 

quite hard to adjust to the 

shelter environment and can 

be quite grumpy still. 
I’ve been 

working on my socialization. I 

do well w
ith other cats. I w

ould 

definitely do best in a quieter 

home without young children.

HAVELKA CONSTRUCTION

Remember, there is n
o fee to drop off or surrender animals, b

ut donations are welcome!

PETS OF THE WEEK

ALL ANIMALS ARE MICRO-CHIPPED

I’m Max! 
I’m immensely 

energetic I lo
ve getting exercise! 

It w
ould be good for me to have 

a consistent routine. I h
ave lived 

with a cat and like to play with 

them.

WE’RE  

OPEN!

The Shelter is resuming 

our regular hours  

Tuesday - Friday  

12 pm - 6 pm 

Saturday  

12 pm - 5 pm 

Visit m
ashelter.org
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Courtesy of  the Anuta Research 
Center

1948
Earl “Jug” Girard, 1944 
Marinette grad, begins in 
the NFL as a Packer.

EagleHerald/Wes Beyer

1850
Menominee Opera House burns down, it was 
constructed in 1902..

Eagle-Star

1942
Kargard brothers move to Marinette and start 
Kargard Boat & Engine Co. It was destroyed 
by a fire in 1972.

2021

1871

1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1990

2000

2010

EagleHerald/Wes Beyer

1871
The Peshtigo Fire ravaged the town in 1871. Coincidently, the 
founding of  the paper was in the same year.

1872
City Public Library given 
to Menominee by Augustus 
Spies.

1883
Menominee receives its first 
city charter.

1887
Marinette becomes a city.

1893
Charles McLeod, the first 
permanent settler of  
Menominee, dies.

1907
The property known as Henes Park was 
donated by John Henes.

Courtesy of  the Anuta Research Center

1907
First M&M Game, beginning the United States’ longest running high school rivalry.

1917
Luther Home is built.

1920
American Legion Post 39 established in 
Marinette.

1928
Little River Country Club established as a 
9-hole course.

1935
UW-Marinette starts in a single room at the 
former Marinette High School on Main Street.

1936
Garfield Elementary School is built.

Courtesy of  the Anuta 
Research Center

1969
Mystery Ship 
is raised. Here 
it is docked at 
the Mystery 
Ship Marina, 
Menominee.

1895
Blesch Intermediate School 
is built as Menominee’s first 
public high school.

1970
Ann Arbor 
Railroad Co. 
ends its car 
ferry services 
in Menominee

1963
Wash ington 
E l e m e n t a r y 
School is built.

1982
F i r s t 
Wa t e r f r o n t 
Festival was held.

1995
Menominee Herald-Leader 
merges with the Marinette 
Eagle-Star.

2006
LCS-1 USS-Freedom launched at Marinette 
Marine

1967
Theatre on 
the Bay is 
established by 
Herb Williams.

2010
Marinette High School shooter

2018
Small Business Revolution

2019
2019 - Community REC Center finished

2020
Brian Helfert trial

Compiled by Wes Beyer, Staff Writer; and designed by Melissa Kowalczyk, News Manager
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Newspapers in Education program inspires reading

By MELISSA KOWALCZYK

EagleHerald News Manager
mkowalczyk@eagleherald.com

The Newspapers in Education 
(NIE) program has been around 
only a fraction of the time the 
EagleHerald and its previous 
newspapers have been here, but 
it has made a huge impact in the 
community.

The NIE program isn’t it’s own 
entity or owned by one organiza-
tion, so each newspaper incorpo-
rates different events and activi-
ties into its program. This makes 
each program unique for its read-
ership, all accompanied by pro-
viding newspapers to the class-
rooms where they are requested. 
The EagleHerald has been a part 
of the NIE program since about 
1990, which is about the same 
time many newspapers around 
the United States incorporated 
NIE.

“NIE is Newspapers in Edu-
cation and we partner with 
local schools to provide newspa-
pers to get students interested 
in the reading habit, and being 
informed in the community with 
our paper. And to learn all the 
different things that, not only 
what the paper has to offer, but 
again to be informed students 
in our community. And we hope 
that their reading habits will 
continue into their adult lives,” 
EagleHerald General Manager 
Todd Colling said.

At its core, NIE is a program 
that allows the EagleHerald 
to provide newspapers to stu-
dents from first grade through 
high school. The EagleHerald 
provides newspapers through-
out Marinette and Menominee 
counties and even some schools 
in Oconto County.

Leroy Wood, EagleHerald 
circulation manager, said, “We 
(deliver on) average about 600 
(newspapers) a day (during the 
school year). We cover Marinette, 
Menominee, Peshtigo, Oconto, 
Lena, Crivitz, Coleman, Wausau-
kee, Stephenson, Carney-Nadeau 
and North Central. We pretty 
much cover our whole distribu-
tion area.”

Wayne Jessell, former Eagle-
Herald circulation manager, got 
the program up and running by 
hiring Jean Boren. Gladys Krei 
and Marilyn Packmayer were also 
NIE coordinators at the EagleHe-
rald, with Packmayer being the 
most recent person to hold that 
position. With each coordinator, 
the program has evolved with the 
times and staffing, while keeping 
the core standard to make sure 
students in our area have access 
to newspapers.

“I just have always personally 
loved the newspaper,” Packmayer 
said. “My dad was an avid news-
paper, magazine and book reader 
and he encouraged us children in 
the household also to do that. We 
always got a morning paper, we 
always got an evening paper and 
we loved it. I grew up in Iron-
wood, Michigan, so we had the 
Daily Globe up there, which was 
associated at that time with the 
EagleHerald, so I just always, 
always appreciated the value of 
having access to a newspaper.”

Packmayer was the NIE Coor-
dinator for eight years, begin-
ning in 2005. She had retired 
from Menominee High School in 
2004 after teaching for 25 years. 
Being a former teacher, Pack-
mayer, welcomed the opportu-
nity to go into the classroom to 
talk about the newspaper and its 
worth with the students.

Packmayer said, “A big part of 
my job was going into the class-
room and seeing the educational 
aspect of it, but it was also deal-
ing with the business world and 
trying to solicit sponsorship. I 

learned a lot about the business 
world and I am so grateful for the 
sponsors I was able to bring on 
board to back up the Newspapers 
in Education program. Most of 
them I still see listed in the news-
paper, and that is gratifying to 
me because that made me realize 
that they came on board because 
they really wanted to and didn’t 
feel pressure, and that they still 
see the value in it.”

The EagleHerald provides half 
of the cost to keep NIE running. 
The rest of the program relies on 
donations from EagleHerald sub-
scribers and advertisers.

“We can’t do it alone,” Colling 
said. “Certainly we need our sub-
scribers and advertisers to help 
us support the program. It’s a 
very expensive program, but it’s 
one we’re committed to. We do 
not see NIE going away any time 
in the future. It is a program that 
is here to stay for years to come.”

To the EagleHerald and those 
who continue to donate, the ben-
efits clearly outweigh the cost 
involved with the program.

“It’s hard for people to wrap 
their head around,” Packmayer 

explained. “Why would you give it 
out? Well, you have to give some-
thing to get something. And, if 
you can get these young people 
on board with reading anything, 
how much more beneficial can 
that investment be?”

Going into the classroom is 
one part of the NIE program 
that showed the benefit of the 
program. Tom Maxwell Sr., along 
with many other businessmen 
and women from the area, vis-
ited some of the classrooms that 
received the paper.

“It’s (NIE) extremely import-
ant because there is so much 
information provided by social 
media, and there is no substi-
tute for reading,” said Tom Max-
well Sr. of Farmers & Merchants 
Bandk & Trust (FMMT). “I think 
newspapers do a really great job 
of covering the news accurately.” 
FMMT is one of the NIE pro-
gram’s biggest annual individual 
donors.

The NIE program is also one 
of the ways the EagleHerald can 
reach out to the community. From 
teachers and students, advertis-
ers and donors and to parents, 

the reach expands throughout 
the community and beyond.

“Not only are the teachers 
using our product, but the par-
ents are reinforcing that when 
the students bring their projects 
from the NIE program home. It 
really makes you feel good that 
people are really engaging in that 
paper,” Colling said.

The school visits have 
included time for talk and learn-
ing, as well as time for play. Activ-
ities, whether its looking at the 
Kidscoop activity page or taking 
part in a game to find things in 
the newspaper like a “treasure 
hunt,” the newspapers are used 
in many ways.

“(A visit) was beneficial 
because they really learned a lot 
about the newspaper by having 
to dig into it,” Packmayer said.

Currently, the EagleHerald 
doesn’t have a NIE Coordinator, 
but we continue with the pro-
gram the best way we know how. 
In looking at the past, we also 
think of the future of NIE at the 
EagleHerald.

