
Ashland, The Daily Press 09/26/2018

September 27, 2018 8:58 pm / 

Copy Reduced to 62% from original to fit letter page


MAILING LABEL ONLY

Ashland      Daily PressAshland      Daily Press

Little Rock Nine
How school integration was 
refl ected in 1957 Daily Press, 2A

Oredockers brace
for potent T-Birds
Homecoming game set for Friday, 1B

OBITUARIES: 6A

 > Allan R. Brunner: 
Middleton

 > Cory Ford: 
Waterloo, Iowa

Area Events ......................................7A
Classifi eds ...................................6-10B
Comics ...............................................5B 
Bayfi eld County News............. 10-11A
Dear Abby .........................................7A
Food ................................................. 12A
Talk Around Town .......................... 4A
Meetings .......................................... 6A
Community.................................. 6-9A
News .......................2, 3, 5, 12A, 11-12B
Sports ............................................ 1-4B

INDEX

WHAT’S INSIDE

 > Jurors deliberating 
in case of slain Rusk 
County deputy: News, 11B

 > You get a tractor!: 
News, 3A 

 > It’s all about art - doll 
and fi ber - in Bayfi eld 
County: 
News, 10-11A 

 > Castle Guards 
dominate Mercer in IC 
volleyball: Sports, 1B

 > NC women’s soccer 
features homegrown 
talent: Sports, 3B

VOL. 142 - NO. 0186 © 2015
(USPS/340-240)

$1.25

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2018  ASHLANDDAILYPRESS.NET

ASHLAND FIVE-DAY FORECAST: 5A

HIGH

58
LOW

49
HIGH

59
LOW

39
HIGH

52
LOW

34
HIGH

51
LOW

38
HIGH

53
LOW

41

Today Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

Today’s smile of the day
Deb Guerin, 
Ashland

Brought to you 
by GreenBranch 
Dental
715-682-2396

Local author 
releases new 
‘Great Lakes 
Water Wars’ 
edition
BY CLAIRE DUQUETTE
For the Ashland Daily Press

It is diffi cult to look 
across the awe-inspiring 
Lake Superior expanse 
and think of seeing not 
cold, clear water but a 
barren, sand-fi lled basin. 
It seems a scenario only 
possible in a post-apoca-
lyptic work of fi ction, yet 
across the globe there 
are communities once 
dependent on a precious 
freshwater lake that have 
been decimated by ill-
conceived water diver-
sion projects.

For those living in 
the Great Lakes basin, 
protecting and conserv-
ing the 20 percent of 
the world’s fresh water 
sitting on a collective 
doorstep spanning eight 
states and two Canadian 
provinces could seem an 
impossible task. Yet, the 
framework to do just that 
is provided by the Great 
Lakes Compact.

Peter Annin, co-di-
rector of 
the Mary 
Griggs Burke 
Center for 
Freshwater 
Innovation 
at Northland 

College, fi rst 
made the amazing story 
of the compact available 
in a concise, dynamic 
way in 2006 with the pub-
lication of “The Great 
Lakes Water Wars.”

A veteran journalist 
with a career spent cov-
ering domestic terror-
ism for Newsweek before 
turning his focus to en-
vironmental journalism, 
Annin has now released 
a revised and updated 
version of this landmark 
publication. The 2018 
edition, which dovetails 
with the 10-year anniver-
sary of George W. Bush 
signing the compact into 
law, includes chapters on 
climate change, regional 
water diversions, and 
even the proposed Fox-
conn project.

Remarkably, Annin’s 
revised book broke the 
news that the southern 
Wisconsin community of 
Pleasant Prairie was able 
quietly to use a Great 

Annin
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Local residents question 
new power line route
Second open house 
set today
BY RICK OLIVO
rolivo@ashlanddailypress.net

Some Bayfi eld Peninsula 
residents again are protest-
ing plans for a new power line 
that they fear will harm the 
area’s natural beauty or have 
environmental consequences 
for residents.

