Remembering Steve
Ciccantelli

Family, coworkers reflect on life of
former Daily News publisher
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W EST BEND — Retired
W estBend Daily New s Pub-
lisher and Vice President of
Sales Stephen “Steve” Cic-
cantelli, 68, passed aw ay on
June 15.As an active com -
munity member, fam ily
m em bers and coworkers
have fond m em ories of Cic-
cantelli.

“Iwould describe Steve as
having a wonderful sense of
hum or, being very intelli-
gent, driven, professional
and fair — people used to
say those words,” said his
w ife, Angie Ciccantelli.

“It is hard to sum m arize
my father and our relation-
ship in just a few short
words.Hewasmy first Iove.
M y protector. M y provider.
My everything.He wasmy
shoulder to cry on, my ear
when I needed som eone to
listen, m y rock when Ineed-
ed strength ,” said hisdaugh-
ter, A lyssa Rose.

In 1993, Ciccantelli was
first diagnosed w ith cancer
and diagnosed w ith various
form s of it in the follow ing
years. A ltogether, C iccantel-
1i ught five different form s
of cancer.

He received a bone m ar-
row transplantin 2004.

A fter being cancer-free for
15 years, he developed lung
cancer in 2019.

Ciccantelli was deter-
m ined to attend all of his
daughter’s life m ilestones,
like kindergarten, high
school, college, her w edding
and the birth of his grand-
son .

“He taught me how to
drive a boat. He taught m e
my left from my right.He
taught me to stand up for
m yself and fight for what I
believe in.He taughtm e so
m any valuable things in life
and Iam so glad that I got
him for a teacher” said
Rose. “I cannot put into
words how much Im isshis
sm iling face and contagious
laugh. He will be greatly
m issed butnot forgotten ”

In the late 1980s, C iccantel-
1i started his career w ith
Conley Publishing G roup at
the Beaver Dam Daily Citi-
zen, working in sales and
advertising.H e w orked w ith
FounderJam esConley Jr.as
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Angie and Steve Ciccantelli enjoyed spending time at their
lake house on Chain O Lakes in Waupaca. Steve Ciccantelli
was an avid boater and loved going to the house, where the
couple entertained friends and family.

the com pany acquired publi-
cations.

“I worked for and with
Steve for m any years. I'll
alw ays rem em ber that he
had a quip for just about
everything,” said Regional
Advertising D irector Jim
Baum gart. "W hen he want-
ed m e to give carefulconsid-
eration to som ething, Iwas
to noodle around w ith it’ for
a while. But, whatever I
decided, ‘T shouldn't throw
the baby out w ith the bath-
w ater.”

Baum gart said Ciccantelli
w as tenacious.

"He cam e to work every
day, did his job and m ade no
excuses, no m atter how he
felt. Tadm ired him for that,
how hepersevered,and how
hard he fought for things he
believed in,” he said.

Ciccantelli enjoyed travel-
ing and boating at the fam i-
ly’s lake hom e on Chain O
Lakes in W aupaca.

“That's Steve’s love,” said
Angie Ciccantelli. “H e loved
going there.He loved enter-

taining, hosting many
friends and fam ily”
They hosted fam ily

reunions at the lake hom e.
Ciccantelli w as also fond of
his pontoon boat, which he
was able to take out a few

tim es this year.

Hewasan avidM ilw aukee
Brewers and Green Bay
Packers fan and attended
Super Bowl XXXI in New
Orleans to see the Packers
take hom e the Lom bardi
T rophy.

A flerw orking in thenew s-
paper industry, Ciccantelli
felt the im portance of com -
m unity involvem ent.

He was a m em ber of the
Rotary Club of W est Bend,
helping facilitate Enchant-
ment in the Park, Seafood
Fest at Regner Park and
steak fries.

One of the couple’s close
friends was the co<hair of
the Jewish Comm unity
Food Pantry in M ilw aukee.

“Even at Easter tim e, he
said, Let's give to the Jew -
ish Food Pantry,” said Angie
Ciccantelli.

In deu & flowers, he &m -
ily requested that donations
bem ade to the Jew ish Com -
munity Food Pantry and
Am erican Cancer Society
Research.

A M ass of Christdan Buri-
alwas held last week at St.
Francis Borgia Church in
Cedarburg.

A public celebration of
Ciccantelli’s life w illbe held
in 2021.





