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JANESVILLE — Rock County
Board member Brian Knudson
is trying to clear his name after
not clearly stating his stance
on child sex trafficking during
a county committee meeting
in May.

Asthatis playing out, he and
other county board members
are being denounced as “bad
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County supervisor says ‘slip of
tongue’ has drawn harassment

Brian Knudson has reported having people
run up to him while he is in his car and others
call him names at local businesses.

guys” in literature being circu-
lated throughout Rock County
for not approving aresolution
designating a “Stand Against
Illegal Immigration and Child
Sex Trafficking Week.

At the county’s May 26 Pub-
lic Safety and Justice Commit-
tee meeting, Knudson spoke
against child sex trafficking and
against the resolution up for a
vote that night, but accidentally

omitted the word “not.” That
hasled to him to be directly
quoted in flyers being distrib-
uted throughout the county
in people’s mailboxes, in local
businesses and outside alocal
movie theater as, in fact, being
in favor of child sex trafficking.
“I'misspoke.Icould have
sworn on the Bible I didn’t;
Knudson said. “I'was reading
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SUMMER BLUES

A crowd filled Courthouse Park in downtown Janesville Tuesday, July 11, to listen to
Cash Box Kings play Chicago blues as part of the free Music at the Marv concert series
at the Marvin W. Roth Community Pavilion. Music at the Marv
is every Tuesday night at 6:30 p.m., through Sept. 5.
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today in Elkhorn
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Dunk third in
state amateur
tournament
atJanesville
Country Club.
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Wisconsin Supreme Court poised to take up controversial issues

CLINT WOLF
Adams Publishing Group

Janet Protasiewicz will be sworn

in as the new Supreme Court Jus-

graduate of Beloit College and a
2009 graduate of Marquette Uni-

will be the first time the court has
had aliberal majority in the 14

tice on Aug. 1 and court watchers
expect someissues such as how
legislative district boundaries are
drawn, voting rules and an abor-
tion law that dates back to 1849
could be some of the issues the
new court will review.

Stacie Rosenzweig, a 1997

versity Law School, is one of the
court watchers who will be inter-
ested to see what rulings will come
out of the newly transformed
court.

Rosenzweig, who is a share-
holder in the law firm of Halling
and Cayo in Milwaukee, said this

years she has been practicinglaw.
However, she noted just because a
justice is perceived to be conserva-
tive or liberal, that doesn’'t neces-
sarily predict how they will rule in
every situation.

BELOIT — Injust under three
weeks, the Wisconsin Supreme
Court will welcome its newest jus-
tice, which will shift the court to a
liberal majority — something that
hasn’t happened in more than a
decade.

Rosenzweig
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the title of the resolution.I am
certainly not in favor of child
sex trafficking”

Knudson has reported hav-
ing people run up to him while
heisinhis car and others call
him names atlocal businesses.
He has said he has been
harassed through email, and
his family has been harassed.

“Ifyou were a child sex
trader or a child sex offender,
would you sayitin a public
meeting? No,” Knudson said.
“Iwould never do anything to
harmachild”

Flyers have been distributed
throughout the countyin
people’s mailboxes, in busi-
nesses and outside alocal
movie theater via solicitation
quoting Knudson, citing that
meeting, when he accidentally
omitted aword when he tried
to denounce child sex traffick-
ing.

There’s even a “petition” cir-
culating for the Rock County
Board “to help stop child
sex trafficking” with a goal
0f“10,000 signatures” with a
Janesville P.O. box listed, but
withnoname onit.

Knudson said heiis wor-
ried that his charity will suffer,
or even cease to exist. Knud-
son started that charity, Chil-
dren’s Christmas Benefit, 25
years ago.

The next county board
meetingis this Thursday,

July 13, at 6 p.m. at the Rock
County Courthouse. Knudson
said he consulted an attorney
to craft a prepared statement
and said “Tam not speaking
from the hip this time”

Theresolution he was
speaking out against was
“Stand Against Illegal Immi-
gration and Child Sex Traffick-
ing Week,” proposed by Beloit
area County Board member
Mike Zoril.

