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THE TEMPERATURE WAS AT five below at 10 a.m. Tuesday, but it is forecast to be at 20 below 
by Wednesday with wind chills at 40 below as the temperatures drop following the six inches of snow 
the area received early Monday morning. 				     —photo by Carlton DeWitt

GLENWOOD CITY— After 
seeing the progress of a majority of 
last year’s kindergarten students, 
Glenwood City Elementary has 
been using the Osmos programs 
and applications (by Hemisphere 
Games) loaded onto the classroom 
iPads in the first grade.

The Osmos are a unique gaming 
accessory for the iPad, iPhone, 
and Fire tablets, that enables 
digital and physical play at the 
same time. Most Osmo games are 
designed for ages 5-11, with the 
exception of Monster for ages 4-11 
and Coding Duo for ages 7-11.

The Osmos are outfitted 
with basic word, math, coding, 
and drawing applications for 
students to use in order to work 
on their use of physics and motion, 
problem solving, angles and facial 
recognition.

Carly Kittilson, Paige Pax, and 
Jen Wannemacher each explained 
how their first grade students 
have been doing with each of the 
tools provided.

“It’s helping them to problem 
solve, along with critical thinking,” 
said Kittilson.

But with each student it varies 
on which application they prefer, 
but the teachers agreed that for 
the students more into art, they 
are drawn to the drawing app, 
math students enjoy the number 
app, and there are some who enjoy 
all of the programs including the 
literacy and coding apps.

Each of the first grade teachers 
also agreed that with the use of the 

Osmos in the class room, some of 
the students who tend to struggle 
with the fine tuned motor skills 
are now adopting what they learn 
on the programs to their studies 
that each teacher is giving them 
individually.

“They have a tendency to 
recall what they learned with the 
Osmos and apply it to what we are 
teaching them on a daily bases,” 
Pax explained.

Each teacher has worked the 
time in for when the students 
are able to use the programs 
throughout the day, Kittilson 
said, noting in her classroom the 
students know it will happen at 
fifth rotation or during free time 
as long as they take turns using 
the iPads.

Each student spends 15-20 
minutes on whichever application 
they bring up before having to let 
a classmate take a turn.

One thing the teachers have 
noticed is that with the use of the 
coding application it is gearing 
the first graders up for jobs in 
a computer based job in their 
futures.

“I know when I was in school 
we never had any classes that 
taught this,” Pax said. “But with 
how technology is such a pressing 
matter now days, it’s good for them 
to be learning now.”

Before the teachers received 
the Osmos in the classrooms, 
Glenwood City Elementary 
only had two on campus in the 
Innovation Lab. But with the 

success of the program, the school 
decided to slowly integrate them 
into the classrooms.

Jen Wannemacher said she 
received the ones for her room 
before the end of the 2017-18 
school year and was able to take 
an iPad home over the summer to 
practice with it.

“I wanted to play with it more, 
but I didn’t have a lot of time,” 
Wannemacher said. “But honestly 
I learn from watching the students 
with them. They seem to know 
what they are doing even without 
instructions.”

“We had received a TEACH 
grant two years ago,”  said 
principal Betsy Haltinner. “We 
put a committee together to 
identify ways to integrate learning 
technologies into our curriculum 
and instruction.”

“The committee discovered the 
Osmos as well as several other 
instructional tools that have 
been added to the Innovation Lab 
including: Robotics, 3D printers, 
Virtual Reality Goggles, and 
Electronics. Additionally the lab 
has Chromebooks and iPads 
available for students, Haltinner 
explained.

Glenwood City Elementary was 
able to purchase the remaining 
Osmos after receiving a donation 
from Xcel Energy in the amount 
of $1000, which was approved at 
the October 22 Board of Education 
meeting.

Osmos enhancing learning at Glenwood City

GLENWOOD CITY — District 
Administrator Tim Johnson 
addressed the school board 
Monday evening about a couple of 
concerns about the current school 
budget and the budget for the next 
school year.

First he noted that the January 
pupil count indicated that there 
were 719 children of school age 
in the district, “the same count as 
in September,” he told the board. 
“But that does not mean that we 
have 719 in the school.” 

A couple of issues are affecting 
the budget. One was a “bus issue” 
and the other is open enrollment.

