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SouthWest: 1B

Governor visits 
Platteville

Gov. Tony Evers held 
a roundtable on rural 
housing issues and his 
proposals to address 
them at the Platteville 
Public Library Monday 
afternoon.

Local News: 8A

Swinging 
sports start

Iowa–Grant, Potosi/
Cassville and Belmont 
started their baseball 
seasons last week, 
while area softball 
teams contined play 
despite less-than-ideal 
early spring weather.

Sports: 12A
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WeekTHE

To submit events for The 
Week, email 
editor@theplattevillejournal.
com or call 608-348-3006 at 
least two weeks before the 
event date. Schedules are 
subject to change without 
notice.
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Thursday, April 6
•	Parkinson’s	Support	
Group	meeting,	Southwest	
Health	conference	room	
A,	1400	East	Side	Road,	
Platteville,	2	p.m.	psgsww@
gmail.com.
•	Ruby’s	Pantry	food	dis-
tribution,	Platteville	United	
Methodist	Church,	1065	
Lancaster	St.,	4–6	p.m.

Friday, April 7: Good Friday
•	Holy	Ghost–Immacu-
late	Conception	Fish	Fry,	
Immaculate	Conception	
Catholic	Church,	Kieler,	
4:30–8	p.m.

Sunday, April 9: Easter, 
Prisoner of War 
Remembrance Day
•	Easter	egg	hunt,	Rewey	
Community	Park,	11:30	
a.m.

Wednesday, April 12
•	Food	and	Fellowship	free	
meal,	Platteville	United	
Methodist	Church,	1065	
Lancaster	St.,	5–6	p.m,	
Carryouts	available,

Thursday, April 13: American 
Creed Day
•	Platteville	Food	Pantry,	
Lutheran	Church	of	Peace,	
1345	N.	Water	St.,	9	a.m.–
noon.	www.facebook.com/
plattevillefoodpantry.
•	“When	Claude	Got	Shot”	
film	and	discussion,	UW–
Platteville	Center	for	the	
Arts	Brodbeck	Concert	Hall,	
6	p.m.

Thursday, April 14
•	Democratic	Party	of	
Grant	County	monthly	
meeting,	Wisconsin	Bank	&	
Trust,	10	Keystone	Parkway,	
Platteville,	6:30	p.m.

Saturday, April 15
•	Town	of	Mifflin	Big	Clean-
Up	Day,	8	a.m.–4	p.m.

Sunday, April 16
•	Rewey	Fire	Department	
and	First	Responders	Pan-
cake	Breakfast,	8	a.m.–noon,

Monday, April 17
•	Platteville	Area	Retired	
Educators	Association	
meeting,	Wisconsin	Bank	
&	Trust	Community	Room,	
10	Keystone	Parkway,	
business	meeting	11	a.m.,	
lunch	noon,	speaker	James	
Hibbard	of	UW–Platteville	
Southwest	Wisconsin	Room	
on	one-room	schoolhouses.	

Tuesday, April 18: Federal and 
state income taxes due

Wednesday, April 19
•	National	Guild	of	Piano	
Teachers	Auditions,	Platte-
ville	United	Methodist	
Church,	1065	Lancaster	
St.,	time	TBA.

Thursday, April 20
•	Southwest	Rainbow	
Alliance	Parent	Support	
Group	meeting,	Cunning-
ham	House,	80	Market	St.,	
Platteville,	7:30	p.m.

Friday, April 21
•	Second	Harvest/Catho-
lic	Charities	Mobile	Food	
Pantry,	St.	Mary	School,	
345	N.	Court	St.,	Platte-
ville,	9:30	a.m.	Parking	on	
North	Bonson	Street	and	
in	Adams	Street	parking	
lot.	608-496-1055,	diane@
stmaryplatteville.com.

Saturday, April 22: Earth Day
•	Loud	at	the	Library,	
Platteville	Public	Library,	
225	W.	Main	St.,	time	TBA.

Monday, April 24
•	UW–Platteville	Perform-
ing	Arts	Series:	The	Big	
Payback,	Center	for	the	
Arts	Brodbeck	Concert	Hall,	
7	p.m.	608-342-1298,	
tickets.uwplatt.edu.

Tuesday, April 25
•	Catholic	Teaching	on	
End-of-Life	Issues	with	
Wisconsin	Right	to	Life	bio-
ethics	director	Dr.	Caitlyn	
Trader,	St.	Mary	Catholic	
Church,	130	W.	Cedar	St.,	
Platteville,	6	p.m.

Wednesday, April 26
•	Belmont	High	School	
Fine	Arts	Concert,	Belmont	
Elementary	School	gym,	7	
p.m.

