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County board,
community
speak out
against
harassment of
supervisor

RYAN SPOEHR
ryan.spoehr@apg-sw.com

JANESVILLE — Rock
County Board members
and most of the audience in
attendance offered Supervi-
sor Brian Knudson resound-
ing support Thursday fol-
lowing harassment tied to
whathe’s called a “slip of the
tongue” at arecent commit-
tee meeting,.

Following a prepared
statement read at Thurs-
day’s board meeting, Knud-
sonreceived a standing ova-
tion. An audience member
called out, “Way to go, Brian,”
after his remarks, in which he
denounced the harassment.
Hereported being chased
in his car and called names
in business after not clearly
stating his stance against sex
trafficking at a May county
committee meeting.

He has since been con-
trite about misspeaking, and
stated that he is against sex
trafficking.

“Shame on you for using
Godinyour slander cam-
paign. Thelord Iknowwould
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Late-afternoon traffic passes over the Center Avenue bridge on the city’s south side. The bridge’s surface and its
crumbly concrete medians and barriers will be replaced as part of a 1.4 mile span the state Department of Trans-
portation plans to repave along Center Avenue. The project area spans the Rock River between the Five Points
intersection near downtown and Nicolet Street on the south side. Work is expected to be done in 2024 and 2025.

Center Avenue rebuild will span
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2024-25 construction seasons

NEIL JOHNSON
njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE — The Wiscon-
sin Department of Transpor-
tation’s expansive tear-up and
resurfacing of Center Avenue
from the Five Points near down-
town, and on south to Janes-
ville’s south side, is coming
soon. However, the work will
last abit longer than initially
expected.

The project is now being split
between two road construc-
tion seasons — the upcoming
spring, summer and fall of2024
and the 2025 road work season.

By the end 0f 2025, design
consultants on the state
Department of Transporta-
tion’s road project say, the 1.4-
mile stretch between Center
Avenue from Five Points south
toNicolet Street in the heart of
the city’s south side business

district will have new pave-
ment. And at many of the major
intersections, the upgraded
road will have improved traffic
signals and lane upgrades.
That includes a major repav-
ing of the badly worn Cen-
ter Avenue bridge surface over
the Rock River. This will entail
areworking of crumbling con-
crete barriers along the bridge’s
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KYLIE BALK-YAATENEN/KBALKYAATENEN@GAZETTEXTRA.COM
Thisemptyloton South Jackson Street near Monterey Park,
is the proposed site of an $11 million new Boys & Girls Club
of Janesville. The proposed 32,000 square-foot building is

about three times larger than the current building.

Boys & Girls Club enters next phase of campaign for new site

KYLIE BALK-YAATENEN
kbalkyaatenen@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE — Just past the
Monterey Park sign and over the
bridge on South Jackson Street
stretch four abutting vacant city
lots marked by an empty concrete
semi-circle.

Formerly the foundation for bat-
ting cages, the concrete pad now
appears to hold a makeshift skate
park set up by neighborhood kids.

This is the proposed site of an
$11 million new Boys & Girls Club
ofJanesville.

Across the street is a grassy field
that the clubis eyeing for a green
space play area.

The city of Janesville owns the
property on both sides of the
street. The Boys & Girls Clubis
currently negotiating with the
city,in hopes of all the property
being donated toiit.

The $11 million would include

construction costs, furniture,
equipment, and an endowment to
support the operation costs.

Boys & Girls Club CEO Rebecca
Veium said the club hopes to be in
the new building by June 2025.

Bill Kennedy, chair of the proj-
ect’s campaign committee, said
the committee is almost ready
tolaunch the public phase of
the campaign. It has received
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never guide me to doing some-
thing evil and spread hate,’
Knudson said.

Board member Jim Farrell,
who was also the target of dis-
tributed flyers, spoke with a
more spirited tone, saying that
he does not approve of either
child sex trafficking or illegal
immigration.