“It’s for the future of our com-
pany. It’s more of a communi-
ty-minded program than just for 
the EagleHerald,” Colling said. 
“I think it’s a great tool to have 
informed students that can talk 
about area topics. And I think 
we are teaching students, and 
certainly our readers, that we 
are the source for news that you 
can trust. There’s so much infor-
mation out there. And there’s so 
much false information that peo-
ple get from social media, or they 
get from discussion groups and 
Facebook pages that is not accu-
rate and a lot of the younger peo-
ple, and the community in gen-
eral, will take that as truth. And 
we have been a trusted news 
source for 150 years (as of ) June 
24, so I would like to believe that 
its better for the community to 
have informed people, especially 
our students.”

Regardless of time, 
NIE helps bring the 
community together

Special to the EagleHerald
Tom Maxwell Sr. of Farmers and Merchants Bank & Trust visited a 
classroom with Marilyn Packmayer, former Newspapers in Education 
coordinator, in 2010.

A Proud Part of 
Menominee

Lloyd Flanders is proud of being the 
industry leader in manufacturing 

wicker products since 1906.

3010 10th Street | Menominee, MI

A Proud Part of 
Menominee

Lloyd Flanders is proud of being the 
industry leader in manufacturing 

wicker products since 1906.

3010 10th Street | Menominee, MI

Create your own story 
in Marinette County

therealnorth.com

Thank You
 for reporting on our 

communities for 150 years!
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Sports has evolved, but coverage remains constant
By MATT LEHMANN

EagleHerald Sports Editor
mlehmann@eagleherald.com

The cliché says that the more 
things change, the more they stay 
the same and that adage certainly 
applies to sports and how the Eagle-
Herald has covered them over the 
past 150 years.

Local sports have always been at 
the heart of the EagleHerald’s cov-
erage, but the march of time has 
changed several of the teams that the 
paper covers.

Back in 1912, local sports coverage 
amounted to several short articles 
written about now-defunct teams 
like the Menominee White Sox base-
ball club or the East End Badger Foot-
ball club. Even events have changed 
over the decades. No longer do we 
hear about the “Labor Day games” 
between the Paper makers and the 
Timber workers, but such thing was 
a highlight of every September back 
in the earlier 1900s.

These articles were tucked away 
into various corners of the paper, 
as a proper “sports” section did not 
come to exist until a decade later in 
the 1920s.

Certain teams may have come 
and gone, but one constant through-
out the paper’s history has been the 
annual M&M football game. The clas-
sic rivalry between Menominee and 
Marinette has been played for over 
a century and the EagleHerald has 
been there to capture each one.

As the M&M game grew in signif-
icance, so did the EagleHerald’s cov-
erage of it. The earlier years of the 
rivalry feature coverage made up of 
stories but the advent of cameras 
have allowed the EagleHerald to put 
together full-page photo spreads fea-
turing shots of not only the players, 
but the crowds as well. The Twin Cit-
ies treat the M&M game as the big-
gest game of the year, and rightfully 
so, and the EagleHerald follows suit, 
devoting entire front pages to cover-
ing the gridiron battle between our 
local student-athletes.

Pictures, which were not fea-
tured in the early years of the paper, 
have become a key component in 
highlighting area athletes and their 
accomplishments, but getting those 
pictures into the paper wasn’t always 

simple.
In today’s digital age and with the 

invention of high-speed cameras, tak-
ing action shots of a basketball player 
making a layup or a golfer sinking a 
putt is a simple matter of pointing 
the lens at a subject and clicking a 
button.

Gone are the days when a pho-
tographer would need to rush back 
to the office and develop his or her 
film in a dark room, frantically try-
ing to get their pictures done in time 
to go to press. Now, simply plugging 
a camera into a computer allows you 
to upload hundreds of photos at a 
time, saving reporters the worry of a 
choice photo not turning out the way 
they want.

No longer a daily paper, the Eagle-
Herald’s three-day print schedule has 
once again reshaped how the paper 
covers sports.

Just a couple of years ago, a writer 
would need to interview a coach and 
scurry back to the office in order to 
write up the story before a midnight 
deadline. Now, the sports pages are 
a collection of the prior day’s events, 
giving readers a gaggle of new local 
content, but also making it so that 
writers have more time to shape sto-
ries.

Speaking on shape, the “shape” of 
the EagleHerald’s sports section has 
evolved through the decades. Once 
not even its own section, sports grew 
from one page to two before balloon-
ing to four pages in the mid-90s. In 
that time, the “feel” of the sports sec-
tion has taken on the personality of 
its editor. In the Jody Korch years, in 
addition to excellent prep coverage, 
the EagleHerald featured countless 
stories on hunting and fishing on a 
weekly outdoors page. While those 
stories continue to this day, Jody’s 
retirement has led to an ongoing 
evolution of the sports department, 
as Brian Bell and now myself (Matt 
Lehmann) have taken the responsi-
bility of covering local athletics.

So, while Catholic Central is now 
known as Saint Thomas Aquinas 
Academy, and while the M&M Tim-
berjacks may longer be chopping 
down opponents on the football field, 
one thing has and will remain con-
stant.

The EagleHerald is committed to 
giving local athletes the absolute best 
coverage. Then, now and forever.

EagleHerald files
This is an Eagle-Star sports page from the 1970s. The newspaper’s design, along with sport-
ing  events, have evolved through the years, but the goal of providing strong local coverage has 
remained constant.

Don Machalk & Sons 
FENCE CORPORATION

ALL TYPES 
OF FENCING

www.machalkfence.com

906-753-4002
Also  

Available 
Temporary 

construction site 
fence rentals

Congratulations Eagleherald 
on 150 Years of Service 

to our Community!

601 Marinette Ave, Marinette, WI  54143 
715-735-6681 | www.mandmchamber.com 

Leadership · Integrity · Diversity · Innovation · Relevance

715-732-0238
www.westlundbuslines.com

Transporting Since 1977
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Complete Family Dental Care 
New Patients Welcome 

To schedule an appointment, please call 

906-863-8522

1520 10th Street | Menominee, MI 
polzindentistry.com

Polzin 
& 

LaValley 
Family Dentistry 

Dr. Andrea Polzin 
Dr. Samuel LaValley, Jr.

715-735-9787
Service Hours of Operation

Weekdays
6:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Saturdays
9:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sundays
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Marinette Shared Ride Taxi | City, State and Federal Funded

From our former newsroom staff  ...

“What a time for newspapers! So 
many changes in technology—from 
Linotype operators and people framing 
pages of hard type (backwards) to doing 
everything on computers, from photo 
dark rooms to digital systems. From 
stumbling on a story and trying desper-
ately to fi nd a phone to having a phone 
in your pocket that you could record on, 
write, call sources and the offi ce and 
even take pictures at the scene.

“What I am most proud of are the 
people who worked in the newsroom. 
We were an entry-level newspaper and 
I mostly hired women and men right 
out of college or who had limited expe-
rience in community journalism. Many 
of them went on to bigger newspapers 
and did quite well for themselves.

“The best—although they weren’t 
necessarily from here—were passion-
ate about their jobs and had a clear 

understanding of the role of local news-
papers to this community. Whether we 
were localizing a national story (think 
9/11), explaining a major issue in town 
(think hospital merger) or trying to hold 
local offi ce-holders accountable (think 
Freedom of Information Act requests) 
my reporters were willing and able to go 
the extra mile without complaint. They 
weren’t just a team—they were family.

“And it wasn’t just the reporters. For 
many years we had a sports department 
that not only covered but truly cared 
about their student athletes.

“We had photographers who knew 
what news was and unerringly were in 
the right place at the right time without 
endless direction.

“At the Herald-Leader we were 
blessed with a few cartoonists who 
skewered local government officials 
with a few strokes of their pens.

“We also had fun. We participated 
in community events. We could poke 
fun at ourselves. We brought beautiful 
and sometimes heart-wrenching stories 
and pictures to the pages of our local 
newspaper and to the communities we 
served.

“We made mistakes. Some of our 
stories and hires were clinkers. But 
we learned from them and moved on. 
Always keeping the goal of community 
journalism in mind.

“As a newspaper it was our job to 
refl ect the community, to hold people 
accountable no matter who they were, 
to explain and, yes, to advocate.

“Happy 150th birthday EagleHerald.”

Terri Lescelius
Managing editor, general manager and editor at the Eagle-Star, 

Herald-Leader and EagleHerald  •  1975-2012

Believed to be only female to work in that capacity

“Congratulations to the EagleHerald as it marks 150 years of keeping Mari-
nette-Menominee residents informed. I covered city government, education, poli-
tics and legal issues during my 10 years at the paper. I also wrote weekly features 
on food and cooking, and on people and their jobs. In 1971, I was an intern at the 
Eagle-Star and helped with the special centennial issue published that summer. 
Where does the time go?”

