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Goats are now grazing grass on
the former Hillmoor Golf Course
property.

About 50 goats from Vegeta-
tion Solutions LLC of Richland
Center recently arrived at the
former Hillmoor Golf Course
property to clear several acres of
grass.

Members of the Lake Geneva
City Council unanimously ap-
proved a conditional use permit,
March 27, to allow for husbandry
land use on the former Hillmoor
Golf Course property, 333 E. Main
St., to allow goat grazing to occur
on the property.

The city council members ap-
proved a contract with Vegeta-
tion Solutions, Dec. 27, 2022, to
provide goat grazing services on
the property.

The project was proposed to
help clear several acres of grass
at the former golf course.

City officials estimated that it
would cost about $975 to trans-
port the goats to and from the
property, about $350 a day to
rent the goats and about $550 a
week for public works employees
to check on the goats.

A goat sponsoring campaign
was conducted to help fund the
project.

People may still sponsor a
goat for $35 by sending cash or
a check, made out to the City of
Lake Geneva Goat Fund, to City
of Lake Geneva, 626 Geneva St.,
Lake Geneva, WI. 53147.

The goats arrived during the
week of June 12 and are expected

o t0 remain on the property for
1 about three weeks.
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Several sponsors and their children feed some goats, June 22. Lake Geneva officials conducted a goat sponsoring campaign to help fund the goat-
grazing project. Mayor Charlene Klein scheduled a special day for the sponsors to view the goats.

Goats grazmg at Hillmoor

About 50 goats from Vegetatron Solutrons LLC have arrrved at the former H|IImoor GoIf Course property to
graze grass.

Benjamin Robel, co-owner of
Vegetation Solutions, said the
goats initially will clear about a
three-acre area of grass near the
former driving range then an-
other three to four acres if time
allows.

“It depends on how much they
go through and how much time
we have here” he said.

Robel said the goats are
checked on daily by himself and
city staff. He said, so far, the goats
seem to be adapting well to their

temporary home on the former
Hillmoor Golf property.
“They’re doing just fine,” Robel
said. “They have plenty of vege-
tation, plenty of water and plenty
of people checking on them
Robel said the amount of food
the goats eat and the amount of
water they drink varies each day.
“Tt depends on how hot it is;”
Robel said. “It depends on how
much they drink, but they will
probably drink half a gallon per
head, per day— maybe 20 gallons

total a day”

Robel said the young goats are
often kept with their parents.

“If you ween them or sepa-
rate them, the lambs don’t know
who to follow and they have this
bond,” Robel said. “The mom
shows them where the water is.
The mom shows them how to
load into the trailer. The mom
teaches them to stay in the
fence— all of that stuff”

Please see GOATS, Page A2

Reading
program
expands
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dhines@lakegenevanews.net

All children in Walworth
County, up to the age of 5 years
old, are now eligible to receive
a free book each month.

Officials from the Walworth
County Reading Project have
expanded their program to in-
clude all of Walworth County.

The Walworth County Read-
ing Project was established
in July 2022 to help bring the
Dolly Parton’s Imagination
Library program to the area,
which allows children to re-
ceive a free book a month until
their fifth birthday.

The reading project initially
was offered in Lake Geneva
and the Bloomfield/Genoa
City area, but the organiza-
tion recently obtained enough
funding to offer the program
throughout Walworth County.

Carrie Spiegelhoff, presi-
dent of the Walworth County
Reading Project Board, said
the Walworth County Reading
Project was one of 15 organi-
zations to receive a $10,000
grant from the Gage Marine
Corporation.

Officials from Gage Marine

Please see PROJECT, Page A2

Rotary Club
plans butterfly
garden

DENNIS HINES
dhines@lakegenevanews.net

Butterflies could be fluttering
around the Lake Geneva Public
Library sometime next spring.

Members of the Lake Geneva
Rotary Club plan to establish a
monarch habitat garden near the
back of the Lake Geneva Public
Library on the west side of the
building.

The Lake Geneva City Coun-
cil unanimously approved plans
for the monarch habitat garden,
June 26.

Members of the Lake Geneva
Board of Park Commissioners
unanimously approved to rec-
ommend plans for the butterfly
garden to city aldermen, June 20.

Please see GARDEN, Page A2
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The Rotary Club members first
presented plans for the monarch
habitat garden during the June
20 board of park commissioners
meeting.

JillRodriguez, project coordina-
tor, said the Rotary Club members
developed the idea for the butterfly
garden while discussing the organi-
zation’s strategic plan.