Knudson was attempting
tolead into his point about
how the resolution would not
do anything to combatillegal

Flyers have been distributed throughout the
county in people’s mailboxes, in businesses and
outside a local movie theater via solicitation
quoting Knudson, citing that meeting, when he
accidentally omitted a word when he tried to
denounce child sex trafficking.

reached for this article.

The resolution penned by
Zoril at the time drew crit-
icism because it linked ille-
gal immigration and child sex
traffickers. Zoril submitted
it after an earlier resolution
he submitted, “Stand Against
Illegal Immigration,’ failed.
That, too, received criticism

“Let’s take care of the busi-
ness of our own county, Knud-
son said at the time. “Instead,
since we know it’s anissue,
let’s get out there and get out
on the street and get involved.
It’s easy to talk about it. Get
involved with the people
instead of pitting us against
each other making political
statements and making gen-
eral statements like, ‘may do
this”

Public Safety and Justice
Chairperson Mary Beaver,
who waslisted as one of the
“15bad guys” on one of the fly-
ers, said she wasn’'t aware of
either of the pieces oflitera-
ture and couldn’t comment on
either, but felt bad for Knud-
son.

“Ifeel terrible about what’s
going on. He's such anice man.
Iknow that’s not the intent of
what he meant to say, Bea-
ver said.

Zoril said he was not aware
ofthe harassment that Knud-
son was receiving nor was he
aware of the flyers circulat-
ing the county. He declined to
comment.

Atleast two types of flyers
have been distributed, one of
which has reportedly been put
in people’s mailboxes in Knud-
son’s district. Knudson serves
thevillage of Orfordville, and
Plymouth, and the towns of
Magnolia, Avon, Newark and
Spring Valley.

He said hehasbeenin con-
tact with the village of Foot-
ville postmaster about flyers
there. That flyer has “Urgent
Parent & Grandparent Alert!”
in all capital letters across the
top with theline “Protect your

because it was submitted after
the countyboard approved a
“Stand Against Racism” reso-
lution.

Also, the original draft of the
Zoril's resolution stated that
the county would have sup-
ported “NumbersUSA in its
practices to set annual immi-
gration at alevel that allows
for the stabilization of U.S.
population”

The Public Safety and Jus-
tice Committee struck that
and all references to Num-
bersUSA because of con-
cerns the county could be

Alsoin that flyer, there is
aboxwith dashed lines urg-
ing people to see “The Sound
of Freedom,” areligious film
about child sex trafficking that
has been shown at Movies 16
inJanesville.

A second flyer, which was
spotted by a Gazette reporter
ataJanesville laundromat
Monday, has the draft of the
Stand Against Child Sex Traf-
ficking and Illegal Immigra-
tion Week resolution with
handwriting such as “shame
on the Rock Co. Board” It has
asecond page with a
list of “15 bad guys” who
voted for postponing
theresolution and “11
good guys” who voted
not to postpone the
resolution. That had a
sheet of paper urging
people to watch “The
Sound of Freedom.”

The second flyer
quotes county board
member Jim Farrell
denouncing the resolu-
tion butleaves out con-
text. He made the point
that child sex traffick-
ing andillegal immigra-
tion areissues, but he
felt as though they were
notappropriate for the
county board to prior-
itize over other issues
locally.

During the meet-
ing, Farrell said, “I
don’t think some of the
new board members
understand their roles
on the countyboard.
This is a federal issue.
I'm 76 years old. Don’t
waste my time. There’s

tied to “racism.” Number-
sUSA was founded in 1996 by
John Tanton, who is detailed
as “anti-immigrant” by the
Southern Poverty Law Cen-
ter, aMontgomery, Ala-
bama-based organization that
tracks U.S. hate groups.

Although it doesn’tlabel
NumbersUSA as a hate group,
itlabelsit as one of the “Big
Three” of a network of orga-
nizations that Tanton either
helped found, founded or
funded. In the network, six are
labeled as hate groups, three of
which he founded, all “anti-im-
migrant.

Zoril has said that the res-
olution focused on a county
issue because unaccompa-
nied minors are entering the
U.S. and could end up in Rock
County.

immigration or child sextraf-  children from child sex traf- issues ofhomelessness.
ficking. He also said some of fickers & and arrogant county ~ Theresissues of pov-
thelanguage in the resolution  board supervisor Brian Knud-  erty”
was “fluff”’ son” underneath it Farrell could not be
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