Thursday, April 27
•	Rewey	village-wide	
garage	sales,	through	April	
29.
•	Platteville	Regional	
Chamber	Good	Morning	
Platteville,	Mound	City	
Bank	Motor	Branch,	90	S.	
Second	St.,	7:45	a.m.	
•	Platteville	Food	Pantry,	
Lutheran	Church	of	Peace,	
1345	N.	Water	St.,	5–7	
p.m.	www.facebook.com/
plattevillefoodpantry.

Story and photos
by David Timmerman
newseditor@tds.net

Rev. Bernie Rott, the pas-
tor of Holy Ghost Catho-
lic Church in Dickeyville, 

walked through his church as 
workers finished assembling 
the back altar that was created 
by Gary David of Potosi.

The church is in the middle of 
intense construction and renova-
tion, with ladders, scaffolding up 
all around, bare floors exposed, and 
workers in constant state of motion.

With so many projects taking place, 
all in anticipation to be formally un-
veiled during Easter Mass Sunday, 
one may think Rott would want peo-
ple to wait to see it all complete.

But Rott welcomes parishioners to 
see the progress, whether stopping by, 
or taking a look before or after week-
day Mass, now held in the basement.

“People are welcome to come in 
any time,” he said.

The church is celebrating its 
150th anniversary this year, so now 
seemed as good a time as any to do 
some updating of the church.

Some of the work is cosmetic, re-
placing worn carpeting, and install-
ing a new altar at the head of the 
church, as well as a new tabernacle, 
which will be coming this summer.

Some work is utilitarian. A hearing 
loop will allow parishioners with hear-
ing aids to pick up the public address 
system during Mass or other events.

This project will bring the church 
closer to the original appearance 

when it was opened. In the 1960s, 
the front of the church was remod-
eled, with a more modern sculp-
ture and representation of the Holy 
Spirit, with “lots of marble,” Rott 
said, around the church.

The church went through another 
renovation in the 1980s, when the 
1960s items were removed, and the 
church took on a more simple ap-
pearance.

During the renovations, Rott said 
they could see the original footprint 
of things like the original back altar, 
which was smaller than the one just 
installed.

Parishioners have been celebrat-
ing weekly Mass in Kieler since Jan-
uary, but many of them have been 
volunteering to help with the work 
on the renovations.

Rott is not sure how packed Eas-
ter Sunday will be in the church, 
with the work being revealed, but he 
said, “We do get a pretty good crowd 
for Easter Sunday.”

Holy Ghost’s Easter Vigil is Sat-
urday at 8 p.m., with Easter Mass 
Sunday at 9 a.m.

In addition, the church is taking 
on refurbishment of the Grotto this 
summer as part of the capital proj-
ect work.

Rott believes Holy Ghost will 
have some sort of formal celebration 
this fall to celebrate the work and 
the anniversary of the church, with 
Bishop Donald Hying of the Diocese 
of Madison as part of the guest list.

They are also looking at updating 
the parish cookbook, including more 
history and updated images.

150 
years 

of Holy 
Ghost
Most, but 

not all, of the 
Dickeyville 

church’s 
renovation 

project will be 
done in time 
for Easter 
weekend.

This window (left photo) has been installed within the back altar of the church. The window was created by the remnants of three windows that had been removed 
from the church during previous remodels, and contains the names of the donor families of those original windows. Gary David (right photo, left) and Rev. Bernie 
Rott discuss the plans for the cross that will hang within the back altar of the Holy Ghost Church. David built the surround, which was installed two weeks ago.

(Above) This dove has been 
on display in the Holy Ghost 
Church in different forms 
over the 150 years. It was 
the center of the original 
back altar of the church, as 
well as the 1960s remodel. 
In the 1990s, it was hung on 
the wall and given a copper 
patina, before restored and 
placed again in the back altar 
during this year’s remodel. 

Holy Ghost’s plans include 
refurbishing The Grotto next 
door (left).
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Weather
2023	 High	 Low	 P”
March 27	 48	 30	 —
March 28	 46	 30	 —
March 29	 38	 25	 —
March 30	 56	 46	 —
March 31	 71	 33	 .43
April 1	 46	 31	 —
April 2	 59	 35	 —
Week’s precip.���������  0.43
2023 precip.���������������4.15
Average precip������������2.05
WEATHER FORECAST: 
www.weather.gov/[Zip 
code]

Records	 High	 Low
March 27	 80 1945� 4 1996
March 28	 78 1986� 3 1970
March 29	 86 1895� 2 1887
March 30	 86 1895� 4 1964
March 31	 78 1978� 8 1969
April 1	 82 1946� 17 1899
April 2	 80 1981� 14 1886
Average	 52	 35	
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Threat 
reported 
on UWP 
campus

UW–Platteville investi-
gated what it called “an al-
leged threat” to Doudna Hall 
on campus, according to a no-
tice sent to students Monday 
night.