“We just finished doing a stra-
tegic plan through the Rotary Club
and the one thing that come out
loud and clear is that our members
are very concerned about protect-
ing the environment, which is a
newer initiative of Rotary Club In-
ternational,” Rodriguez said. “We
tossed a bunch of ideas around
then we talked about potentially
doing a monarch habitat garden.
Everyone was excited. Everyone
was onboard”

Rodriguez said the Rotary Club
members feel the back of the Lake
Geneva Public Library building, 918
W. Main St., will be an ideal loca-
tion for the butterfly garden.

“It would be adjacent to the
building, so we would mulch
around the edges,” Rodriguez said.
“It would be sort of self-contained
so mowing wouldn’t be an issue”

Members of the Rotary Club will
construct and maintain the butter-
fly garden. Funding for the project
will come from a grant from Rotary
District 6270 and matching funds
from alocal organization.

“The Rotary Club is commit-
ted to building and maintaining,’
Rodriguez said. “So ongoing, we
would do whatever it took to sus-
tain it, make sure we don’t have
milkweed pods everywhere and
continue it as an ongoing thing”

The Rotary Club members also
plan to install a sign that includes
information about monarch but-
terfly habitats near the garden.

“It’s just really educational, so
we think that would be a great ad-

Members of the Lake Geneva Rotary Club plan to install a butterfly garden near the Lake Geneva Public Library.

dition,” Rodriguez said. “The sign
would be included. We look to
have some assistance from public
works to install it. But we do have
money in the grant to prepare the
grounds.”

Rodriguez said the Rotary Club
plans to work with the Geneva
Lake Conservancy, University
of Wisconsin Extension Service,
Northwind Perennial Farm, Lake
Geneva Public Library and Lake
Geneva Public Works Department
on the project.

“What’s really exciting is the
partnerships we’re developing to
potentially do this,” Rodriguez said.
“We’re working with Northwind
Perennial Farm. Julie Hill from the
extension has done alot of work on
pollinators and butterfly gardens,
so they’re kind of our partners.

The library is totally on board with
it and they plan to make it a very
educational experience as well as
anatural habitat. The children’sli-
brarian has expressed an interest in
having alittle plot where every year,
as part of this program, kids can
come out and either hatch chrysa-
lis or plant vegetables if they want ”

Rodriguez said the Rotary Club
plans to start the project in the fall
and complete it in spring 2024.

“We're going to do a mon-
arch-pooloza event and invite the
public,” Rodriguez said. “I think
then they can buy into it and take
ownership. We could do a lot of
children’s programs. We're going
to work with the experts to create
the garden, because Idon’t pretend
to be an expert”

Cindy Forster-Feuredi, president

of the park board of commission-
ers, said sheis in favor of a butterfly
garden being established near the
library.

“Ilovetheidea Forster-Feuredi
said. “I think it’s fantastic”

Alderwoman Linda Frame, who
also is a member of the park board
of commission, said she also likes
the idea of the butterfly garden.

“T think it’s an excellent idea,”
Frame said. “I’'m excited”

During the city council meeting,
Alderman Ken Howell asked if the
monarch butterfly garden would be
operational throughout the year.

“I'm just curious,” Howell said.
“It’s a nice idea, but I'm just won-
dering about it”

Rodriguez said the butterfly gar-
den willremain dormant during the
winter.
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“It will be a garden with plant-
ings that will go pretty much dor-
mant during the winter, because
it’s not enclosed;” Rodriguez said.
“We will have butterfly bushes,
milkweed and a variety of other
perennial plants.”’

Alderwoman Shari Straube
proposed that the Rotary Club sell
some of the plant seeds at the end
of the summer so people can plant
them in their own yard.

Rodriguez said that is something
the Rotary Club members could
consider.

“That’s awonderfulidea,” Rodri-
guez said. “Think big”

Mayor Charlene Klein said the
butterfly garden will be a welcome
addition to the areanear the library.

“It’s going to be a great educa-
tional experience,’ Klein said.

Goats
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Mayor Charlene Klein said
she is pleased with the amount
of grass the goats have grazed on
the property, so far.

“They’re doing a good job,”

Klein said. “So they’re making
some progress.”

Klein allowed people who
sponsored a goat to view the
animals, June 21. However,
Klein said the goats will not be
accessible to the public for the
rest of the time they are in Lake
Geneva.

“We keep the goats locked,’
Klein said. “I just had a day for
the sponsors.”

Vegetation Solutions has been
in business for about 13 years.

The company has provided
grass-grazing services for the
Wisconsin Department of Nat-
ural Resources, O’Hare Interna-

tional Airport, City of Chicago,
park districts, school and nature
centers.

