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Triumph car club comes to
Ashland
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Ashland Police
equipped with
new gadget

TOM STANKARD,
tstankard@ashlanddailypress.net

Ashland Police officers are sporting a new,
high-tech piece of equipment on their uni-
forms.

Officers are now wearing body cameras
on their vests that record them while out and
about on the job.

The 15 cameras provided by Motorola
were purchased with help from a $52,000
sub grant from the Department of Justice,
with the other half already budgeted by the
city.

Motorola representatives recently helped
install the cameras, showed officers to use
them and helped show how to navigate the
database system the videos will be stored on.

So far, the officers have had no problems
with operating them.

“A few minutes after doing policies and
trainings, they were using them,”said Lt.
Brandon Marten. “Our officers are eager to
use them. The technology is so user friendly
that the learning curve has not been that
steep.”

Among the policy items being discussed
was what video would be available to the
public.

“Based on the request, we have to deter-
mine can it be released per statute, what
needs to be redacted, see if there are juve-
niles involved. So it’s the same process if you
wanted to make a request for a report,” Mar-
ten said.

Prior to receiving the cameras, the
department relied on an audio recorder on
their belt and in their vehicles. Equipping
the cameras will increase evidence quality,
while promoting accountability with resi-
dents and reduce complaints, Police Chief
Bill Hagstrom said.
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The Ashland County Board of Supervisors has denied the claims from La-Pointe regarding law enforcement. (Contributed photo)

Ashland County responds
to La Pointe’s claims

TOM STANKARD,

tstankard@ashlanddailypress.
net

Ashland County has
denied the claims filed
by the town of La Pointe
as part of a potential law-
suit arguing the county
isn't providing adequate
police protection to the
community.

Earlier this year, Ash-
land County ended a
decades-long agreement
under which it essen-
tially refunded a por-
tion of La Pointe’s prop-
erty taxes to help the

town pay for its own
police department.

State law requires sher-
ift’s departments to pro-
vide police coverage to
all towns within their
boundaries. By termi-
nating the agreement
tor 2023, the county is
legally obligated to pro-
vide La Pointe the same
level of patrol, response
and backup that it pro-
vides other communities
— which is not happen-
ing, Town Administrator

Mike Kuchta said.

More CLAIMS | A5

Ashland County looks for answers
to Sanborn property tax issue

ASHLAND DAILY PRESS

Ashland County joined forces
with Bayfield County and several
others to encourage state legislators
to find a solution in the midst of a
crippling property tax issue.

The issue began when about
85 percent of Sanborn’s land was
declared tax-exempt last year when a
federal appeals court ruled that Bad
River tribal members who own prop-
erty that was once sold to non-native
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tribal residents but has come back
into tribal hands cannot be taxed
under the 1854 treaty between the
United States and the Ojibwe Nation.
The ruling leaves the remaining 15
percent of property owners bear-

ing the tax burden for the entire town
of Sanborn. A similar issue is tak-

ing place in the town of Russell over
in Bayfield County, where taxes rose
roughly 30%.
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A red light appears when
the cameras are recording.
There are two ways they
start recording, he said.
They automatically turn
when a vehicle’s lights and
sirens are activated or when
the camera is manual acti-
vated by an officer. An offi-
cer will activate them when
there is any enforcement or
investigative action, he/she
conducts a traffic stop, or
when any contact becomes
dangerous, Marten pointed
out.

If the police department
sends a case to be reviewed
by the district attorney, the
body camera footage is now
included with that package
of information, he said.

“It may play arole in
the case as they are pros-
ecuted,” Ashland County
District Attorney David
Meany said.

Bayfield County Sher-
iff Tony Williams is in
the processing of pur-
chasing body cameras and
dash cameras that would

An Ashland Police Officer
shows off on of the new
body cameras equipped to
their vests. (Tom Stankard/
Staff photos)

make the department more
transparent, Williams said.

“If there’s a complaint,
we can look at the cam-
eras and not have to take
one person’s word versus
another,”he said.

Recordings can also be
used for training purposes,
Williams said.

“If there is an incident,
we can research it,and
learn from them, how we
could have handled it bet-
ter and make us better dep-
uties all around,” he said.

The Ashland Police Department received 15 body cam-
erasintended to make the department more transparent
with the public. (Tom Stankard/staff photo)
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Before the Ashland
County Board of Supervi-
sors voted June 6 to deny
the claims, member George
Bussey said, “I don't see any
claim that the sheriff has
defaulted in his duties.”

Although Kuchta feels
Bussey is wrong, he expected
the county to still deny the
claims.

La Pointe represents 2.7%
of Ashland County’s popu-
lation, but provides 20.1% of
the county’ property-tax rev-
enue, town officials said. The
town’s claim for $363,655 is
limited to the portion that
La Pointe property own-
ers pay into the sherift’s
patrol budget, Kuchta said.
Itis not seeking any of the
roughly $555,000 in addi-

take action on the county.
With the county’s denial, we
are now clear to file a lawsuit
with the county. We have six
months to make that deci-
sion,” Kuchta said.

The county has said it
cannot afford to provide
police service to the island
and that the money it for-
merly sent to La Pointe is
being used to pay correc-
tions officers in the jail.

Ashland County Admin-
istrator Dan Grady declined
to comment about how
many correction officers
they have on staff or how
many have been hired since
the agreement was termi-
nated.