“The attacks on Supervisor
Knudson and myself are the
lowest form of politics I've ever
seen. The cowards or coward
who wrote this pamphlet is
really stooping to the lowest
level,” Farrell said. “Those of
you who have misinterpreted
or misled that we are like child
sex traffickers and we approve

of that: we don’t. Those of you
who misled, or misinterpreted
my comments or Supervisor
Knudson’s comments, neither
one of us approve of sex traf-
ficking or illegal immigration.”
The flyers encouraged peo-
ple todemand Knudson and
Farrell resign from the board.
“In this piece of crap flyer,
it says I should resign. To that
coward, 'm not resigning at
all. 'm not deterred by you
whoever the coward is that did
this. I'm going to serve the best
I can for Rock County. I think
it's horrible that a fine supervi-
sor like Brian Knudson has to
be harassed by idiots,” Farrell
added before crumbling it up
and throwing it away.
Knudson also said he would
notresign.
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Whether you have an
mmediate need for our
services or you wish to

Treating each family Who
comes to us as our own

Most public comments sup-
ported Knudson and fact-
checked the flyers.

Rock County Anti-Human
Trafficking Task Force Chair
Carrie Wyatt said she was in
attendance to dispel misin-
formation circulating across
the county about sex traffick-
ing. The group works with 35
multi-jurisdictional agen-
ciesin the county,includingin
education, law enforcement,
human services, advocacy
and health groups. The work
provides resources, educa-
tion, prevention, and interven-
tion to youth who are at risk
for being sex trafficked or who
have been.

“We have an expansive and
very cohesive group of profes-
sionals that serve on our task

force and we want our com-
munity to know that we have
educated over 6,000 adults
and students throughout Rock
County since 2017, and one of
the pieces of misinformation
we really want you to under-
stand is we are very effective,
we are experts in our commu-
nities and we do have fabulous
resources in our communi-
ties,” Wyatt said.

Board member Genia Ste-
vens, also atarget in the flyers,
did not comment during the
meeting.

Rock County Board Chair
Rich Bostwick called the flyers
“hateful”

“Itruly believe all of us con-
demn this in the strongest way.
I also believe anybody respon-
sible for this should be held

accountable,” Bostwick said.

Bostwick went on to say that
the process the board followed
used to be “discuss, vote and
then move on. I'd like to see
that start tonight”

Sheriff Curt Fell had
increased security at the
courthouse because of the
recent harassment to Knud-
son. Normally one deputy is
at the metal detectors at the
front door. On Thursday there
were two prior to the start of
the board meeting. The board
met on the fourth floor, with
four deputies and Fell sta-
tioned there. After the audi-
ence started to dwindle and
Fell and the deputies gave
aslideshow presentation
regarding recent training, two
deputies left.
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LeafGuard has been awarded
the Good Housekeeping
Seal of Approval
for 16 straight years.

Say goodbye to
gutter cleaning for good

No clogging, No cleaning

begin pre-planning a funeral
arrangement for you or
someone you love, call us.

We will be proud to serve you.

No leaking, No water damage
No ladder accidents

athering with family and friends gives everyone the opportunit
0 connect, share memories, offer words of sympathy, and build

lasting network of comfort and support as the journey towards
healing begins. It is our honor to create an atmosphere that truly
reflects and celebrates your loved one's individual life journey

t these gatherings, in our home, in your home or in your place
of worship. We will assist you with:
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5 Green Burial - &5 SAdvanced Planning
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Coomafion

Call now for your free estimate! Financing available 608-440-2319

*Offer does not include cost of material. Discount applied by
representative at time of contract execution. Offer ends 7/31/2023.

75% off of Labor*

2 Receive a $50 Visa Gift Card with your free in-home estimate
VIS *All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $50 Visa gift card. Retail value
bt L 2 nig is $50. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter

protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life partner, both cohabitating persons
m ust attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID and be legally able to enter into a contract. The

following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated  companies or entities, heir immediate family
members, previous participants in a Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company
customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value
if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant via first dass United States Ml - within 10 days of receipt of the
promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored and is subject

to change without notice prior to reservation. Offer not available in the states of CA, IN, PA and MI. Expires 7/31/23.

 Guaranteed no to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

Apfel Wolfe Funeral Home Inc.
21 S. Austin Road | Janesville, Wl
608-752-2444  www.apfelwolfe.com