Xcel Energy wants to build a 
new 34.5 kilovolt electric line 
from a projected new substa-
tion four miles west of Ash-
land to another new substa-
tion near Pikes Creek, about 
two miles west of Bayfi eld.

While many area residents 
agree with the need to beef up 
existing electric service, they 
disagree on how to go about it.

A citizen’s group called Bay-
fi eld Peninsula Energy Alter-
natives formed when Xcel En-
ergy announced its proposals 
last August, and it has pushed 
the power company to run the 
new line along the same route 
as an existing line.

“We are looking, from the 
community perspective, for 
the best possible solution for 
the solution that Xcel is trying 
to deal with,” said Roy Settgas, 
a spokesman for the group. 
“We couldn’t understand why 
they needed a new line when 
they already had a right of way 
through the community that 
by and large doesn’t go that 
much through residential ar-
eas. And it is already there.”

Xcel offi cials say the ad-
ditional line is needed to 
augment the existing single 
34.5-kilovolt transmission line 
that was built between 1957 

and 1971. They say the addi-
tional line will help the com-
pany address low power sup-
plies that come during peak 
usage times and will be more 
reliable.

Keeping the lights on
Xcel and its customers es-

sentially have two alterna-
tives: a line that would run 
across public and private land 

west of Washburn or a line 
that would be built parallel to 
Xcel’s existing lines that power 
the peninsula.

The fi rst promises to be 
more reliable — a single tree 
falling during a storm couldn’t 
knock out all power to the 
area, for example — but the 
second would be less disrup-

Twenty years and 2.3 million visitors
Northern Great 
Lakes Visitor Center 
marks two decades

BY RICK OLIVO
rolivo@ashlanddailypress.net

When the $7 million North-
ern Great Lakes Visitor Center 
opened its doors just west of 
Ashland in 1998, conditions 
were — to say the least — 
somewhat Spartan.

“There was a card table, a 
pair of folding chairs and a 
couple of senior citizen vol-
unteers with a few brochures 
to greet the visitors,” recalls 
former Visitor Center Director 
Steve Hoecker. 

Fast-forward 20 years.
The Center today is a vi-

brant central location to fi nd 
out about the wonders of the 
northern Great Lakes coun-
try, with representatives of 
the U.S. Forest Service, the 

National Park Service, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the 
Wisconsin Historical Society, 
the University of Wisconsin – 
Extension and the Friends of 
the Center Alliance all under 
one roof, ready to help locals 
and tourists alike.

The center boasts the Mar-
tin Hanson theatre, perma-
nent and temporary exhibits, 
an historical mural of the hu-

man history of the Lake Supe-
rior country, an observation 
tower fi ve stories above the 
ground, boardwalks, ponds 
and much more. 

That card table has grown 
into a site which hosts visit-
ing politicians, educational 
seminars, nature talks and 
more. Over the past two de-

Meet the author
Author Peter Annin will 
be talking about the new 
release of his book, “The 
Great Lakes Water Wars,” at 
4 p.m. Friday at the Sigurd 
Olson Environmental In-
stitute, Northland College, 
Ashland.

XCEL ENERGY GRAPHIC
An Xcel Energy graphic outlines the two potential routes and bypass 
options that Xcel plans to present to the Wisconsin Public Service Com-
mission to construct an additional 34.5 kilovolt line to the northern 
part of Bayfi eld County. The company says both plans have advantages 
and challenges.

FILE PHOTO
The Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center celebrates its 20th Anniversary 
with a variety of diff erent activities. 
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Forecast for Wednesday, Sept. 26Forecast for Wednesday, Sept. 26

Northwest Wisconsin Weather

NORTHLAND WEATHER

WEDNESDAY: Partly sunny. Highs in the mid 50s. 
West wind 5 to 10 mph...except west 15 to 25 mph 
near Lake Superior.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT: Partly cloudy in the 
evening, then mostly cloudy with a 50 percent 
chance of light rain after midnight. Lows in the 40s. 
Southwest wind 5 to 15 mph with gusts to around 
35 mph.