Mary Johns
Staff  reporter

“I started my EagleHerald experience before it was 
even the EagleHerald. I spent a few years at the Menomi-
nee Herald-Leader working with Tom Kaeser prior to the 
merger with the Eagle-Star. 

“I enjoyed my days with the paper. We covered the hell 
out of local sports and sports editor Jody Korch was gra-
cious enough to give me a little extra time to cover the 
Green Bay Packers. That led to the highlight of my Eagle-
Herald days, covering the Packers in the 1996-97 Super 
Bowl. The paper sent me to the Big Easy—all expenses 
paid—for nearly a week to detail the Super Bowl experi-
ence. It was quite the gig for a small-town boy who grew 
up in Gwinn, Mich., in a Packers household. 

“Hopefully, I made EagleHerald readers happy with 
my reporting. I got to visit Kiln, Mississippi, Brett Favre’s 
hometown, and the infamous Broke Spoke Bar where 
every local there claimed they knew Favre. I sampled 
real Cajun food for the fi rst time, spent a few memorable 
nights on Bourbon Street—the craziest party scene I’ve 
ever seen. And I chronicled the Packers’ fi rst world cham-
pionship since the Lombardi days, staying up the entire 
night cranking out copy. 

“When I returned to Marinette, I was stunned to see 
my column mug on the bottom of a front-page Packers 
poster the EagleHerald put together for sale. I mean, 
how many times in life do you end up on a poster? I will 
always have great memories of my time in the M&M area. 
Happy 150th EagleHerald.”

Tim Froberg
Sports reporter

 1993-2005

“From the ashes of 
the catastrophic 1871 
Peshtigo Fire arose the 
Marinette Eagle-Star. 
A sesquicentennial 
later, the newspaper 
still serves the commu-
nity, albeit with a dif-
ferent name, the result 
of the 1995 merger of 
the Eagle-Star with 
the Menominee Her-
ald-Leader. 

“My goal as a media 
member was to focus 
on the readers and tune 

everything else out. 
Watching a last-place 
runner cross the fi nish 
line feeling an enor-
mous sense of pride 
and personal achieve-
ment meant as much 
to me as a team qual-
ifying for state. Noth-
ing could beat writ-
ing an article about a 
study of the causes of 
fawn mortality. 

“On a February 
morning in a marsh 
east of Stephenson, I 
held three newly born 
bear cubs while stand-
ing over their tranquil-
ized mother. I never 
forgot that a newspa-
per should strive to 
represent the pulse of 
the community rather 
than serve as its know-
it-all megaphone. The 
year the Eagle-Star was 
born, the first Major 
League baseball game 
was played, Ulysses 
Grant was our presi-
dent, America consisted 
of 37 states, and Mari-
nette, Menominee and 
Peshtigo were vibrant 
towns (still are). 

“May the Eagle-
Herald be around to 
cover this wonderful 
community in the year 
2171.”

Jody Korch
Sports editor • 1984-2018

“Former Herald-Leader Publisher Tom Torinus hired 
me more than 40 years ago as a novice reporter, and then 
proceeded to teach me how essential a local newspaper is 
to its community. I learned from some of the best young 
journalists we had on staff about how vital a role the 
newspaper played in maintaining a healthy community.

“The EagleHerald’s sesquicentennial is a marvel in the 
age of Internet bloggers. In the past 20 years, almost 30 
percent of daily newspapers in the United States have 
closed, leaving thousands of communities without news 
coverage.

“Newspapers are the watchdogs of city, township and 
county governments and their agencies; they document 
hundreds of events at schools, hospitals, small busi-
nesses, and industries. Editors at the Washington Post 
are credited with saying newspapers are “the fi rst rough 
draft of history.” We used to refer to each edition as the 
‘Daily Miracle.’

“The people of Marinette and Menominee are fortu-
nate to have had a daily miracle for 150 years. It’s a tes-
tament to the editorial, advertising, circulation, produc-
tion, and accounting departments who have worked, 
who are still working, to make the EagleHerald a neces-
sary part of your lives.”

Lee Lupo
News editor • 1980-82, 1986-89 (Herald-Leader)

“I enjoyed the opportunity to work for our local news-
paper. During my time at the paper, I was able to hone 
my skills not only as a writer, but as a reporter. My role 
allowed me to be on the sidelines of various local events 
and gave me the venue to share those events with those 
unable to be there. Newsroom staff were great to work 
with, like an extended family, that I miss still today.

“Reporting events at local community meetings was 
just a small part of what my job entailed. Working at 
the EagleHerald, we were given wide latitude to fi nd and 
write local stories about things that sparked our own 
interests along with various assignments that came our 
way.

 “Happy Sesquicentennial Birthday, EagleHerald and 
may you be around for another 150 years!”

Becky DeWitt
Staff  writer • approx. 2017-20

“I was hired by the 
EagleHerald almost 
straight out of college and 
I quickly went from being 
a news assistant to being a 
staff writer.

“Even though my time 
with (the EagleHerald 
staff ) was brief, they taught 
me so much about being 
part of the community, 
looking after our neigh-
bors, and having fun even 
when times are diffi cult. 
Some of my fondest mem-
ories are from the days we 
spent laughing at ridicu-
lous news stories and long 
nights spent waiting for 
election results.

“Because of the wonder-
ful people I worked with, 
especially Penny Mull-
ins, a woman I consider 
one of my mentors, I fos-
tered a passion for local 
news reporting and I con-
tinue to work as a newspa-
per reporter in Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin.

“I believe local news-
rooms like the EagleHe-
rald are not just import-
ant, but necessary for a 
successful democracy, and 
it’s up to every single per-
son in a community to sup-
port them.

“Here’s to the next 150 
years!”

Alisa (Fox) Shafer
Staff  Writer • 2012-2014 • Wrote as Alisa Fox

“Marinette and Menominee was my 
home for fi ve wonderful and satisfying 
years. Yet, in the big picture, it’s barely a 
footnote in the 150-year history of a true 
local newspaper such as the EagleHerald.

“What else in this delightful area, one 
that embraces its history tightly, can say 
that it has lasted 150 years?

“Despite all the maligning of journal-
ism as a whole in recent days, the local 
voice that is the EagleHerald is crucial. 
The profession has damaged itself on a 
national and worldwide scale, but you 
cannot be at every football game, boat 
launch, community picnic and city coun-
cil meeting in your hometown.

“Take away that and what does this 
region have? Silence. Gossip. Fiction.

“Every time I come back to Marinette, 
I drive down the street I called home, call 

or text a few friends and pick up a couple 
editions of my old newspaper, despite not 
knowing the people writing the articles. So 
much has changed at the EagleHerald, yet 
I see the same efforts and clear dedication.

“There have been challenges larger 
than today’s in the EagleHerald’s ded-
icated existence, but the demand and 
need for local news has been largely 
unchanged during that time.

“My hope is there’s 150 more years 
for the people that call Marinette and 
Menominee counties home.”

Zac Britton
Sports/news writer • 2005-10
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Unique and Inspiring 
Handmade, One-of-a-Kind 

Home Decor, Art & Gifts  
Featuring Many  

Local Artists

@bythebaygalleryandgifts

515 First Street
Menominee, MI
906-424-4185 
906-424-0217
bythebaygallerygifts@gmail.com 
bythebaygalleryandgifts.com

CUSTOM FRAMING STUDIO 
Photography • Art  

Memorabilia • Puzzles  
Needlepoint  

Photo Restoration &  
Archival Services

Congrats to the
EagleHerald

on your 150th!

715-732-4111
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Thank you for being part of  the EagleHerald.

“During my six years 
in Marinette and Menom-
inee, the people of your 
community welcomed 
me into your businesses, 
homes and organizations. 
I will always be grateful. 
You’re kind and genuine, 
and you support your com-
munity and your newspa-
per like no other.

“When I worked for 
the EagleHerald, we had 
a high-level team of expe-
rienced news profession-
als. Editor Dan Kitkow-
ski led a newsroom that 
also included award-win-
ning veterans like Penny 
Mullins, Jody Korch, Tim 
Greenwood, Rick Geb-
hard and many others. 
They were extremely tal-
ented, hard-working and 
very committed to ensur-
ing that the news, sports 
and people of the EagleHe-
rald’s communities were 
effectively covered. Kit-
kowski likely leads a less 
experienced team now but 
I’m confident you’re still 
reading a great paper. He 
wouldn’t settle for any-
thing less.

