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Editorial Policy
On certain topics in areas of great community interest, the editors 
of the Valley Sentinel may take positions they believe best represent 
and serve the interests of the community. Any opinions or positions 
taken by the editorial board are separate and distinct in labeling and 
substance from the community journalism that appears in the rest of 
the publication and does not aff ect the integrity and impartiality of 
our reporting.                                                                     .

Column Policy 
Editors may feature opinion columns written by public fi gures, 
members of the public or other publication staff . Columns refl ect 
the opinions of the individual contributors and do not represent 
positions of the publication. Guest columns of an anticipated 
length more than 500 words should seek prior editor authorization.                                                                      
.

Letter to the Editor Policy
Letters submitted for consideration are subject to fact-checking and 
editing for space and clarity. Submissions must have a compelling local 
community interest. Letters to the editor must fi t within a 500-word 
limit, and include name, city and phone number. Phone numbers are 
for offi  ce use only and will not be published. Letters of a political nature, 
without chance of rebuttal, will not be published the week before an 
election.

Community Discussion Policy
From time to time the editorial board may select letters to the editor 
of a particular compelling community interest where a 
public fi gure or accountable public action is the recipient of criticism 
and allow, in the same issue, the subject of the criticism chance for 
rebuttal, with expounded independent input. The format shall be 
point, counterpoint and expert analysis. This community discussion 
shall serve as a moderated dialogue that presents multiple views of 
important community topics.    

Deadlines: The display and classifi ed advertising dead-
line is Monday at noon for that week. If you would like our 
design team to design the ad then please allow extra time 
for the creative process and proofi ng.

Subscribe
Want the paper delivered to your home or business? 
Subscribe online at valleysentinelnews.com/subscribe 
or subscribe annually with your name, phone number, 
address and $30 sent to: Valley Sentinel, PO Box 144, 
Spring Green, WI 53588

Have graphic design experience or interested in meetings, events or writing and becoming a community contributor? Let us know. Thank you to all of our contributors for believing in our community.
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all-volunteer, free bi-weekly news publication, available 
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“Meeting Our Needs” is a series that 
acknowledges the organizations and 
individuals who work to make our 
communities better, stronger, healthier 
and more inclusive. We know we face 
challenges and divisions among us, but 
we miss and underestimate the essential 
goodness of rural Wisconsinites when 
we fail to celebrate those who are lifting 
us up in so many ways. Let us hear your 
stories, contact bpestel@msn.com to be 
included in this series.

Some time ago a friend introduced 
me to The Paradox of Tolerance. I’ve 
been letting it bounce about in my head 
since then and now that serendipity has 
struck (again) and I heard the phrase on 
TV recently, it seems time to deal with 
it in terms of meeting the needs of our 
society.
The concept is attributed to the 

philosopher Karl Popper in his 1945 book 
The Open Society and its Enemies. In a 
note that appears in that book Popper 
writes: “Unlimited tolerance must lead 
to the disappearance of tolerance.  If 
we extend unlimited tolerance even to 
those who are intolerant, if we are not 
prepared to defend a tolerant society 
against the onslaught of the intolerant, 
then the tolerant will be destroyed, and 
tolerance with them.” (Yikes, got to 
read that again.) While exploring this 
subject with another friend recently, the 
response was, “We’re there now, aren’t 
we?” Yikes again.
Intolerance is exceedingly dangerous 

in a liberal democracy. A liberal 
democracy is defi ned as a system of 
government in which individual rights 
and freedoms are offi  cially recognized 
and protected, and the exercise of 
political power is limited by the rule 
of law. According to our Constitution, 
that’s us, so understanding the danger 

Meeting Our Needs — Part 11: Intolerance Has No Home Here
of accepting intolerance is something 
we need to be aware of. Tolerance of 
diff erent customs, diff erent religious 
beliefs, diff erent lifestyles, diff erent 
races, and the expression of diff erent 
points of view are the bedrock of a 
liberal democracy.  Free speech is also 
a bedrock, but when the intolerance of 
diff erences becomes acceptable speech 
and progresses to actions that risk the 
freedoms and safety of other citizens, 
toleration can become a danger.
John Rawls, in his book A Theory 

of Justice highlights this point. He 
maintains that a just society must 
tolerate intolerance or society itself 
would be intolerant and thus unjust. 
He qualifi es this statement, however, 
by asserting that to ensure equal liberty, 
society has a reasonable right of self-
preservation against acts of intolerance 
that would limit the liberty of others. 
Hmmmm – a reasonable right of self-

preservation against acts of intolerance.  
Is it a reasonable right of self-
preservation against acts of intolerance 
to: 
• fi ght book banning by those who 

are intolerant of some ideas?
• insist on the right of women to 

make their own reproductive 
health choices?

• suppress hate speech?
• resist the impositions on society of 

the religious convictions of certain 
groups?

• press for equal rights for all citizens 
regardless of their personal 
lifestyle?

• ensure that all citizens have equal 
access to voting rights?