Robel said the goats will be
transported to several commu-
nities this summer.

“They have a list of places
to go this summer,” Robel said.
“This is the traveling team.”

The City of Lake Geneva pur-
chased the former Hillmoor
Golf Course property last year
for about $6 million from White
River Holdings LLC.

A Hillmoor Ad Hoc Commit-
tee has been formed to help the
city find potential uses for the

property.

Project
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recently awarded $150,000 in
grants to 15 different organi-
zation to honor the business’s
150th anniversary. About 98 or-
ganizations applied for a grant.

Spiegelhoff said the Gage
Marine grant and funding from
other local organizations and
businesses has helped the Wal-
worth County Reading Project to
expand its program.

“It’s hard to put it into words.
We’re so excited. It’s been so
rewarding to have the program
grow so quickly,” Spiegelhoff
said. “Just to have the generos-
ity of the community behind us
it clearly shows that it’s a proj-
ect people will support and are
excited about. So we’re thrilled

to have the support of the com-
munity and to be able to help
families and kids.”

Doug Bartz, Walworth County
Reading Project Board member,
said he is honored that the Wal-
worth County Reading Project
was one of several organizations
toreceive a grant from Gage Ma-
rine.

“To be chosen for one of those
was an honor,” Bartz said. “To be
recognized for the work and to
be recognized that children are
definitely in need of building
that bond with their families
and having reading time, it’s an
honor”

Owners of Lake City Social,
111 Center St. in Lake Geneva,
also are helping to raise funding
for the reading project.

Through July 9, Lake City
Social customers may round

up their bill to have additional
funding donated to the reading
project, also $3 of every “Good
Karma” bloody Mary drink that
is sold will go towards the orga-
nization.

Lake City Social also will host
a fundraising event from 3 p.m.
to 9 p.m., June 29 in which 20%
of the proceeds from food and
beverage sales will be donated
to the Walworth County Read-
ing Project.

Spiegelhoff said the June 29
fundraising event also is to cel-
ebrate the program expanding
throughout Walworth County.

“It’s a chance for us to cele-
brate opening up to the entire
county and getting the word
out,” Spiegelhoff said. “All of
the fundraising will go to kids
and sending books out.”

Bartz said members of the

Walworth County Reading Proj-
ect Board will be at the event to
informresidents about the proj-
ect and to sign children up for
the program.

“So if anybody has any ques-
tions about what the project and
what we do, we will be there that
night,” Bartz said. “It’s a cele-
bration for us as well but it’s also
looking at the future of sustain-
ing this program in Walworth
County.”

Spiegelhoff said past spon-
sors and donors of the program
also are welcomed to attend the
event.

“We're definitely inviting
both families and our sponsors
to come join us that night for a
social night out,” Spiegelhoff
said.

Parents can register their
children for the program by vis-

iting www.imaginationlibrary.
com and entering their zip code.
For more information about
the Walworth County Reading
Project, send an email message
to walworthcountyreadingproj-
ect@gmail.com.

Children will receive their
first book within eight to 12
weeks after being registered,
then they will receive one book
amonth after that.

Spiegelhoff said about 800
children in the county have been
registered for the program, so
far.

“Imagination Library is really
our sole project,” Spiegelhoff
said. “The response has been
great. We have had almost 800
childrenregister for the program
and that’s growing every day. I
can see that being a thousand
children within a few months.”

Lake Geneva Regional News

315 Broad Street
Lake Geneva, Wl 53147

Regional News Staff
Travis Devlin,
News/sports editor
tdevlin@lakegenevanews.net

John Mickey, Account Executive
jmickey@lakegenevanews.net

Steve Targo, Special Sections
Coordinator
STargo@lakegenevanrews.net

Dennis Hines, Reporter
DHines@lakegenevanews.net

Eric Johnson, Reporter
ejohnson@lakegenevanews.net

Editorial Board

Elizabeth Lupo DiVito
Patrick Quinn
Travis Devlin

Advertising

To Place an ad call:
John Mickey at 262-325-4600

Newsroom

262-248-8096
newsroom@lakegenevanews.net

Customer service/
subscriptions

Call Customer Service at
262-248-4444

To subscribe go to www.lakegenev-
anews.net/members/join/

The Lake Geneva Regional News is
a part of Lee Enterprises, which
includes the Journal Times in
Racine and Kenosha News.

If you notice incorrect information,
contact us at
newsroom@Ilakegenevanews.net.
Corrections will run on this page.

RL ake Geneva
EGIONAL EWS
USPC 302-260
Published every Thursday by
the Lake Geneva Printing & Publishing Co.