“I now live and work as 
a high school teacher in 
southern Wisconsin and I 

haven’t read the EagleHe-
rald in quite some time. I 
read two other daily news-
papers where I also worked 
and I’ve seen up close how 
they’ve struggled in recent 
years. They’re not the same 
newspapers they once were 
but they’ve managed to 
keep afloat and stay rel-
evant despite the many 
challenges facing news-
papers today. I’m pulling 
for those newspapers and 
I support them, in part, 
by using their stories in 
my classroom. Whenever 
I get a chance, I stress the 
importance of supporting 
local businesses and local 
newspapers. The people of 
Marinette and Menominee 
get it. You have for over 150 
years.”

Dan White
General Manager from 2009-16

“Fresh out of college with a cre-
ative writing degree and a minor in 
communications, a job at the Eagle-
Herald ticked a whole lot of boxes for 
someone like me. I jumped at the big 
chances it offered—open doors on the 
inner workings of the City of Mari-
nette, phone calls from politicians 
at state and federal government lev-
els, invitations to boat launches and 
grand openings and annual celebra-
tions that gave glittering glimpses 
into the lives of those around me. 

“But if I think back on the four 
years I spent as the city reporter, the 
moments that stick in my head are 
the slower ones. Sitting down with a 
WWII veteran to listen to his story 

about being captured on the western 
front. Planning out an April Fool’s 

Day article with local historians 
about buried treasure to draw atten-
tion to Marinette’s historic monu-
ments. Countless interviews with 
brand-new small business owners 
and their dreams of growth in the 
twin counties area, and subsequent 
visits as a customer to cheer them on. 

“When people ask what being a 
reporter was like, I tell them that the 
schedule was hectic, the deadlines 
were short, and every day was differ-
ent. I tell them that I grew by leaps 
and bounds as a journalist, as a writer 
and as a person. I also tell them about 
the raccoon that ran in the pet pag-
eant every year I was working there.”

Emma Kuhn
Staff  writer • 2015-2019

“I retired at the end of 2019 after 
working since 1978 for the Eagle-Star 
and then its successor, the EagleHe-
rald.

“I started as a news and sports 
reporter, then became a wire editor with 
duties that included designing the front 
and inside pages. Later I was in charge of 
designing the inside pages, then became 

copy editor and a news reporter, primar-
ily covering Marinette County govern-
ment and sometimes being in charge of 
putting together the front page.

“High-points in my career 
included covering high school sports, 
which indirectly led to me coach-
ing junior high basketball for a few 
years; participating in covering major 
local news stories; putting stories and 
photos of many major state, national 
and international happenings in the 
paper and, last but not least, covering 
Marinette County government in the 
last decade.

“Often since I retired I encoun-
ter former co-workers and Marinette 
County officials and supervisors and 
that always puts a smile on my face. 
After covering Menominee County 
government early in my career, I really 
enjoyed resuming being a reporter 
and covering Marinette County gov-
ernment and the people involved in it 
in the last decade of my career.

“The demise of the local newspa-
per, and newspapers in general, has 
been very disappointing. I still read 

the EagleHerald, which now is only 
published three days a week, instead 
of six as in the past, on a press in 
southern Wisconsin and mailed to 
readers. Being a reporter was a very 
popular occupation at one time, now 
those positions often are very diffi-
cult to fill and many staffs have been 
slashed.

“Pay cuts in the latter part of my 
career included having to take fur-
loughs for one or two weeks and then 
hourly reductions on a weekly basis.

“I grew up in the Minneapolis area 
and my parents for a long time sub-
scribed to morning and afternoon 
newspapers each day. Now circula-
tions have plummeted, many news-
papers have folded or just become 
online publications, and often there 
are few younger subscribers, most of 
them are senior citizens or close to 
being one.

“Happy 150th Birthday!! Many 
times in recent years. I wondered if 
this milestone would ever happen, 
but it has with the leadership of Edi-
tor Dan Kitkowski.”

Tim Greenwood
Reporter/wire editor/page designer • 1978-2019

“I remember driving 
up to Marinette for my job 
interview as a photojour-
nalist at The Eagle-Star in 
November of 1993. I was 
already 2 1/2 years out 
of college as a mass com-
munications major with a 
minor in photography and 
had struggled to find a full-
time job. I was quite ner-
vous and didn’t know what 
to expect.

“Soon after, while work-
ing part-time at the Green 
Bay News-Chronicle, I 
received a call from the 
editor, Larry Epsch, offer-
ing me the job. I couldn’t 
say “yes” quickly enough.

“I loved shooting all 
sports and had some mem-
orable assignments includ-
ing riding with local police 
to cover a large drug bust 
and photographing a local 
woman who hand-fed deer. 

I also enjoyed sending pho-
tos on the Associated Press 
wire in hopes of having 
other national newspapers 
use my work.

“The close-knit staff was 
great to work with, and we 
often got together on week-
ends to share a beer and 
some laughs.

“Although I was only 
there from November of 
1993 until February of 
1995, it truly felt like a sec-
ond family.”

Kurt Rozek
Photographer • 1993-

1995 (Eagle-Star)

“I’m honored to be part 
of the history of the Eagle-
Herald. 

“The Marinette Eagle-
Star was my first foray into 
the world of community 
journalism and it warmed 
me to be able to meet, and 
document, the great peo-
ple of this community. As 
a feature writer I got to 
paint a picture of the fas-
cinating and endearing 
parts of human nature, 
but as reporter I also saw 
the darker side—devastat-
ing fires, murder trials, an 
active shooter lockdown, 
local and county govern-
ments in question. 

“The newsroom was my 
home, my safe haven where 
there was always the hum of 
the press and the intoxicat-
ing scent of ink to calm me. 
Larry Ebsch will never be 
forgotten, the patriarch of 
the motley crew of report-
ers who gathered daily and 
sometimes late into the 
night to give its readers 
their dose of local news. He 
forged this family who not 
only worked together, but 
played together as well—
volleyball, broomball, 

Fantasy Football, the occa-
sional cocktail, even allow-
ing us to watch Sunday foot-
ball with him at his favor-
ite watering hole. These 
people—Larry, Rob Becker, 
Grant VanderVelden, Jody 
Korch, Chris Chebuhar, 
Kristin Larsen and Tim 
Greenwood to name a few, 
taught me about the integ-
rity and truth of being a 
reporter and it carries on 
today. 

“Congratulations to all 
of the staff, past and pres-
ent, who have worked tire-
lessly to carry on this tradi-
tion of community report-
ing. Here’s to another 150 
years!”

“Growing up on the 
west side of Wisconsin, I 
had never heard of Mari-
nette until a former pro-
fessor called to tell me of a 
job opening at the former 
Eagle-Star. I applied and 
got the job shortly after 
graduating from UW-Eau 
Claire. During my short 
time there, I learned a lot 
from longtime Editor Larry 
Ebsch and had the oppor-
tunity to write stories of 
all different types as I first 
covered Menominee and 
then Marinette. Some of 
my most memorable sto-
ries include:

• The visit of a 225-pound 
tiger named Jade and her 
owner Buddy DeYoung 
of Wallace to Menominee 
Catholic Central North as 
part of a third-grade stu-
dent’s class report.

• The 1994 murder of 
21-year-old Trudi Jeschke 
shortly after she moved to 
Appleton.

• The arrest and jail-
ing of Robert Falkenberg, 
Menominee’s fire chief, for 
stalking in 1995. Upon his 

release from jail, he com-
mitted suicide.

• The 1995 collision of 
a train and semitrailer 
truck in Marinette, which 
resulted in the evacua-
tion of nearby businesses 
and the rerouting of U.S. 
41 traffic until a hazardous 
materials team from Out-
agamie County was able to 
respond.

• Local interest in restor-
ing one of just a few BT-120 
aircraft built in Menomi-
nee by the former Mercury 
Aircraft Corp.

“I left the journalism 
field two years ago for a 
job with the State of Wis-
consin, but I continue to 
firmly believe in the impor-
tance of local newspapers.”

Laura (Bley) Shimberg
Feature writer/reporter • 1991-1993

Christena T. O’Brien
Reporter • 1993-96

“Congratulations to the 
Eagle-Herald and the com-
munities of Marinette and 
Menominee. What a gift to 
still have a local newspaper 
in your beautiful towns! I 
treasured my time cover-
ing and capturing the life 
and beauty of your unique 
area. Here is to another 
150!”

Beth 
Brockhoff

Photo editor • 1984-94 
(Herald-Leader)
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From imagery to photojournalism

By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer
jliesveld@eagleherald.com

Ever since the Ancient 
Greeks fi rst began to parse 
the unique properties of 
light and optics, or from 
the moment when 10th 
Century mathematician 
Alhazen of Bazra observed 
that a stream of light fun-
neled through a pin-sized 
hole into a dim room rec-
reated an inverted image 
of the scene unfolding out-
side that room, humans 
have endeavored to capture 
time’s fl eeting moments for 
posterity.