The answers to these questions seem 
obvious, but the means of accomplishing 
them may not be so obvious and 
neither may it be without risk. Popper 
continues:

I do not imply, for instance, 
that we should always 
suppress the utterance of 
intolerant philosophies; as 
long as we can counter them 
by rational argument and 
keep them in check by public 
opinion…But we should claim 
the right to suppress them if 
necessary even by force; for it 
may easily turn out that they 
are not prepared to meet us on 
the level of rational argument, 
but begin by denouncing all 

argument; they may forbid 
their followers to listen to 
rational argument, because it 
is deceptive, and teach them 
to answer arguments by the 
use of their fi sts or pistols. We 
should therefore claim, 
in the name of tolerance, 
the right not to tolerate 
the intolerant.

Wow, that is more than kind of 
scary, but his solution to intolerance 
resonates as reasonable and possibly 
necessary. Where, however, is the line 
that separates intolerance that can be 
tolerated and intolerance that we dare 
not tolerate? Once we begin addressing 
intolerance, do we know when and 
where to stop? If rational argument is 
ineff ective what possible type of force 
would be warranted? This is a terrible 
dilemma and a huge paradox for the 
tolerant. The fl ip side of the paradox 
is that this isn’t a problem for the 
intolerant, they see their cause as just 
and see no need to consider the needs 
and rights of others. 
For the tolerant who believe in rights 

and freedoms and rule of law equally 
applied, however, this is a paradox 
full of risk and infused with doubt. 
Allowing doubt to delay action against 
intolerance, however, could put 
democracy in great peril. 
Specifi cally, one of the greatest risks 

to our democracy would be to ignore 
the danger the politically powerful 
intolerant pose in driving us toward 
autocracy. “One Ring to rule them all, 
One Ring to fi nd them, One Ring to 
bring them all, and in the darkness 
bind them.”  This quote from the 
Tolkien book The Fellowship of the 
Ring immediately occurred to me as 
I was writing this, then I wondered if 
I was being hyperbolic, but the more I 
thought of it, the less I thought so. The 
evil of intolerance can lead to some very 
dark places for society.  
One remedy within a liberal democracy 

would be to handle this dilemma in the 
voting booth and make sure that the 
intolerant are removed from positions 
of political power before their voices 
can ignite the unwary and susceptible 
mob. This failed to happen in Germany 
in the 1930s and to think that we would 
without fail act rapidly enough to 
prevent it here is naïve.
Our strength as a country resides in 

our diversity, our equality, and our 
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inclusion. If we allow the intolerant to 
turn this strength into a cause to vilify 
and divide, we place our democracy 
and our futures at risk. We can fi nd 
the line beyond which intolerance 
cannot be tolerated by acknowledging 
the assertion within our Declaration of 
Independence. “We hold these truths to 
be self-evident, that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” 
Even though we have not fully lived up 

to this principle, it is the responsibility 
of the tolerant to see to it that we move 
ever closer to a fuller realization of it by 
refusing to accept the intolerance that 
would deny any fellow human being of 
these rights. We could, at the moment, 
be in danger of moving in the wrong 
direction and we must be willing to 
defi ne and hold the line of “liberty and 
justice for all.” 
Thomas Jeff erson said, “All tyranny 

needs to gain a foothold is for people 
of good conscience to remain silent.” 
Maybe it is time for the tolerant to 
drown out the voices of the intolerant 
with the mantra: “Intolerance has no 
home here.”

How many other ways to meet our 
needs may have escaped our notice and 
deserve our support? Let me know at 
bpestel@msn.com.

Beverly is a retired professor. She lives 
in a remodeled farmhouse and tends 40 
acres of woodland in Richland County. 
When not in the woods she spends her 
time reading, writing and enjoying the 
beauty of the Driftless Area.
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Recently we received word from our press that costs for materials 
have risen over 19% in the past few months and that our printing 
cost will go up accordingly.

If we charged $1 for each copy of Valley Sentinel, just half of 
the copies that are picked up each week would entirely cover our 
printing costs — however, we are committed to remaining a free 

publication with an accessible, hybrid model that allows anyone 
that wants to read local news to have access to it. We do not believe 
fi nancial ability should be a barrier to reading local news. 

We may be a free paper, but unfortunately it’s not free to print 
papers. 

Valley Sentinel will stay a free and truly independent and 
accessible paper. Please frequent our local businesses and let them 

know you read Valley Sentinel each week.
What does independent news mean to us? It means NOT 

infl uenced by corporations or government, NO big corporate 
backers, NO corporate umbrella organizations, NO big money 
investors. Just a handful of people with a dream to build 
community.

Valley Sentinel is all-volunteer, independently owned and 
operated by its editors and is a majority woman-owned business. 
Community fueled and community focused. We only succeed if the 
community succeeds.

For more about Valley Sentinel and our model, visit us at 
valleysentinelnews.com/about

If you are able and enjoyed this week’s edition, please 
consider donating $1 today.
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