Johnson said that the district 
has purchased a 15 passenger bus, 
but is also looking to purchase a 
used bus. “There are a lot of buses 
for sale, but it’s hard to find a good 
bus,” Johnson said.

The Glenwood City School 
district has experienced a loss 
of revenue because of open 
enrollment. Johnson indicated 
that the district has had more 
students opting out than those 
coming into the district for a 
number of years. Currently, 
Johnson said, “there are 30 more 
students opting out than coming 
in, and that amounts to almost 
a quarter of a million dollar cost 
to the school district.” Another 
budget item that the district 
has to contend with is the cost 
of medical insurance. “We spend 

close to a million dollars on health 
insurance, not quite, but close,” he 
informed the board.

Board member Chuck Draxler 
addressed the board about a 
couple of items including the 
scholarship that the board 
controls. After addressing a couple 
of the scholarships, he came to the 
Russell Meyer Scholarship and 
moved that the board approved 
awarding 11 scholarships this year 
with each being worth $1,500.

D r a x l e r  a l s o  a d d r e s s e d 
the school’s weight room and 
requested that the open hours be 
clearly posted so that community 
members were aware of the open 
schedule. He also noted that at 
present there are only five or six 
community members using the 
weight room, but that number will 
grow during the spring months, 
he noted.

Dr. Lisa Kaiser, Lori Klinger, 
C h u c k  D r a x l e r  a n d  S a l l y 
Standaert all attended the national 
Wisconsin Association of School 
Board Convention on January 
23-25 in Milwaukee, Draxler 
had been voted to represent the 
Glenwood City school district in 
an earlier board meeting to vote 
on policies.

Middle/High school principal, 
Patrick Gretzlock,  brought 
forth a recognition of the high 
school honors band and choir, 
mentioning that 52 students and 

two instructors attended the Dunn 
- St. Croix event held on January 
26 in Durand. Gretzlock was 
impressed with the dedication and 
accomplishments the band and 
choir have made this school year.

The Board of Education also 
approved the upcoming calendar 
for the 2019-20 school year with 
graduation taking place on May 
23.

During the meeting the Board 
of Education:

•	 Approved a $500 donation 
from Tyler Doornink to the 
Technology Club.

•	 Approved a donation of $348 
from Boxtops for Education for the 
GCE PTC.

•	 Approved Board Policy 533.3 
Co-Curricular Vacancies and Job 
Descriptions.

•	 Approved Extra and Co-
Curricular Handbook/Letter of 
Assignment – Section 1.01 – 
Personnel and Negotiations.

•	 Approved individual teacher 
contract with inclusion of certain 
co-curricular positions – personnel 
and negotiations.

•	 Approved District – issued 
scholarships and amounts.

•	 Approved the  2019-20 
calendar.

The Glenwood City Board of 
Education will meet again on 
February 11 with a committee 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. followed by a 
board meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Bus issues and open enrollment
causes budget concerns for school

By LeAnn R. Ralph
COLFAX  —  As many readers 

may already be aware, Cara 
Dempski, the former sports, 
feature and news reporter for 
the Glenwood City Tribune Press 
Reporter, suffered a massive 
stroke in December.

Cara left the Tribune to take 
a job with two newspapers in the 
southern part of the state last 
March.

On Friday, December 21, she 
was covering a car accident for 
the newspapers where she is 
employed.

A Jefferson County Sheriff's 
Department deputy recognized 
she was experiencing a medical 
emergency, put her in his squad 
car and took her to the hospital in 
Fort Atkinson.

Cara had suffered a massive 
stroke.

At Fort Atkinson, they stabilized 
Cara and then transferred her to 
St. Mary's hospital in Madison. 

The  doctors  at  Madison 
determined they needed to do 
emergency surgery to relieve the 
pressure on her brain.

As the doctors told her parents, 
Bob and Linda Dempski of Elk 
Mound, if they did not perform 
the surgery, Cara would not live 
another 24 hours.

Cara came through the surgery, 
and while she could not talk 
because of a breathing tube, 
she was able to sign letters to 
communicate with her mom and 
dad.

As it turned out, the stroke had 
paralyzed the left side of Cara's 
body.