Designs for the first 
primitive cameras repre-
sented room-sized devices 
known as “cameras obscu-
ras” where the outside 
light fl owed through a pin-
hole and recreated a mov-
ing image on one wall. 
Such designs date as far 
back as the 15th century 
when Leonardo da Vinci 
sketched one out in his 
notebooks.

However, the technol-
ogy to actually capture and 
store those scenes to some 
medium, like fi lm, paper 
or a digital SD card, eluded 
humans for hundreds of 
years. Only through hand 
tracing a projected camera 
obscura image could an 
artist retain a moment for 
future generations to view.

TECHNOLOGY 
FINDS A WAY

Eventually, human inge-
nuity and scientifi c under-
standing devised a solution 
for rendering a permanent 
photograph. As described 
in many photojournal-
ism texts such as the sec-
ond edition of “Photojour-
nalism Content and Tech-
nique,” by the early 19th 
century, framing an instan-
taneous and small slice of 
the world permanently on 
a fl at surface became real-
ity.

In the 1820s French 
inventor, Joseph Nicéphore 
Niépce discovered a way 
to create a lasting image 
by coating a “light-sensi-
tive bitumen mixture onto 
a glass, pewter or cop-
per plate.” Louis Daguerre 
refi ned and advanced the 
French inventor’s process 
in the late 1830s, devel-
oping the daguerreotype. 
Daguerre promptly pub-
lished the detailed pro-
cess involved and sold the 
design for his contraption 
to the world in 1839, mak-
ing a fortune.

Still, modern photojour-
nalism remained far out of 
reach as those early meth-
ods of photography posed 
several drawbacks. The 
daguerreotype required 
anywhere from three to 
15 minutes of exposure—
Niépce’s process took 
eight hours! Moreover, the 
daguerreotype created a 
positive image that made 

reproduction difficult, 
unlike the negatives of 35 
mm and other fi lm types 
that arrived a few decades 
later.

Additionally, cumber-
some cameras and light-
ing equipment limited the 
ability of photographers to 
capture the world and its 
people as they really lived, 
died, fought and played. 
Early on, most photos were 
staged, portraits or land-
scapes that required the 
person or object to remain 
very still for the long expo-
sure times. Any object mak-
ing the slightest of move-
ments created blur.

Moreover, the chemistry 
and mechanical methods 
to actually reprint a photo 
in a newspaper like the 
EagleHerald arrived much 
later, in the 20th Century.

THE ROAD TO
 PHOTOJOURNALISM 

IN THE
 EAGLEHERALD

“Photos were not com-
monly carried in newspa-
pers until the early 20th 
century—1910s in some 
newspapers, early 1920s 
in others—due to the high 
cost of the printing tech-
nology needed,” said media 
history expert and assis-
tant professor of Journal-
ism and Mass Media at the 
University of Idaho, Caitlin 
Cieslik-Miskimen. “Most 
of these early photos were 
printed using the halftone 
process.

Wire services did not 
start transmitting photos 
until the early 1920s, and 
these were usually expen-
sive and of questionable 
quality.”

Cieslik-Miskimen pro-
vided the EagleHerald with 
a bit backdrop to the his-
tory of photojournalism in 
small newspapers of Wis-
consin. She completed her 
undergraduate work, Mas-
ters and Ph.D. at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Mad-
ison. Her dissertation cov-
ered print culture in small 
media with a focus on the 
Superior Telegram news-
paper (northern Wiscon-
sin).

Not until about 1925 
did technology allow pho-
tojournalists to seize those 
natural, sometimes tragic 
and often shocking or poi-
gnant moments that make 
of some of history’s most 
iconic images.

Modern photojournal-
ism started in Germany 
in 1925, not long after a 
man named Oscar Bar-
nack began building the 
prototypes to the world’s 
fi rst 35-millimeter camera, 
the Leica, according to the 
Smithsonian Museum of 
American History. Initially, 
most newspapers utilized 
artists that created lines or 
etchings on printing plates, 
essentially hand drawing 
images in newspapers.

Reproducing photo-
graphs in print became 

possible with the invention 
of the halftone printing 
process, often referred to 
as the “dot process,” which 
allowed for fi ner detail. It 
used a photochemically 
sensitive printing plate and 
produced a realistic image. 
Still, drawbacks lingered 
as those first newspaper 
halftones offered low-qual-
ity images and involved an 
expensive process.

EAGLEHERALD’S 
FIRST PHOTOS

Lacking a digital archive 
of all published EagleHe-
rald photos, finding the 
first photo to grace the 
newspaper’s pages offers 
a challenge best suited for 
those with dedicated focus 
and many hours of free 
time.

However, according to 
Cieslik-Miskimen, one can 
begin to apply some gen-
eralization of early small-
town newspapers to trace 
a bit of photographic/
imagery history in the 
EagleHerald. Addition-
ally, by leafi ng through the 
weighty volumes of col-
lected newspaper archives 
of the Menominee County 
Historical Society Michael 
J. Anuta Research Center 
in Menominee many his-
torical similarities become 
apparent.

The Anuta Research 
Center maintains hard 
copies of original news-
papers of both Marinette 
and Menominee. When 
it comes to the evolution 
of the EagleHerald those 
archives begin in 1871 with 
“Marinette and Peshtigo 
Eagle” which merged with 
the Marinette North Star 
in 1903 becoming the “The 
Marinette Eagle-Star.” 

In 1995 the Eagle-Star 
merged with Menominee’s 
Herald-Leader becoming 
the Marinette Menominee 
EagleHerald.

Pinpointing even a win-
dow of time in which that 
fi rst photo resides within 
the EageHerald editions 
dating back decades, 
requires much leafi ng of 

time-burnt and brittle 
newspaper pages. How-
ever, it appears some of 
the fi rst photos placed on 
its pages occurred in the 
year 1900. Prior to that, 
all images were artistically 
rendered.

Mostly those fi rst pho-
tos consisted of portraits 
such as one spread that 

included the 21 portraits 
of the “Class of 1900,” 
which, based on EagleHe-
rald research, represented 
the earliest instance of an 
actual newspaper printed 
photo. In other words, 
photos were primarily 
staged due to the primitive 

EagleHerald/John Liesveld
Based on research limited by time, this array of portraits represents the earliest photograph reproduced in the 
Eagle-Star. It was in the year 1900.

A look at the history of 
newspapers and photos

EagleHerald/John Liesveld
The “Anuta Stacks” are a collection of newspapers archives of the Menominee County 
Historical Society Michael J. Anuta Research Center in Menominee.

See PHOTOS, C11
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By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer
jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—A statis-
tic, both staggering in its 
magnitude and its implied 
pervasiveness, included in 
Mary Meeker’s 2019 annual 
Internet Trends Report, 
shows that people across 
the globe produce close 
to 1.4 trillion new photo-
graphs each year. Meeker, 
a partner at a global tech-
nology investment firm, 
Bond Capital, utilizes data, 
expert analysis and insight 
on the state of e-com-
merce in producing annual 
reports.

That statistic of imag-
ery immensity works out 
to nearly 4 billion photos 
each day.

Every so often, one of 
those photos bubbles up to 
social consciousness and 
changes the course of his-
tory: think Astronaut Wil-
liam Anders’ photo “Earth-
rise,” or the Voyager 1 space 
probe’s “Pale Blue Dot,” or 
some of the harrowing 
images captured on 9/11.

While the majority of 
newspaper photos rarely 
change the world like those 
iconic images, they do suc-
ceed in framing events and 
people in broader histori-
cal contexts that go beyond 
the personal photographs 
snapped on a family pic-
nic, allowing historians 
who document those pho-
tos to gain some insight.

“Photography in the 
old newspapers provides 
an archive of events that 
are irreplaceable,” said 
Executive Director of the 
Menominee Historical 
Society Mike Kaufman. “A 
person would have a per-
sonal archive of personal 
pictures that would be spe-
cific to their family, but the 
newspapers pictures were 
of general interest to every-
body in the community.”

Kaufman, along with 
the resident archivist with 
Menominee County Histor-
ical Society Amber Polzin, 
spends hours upon hours 
shuffling through, research-
ing and scanning to digi-
tal format the endless, and 
constantly growing collec-
tion of the area’s historic 
newspapers collections 
and other documented his-
tory at Menominee’s Anuta 
Research Center.

Their expertise on area 
history and the stories and 
images through which that 
history unfolds lends them 
the expertise to under-
stand the weight that a sin-
gle photo can carry.

THE VALUE OF A 
 JOURNALISTIC 

PHOTO
“(A photograph) is 

priceless. Especially these 
newspaper files,” Kaufman 
said. “It’s a record of things 

that occurred in Marinette 
and Menominee going 
back decades and decades. 
And without that, we lose 
that sense of who we are … 
It’s like that saying ‘If not 
for our past how would we 
know it is us.”