THURSDAY: Mostly cloudy. Light rain likely in the 
morning, then a chance of light rain and a slight 
chance of thunderstorms in the afternoon. Highs 
in the mid to upper 50s. Southwest wind 10 to 15 
mph. Gusts up to 30 mph in the morning. Chance of 
precipitation 60 percent.

THURSDAY NIGHT: Mostly cloudy with a 20 
percent chance of light rain. Lows 35 to 41.

FRIDAY: Mostly sunny with a 20 percent chance of 
light rain. Highs in the lower 50s.

FRIDAY NIGHT: Partly cloudy. Widespread frost. 
Lows 29 to 35.

SATURDAY: Partly sunny. Highs in the upper 40s.

SATURDAY NIGHT: Decreasing clouds. Areas of 
frost. Lows 30 to 36.

SUNDAY: Partly sunny with a 20 percent chance 
of rain. Highs in the lower 50s.

SUNDAY NIGHT: Cloudy with a 40 percent chance 
of rain. Lows near 40.

MONDAY: Cloudy with a 50 percent chance of rain. 
Highs in the lower to mid 50s.

FROM PAGE 1A

Annin:

FROM PAGE 1A

Visitor
Center:

CONTRIBUTED BY NORTHLAND 
COLLEGE

The revised and updated 
version of “The Great Lakes 
Water Wars” by Peter Annin, 
published by Island Press, is 
available at Apostle Islands 
Booksellers in Bayfi eld, or 
directly from Island Press at 
www.islandpress.org.

RICK OLIVO/STAFF PHOTO
Visitor Center staff  members man the main desk near its entrance. In addition to housing of-
fi ces for the fi ve organizations that share the building, the center provides a wealth of local 
information, exhibits, murals and other educational opportunities.

RICK OLIVO/STAFF PHOTO
Visitors learn about the history and heritage of Lake Supe-
rior, such as the tales of the voyageurs and mining the re-
gion’s iron ore, at the Northern Great Lakes Visitor Center’s 
exhibit hall. 

cades, fl ocks of visitors 
have stopped in to fi nd 
out where to go, what 
to visit, and to discover 
what makes this area so 
special — more than 2.3 
million of them.

But none of that hap-
pened by mistake or 
overnight — a fact that 
staff will recall Saturday 
at the building’s 20th an-
niversary celebration.

All signs point north
The Northern Great 

Lakes Visitor Center took 
years of planning, lobby-
ing and hard work to bring 
into being, all at a time 
when government was 
loathe to expend funds on 
any new projects.

“There really was a 

whole host of people who 
just took this project and 
ran with it,” Hoecker said. 

The project’s genesis 
can be traced back to 
the 1980s when citizens 
from Ashland and Bay-
fi eld counties gathered 
to discuss building a new 
visitor center, resulting 
in Ashland County Ad-
ministrator Tom Kieweg 
and his Bayfi eld County 
counterpart Tom Gordon 
requesting the University 
of Wisconsin to conduct 
a feasibility study. 

In 1988, U.S. Rep. Dave 
Obey of Wausau secured 
a $50,000 grant to com-
plete the study, and the 
resulting report helped 
to convince Congress of 
the project’s importance. 
The site, just west of the 
Highway 13-Highway 2 
intersection, was pur-
chased in 1990 aft er the 
government considered 
105 locations, and con-
struction on the 37,000 
square foot building be-
gan.

The project was not 
without controversy, 
even locally.

“There were a number 
of people who thought 
we were just wasting 
money,” Hoecker said. 

That viewpoint be-
came evident one night 
when a sign announcing 
the site for the center 
had its wooden legs cut 
off with a chain saw. No 
one was ever apprehend-
ed for the vandalism.

A local focal point
Despite the naysayers, 

the site has proven to 
have crucial importance 
for the area.

