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Section B

Residents tell officials to fight microchip plant

By KRISTYN HALBIG ZIEHM
Ozaukee Press staff

PORT WASHINGTON - A crowd of
about 20 residents from the Town of Port
Washington and surrounding area asked
town officials Monday what they and the
town can do to stop a semiconductor manu-
facturer from buying up vast swaths of land
in the town to build a sprawling semicon-
ductor manufacturing facility.

“Are there plans to have a town meeting
for citizens to get more direction, to come
up with a game plan?” asked Matt Gaulke,
3185 Green Bay Rd. “Can we make it hard-

B They say semiconductor facility would destroy Town of

Port but officials caution they may be helpless to stop project

er for them? It will change what we are.

“It’s not just going to be that 1,000 acres
(affected). It’s going to be to the north, the
south, the east and west — it will affect
everyone. Are we worried the town won’t
really be the town anymore?”

A woman asked if the town officials
have the power to fight a facility like this.

“Are we talking to the right people to ob-
ject to this?” she asked. “This is going on a

month already, and you’re just letting it fly

by.”

She noted that a facility like the one resi-
dents believe could be built would change

the town immeasurably.

“This is pollution. It’s the light — from
my farm, I can see Charter Steel’s lights,”
she said, adding there’s also noise pollution.
“I do live in the country, and I want it to stay

this way.”
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STAFF MEMBERS OF OZAUKEE COUNTY’S Adult Protective Services office gathered on Grand Avenue Monday with a collection of colorful pinwheels
to mark World Elder Abuse Awareness Day on June 15. Each pinwheel represents one of the 435 elder abuse referrals received by their office in 2023, up

20% from 2022. Pictured (from left) are Sabrina Gleason, Lauren Peterson, Julie Schlehlein and Katie McCormick.
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der abuse referrals jump 20%

B County with one of the oldest populations in state shines light on problem that in
more than half the cases is the result of self neglect; financial exploitation also a concern

By DAN BENSON
Ozaukee Press staff

It’s no secret that Ozaukee County
is aging. And with that, elder abuse is
increasing, figures show.

The county is already one of the state’s
oldest, with 20% of the county population
already over 65. And it’s getting older.

Julie Schlehlein, Ozaukee County’s
adult protective services supervisor in the
county’s Human Services Department
said the number of elder abuse referrals
increased to 435 in 2023, a 20% jump in
just one year.

“It’s been going up every year for some
time,” she said.

In recognition of June 15 being World
Elder Abuse Recognition Day, she and

her staff mounted 435 pinwheels in the
planter wall on Grand Avenue in down-
town Port Washington next to the county
Administration Center’s parking lot.

And those referrals only include
individuals who live at home. Abuse cases
in nursing homes and other facilities are
followed up by the state, not the county.

Elder abuse takes many forms, she
said.

“Over 50% is self-neglect. Individuals
who perhaps because of mental or physi-
cal changes are struggling to take care of
themselves,” she said.

Another common, and growing, problem
is financial exploitation of seniors, account-
ing for about 20% of her office’s cases.

“Sometimes those cases are related to

someone the individual trusts, like a family
member or a friend, but we’re also seeing
more scams online, romance scams, crypto
currency, those kinds of things,” she said.

In all, she said $2.5 million in scams of
local seniors were reported to her office.

“We had an outrageous year last year
with financial scams just reported to Adult
Protective Services,” she said.

“I’m sure law enforcement had many
more cases that we didn’t hear about.”

Seniors are a prime target of scam art-
ists, she said.

“They’re very good at their job. They
prey directly on seniors and then they sell
their information and people don’t always
recognize they’ve been scammed.”

See Elder abuse on page 158

If the semiconductor manufacturer buys
the land but doesn’t build the plant, it will
still make that area vulnerable to other de-
velopment, another woman pointed out.

“The opening will be there,”
said.

“Will you and the board show any re-
sistance to this?” one man asked Town
Chairman Mike Didier.

“Right now, I think there would be resis-
tance,” Didier said.

But, he cautioned, that doesn’t mean the
town can stop the development.

See Semiconductors on page 48

Split council

decides to
proceed with

$35M safety
building

B Some aldermen say
cost of combined police,
fire station too high to
foist on Port taxpayers

By KRISTYN HALBIG ZIEHM

Ozaukee Press staff

PORT WASHINGTON - By a nar-
row vote Tuesday, the Port Washington
Common Council decided to move ahead
with plans to build a $35 million public
safety building on the city’s west side.

Aldermen voted 4-2-1 to approve a con-
tract with Bray Architects of Sheboygan
to proceed with final design of the build-
ing. Aldermen Deb Postl, Paul Neumyer,
Jonathan Pleitner and Dan Benning voted
to approve the contract while aldermen Pat
Tearney and Mike Gasper voted against the
contract and Ald. John Sigwart abstained.

Aldermen then voted 6-1, with Sigwart
abstaining, to hire CD Smith of Milwaukee
as construction manager for the project.

Aldermen approved the project without
a clear sense of the impact of the cost to
taxpayers.

“Are we going to have a discussion
of the tax implications tonight?” Sigwart
asked, noting he was “knocked back on my
heels” by the $35 million cost estimate.