Kaufman voiced those 
words from within a small 
back room at the research 
center, surrounded by 
shelves of boxes filled with 
envelopes, which in turn, 
were stuffed with old news-
paper negatives, developed 
photos and editor notes.

Not far away, Polzin 
underscores the value of 
a newspaper photo that in 
some ways seems to run 
contrary to another old 
saying, “never judge a book 
by its cover.” On the con-
trary, where a book cover 
attempts to sell the book, 
a newspaper photo strives 
to present a truthful rep-
resentation of the story to 
which it is attached.

“I think a lot of people 
are drawn into a story with 
a photograph,” Polzin said. 
“You need a photograph to 
get the story out there … 
the story is behind the pho-
tograph.”

Long-time reporter and 
former EagleHerald editor 
Larry Ebsch voiced a simi-
lar idea, from the writer’s 
point of view. He explained 

that whether the article 
covers a military veter-
an’s experience or a high 
school athlete’s last-min-
ute touchdown to win the 
game, a photo of the indi-
vidual adds a depth to the 
article that words cannot 
reach.

“(A photo) makes an 
impact,” Ebsch said. “It 
identifies with the story.”

GROWING MOUN-
TAIN OF TEDIOUS 

ARCHIVING
For Kaufman and Polzin, 

preserving the old newspa-
pers and all those photos 
plays a huge role in shap-
ing the historical context of 
the area’s past. According 
to Polzin, the Anuta Cen-
ter began digitizing photo 
archives about 10 years 
ago, a process that involves 
not only the tediousness 
of electronically scanning 
each photo, but the some-
times exhaustive research 
required to identify the pho-
to’s time, place and if possi-
ble, individuals pictured.

By Kaufman’s and Polz-
in’s estimates, they man-
aged to scan about 35,000 
photos in those 10 years, 
which represents less than 
half of the collection.

“The biggest issue with 
our photographs is that 
we spent a lot of time and 
money lately digitizing 

them,” Kaufman said. “I’ve 
been doing a little bit of it 
and it is time-consuming. 
We have this pretty cool 
scanner where I can throw 
up multiple pictures and 
it will scan them. But then 
you have to crop them, 
add labels to them … it’s 
time-consuming.”

He explained that 
packed away in various 
boxes and many envelopes 
the center carries nega-
tives and other developed 
photos going back decades 
from both the Menominee 
and Marinette newspapers 
before the 1995 merger. 
Sometimes those enve-
lopes, boxes and the back 
sides of photographs con-
tain very little information. 
Often, all that Kaufman 
has to go on is a barely leg-
ible editor’s handwritten 
note that includes no date.

“It’s detective work,” he 
said.

He delineated his pro-
cess using a previously 
archived photo as an exam-
ple, explaining that one of 
the first things he looks for 
in an image is landmarks. 
He showed an image that 
he archived between 1927 
and 1944 and said he tried 
to pinpoint the date by 
looking at the Menominee 
North Pier Light House 
which occupied the photo’s 

backdrop. Built in 1877, the 
Light House’s configura-
tion went through many 
changes over the years 
which were recorded and 
which can be used as a 
cross-reference to help nar-
row the timeframe of the 
shot. In the photo, the con-
figuration was such that it 
dated the time of the image 
after 1927 but before 1944. 
However, the trail of clues 
stopped there, for now.

Another good clue to 
dating a photo emerges 
from any vehicle in the 
shot. But Kaufman cau-
tioned, relying too heavily 
on such a clue, especially 
when only one vehicle is 
pictured, can result in an 
inaccurate date. For exam-
ple, a photo with a car built 
in 1945 could have been 
taken any time after 1945. 
Only the years prior to 1945 
can be eliminated—unless 
time travel were a reality.

And while the job of dig-
itizing introduces the long 
monotony of detailed work 
and a loss of photo resolu-
tion, Polzin underscored 
the importance of such dig-
itizing old photos explain-
ing that they tend to fade 
and crack; they bend and 
they crumble.

“Handling them is 
not always a good thing,” 
she said. “The oils on our 

fingers break down old 
photographs.”

After digitizing, the 
actual photos can then be 
stored in a safe and more 
climate-controlled area 
to keep them safe. More-
over, a digital collection of 
photographs archived and 
filed by date or topic makes 
searching for a specific pic-
ture much easier than dig-
ging through a big drawer 
full of photographs.

A FINAL WORD ON 
PICTURES

All that archiving serves 
a role greater than just the 
preservation of local his-
tory. It sometimes boils 
down to the dollar bill 
when it comes to resto-
ration projects in the area.

“Part of (a picture) is 
the nostalgia,” Kaufman 
reiterates. “But (a photo-
graph) also has an eco-
nomic impact. If someone 
is looking to do a building 
restoration in downtown 
Marinette or Menominee 
and they want to main-
tain its historical perspec-
tive … we can help provide 
that to them: if they can’t 
save the original features 
(of the structure) then they 
can restore it through an 
old photograph.”

And such historical res-
toration can turn a prop-
erty assessed at $50,000 
into one valued at over $1 
million Kaufman pointed 
out.

Still, in the end, for his-
torians like Polzin and 
Kaufman, it all turns back 
on the way a photograph 
and its contextual history 
can absorb one’s curiosity.

When prompted to 
describe the local newspa-
per photos most striking 
to her, Polzin paused for a 
moment.

“Where would I start, 
there are many of them,” 
she said

But she added that 
her father, Edward “Ted” 
Forbes, used to serve as a 
law enforcement officer in 
the City of Peshtigo around 
the 1950s. Occasionally, 
while paging through the 
old newspaper archives, a 
familiar face would stop 
Polzin in her tracks.

“I have run across pho-
tos of my father at an acci-
dent scene or a fire,” she 
said with some emotion 
welling behind her words.

Like Kaufman said, in 
many ways such local news-
paper photos serve to pre-
serve the context of history 
in which the people of Mari-
nette and Menominee lived.

“One of the greatest 
resources in preserving 
the past are the old news-
papers and these old pho-
tographs,” Kaufman said, 
referring to the archived 
stacks at the Research Cen-
ter. “So our mission is to 
preserve that past”

The substance of the photograph

EagleHerald/John Liesveld
Executive Director of the Menominee Historical Society Mike Kaufman powers up the digital scanner to continue 
the long process of archiving the Marinette and Menominee historical newspaper photos and the Menominee Anuta 
Research Center.

Congratulationsto the EagleHerald on 150 Years!

610 Marinette Avenue 
 Marinette, WI  
715-735-3737
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What are the quali-
ties that make a good 
reporter?

Larry: “Getting at the root of the problem. I’m look-
ing at one now (referring to EH staff writer John Lies-
veld, a great reporter who was taking photos). Accuracy 
is the most important and getting it straight. I’m not a 
fan of today’s major media where they get opinionated 
in the paper. It’s my concept all the time, report the news 
and let the editors do the opinion writing. That’s the way 
I look at it.”

What advice would you 
give to a young reporter 
today?

Larry: “The same things I was just talking about—
always be accurate. Always be punctual. Be fair in report-
ing and don’t get your personal opinion in there. You 
know it’s not the best paying job. But really, I can hon-
estly say this, and I always told my family is I never hated 
to go to work. I loved my job and that’s why I stayed with 
it and stayed in this community. Not everybody can say 
that.”

Who gave you the nick-
name Windy and why?

Larry: “People say ‘how did you get the name’ and I 
say I was a track star. That gets them rolling, but then 
when they get done laughing, I tell them it was because 
I was talkative. That’s just my nature, my personality. 
Some guy said you talk like the wind and it just stuck. 
That’s way back into boyhood. I was always a chatter box. 
We played a lot of fastpitch softball. I was a shortstop and 
that’s when there was a lot of infield chatter. I was kind of 
the cheerleader in that one. That’s how that came about.”

EagleHerald editor Dan Kitkowski had a Q&A with 
his former boss and current confidant recently in Ebsch’s 
apartment. Staff writer John Liesveld took some candid 
photos.

Who had the biggest 
influence on your jour-
nalism career and why?

Larry: “Jim Ripley, my first managing editor. He used 
to be the sports editor at the Herald-Leader and I was a 
correspondent who used to bring in the sports sheets 
(fastpitch softball, industrial league basketball and semi-
pro football). Low and behold if the editor didn’t leave to 
go to Escanaba and Jim was named the editor. The sports 
editor’s job was open. I didn’t even apply. Other people 
threw my name in there. I didn’t have any experience 
other than the correspondence, which was all hand-writ-
ten stuff I turned in. And so he hired me and that kicked 
off my career.”

When did you know 
you wanted to be a 
journalist?