“Before the center, we 
had no focal point. Those 

who were in favor of the 
project were saying, ‘We 
should have something 
to promote this area, 
its tourism, history and 
heritage,’” Hoecker said. 
“Now it is very gratifying 
to see what the center 
has done for tourism, for 
public lands.”

Perhaps most remark-
able is the fact that the 
Center serves as operat-
ing spaces for fi ve state 
and federal agencies, all 
of which contribute to 
its upkeep and mainte-
nance. 

“That kind of coopera-
tion over a 20 year period 
is unheard of,” said Jason 
Maloney, who directed 
the center for eight years 
before retiring last De-
cember.  “And it’s still 
going strong, even when 
there are tough budget 
cycles.”

Maloney said that dur-
ing his tenure he acted 
less as a director and 
more as a facilitator.

“I wasn’t directing any-
thing. I was helping peo-
ple attain great things, 
helping them to realize 
their capabilities, and 
they did.”

That reality is one of 
the things that makes the 
center unique, Maloney 
said.

“People are working 
there for the common 
good of the community, 
and how many people 
can say that? At the visi-
tor center, that is what 
goes on.”

Bayfi eld County Tour-
ism Director Mary Motiff 
said one of the center’s 
most important functions 
is to draw people off the 
highway and make them 
consider the Chequa-

megon Bay country.
“You would be sur-

prised how many people 
don’t realize all there is 
to see and do in this area, 
until they stop there and 
start talking to the staff,” 
she said.

Motiff said the Center, 
with its variety of pro-
graming, meeting rooms, 
exhibits, and historical 
archives, is just as valu-
able to locals who can 
schedule events for their 
organization’s members, 
listen to speakers and 
take advantage of the fa-
cility’s other attractions.

The Center continues 
to transform for the fu-
ture. In 2017, the federal 
government provided 
$2.4 million for repairs 
and energy upgrades that 
included insulation, new 
siding and solar panels 
that now provide 42 per-
cent of the structure’s 
energy needs. Improved 
lighting, installed at the 
same time as the solar 
project, means that the 
facility now saves about 
50 percent on its overall 
electric bill.

“Not only does it look 
good from the outside, 
but it is now energy effi -
cient, one that can be run 
very far into the future,” 
said Maloney. “When 
they have the ribbon-
cutting for it this Satur-
day, people will see that a 
20-year-old building has 
been turned into a state-
of-the-art showplace for 
energy effi ciency.”

Maloney said the Visi-
tor Center remains rele-
vant to the communities 
it serves.

“It is an engine for the 
economic well being of 
the area. It gets people 

acquainted with the area, 
and it sends them out to 
area merchants and to 
public lands,” he said.

In a 2013 study, the 
University of Wisconsin-
Extension determined 
that visitors who fre-
quent the center spend 
between $5 million and 
$6 million annually in 
the Chequamegon Bay 
Area, making the center 
an engine of rural eco-
nomic development.

“It really has become 
the place that people en-
visioned for a partner-
ship,” said interim center 
director Teresa Maday. 
“We offer so many pro-
grams. It is pretty in-

credible what we have 
achieved in 20 years. It’s 
just amazing.”

“The Visitor Center is 
a great success story,” 
agreed Chequamegon-
Nicolet National Forest 
Service supervisor Paul 
Strong. “We have such a 
unique partnership that 
operates the Visitor Cen-
ter, which has played a 
key role in its success. 
The partners we have 
today are the same part-
ners that have been with 
us from the beginning. 
We are tremendously 
thankful that they have 
been with us for the last 
20 years and look for-
ward to the next 20.”

Lakes Compact loophole 
to divert far more water 
than anyone outside that 
community realized.