Kuchta said he under-
stands the county’s hard-
ship, but terminating the law
enforcement agreement isn't

the right .
tional money that residents i [8 TESPOnSt
N Tunderstand they need
p‘ﬁg’ tgltl ¢ c01.1nty to pro- correctional officers. The
VIGe 1L SCIVICE, CMEIEENTY  truth isit’s difficult to recruit
management law enforce-
or other ser- ment at
vices “l understand they
o . any level. ]
LaPointe ~ need correctional  j...q
ofﬁcia_IS officers. The truth is  the challenge
Ee”t“:h it's difficult to recruit  theyare fac-
e state ing. The
law enforcement 178 Y
Department | L just don’t
of Revenue at any level. have a plan
in April for understand the in place to
ahearingin  challenge they are  provide La
Madi ; : i
AWORON facing.Theyjust ~ Pointethe
aseparate , same level of
but related don’t have a plan service,"he
petition in in place to provide  ¢,4.
which the La Pointe the same  Duringhis
town is ask- level of service” ~ campaign,
ing the state now Sheriff
to perma- Mike Kucl"lta, Town Admin-  Brian Zupke
nently trans- Istrator was against
fer a portion the idea of

of the county’s tax levy to the
town’s tax levy.

“The town will wait to
see what the Department of
Revenue decides before we

terminating the agreement
and said “I'm still not for it.”
“It will be difficult to pro-
vide.That’s the county’s
decision,” he said.

County store, luncheon set to return

ASHLAND DAILY PRESS

The public is invited to
attend the annual Coun-
try Store and Luncheon at
Cable United Church of
Christ on Friday. The Wom-
en’s Fellowship country store
will feature a homemade
jam and bake sale from
9a.m.to 2 p.m.The salad
bar luncheon will be open
from11a.m.to1p.m.in the
Fellowship Hall fora $12
fee. This will include bread,

dessert and a beverage.

Take-outs will be available.
The Cable UCC 2nd Chap-
ter Thrift Shop will also be

open for visitors to browse.

Cable UCC is located at
13445 County Highway

M in downtown Cable. For

more information, please

phone (715) 798-3066.

Why Replace It?
Perma-Glaze® It!

Beautify your Bathroom or
_Kitchen affordably
Multi-Surface Restoration
Bathtubs  Showers ¢ Cabinets
Countertops ¢ Ceramic Tile * Porcelain
Fiberglass ¢ Acrylic Formica ¢ Cultured
Marble ¢ Chip & Burn Repair ¢ Traction
Treatments * Designer Colors
Free Estimates:
Chad Barry 715-746-2085

www.permaglaze.com
|

Ask about bathtub liners & wall surrounds

HOURS WEEKLY: 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m., Sat. 8 a.m.-4 p.m.
715-746-2477
10 Miles West of Ashland; 2 Miles S. on Hwy. 63

LULICH IMPLEMENT INC.

“MUCH MORETHAN A FARM IMPLEMENT STORE”
SALES + PARTS + SERVICE * RENTALS
LARGE SELECTION OF HARDWARE
KUBOTA - NEW HOLLAND
LAWN & GARDEN, FARM & INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT
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This decision has lead to over $900,000 in tax col-
lection reductions across Ashland, Bayfield, Iron, Saw-
yer, and Vilas counties, according to the resolution
approved by the Ashland County Board of Supervisors
earlier this month, or approximately $1.8 million over
the next two years. That amount is expected to increase
as more parcels are removed from the tax roll, the reso-
lution stated.

Although Ashland County officials are still waiting
to hear back from state legislators about what the next
step will be, County Administrator Dan Grady said he
wants a solution that respects everyone involved.

“We all want everybody to be treated fairlyand in a
uniform manner. The state is trying to do something,
they just don’t know what they want to do. We proba-
bly won't hear anything until the end of the month, if
that,” Grady told the board of supervisors.

Because of the court’s decision, taxes have gone up
from about $2,168 on a $100,000 property last year
to $4,438 this year in Sanborn. As dire as that sounds,
Bad River Tribal Chairman Mike Wiggins Jr. has said
tribal members suffered more over the years as they
were unfairly taxed.

The impacted counties proposed a solution. Simi-
lar to how

the federal government pays local governments pay-
ments in lieu of taxes for Federal Forest land/parks, the
counties are requesting the federal government do the
same for properties no longer subject to tax, but still in
need of tax-funded assistance. More particularly, Ash-
land County is joining other impacted counties in ask-
ing the state to reimburse them for settlement pay-
ments of $3.6 million made in accordance with state
law between 2015-2022.The counties are also request-
ing the state makes aid payments over the next two
years equal to the tax on the valuation lost as a result of
the court’s decision in the amount of $1.8 million, until
a permanent solution can be developed.

Ashland County officials are encouraging state leg-
islators to find a solution to a property tax issue that
caused 85% of Sanborn’s land to be declared tax-ex-
empt. (File photo)
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JUNE 16, 17~ 7:30PM

JUNE 18 - 2:00PM
JUNE 22, 23,24 - 7:30PM
JUNE 25 - 2:00PM
RINEHART THEATRE
210 STH - AVE E, ASHLAND

Tickets at the doof or in advance at

Moores on Main in Ashland.

MORE AT CTATHEATRE.ORG