Larry: “Well I had three years of journalism in high 
school (Menominee). I was the sports editor. We had the 
“Maroon News” every Friday and let me tell you, just like 
people look for their morning Eagle, the students looked 
for that “Maroon News” every Friday, second hour class. 
Things were kind of tough when I got out of high school 
in ‘49 and the Korean War broke out in ‘50 so many of us 
went in the service. I came out and I toyed with the idea 
of going to J school ( journalism) but I didn’t do it. Then 
the Ripley thing came along ... so that’s 70 years (ago). I 
had a love for it (writing), especially sports.”

What was the most 
important story you 
covered and why?

Larry: “Oh, boy. You’re really testing me—I’ve had 
so many of them. I was real fortunate to have some 
heart-warming stories and also some heart-breaking sto-
ries. Probably the Gene Hasenfus one when he was cap-
tured in Nicaragua. That was international news. I went 
down to interview him when he came back to Green Bay. 
And Tom Palmateer (the Marinette County Veterans Ser-
vice Officer), who I got along good with, set me up with 
Gene for a one-on-one (interview). So I went to his house 
by the Little Red School House (Shore Drive) in the Town 
of Peshtigo. I sat down with Gene and his wife (Sally) and 
got a hell of an interview. That was probably the most 

important because of the consequences involved and the 
political drama that was going on.”

(Note: Hasenfus was a U.S. Marine/mercenary who helped 
fly weapons shipments on behalf of the U.S. government to the 
right wing rebel Contras in Nicaragua. The sole survivor after 
his plane was shot down by the Nicaraguan government in 
1986, he was sentenced to 30 years in prison for terrorism and 
other charges, but pardoned and released the same year. The 
statements of admission he made to the Sandinista govern-
ment resulted in a controversy in the U.S. government, after 
the Reagan administration denied any connection to him).

What is the most diffi-
cult story you’ve ever 
had to cover?

Larry: Fires where kids were lost. We had a lot of 
house fires back then compared to today. There were 
cedar roofs with coal burning stoves. Sparks would come 
out and ignite (the roofs) I mean, the fire department 
was always going out. Every day—chimney fires, chimney 
fires, chimney fires. And sometimes it caught families 
with kids in there. There was one up in the county where 
four went and one on Hattie Street where five went.”

What do you think 
makes a compelling 
news story?

Larry: “It’s going to have reader interest. Now, I have to be 
careful I don’t want to offend you guys neither. But sometimes, 
in my opinion, today’s journalists go out and they do the sto-
ries that they want to do. And I always wanted to the stories 
that the reader wanted. To me the reader was the most import-
ant. Labor strikes affected families and impacted the commu-
nity. We had some bad labor strikes. They were never easy to 
handle. We had a lot of other stuff—the expansion of the air-
port. Even from a sports angle, when the M&M Game was 
interrupted and then came back. That was some big stuff. But 
I will tell you one of the most in my time, too, was Title IX. The 
advance of the girls in sports is just mind-boggling.”

What to you think is the 
most fulfilling aspect of 
being a reporter or an 
editor?

Larry: “Satisfying the reader—or trying to. You never 
fully do it, but you try to. The reader was always import-
ant to me, even as a paper boy. I had to get that paper 
on the porch. I didn’t cut across the grass, didn’t kick 
the dog, all that kind of stuff. But the reader, in my way 
of thinking, was always the most important part of the 
newspaper.”

9 questions 
with 

Larry 
‘Windy’ 
Ebsch

By DAN KITKOWSKI

EagleHerald Editor
dkitkowski@eagleherald.com

With photographs by JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald Staff Writer
jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MENOMINEE — Sports fans, broad-
casters and writers often refer to some-
one as the “face of the franchise.” Michael 
Jordan with the Chicago Bulls, Dan 
Marino with the Miami Dolphins and 
Wayne Gretzky with the Edmonton Oil-
ers are arguably the faces of their respec-
tive teams.

It’s a subjective debate, no doubt. But if 
one were to ponder the face of the Eagle-
Star/EagleHerald franchise, it’s unques-
tionably Larry L. Ebsch, who worked in 
some capacity with the newspaper for 
about 70 of his 90 years. As you will read 
in this special section, Ebsch delivered 
the paper as a kid, wrote unpaid stories 
as a teen, was hired as a sports editor and 
served as a reporter and then editor. He 
contributed for 25 years after his retire-
ment with a popular ByeLines column 
that focused on local history (he wrote 
more than 1,100 of those) and countless 
editorials.
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photographic technology
“In the research I have done, where 

I’ve looked closely at some Wisconsin 
newspapers in Superior and Green Bay in 
the 1910s and 1920s, many of the photos 
included in news stories through the late 
1920s were staged photos,” Cieslik-Miski-
men said.

Additionally, Cieslik-Miskimen 
informed that the technology of that era 
also introduced significant delays in print-
ing timely news photos, especially when it 
came to syndicated photos that reported 
on national and world events.

“I came across a few instances of the 
Superior Telegram touting the superiority 
of its printing technology due to its speed, 
and often noting competing papers that it 
would beat when it was the first to pub-
lish major photos, such as from President 
(Calvin) Coolidge’s inauguration in Jan-
uary 1925,” Cieslik-Miskimen said. “(The 
Telegram) had them the day afterward.”

As evidenced in the EagleHerald 
archives, early in the 1900s, speedy tech-
nology in printing was not the only 
requirement for publishing timely pho-
tos. The ability to electronically transmit 
photos overnight did not yet exist. While 
sending text over wire was common, 
images needed to come by freight (plane, 
train, boat and etc.), dating many newspa-
per photos, especially in smaller and more 
rural newspapers that lacked the photo-
graphic resources, like the EagleHerald.

For example, in 1918, the EagleHerald 
published a photo of a WWI smokescreen 
measure used to help protect British mer-
chant ships from German U-boats. Prior 
to the mid-1920s, the ability to transmit 
photos via wire (i.e. phone lines in those 
days) that WWI smokescreen shot would 
have been physically delivered to the 
newspaper.

“It also was fairly common for even the 
smaller newspapers to run a weekly page 
(or a Sunday section) titled ‘This week in 
pictures’ or something like that beginning 
in the mid-1920s, with syndicated photos 
of major news events and newsmakers,” 
Cieslik-Miskimen pointed out.

BIRTH OF PHOTOJOURNALISM
However, by the 1930s, even the Eagle-

Herald’s photo delivery and printing tech-
nology allowed editors to print images 
regularly. The evolution of capturing pho-
tos marked a major point in photojournal-
ism that propelled the medium into the 

21st Century.
After 1925, with the invention of the 

Leica, a device capable of using the con-
venience of 35mm film, the age of mod-
ern journalism emerged and during the 
proceeding World Wars (WWI and WWII) 
it proliferated. The technology allowed 
to photographers to take their craft any-
where, capturing the disposition of peo-
ple, animals, landscapes, events and life 
as it happened.

From the tragedies of war to Neil Arm-
strong’s first steps on the moon July 20, 
1969, on the moon, a photo that dissem-
inated to practically every paper in the 
country, including the EagleHerald.

But the news is not always inspiring, 
and the ever-increasing technology of 
the ubiquitous camera has allowed pho-
tojournalists to report those stories as 
well. For example, when photographer 
Bob Jackson of the Dallas Times-Her-
ald reacted quickly enough to engage the 
high-speed flip of his camera’s shutter 
activating the chemical technology of 35 
mm film within, he managed to capture 
the very moment that Dallas nightclub 
owner Jack Ruby fired a gun point-blank 
into Lee Harvey Oswald’s abdomen out-
side the Dallas city jail building in Novem-
ber of 1963. Oswald had assassinated Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy just two days ear-
lier on Nov. 22. Oswald later died of his 
wounds.

Many of those photos traveled by wire 
to hit the front pages of smaller commu-
nity papers like the EagleHerald.

In the end, though, when it comes to 
local journalism, the advances in photo 
technology have aided photographers to 
supplement the written word by reveal-
ing in poignant illustration the true char-
acter of those communities like Marinette 
and Menominee.

Moreover, of the photos that stick with 
local readers stem from the curious and 
eccentric points of view within a local 
community.

“Some of my favorite old photos spreads 
in the Superior Telegram were collages of 
dogs of the city, which I kept on file as I 
researched my dissertation,” Caitlin Cies-
lik-Miskimen said.

Perhaps their uniqueness appeals to 
area residents.

PHOTOS:
FROM C8

A photographer’s point of  view
By JOHN LIESVELD

EagleHerald staff writer
jliesveld@eagleherald.com

MARINETTE—For EagleHe-
rald reporters, in the midst of 
gathering a story, it sometimes 
seems commonplace for the sub-
ject of an interview to drop the 
name of a specific photographer.