“It seems to me we should have had
a better idea (of the impact) in mind,” he
added.

City Administrator Melissa Pingel said,
“We can’t have that until we have better
numbers.”

Mayor Ted Neitzke noted that having
an owner’s representative will reduce the
cost, adding, “Once there’s a final dollar

See Safety building on page 2B
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Semiconductors: Land would likely
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If someone wants to sell their property to
a developer, government can’t step in and
stop it, Didier said.

The Town of Port, he said, would be
appealing to a company like a microchip
manufacturer.

“There’s a lot of water. There’s a lot of
land, and it’s near a lot of people,” Didier
said, noting many microchip makers hire
about 300 people.

“That’s like Simplicity opening up
again,” he said. “I think the city could han-
dle that.”

The potential development pointed out
an issue with the town’s zoning laws, which
require homes in the agricultural districts to
be on 35-acre lots.

“That’s why there’s all this land available,”
Didier said. “There are big parcels out here.”

While the town controls the zoning of
property within its borders, a company can
get around it if it seeks to annex land to the
City of Port, and there’s little the town can
do to prevent an annexation, he added.

Years ago, the town sought to incorporate
as a village to prevent annexations, and the
state Department of Administration turned
down the request, Didier noted.

Even if the land were to remain in the
town, Didier said, it is likely that there
would be state backing for a microchip
manufacturing facility and the Legislature
could pass a bill that would pave the way
for the project.

“Only municipalities can change the
zoning — but that’s not to say there won’t
be a bill passed,” Didier said.

“Realistically, they are going to annex to

the city.”

When asked his personal feeling about
the potential development, Didier said, “I
don’t know enough to make an opinion.”

Several residents asked what town offi-
cials knew of the situation and whether they
stood to gain from it, since the semiconductor
manufacturer is offering $42.,000 per acre.

“Do you have skin in the game?” Susan
Waldhuetter, 1856 Dixie Rd., Town of
Belgium, asked.

Didier and town supervisors Gary
Schlenvogt and Greg Welton said they
are not among those choosing to sell their
property.

Although town officials have not been
approached about the proposed develop-
ment, Didier said, city and county officials
may have been.

He said he has not talked to Port Mayor
Ted Neitzke about the proposal, but at the
urging of the audience agreed to reach out
to him.

Paul Krauska, 4836 Hwy. LL, told the
board he has been told that the company has
agreements with landowners to buy 1,899
acres of land.

The residents need information and direc-
tion “so as constituents, as a group, we can stop
it or slow it down so it can’t happen,” he said.

The company is looking for land in an
area that extends north from Knellsville
at the town’s border with the City of Port
Washington to roughly Dixie Road and from
[-43 west to the Ozaukee Interurban Trail.

Town officials said they first learned of
the potential land purchases from Krauska,
who told Ozaukee Press he was approached
by Jeff Hoffman, a principal with the

Center: Clinic building no longer interests city

FROM PAGE 3B

a proposal that has been endorsed by a num-
ber of seniors in the community.

Neitzke said earlier this year that he and
the city staff members would talk to offi-
cials from Aurora to see “if they’re willing
to work with us so we can study the property
and see if it will fit the needs for a commu-
nity center.”

The former clinic at 1777 W. Grand Ave.
is 16,000 square feet on 4.2 acres and was
built in 1992.

The fact the building is one floor, has
ample parking and is off a main street were
among the attractions for seniors, who have
long complained of a lack of parking at the
current senior center, which is located in a
renovated church with multiple floors.
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RESIDENTS TOLD officials Monday that they are afraid a massive semiconductor facility would destroy

the rural character of the Town of Port Washington, which is depicted on a sign outside Town Hall.

Milwaukee commercial real estate company
Cushman & Wakefield/Boerke, who wanted
to buy his land for the company.

The manufacturer is also looking at com-
munities in Ohio and Indiana as potential
sites for its plant, according to information
provided to landowners by Hoffman.

Hoffman initially told landowners that
he had until May 31 to secure accepted of-
fers on roughly 1,000 acres if the Town of
Port Washington is to make the “finalist cut”
with the company, although the deadline
may have been extended.

According to the timeline Hoffman pro-
vided potential sellers, the buyer will com-
pare and evaluate the three potential sites
for its facility from July through August.

The identity of the semiconductor manu-
facturer is unknown, but a landowner who
asked not to be identified told Ozaukee Press
that Hoffman described it as a U.S. company
currently making semiconductors overseas.

In addition to the availability of adequate
land, factors it will consider include the cost
of the infrastructure needed to support the

care.
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facility, conversations with local, state and
federal agencies that will need to approve
the project and a review of the existing la-
bor force as well as the likelihood of attract-
ing workers to the area.

The company is expected to announce
the intended location of the facility in
September.

Hoffman described the four months from
September to December as a “critical” pe-
riod during which the company will submit
plans for its facility and public hearings will
be held locally.

At the same time, the company will be-
gin seeking environmental permits from
state and federal agencies.

“Within this time frame we should have a
pretty good idea of whether or not the project
will receive the support that it will need to
get across the finish line,” Hoffman wrote.

The company plans to secure final ap-
provals in June 2025 and buy land at the
location it chooses by the end of July.

Construction could begin in late summer
2025 or in spring 2026.
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