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Polish exchange student participates in CIEE
Local organi-
zation looking

for new 
members

Jake Schexnaydre
OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

The Council on Inter-
national Educational
Exchange (CIEE) re-
cently collected dona-
tions for the
Northwoods Animal Al-
liance, a shelter for
puppies rescued within
the Northwoods. This
event took place on
Feb. 11 at the Trig’s in
Minocqua and on Feb.
12 at the Trig’s in Eagle
River.

The CIEE is a govern-
ment sponsored pro-
gram whose goal is to
foster positive relation-
ships between students
from the US and other
nations. It was founded
in 1947, and it hosts stu-
dents from all corners
of the world, from

Africa to Asia.
According to a press

release, all international
students attending high
school in the US not
only participate in ex-
tracurricular activities
and sports, but they
also “give back to their
host communities
through many volun-
teering and community
service opportunities.
Through this program,
CIEE provides life-
changing cultural ex-
changes that help
students, families,
schools, and communi-
ties gain new perspec-
tives and develop
lifelong relationships
that cross borders and
cultures.”

In the Northwoods,
there is currently one
participant from
Poland. However, the
CIEE is seeking to gain
new participants from
the high schools in the
area, as well as through
a family vetting
process.

The sole student par-

ticipant from Three
Lakes, named Iga
Kulig, will participate
with the CIEE in the
spring semester of high
school. She has been in
the US for three
months after touching
down at the
Rhinelander-Oneida
County Airport in Janu-
ary.

“Since a young age,
one of my biggest
dreams have been visit-
ing the USA,” Iga ex-
plained. “I really
wanted to get to know
the culture closer, meet
new people and make
friends. The CIEE ex-
change program has
helped me realize it!”

Ever since her arrival
in the U.S., she has
made friends in various
places. In one case, she
participated in the Love
Across Cultures event
this past February
when she met a girl
named Sophia Stiegler.

“We fundraised
money for animals in
shelters to buy new pet

supplies and food,” she
said. “I feel like it really
connected our cultures
and people around
meanwhile creating
positive relations be-
tween Poland and the
USA.”

Irene Stiegler, a coor-
dinator who’s been
with the CIEE since No-
vember of 2022, says
that the organization
got the idea for this

fundraiser from a stu-
dent, who proposed
getting involved in the
community.

“They’ve always
been working with in-
ternational students as
well,” she said of Trig’s
willingness to help out
in this effort. “The
Eagle River store was
very kind to allow us
to use their facilities for
collecting donations. I

think it’s a wonderful
cause, wonderful event
to participate in ... it
helps the student in
participating in some-
thing of a good cause,
and it’s a good deed to
be involved in.”

For Iga, her involve-
ment has led to only
positive results.

“CIEE provides us
new international rela-
tionships and memo-
ries,” she said. “It helps
make dreams come
true to many teenagers
who wants to visit the
USA. Moreover, we
have constant contact
with our local coordina-
tor, and I can contact
her anytime and ask
for help.”

Even with her dream
of visiting the U.S/, she
has seen quite a few
differences between
life in Poland and the
U.S. In Poland,
teenagers must be 18
years of age to get a
driver’s license and
drive a car, even
though most people
there use public trans-
portation. In addition,
she has also had to ad-
just with several no-
table differences
between the two educa-
tion systems, particu-
larly in dress and
architecture.

“In my school in
Poland, we have uni-
forms and here I don’t
have to wear them.
Also the school sched-
ule is different. Whole
architecture is different
here. I really like the
small, charming houses
here. In Poland, we
have utterly different
house architecture!”

Although, her
biggest challenge has
been adjusting to dif-
ferent time zones, since
Poland is seven hours
ahead of the U.S. she
has also had to learn to
speak English.

In spite of every-
thing, the rewards
have exceeded the
risks for her. Iga hopes
to study abroad for col-
lege, and she is consid-
ering majoring in
either physiology or
medicine. Iga expects
to continue her volun-
teer work well into the
future. 

“I like helping people
and animals around,
and it makes me really
happy!” Iga exclaimed.

Jake Schexnaydre
may be reached at
jakeschexnaydre@lake
landtimes.com.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOGRAPHS

CIEE participant Iga Kulig from Poland being welcomed by her host family (right) and
CIEE coordinator Irene Stiegler (far left) at the Rhinelander-Oneida County Airport.
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ATTENTION 
ALL AREA  RESIDENTS
The Oneida County Sheriff’s Office in conjunction with the

Oneida County Solid Waste Department and Human Services
Center is proud to announce an unwanted, unused or expired
prescription and over the counter drug collection event on

SATURDAY, April 22 from 10am until 2pm
The collection will be located at the Solid Waste

Department’s Scale Office located at 
7450 County Highway K, Rhinelander, Wisconsin.
THIS IS A FREE AND ANONYMOUS SERVICE, 

NO QUESTIONS ASKED!

For more information, please contact:
Captain Terri Hook at 715-361-5150 
or e-mail: tmhook@co.oneida.wi.us

Oneida County Solid Waste at 715-282-4944

or, to find a collection site in your area, 
contact your local law enforcement agency.

Rhinelander, Three Lakes and Minocqua 
Police Departments

NO SHARPS
Inhalers, Injectables and Syringes cannot be accepted.
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