A university statement 
Tuesday morning said UWP 
“has taken appropriate 
steps to mitigate the alleged 
threat,” adding that students 
should use their “own judg-
ment and consider your per-
sonal comfort level before de-
ciding to attend classes, work 
or activities on campus.”

The Monday statement 
said UW–Platteville police 
and other administration ad-
dressed “the situation to de-
termine if there is a credible 
threat to campus.” 

Classes were held as sched-
uled Tuesday, though the 
UWP statement asked faculty 
and staff to “work with your 
students to accommodate any 
missed classes, assignments 
and tests” for students who 
stayed off campus Tuesday.

UW–Platteville had an in-
cident in March 2016 after 
a student reported that he 
heard a clicking noise like the 
racking of a gun and then saw 
a gun barrel in a bathroom 
in Ullsvik Hall. Classes that 
afternoon were canceled and 
Ullsvik Hall was evacuated, 
but a search of the campus 
found neither a man fitting 
the student’s description nor 
a firearm. Platteville School 
District schools were locked 
down that afternoon.

Platteville Board of Education members and school district staff broke ground on the outdoor activities complex at Platteville High 
School Friday afternoon. The project including two artificial-turf fields and a new track will include moving dirt from what now are 
practice fields to the current track, which will be used for parking. The school district’s goal is to open the facility for at least PHS’ 
last home football game, the Homecoming game against River Valley Oct. 13.� Photo by Steve Prestegard

by Steve Prestegard
editor@theplattevillejournal.com

The City of Platteville is considering 
spending money to try to solve one of 
Platteville’s enduring mysteries:

Where is the leak in the Family 
Aquatic Center pool?

The leak, which is believed to be 
more than a decade old, means the 
390,000-gallon pool uses three times 
the water city staff expects would 
usually be needed. Between water, 
chemical and heating costs, the leak 
is costing the city an estimated nearly 
$27,000 per year.

City staff is proposing to spend up to 
$62,000 to hire two contractors to try 

to find the leak, which was not discov-
ered after a search through drains and 
fill lines with a camera a decade ago.

The funding isn’t in the city’s 2023 
budget. Common Council president 
Barb Daus suggested using $75,000 
from American Rescue Plan Act funds 
that were earmarked for improving 
city broadband.

“There has been some movement on 
addressing broadband issues in town, 
and that movement has not actually 
involved any city money or any ARPA 
funding,” said Daus. “If we don’t have 
the study, we’re never going to know 
how much it’s going to cost” to repair 
the leak.

The Family Aquatic Center’s cur-
rent configuration dates to 1995, when 
two smaller pools were combined into 
one and a zero-depth entry was added 
to the west end of the pool. That made 
it one of the largest municipal pools in 
Wisconsin, according to city staff. The 
pool house, pump and filtration sys-
tem were upgraded in the early 1990s.

City staff estimates that the 
390,000-gallon pool should go through 
almost 1 million gallons of water a 
year, given water loss due to evapo-
ration and from swimmers getting in 
an out of the pool. But the leak means 
the pool goes through about 3 million 
gallons of water a year.

“The pool is really showing its age,” 
said Parks and Recreation director 
Bob Lowe, who said finding the leak 
would now involve dye and divers 
when the pool is dry and full of water.

City staff said to properly maintain 
a pool for 30 to 50 years it should be 
resurfaced every 10 years, but that 
apparently has not taken place since 
the 1990s work.

Acting city manager Nicola Mau-
rer said park impact fees “would not 
be an eligible source of funding for 
this project.” 

The pool has $3,200 available from 
donations and $21,000 available from 
donations from the summer swim team.

Where is
the leak
in the pool?

The Family Aquatic Center pool, shown during its opening last June, goes through 3 million gallons of water due to the leak.

The first dig

The present 
and future
Belmont High School stu-
dent Jason Lee plays “Ara-
besque” during the Belmont 
High School Cabaret Sunday 
afternoon. Lee and other area 
musicians will be participating 
in the State Solo & Ensemble 
Festival at UW–Platteville April 
29. Sunday morning was the 
Platteville Fire Department 
annual breakfast at Platteville 
High School, with one attendee 
apparently ready to sign up to 
be a firefighter. Related pho-
tos, page 3A and 10B.
� Photos by Steve Prestegard


