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Under the Bridge
by Joe Hart
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Colon cancer is one of the most preventable types of cancer—when it’s detected early. 

To help save lives, Gundersen Boscobel Area Hospital and Clinics 
makes it easy to get screened. Call (608) 375-6286 for more information,
or visit GUNDERSENHEALTH.ORG/COLON-CANCER.

Bell received Chuck Yahn award
The 36th Annual Boscobel Athletic Boosters Tailgate was 
held Friday afternoon, Sept. 16 at the Gene Larsen Memo-
rial Shelter at Kronshage Park. The Boscobel High School 
Marching Band performed while food was served, and 
student-athletes from Boscobel’s fall sports programs (cross 
country, football, and volleyball) were recognized during 
the tailgate. The annual tailgate, which began in 1987, also 
featured updates from the Boscobel Area School District 
administration and the booster club. The Chuck Yahn Me-
morial Award, which is presented by the Boscobel Athletic 
Boosters with  “grateful recognition and appreciation for 
many hours of extraordinary service dedicated to assisting 
the Boscobel Athletic Boosters. Boscobel School District, 
Student-Athletes, alumni, friends, and parents,” was given 
to Todd Bell, who is currently an assistant football coach at 
Boscobel. Bell is a 1991 graduate of Boscobel High School 
and has spent decades coaching youth sports, including 
wrestling and football, in Boscobel.
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New policy follows council blunder
By JOE HART

Boscobel’s Common Coun-
cil recently sold a one-acre 
parcel of city land on Cedar 
Road that included a roughly 
26-by-34-foot insulated shed 
used by the Street Department 
for vehicle storage. 

But that news came as a 
surprise to the council at their 
September 19 meeting. All 
eight aldermen and the mayor 
believed that they had sold a 

vacant parcel—for $12,000.
The error was brought to 

light by Dirk Brown, who 
addressed the council during 
public comments. “I don’t 
know who set the price on 
that building,” he said. “I have 
people telling me they would 
pay $40,000 for it.”

“We were under the impres-
sion it was just the land, and we 
sell land for a dollar per square 
foot,” Alderman Milt Cashman 

Boscobel District recognized by SWTC 
for Dual Credit participation recently
By GILLIAN POMPLUN
Southwest Technical Col-

lege has recognized the Bosco-
bel School District for their 
high level of participation in 
the technical college’s ‘Dual 
Credit’ program. Kim Schmelz, 
director of the Southwest Tech 
Foundation, was present at 
the district’s September 12 
school board meeting to thank 
them, and to present a $2,500 
donation for their second place 
finish among all participating 
school districts.

The district achieved the 
‘silver’ level of recognition, 
with a 7.9 percent increase in 
student participation over the 
2020-2021 school year. The 
silver recognition means that 
students participated in two 
or more dual credit programs, 
and 35 percent or more of high 
school students are enrolled.

“This newly established 
award recognizes the four top 
performing school districts 
for largest percentage increase 
from the previous year for 
students enrolling in the dual 
credit programs,” Schmelz 
said. “The award is calculated 
by the number of unduplicated 
students enrolled divided by 
the total number of high school 
students for the given year. 
The previous year percentage 
is subtracted from the current 
year percentage.”

The ‘Dual Credit’ program 
refers to a course in which a 
high school student receives 
both high school credit and 

college credit. It provides an 
opportunity for high school 
students to take college level 
coursework while in high 
school in order to get a head 
start on earning college credits 
while fulfilling high school 
graduation requirements. Dual 
credit opportunities through 
SWTC include transcripted 
credit, advance standing, 38.14 
contracted courses, Start Col-
lege Now, and the CollEDGE 
Up program.

At the meeting, four students 
addressed the school board, 
sharing what the Dual Credit 
program had meant to them. 
Those students, all seniors, are 
Kira Brownlee, Caydon El-
liott, Skyler Carlin, and Logan 
Davidson.

“I was able to take an Intro-
duction to Corrections class 
through SWTC, and I really 
enjoyed the class,” Brownlee 
told the board. “After gradua-
tion, I hope to work as a cor-
rections officer at the prison in 
Boscobel.”

Caydon Elliott said he had 
been able to take EMT certi-
fication classes both in-person 
and online. He said his grand-
father had inspired him to 
pursue the training, and he 
looked forward to serving the 
community after graduation.

Logan Davidson said that 
through the Gear Up program 
she was able to take diversity 
studies and introduction to psy-

(See BOARD, Pg. 6, Col. 1)

Five in two weeks

Evictions hit Cozy Acres trailer park
By JOE HART

Five households in Bosc-
obel’s Cozy Acres Mobile 
Home Park have received 
eviction notices since Septem-
ber 8, two weeks after The Dial 
published a two-month-long 
investigation into substandard 
living conditions in the trailer 
park. In the 10 years prior to 
2022, only 12 evictions have 
been filed against Cozy Acres 
residents, according to Grant 
County Court records.