315 Broad St., Lake Geneva, Wl 53147
Periodicals postage paid at Lake Geneva, WI

Postmaster: Send address
Changes to The Lake Geneva Regional News,
315 Broad St., Lake Geneva, WI 53147

Advertising Adjustment Policy: The Lake Geneva Regional News takes care
to ensure your advertisement is correct. However, we cannot be responsible for
errors in any advertisement beyond the first publication of the advertisement.
In the case of error, adjustment is limited to the cost of that portion of the
advertisement wherein the error occurred.

The newspaper is printed in part on recycled paper and is recyclable.

PRICING

The Lake Geneva News is a Lee Enterprises Newspaper and is
published daily. USPS: 53147. Postmaster send address changes
to 315 Broad St., Lake Geneva, WI, 53147. Periodical postage paid
at Lake Geneva.

The subscription price includes all applicable sales tax and a
charge for the convenience of having the paper delivered. A non-
refundable account setup fee will be charged to qualifying new
starts. We reserve the right to change your subscription rate at
any time. Contact at 888-460-8725 .

Subscription Offers

All subscription offers available at lakegenevanews.net, includ-
ing those advertised through our email promotions, on-site
messaging, social media, and any external means of promotion,
are valid for new subscribers only. You must not have been a
subscriber in the past thirty (30) days to register for a new
subscription offer. You understand that delivery and billing

will continue beyond the initial order period unless you cancel
your subscription as detailed in the next paragraph. Rates may
change after introductory offer period. There is a non-refund-
able one-time account set up fee of $6.99 for all new subscribers.

Auto-Renewal, Cancellation, Refund, and Subscription
Renewal Policy

If you register for EZ Pay or debit banking (ACH) payments,
your Digital Only or Print + Digital subscription service (your
“Subscription”) will automatically renew. On the last day of
your current term (your “Renewal Date”), your Subscription
will automatically renew for the same length of time, at the
then-current Subscription rate, which we may change in our
discretion, unless you choose to cancel more than twenty-one

(21) days before your Renewal Date (your “Cancellation Date”).

YOU MAY CANCEL YOUR SUBSCRIPTION BY CALLING US AT 888-
460-8725 .

Prior to the Cancellation Date, we will send you a notice remind-
ing you about the renewal of your Subscription. Subscribers
who prefer to receive paper renewal notices in the mail will be
charged $4.99 for each renewal notice; this fee is waived for
subscribers who sign up to receive their renewal notices via email.
If you wish to receive renewal notices via email, please contact us
at 888-460-8725 .

IF YOU DO NOT AFFIRMATIVELY CANCEL YOUR SUBSCRIPTION

BEFORE YOUR CANCELLATION DATE, YOU WILL BE CHARGED FOR AN
ADDITIONAL TERM FOR THE SUBSCRIPTION YOU INITIALLY SELECT-
ED AT THE RATES IN EFFECT AT THE TIME OF RENEWAL.

If you have provided us with a valid credit card number or an
alternate payment method saved in your account, and you have

not cancelled by your Cancellation Date, your Subscription will be
automatically processed up to fourteen (14) days in advance of
your Renewal Date, and the payment method you provided to us

at or after the time of your initial Subscription purchase will be
charged.

We reserve the right to change your Subscription rate at the next
renewal period. If you are not satisfied with your Subscription
rate or service, you may cancel your Subscription at any time.
No refunds will be returned if remainder of the Subscription
term is under thirty (30) days. The refund amount of any balance
over $25.00 will be returned minus an early termination fee of
$25.00. No refunds for Digital Only subscriptions are provided.

Subscriptions

Print subscribers get the benefit of newspaper home delivery
and digital access. Therefore, if you register for a subscription
plan, you are subject to the Auto-Renewal, Cancellation, Refund

and Paper Renewal Policy described above, as well as the addi-
tional terms and conditions set forth below.

All Subscriptions include unlimited digital access, but there
may be links to content on other websites owned by our parent
company that can be accessed only through an additional
paywall. In such cases, your Subscription to content behind a
separate paywall will be governed by any additional terms that
are associated therewith. To access these benefits, you must
first provide your email address, register with lakegenevanews.
net/services, and activate your account online. To activate your
digital account visit lakegenevanews.net/activate.

You can manage your account at lakegenevanews.net/services

Vacation Policy

Vacation holds up to thirty (30) days will continue to bill at
regular rate while full digital access is maintained, and you may
request a vacation pack (print copies of the newspapers held
and delivered upon return) of up to thirty (30) days. Extended
vacations of thirty-one (31) days or more will not incur charges and
all Subscription benefits will be suspended during that time.




