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Administrators
prod legislators
over district issues

By Brian Wilson

School districts across the state are being impacted
by concerns over financial stability, staffing and testing
mandates.

On Monday evening, representatives from 20 school
districts from throughout the region came to Medford
to meet face to face with a panel of state legislators to
share their concerns and urge action at the state level.
The event continued a long tradition of inviting area
legislators to learn first-hand about school issues. The
district began hosting the events each spring in the
1990s.

Taking part in the session were State Sen. Jesse James
of the 23rd senate district, 87th district Rep. James Ed-
ming, 69th district Rep. Donna Rozar and 85th district
Rep. Patrick Snyder; all of whom are Republican. Across
them the legislators represent a broad stretch of central
Wisconsin stretching from Wausau to Eau Claire and
from Marshfield to Barron County to the north.

Panels of speakers presented on five different topic
areas presenting information to the legislators. The leg-
islators had the opportunity to ask questions and make
comments on the topics.

Vouchers

Colby district administrator Steve Kolden led the call
for increased transparency and accountability when it
comes to public funds going to private schools under the
state school voucher system.

Kolden explained that many people are unaware that
the money that goes to voucher schools comes off the
top of the state aid that public school districts receive.
He said in the Colby School district this year the local
private school received $243,571 in voucher funds which
reduced the district’s state aid by that amount. The De-
partment of Public Instruction said the public school
could increase local property taxes to offset that lost aid.

Kolden said people are unaware of where the voucher
funds come from.

“They come dollar for dollar from local property tax
payers,” Kolden said. As a result he said the Colby dis-
trict’s levy is artificially inflated by nearly a quarter
million dollars. Kolden emphasized that he was not cast-
ing blame at the private schools who utilize the voucher
program, noting that it would be financially irrespon-
sible of them to not take the money that was available
for their students. “They are playing by the rules given
to them,” he said.

Kolden went on to highlight what he sees as another
major flaw in the voucher program — lack of account-
ability. “If I have a problem with my local school board,
I vote,” Kolden said, of the power of the people to hold
boards accountable at all levels of government. He said
there is no place at the ballot box to oversee how private
schools spend the taxpayer dollars they received.

“I don’t see oversight and accountability of taxpayer
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Easter memories for everyone

Joe and Sarah Vance along with their two daughters, say hello to the Easter bunny at the Abbotsford
City Hall. The event was organized by the Abbotsford Lions Club and saw over 50 kids enjoy picking
out eggs and taking pictures with the Easter bunny. More pictures of the event and the Dorchester
Easter Egg Hunt can be found on page 9.
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Schindler takes wind turbine
fight to Marathon County board

By Kevin O’Brien

Clark County supervisor Fred
Schindler last week alerted Mara-
thon County officials to
the potential dangers of
industrial wind turbines
going up in several town-
ships on the western end [

of the county.

Speaking to the En-
vironmental Resources
Committee at its April 4
meeting, Schindler told
supervisors that three to
four townships in Clark
County and “hopefully
four to six” townships in Mara-
thon County are looking to devel-
op a “block ordinance” that would
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regulate wind turbines beyond neighboring
what the state currently does.
Schindler, who lives in Cur-
tiss, said Clark County is already
working with Eau Claire
and Columbia counties
on the wind farm issue
and would like to also
reach out to Marathon
County, for the “health,
safety and well-being of
township residents.”
The biggest concern,
according to Schindler,
is that the state of Wis-
consin has not changed
its setback for wind tur-
bines since 2012, even though
the turbines continue to get tall-

Fred chinder

no evidence

residences was es-

tablished when the turbines were
250 to 300 feet tall, but since then,
they have grown to 600 feet and
are going to increase to 825 feet in
a couple of years, Schindler said.

As wind turbines grow taller,
he said they cause more prob-
lems with “shadow flicker” and
vibration, which results in more
health risks to residents and loss
of property value.

A representative of RWE Re-
newables, which is looking to es-
tablish a wind farm in northeast
Clark County, has said there is

that wind turbines

cause health problems.

er. The 1,250-foot setback from
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Schindler

Continued from page 1

Schindler said townships in Eau
Claire and Lincoln counties have
passed ordinances increasing the local
setbacks to one mile from residences,
or 10 times the height of the turbine.
The ordinances also lower the allow-
able noise levels from 50 decibels dur-
ing the daytime and 45 at night down
to 35 around the clock. In addition, the
ordinances allow residents within two
miles of a turbine to be reimbursed
for property value losses if they occur,
he said.

“There are so many that think the
state statute cannot be overruled. It
can be overruled by a little, tiny 6-by-6
township. It’s being done in the west-
ern part of the state,” he said. “There
are definitely health and safety risks
and issues to these turbines. It’s up to
the town (board) members to do their
best to protect the citizens of their
townships.”

In January, the Clark County of
Board of Supervisors passed a resolu-
tion calling on the state to revise its
wind energy regulations and allow lo-
cal governments to enact more strin-
gent rules. The resolution cites con-
cerns with unfair contracts presented
to landowners, liability avoidance by
wind companies, lack of zoning con-
trol by local municipalities and the
impact on agricultural land during a
time of rising food prices.