Once the breathing tube was 
out, she was able to talk to her 
parents and to the medical staff 
at the hospital.

Cara's medical condition 
was touch and go for a while. 
She developed pneumonia, 
prompting the doctors to perform 
a tracheotomy, and with the trach 
tube in, she could no longer talk 
— an enormously frustrating 
situation, as you can imagine.

It is now more than a month 
la ter,  and  Cara  has  been 
transferred to a rehabilitation 
facility in Waukesha.

The tracheotomy tube is out.
And miracle of miracles, she is 

talking and eating. She also has 
retained her sense of humor. And 
she is working hard at physical 
therapy, occupational therapy and 
speech therapy. 

For those who know Cara, you 
will remember she has a head of 
thick, dark, beautiful, luxurious 
hair.

When the neurosurgeons 
performed brain surgery, they 
were able to shave a narrow spot 
along her skull to do the surgery so 
that her thick, dark hair remains.

One day last week, Cara left a 
voicemail at the Messenger office. 
Unfortunately, I was not in the 
office at the time, but it was so 
good to hear her voice that this 
reporter, I am not ashamed to 
admit, cried. She wanted to say 
“hello” and find out how we were 
getting along at the Messenger.

I have also been able to text 
messages back and forth with her.

Along the way, Cara has also 
started to be able to move her left 
leg. She has not had movement in 
her left arm or hand yet  — but the 
therapists believe that movement 
will come eventually.

As of Friday, January 25, Cara 
was able to pull herself up on the 
parallel bars and stand on her own 
for four minutes.

Four minutes!
The therapists are hoping to 

use an exoskeleton soon to help 
her start walking again.

Cara says her goal is to leave 
the rehab facility “under her own 
power.”

If you are interested in following 
Cara's progress, a Caring Bridge 
website has been set up for her. A 
Go Fund Me page also has been 
set up to assist with medical 
expenses.

Cara would love to hear from 
former readers in Colfax, Elk 
Mound, Glenwood City, Boyceville, 
Downing and Wheeler, too.

As I think we are all aware, we 
never know when any of us may 
need a kind word or a message of 
encouragement. 

I have Cara's permission to 
publish her address, and you can 
write to her at — Cara Dempski; 
P r o H e a l t h  R e h a b i l i t a t i o n 
Hospital of Wisconsin, Rm. 
202;1625 Coldwater Creek Drive, 
Waukesha, WI 53188.

I also have Cara's permission 
to publish her cell number, and 
you can send her a text at 1-715-
523-2851.

Former Tribune reporter, Cara Dempski, 
is recovering from massive stroke

On Wednesday, January 23, 
2019, at about 1 :40 am, the 
St. Croix County Emergency 
Communications Center received 
a 911 call from a motorist advising 
there was a vehicle that appeared 
to have crashed into a tree in the 
north ditch of County Road H, 
just west of County Road T. This 
location is in Stanton Township, 
St. Croix County. The caller did 
not witness the crash, and was 
unsure of how long the vehicle had 
been there.

St. Croix County Sheriff ’s 
Deputies arrived and located a 
2011 GMC Denali crew cab pickup, 
with severe damage to the front of 
the vehicle.

In the driver ’s seat of the 

vehicle was Mark D. Scribner, 
age 49, of Deer Park, WI. He was 
pronounced dead at the scene 
by the St. Croix County Medical 
Examiner’s Office. He was not 
wearing a seatbelt.

This incident remains under 
invest igat ion ,  and  we  are 
continuing to piece together 
the time line of events prior to 
this crash. If anyone has any 
information, please contact 
Investigator Jim Mikla at (715) 
381-4319. Assisting the St. Croix 
County Sheriff ’s Office at the scene 
were: New Richmond Fire & EMS, 
Deer Park First Responders, New 
Richmond Police Department, 
and the St. Croix County Medical 
Examiner.

One dead in crash in Stanton Township

FACIAL RECOGNITION — Oslo Teigen (in camo), Monti Fry (in black) and Carter Loida (in red) spend 
a few minutes of their free time in Mrs. Wannemacher’s first grade class on the Osmo Learning Program. 
Each student gets 15-20 minutes at a time with the iPad and Osmo program.  —photo by Amber Hayden