You know the one.
“That photographer, Rick,” 

people will affably ask.
It seems that being a local 

photographer emits a certain dis-
position within the communities 
that they photograph. He/she 
come to know many people by 
their faces, and everyone knows 
him/her.

Like anyone who spent years 
at a job, for former EagleHerald 
photographer Rick Gebhard, 
his time at the newspaper holds 
immeasurable memories linked 
to those faces, places and events 
that remain frozen in countless 
images stored digitally, on film, 
on paper and encoded in the neu-
rons of his own memory.

Each one of those places and/
or people remains linked to Geb-
hard in ways he may not even 
imagine. More often than not 
people in the community seem 
to remember him warmly from 
the day when he snapped their 
photo for an EagleHerald front 
page stand-alone shot of com-
munity life.

“Working at the EagleHerald 
was great because I got to go to 
everything for free and it got me 
off my (butt) and out of my intro-
verted self,” Gebhard said. “It got 
me out of the house … it broad-
ened my horizons.”

To Gebhard, those days, before 
the rise of social media and the 
suspicious attitudes toward the 
media that rose with it, offered 
an immense enjoyment in the 
framing of local lives within his 
camera lens. From area residents 
out-and-about to city officials 
and employees like police offi-
cers, Gebhard carries fond mem-
ories of their warm attitudes 
and the spontaneity that ensued 
when he came calling with his 
camera.

“I would just walk into the 

middle of stuff … and I just got 
candid pictures everywhere,” he 
said. “The people (in the com-
munity) changed my attitude… 
everybody was just nice to me … 
and I met my best friends while 
at the EagleHerald.”

BIASES AND PHOTO-
JOURNALISTIC JUDGE-
MENT CALLS

Initially, and inspired by 
some of his favorite photogra-
phers like Ansel Easton Adams, 
Gebhard took up photography 
and photojournalism as a way to 
affect change. Adams, an Ameri-
can landscape photographer and 
environmentalist produced a 
portfolio of awe-inspiring black-
and-white images of the Amer-
ican West between the 1920s 
and 1970s. During that time his 
images became (and continue 
to be) synonymous icons for the 

United States National Parks.
However, Gebhard learned 

quickly that photojournalism 
requires a balance of passions 
with journalistic ethics. More-
over, in achieving that balance, 
no easy answers exist.

“You are supposed to be an 
objective news guy,” Gebhard 
said. “So you are sometimes at 
odds with the artist in you.”

And while those core photo-
graphic values occasionally fos-
tered disagreements and heavy 
discussions within the news-
room, Gebhard explained that 
a good photographer needs a 
foundation of values from which 
to work. But he also realized 
that photojournalist’s biases can 
serve as a tool.

“I (learned) that your biases can 
inform you so you should go on 
them because that is all you have to 

work with anyway,” he explained. 
“So you might as well admit you 
have them but always try to be 
objective and cover both sides.”

For photographers, the cli-
chéd adage, “if it bleeds it leads,” 
often raises the morality alarms. 
Even in smaller communities 
like the City of Marinette and 
Menominee, such stories and 
photo opportunities introduce 
many questions that dig at the 
core of the journalist, the pho-
tographer, the editor and the 
community. But Gebhard recog-
nizes that such debates make for 
a healthy, and ethical newsroom.

MAKING THE CONNEC-
TION, A LOVE OF PHOTOG-
RAPHY

A passion for landscape pho-
tography empowered Gebhard’s 
photographic career.

He often loaded the car with 
his camera gear and headed 
north to Michigan’s Upper Pen-
insula, framing places like Pic-
tured Rocks National Lakeshore 
in his viewfinder. However, even 
on those trips his journalistic 
sense informed his composition.

“I tried to work land use issues 
into the shots and not just (snap) 
pretty postcards,” he said. “I was 
a city boy, so going out in nature 
and camping with my kids was 
something that was pretty spe-
cial.”

For his work, Gebhard has 
received several accolades from 
the likes of the Wisconsin News-
paper Association. One of his 
favorite award-winning photos 
was attached to an article by for-
mer Journalist Penny Mullins 
about the fall colors. The strik-
ing photograph shows a kayaker 
on one of the area’s many water-
ways. Behind the kayaker and 
also reflected in the still water, 
a riverside forest canopy exudes 
every shade between red and 
green in a scattering collage that 
shouts the serenity of a peaceful 
fall day.

Gebhard stays humble about 
his awards. However, with a 
smile and a laugh he admits, as 
almost any person would, to a 
slight ego boost from the satis-
faction of recognition.

“I guess it means a lot to be 

recognized,” he said. “I used to 
be a musician so I’m kind of a 
showoff. I have that drive inter-
nally, but I try not to be moti-
vated by outside things like (rec-
ognition) … but it still means a 
lot.”

For Gebhard, the photo needs 
to tell its own story while also 
supplementing the actual story. 
But if you ask Gebhard how the 
connections between photo and 
story the answer remains elu-
sive. It often reside in the realm 
of mystery and instinct. But he 
knows a few things for certain.

“You can write so many words 
into a story and you can see so 
many details in a picture,” he 
said. “They are like two sides 
of the same coin. I think every-
one wants to see a picture with a 
story. The copy (text) needs to be 
broken up if nothing else.

Further, the connections go 
beyond the links between story 
and photo. A good photo needs 
poignancy to convey its message, 
emotion or context. For example, 
such poignancy emerges from 
one of Gebhard’s favorite personal 
photos. It was one he took at a fam-
ily event about 10 years ago.

The picture shows Gebhard’s 
father, Gerald in silhouette 
against a backdrop of light pour-
ing through a window. His father, 
slightly stooped with a pointed 
birthday hat atop his head, reads 
a birthday card on his 80th birth-
day celebration. For Gebhard, the 
moment captured in that photo 
covers many layers of emotion.

Today, while digital tech-
nology allows one to easily and 
cheaply take many, many shots, 
Gebhard tries to be selective.

“I try to be more decisive but 
if it is a subject that I am in love 
with and I am experimenting 
then, heck yeah … I’ll shoot every 
darn thing I’m interested in,” he 
said.

Because of that passion, his 
compilation of images could fill 
volumes. When looking back on 
those volumes, the emotions that 
surface sit with him in a good 
way.

“I sure have memories,” Geb-
hard said.

EagleHerald/John Liesveld
Nowadays, during the summer months, former EagleHerald Photog-
rapher Rick Gebhard spends much of his free time tending the herbs, 
vegetables and other garden goods flourishing in the cultivated plots 
around his home in Marinette. 

EagleHerald/John Liesveld
Today, even the EagleHerald occasionally takes advantage of the unique perspectives 
that the ever-evolving technology of photography continues to offer, as this drone shot 
reveals over the North Pier Light House in Menominee.

705 10th Ave., Menominee, MI
(906)-864-2945
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June Bridal Show

Father’s Day Auto Show

Happy Fourth of July!
So Glad McDonalds is Close!

Drive Thru Lunches for  Make a Wish

Harbors Management 
Kathy Scoggins - Executive Director, Tami Hasse - Community Relations Director, 
Abby Scoggins - Melodee Rolenda-Activities, Todd Boye - Maintenance Director, 

Steve Vandenberg - Superintendent, Jody Spearman - Dining Manager 
Jean Smith - Kitchen Manager, Sharon Rass - Administrative Assistant

St. Jospeh Hospital was built 
on 10th Avenue after Sisters of 
the Third Order of St. Francis 
travled by foot to solicit money 
from lumber camps. St. Joseph’s 
Hospital expanded from 1900 to 
1911 to 75 hospital beds.

Marshall Lloyd Hospital, situ-
ated next to St. Joseph’s, was 
dedicated and also operated by 
the Sisters of the Third Order of 
St. Francis. In 1974, after facing 
problems, the Order devestaded 
its interest in the two hospitals 
and the county assumed legal 
ownership, renaming it Menom-
inee County Lloyd Hospital. 

The first merger of hospitals 
across state lines took place 
with Menominee County Lloyd 
Hospital and Marinette General 
Hospital. A 20-year lease was 
signed with Bay Area Medical 
Center and services were further 
expanded. New facilities were 
built and in October 2005 the 
Menominee building was  
returned to the county.

Renovations begin on the  
former Menominee County 
Lloyd Hospital to develop the 
Harbors Retirement Communi-
ty, an exclusive new residence 
for seniors with unique ameni-
ties remiscent of the historical 
charm of this community  
landmark. 

Interior Menominee Hospital Chapel. Menominee, MI

State of the Art Monitors at the Time3rd Floor Maternity Ward

OUR BUILDING HISTORY
1891 1950 1985 2008

Still serving the community after all these years

1110 10th Ave, Menominee, MI 49858
906-863-3300 

harborscommunity.com

Out for Walk 

Exercising

We Love Our Pets
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