Farmland First, a group formed by
rural residents of Clark and Mara-
thon counties, held two events in

March - one in Stratford and the other
in Curtiss — to address concerns about
proposed wind farm operations in
the area. Hundreds of farmers and
other residents attended, with many
expressing opposition and skepticism
regarding the possibility of wind tur-
bines being built on local properties.

The hearings are a reaction to ef-
forts by Innvergy, a Chicago-based
company that is hoping to establish
a wind farm in western Marathon
County, and RWE Renewables, head-
quartered in Germany, which is focus-
ing on a Clark County project.

Later during last week’s meeting,
the ERC committee approved a pro-
posed fee increase for small-scale
wind operations producing 300 Kkilo-
watts or less. Conservation, Zoning
and Planning said Marathon County
currently does not have any small-
scale operations, but after staff spoke
to other counties, the department rec-
ommended a fee of $100 per turbine to
inspect the systems. The county previ-
ously charged $100 for reviewing an
entire small-scale wind system.

Zoning specialist Garrett Pagel told
the committee that other counties
have a “highly variable” set of fees
for small wind energy systems, with
Grant County charging $1,500 per tur-
bine plus the cost of a conditional use
permit. He also noted that most other
counties require small wind power
operations to obtain a conditional use
permit.
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As currently written in Marathon
County’s ordinance, Pagel said wind
energy systems that produce 300 kilo-
watts or less are considered a “permit-
ted use” in all zoning districts except
Farmland Preservation, where a con-
ditional use permit is required.

Other fees approved

The wind turbine fee was just one
of many zoning fee changes reviewed
and adopted by the committee last
week. For example, CPZ also recom-
mended a $50 flat fee for permitting
roof-mounted solar power arrays,
instead of treating them like other
accessory structures and charging a
size-based fee.

Another newly proposed fee is $250
for determining the navigability of a
body of water, which is needed to en-
force the county’s shoreland zoning
regulations. CPZ says these determi-
nations require a pair of staff mem-
bers to do two hours of field work,
plus another staffer to complete a re-
port for the Wisconsin DNR.

“It is a rather time-intensive under-
taking,” Pagel said.

The DNR says a body of water is
“navigable” if you can “float a craft
on a recurring basis,” Pagel said, and
the area also has to have a defined bed
and bank.

“It can’t just be a flat ditch that
sometimes holds water,” he said. “It
has to have those defined features, a
bed and bank.”

Pagel said the county normally
makes its navigability determination
based on observational opinions, but
if the DNR challenges it, a craft would
have to be literally floated on the wa-
ter.

If a property is found to be located
along a navigable body of water, the
county’s shoreland zoning rules take
effect. For a property owner, Pagel
said this would mean paying $400 for a
shoreline alteration permit to put up
a shed within 100 feet of a river, com-
pared to a general permit for $125 to
do the same thing outside a shoreline
zone.
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The DNR also does navigability de-
terminations, at a cost of $300, but
CPZ director Laurie Miskimins said
the agency is “pushing on us to take
over this duty” as part of enforcing its
shoreland zoning ordinance. She said
other counties will likely start charg-
ing for the determinations if they
want to enforce similar ordinances.

Supervisor Tony Sherfinski said, as
someone who went through a naviga-
bility determination as a landowner,
he believes the county is best suited
to provide answers about the process
and what effects it might have.

“I think that’s a valuable service,”
he said.

The committee also added a new $100
fee for the sale or exchange of coun-
ty-zoned town properties, and a $50
fee for town-zoned properties. A $100
fee for accessory structures within a
floodplain was eliminated, and so was
a $175 fee for special zoning permits
that accompany a mitigation plan.

Supervisor Dave Overbeck won-
dered if any analysis was done on the
proposed fees to determine if they
were justified based on the expense in-
curred by CPZ.

“Does it really reflect the hours the
department is putting in for these
items?” he asked.

Miskimins said that’s “a very com-
plicated question,” but she said the fee
changes being proposed are for activi-
ties where the department knows for
sure it is not recouping its costs. She
said CPZ was also looking to eliminate
some fees that are “duplicative” and
add ones for newer services, such as
solar and wind inspections.

“I can’t give you the full picture yet
because we’re actually doing some
analysis this year to try and get a bet-
ter handle on that in light of the class
wage increases,” she said, referring to
a countywide boost in compensation
rates passed last year by the county
board.

The committee voted to adopt the
proposed fee changes, which do not
require further action from the full
county board to take effect.

off the newsstand price
with a subscription!

I
o mailed to
elsewhere in US

Renew subscriptions by walk-in, mail, phone or by going through our website at www.centralwinews.com

Tribune-Phonograph
| O Renew for 1 Year
| U New Subscription

The Record-Review
O Renew for 1 Year
U New Subscription

I
I
Name
I Address I
| City State Zip |
County Phone Number
Email I
| Send payments to: TP Printing Co. |
103 W. Spruce St., PO. Box 677, Abbotsford, WI 54405
| Call 715-223-2342 For Credit Card Payments |



	1
	4