Annin said the germ 
of an idea for this book 
came in 1998, when he 
was still on the News-
week staff. The Nova 
Group, a Canadian enter-
prise, hatched the idea of 
fi lling tankers with wa-
ter from Lake Superior 
and taking it to Asia to 
sell to thirsty countries 
for a profi t. The Inter-
national Joint Commis-
sion, a multi-national 
body charged with mak-
ing recommendations on 
policy affecting Canada 
and the United States, 
held a public hearing 
on the proposal in Chi-
cago that Annin covered. 
What the IJC heard was a 
resounding “no.”

“There were fi sher-
men, lawyers, hard-hat 
workers and soccer 
moms there,” Annin 
recalled in a recent in-
terview. “There was a 
tremendous diversity of 

people. It was the fi rst 
time I saw the Great 
Lakes community come 
out, sit in one room and 
testify on behalf of the 
Great Lakes in a passion-
ate and emotional way.”

Annin thought there 
was a bigger story about 
the Great Lakes to be told 
than just reporting on a 
single proposal. 

“But I parked the idea,” 
he said.

Two years later he left  
Newsweek to run an en-
vironmental journalism 
program, just about the 
same time as the idea of 
the Great Lakes Compact 
was being developed.

“I could see that the 
public — and even jour-
nalists — were really 
struggling to wrap their 
heads around the issue,” 
Annin said. “I thought, 
‘Someone has to write 
this book.’”

Bringing his reporter’s 
tenacity for research and 
writer’s skill to the book, 
Annin put the Great 
Lakes Compact into his-
torical context, clearly 
explaining why the com-
pact was necessary and 
how it came to be.

In the new edition, 

which he has worked on 
since coming to North-
land College three years 
ago, Annin looks at what 
has happened in the 
decade since the com-
pact became law, and 
he looks forward toward 
new challenges that 
will test the strength of 
the international agree-
ment.

“There have been two 
water diversions — New 
Berlin and Waukesha; 
climate change has be-
come increasing rel-
evant in many commu-
nities; and Asian carp 
are closing in on Lake 
Michigan,” Annin said. 
“So much has happened 
that this edition of the 
book is almost like a new 
book.”

Despite the challenges 
he sees ahead for the 
Great Lakes and pres-
sures that the compact 
may face, Annin says the 
fact the compact exists is 
remarkable.

“Thanks to the adop-
tion of the Great Lakes 
Compact, the basin has 
never been safer from 
the threat of long-range, 
large-scale water diver-
sion,” he said. “That 

doesn’t mean we can be 
complacent. This water 
body will be a magnet 
for attention, we need to 
continue to be vigilant 
and make sure water 
use remains sustainable 
and corners aren’t cut in 
a way we end up regret-
ting later. But the com-
pact is quite strong, and 
the more it gets tested, 
the stronger is should be-
come.”

20th anniversary 
activities Saturday 
8:30 a.m Register for 
Public Lands Day activity
9:00-9:45 p.m. Cable 
Natural History Museum 
activity
10 a.m.–noon Snap-a-thon 
10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wisconsin 
Historical Society Archive 
open house
10a.m. - 4p.m. Art Contest, 
“Inspired by the Visitor 
Center”
11 a.m. Junior Ranger activity 
with prizes
11a.m.-noon Wisconsin 
State Parks author Scott 
Spoolman book signing in 
theater
Noon Theater seat donor 
recognition 
11 a.m.-1 p.m. face painting
11:30 a.m. Presentation by 
Kelly Meredith, mural artist
12-12:45 p.m. Guided 
boardwalk hike
12:30 p.m. Presentation by 
Kelly Meredith, mural artist
1 p.m. Energy exhibit ribbon 
cutting
1:30 p.m. Birthday cake
2 p.m. Junior Ranger activity 
with prizes
Author Sam Thayer book 
signing and activity on 
foraging
3-3:45 p.m. Guided 
boardwalk hike
4:30 p.m. Art contest 
awards
7-9 p.m. Who Goes Bump in 
the Night

Activities throughout the 
Day: 
Smokey Bear
Scavenger Hunts
Slideshow
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