Named in court filings dat-
ed September 8 are Donald 
Shawgo, Steve Woodside, 
and Matthew Turner. All three 
owe back rent: $1,884.24, 
$3,566.90, and $4,374.03, 
respectively. Woodside rents 
his trailer from Turner, who 
lives next door. All three cases 
are scheduled for a hearing in 
Grant County Court for Octo-
ber 3 at 9:30 a.m. 

Two more cases were filed 
on September 19, as this is-
sue of the paper went to print. 
Those evictions were filed 
on Janna Smith and Travis 
Atkinson, with a hearing date 
of October 17, 9:30 a.m. Back 

rent is not yet listed for these 
cases.

Sgt. Todd Miller of the Grant 
County Sheriff’s Office said he 
forwarded a list of August’s 
sheriff contacts at the trailer 
park to manager Bruce Zinkle. 
“I made contact after the story 
ran,” Miller said. “We’d had 
a few more calls come in to 
one trailer involving the same 
person, so I called Bruce and 
said, ‘we’re having problems 
with these few people,’ and he 
said, ‘I’m serving evictions as 
we speak.’”

Bad apples?
A glitch in the department’s 

software makes it difficult to 
accurately count the number 
of 911 dispatches to any par-
ticular trailer in Cozy Acres. 
(Miller’s monthly listings are 
an attempt to get more precise 
information on an ongoing 
basis.) 

But for department records 
that do exist, all five proper-
ties show Sheriff contact, to 
varying degrees, for offenses 
like disturbing the peace or 
animal complaints. It’s virtu-
ally impossible, however, to 

determine whether they’re 
responsible for more law en-
forcement contact than other 
residents of the park. 

Miller’s August report in-
cludes a domestic disturbance 
at Turner’s address, a property 
dispute at Woodside’s, and an 
abuse and harassment com-
plaint at Atkinson’s. Shawgo 
and Smith’s addresses do not 
appear in the August report. 

No arrests or charges were 
made in connection with these 
911 calls. 

Turner, who owns and oper-
ates a thrift store and works 
part-time as a mechanic, 
told the Dial that most of his 
troubles came from an ex-
girlfriend who no longer lives 
at the residence. The property 
dispute involved someone try-
ing to reclaim property they’d 
abandoned at Woodside’s resi-
dence. 

“It’s nothing criminal,” said 
Turner. “No one was arrested 
or anything. I’ve had 911 calls 
in the past with my ex and it 
was just a lot of drama. I nor-

Freedom to read
Boscobel’s Hildebrand Memorial Library is celebrating the 
American Library Association’s (ALA) Banned Books Week 
with a display of frequently banned books. The event is 
designed to “celebrate the freedom to read.” According to 
the ALA, libraries nationwide are facing “unprecedented” 
attempts to ban books. Not here, reports Hildebrand’s librar-
ian, Janelle Miller. She’s faced no banning attempts in her 
time at the library.  

said. “No one ever mentioned 
a building.”

In fact, the shed received 
passing mention during at 
least one prior meeting and 
is marked and labeled on the 
survey map that was included 
in the council materials. But 
it had never been the subject 
of focused discussion during 
the consideration of the sale 

Referendum approved for 2023 ballot (See COUNCIL, Pg. 6, Col. 5)

(See EVICTIONS, Pg. 2, Col. 1)

School board questioned about missing trophies
By JOE HART

Upset alumni are giving 
Boscobel High School staff-
ers a Bronx cheer after some 
athletic trophies ended up in 

the trash. 
The dustup began with a 

routine reshuffle of the many 
trophies on display in the hall-
way of the school, according 

to District Administrator Lisa 
Wallin-Kapinus. 

“The cases are overcrowd-
ed,” she explained. “We have 
lots and lots of cool trophies 
and we’re trying to put them 
in order.” School staff, includ-
ing the activities director and 
coaching staff, emptied the 
cases and began the process 
of sorting trophies into catego-
ries, as well as sending some 
to be refurbished or remade, 
she said. 

“Some were broken, and 
some were aged,” Wallin-
Kapinus said. “Some were in 
storage for years. And there 
were some that got disposed 
of. It was a limited amount. 
Very limited. This happens at 
all schools, I know for a fact.”

That might have been the 
end of the story, except that 
another staffer retrieved them 
from the garbage and started 
making phone calls. 

Discarded history
One of those phone calls 

was to Pam Zimpel. With her 
husband Doug, she founded a 
cross country course to honor 
the memory of their son, Ryan, 
an athlete who died in a car 
accident in 2003. Some of the 
discarded trophies had been 
earned on their course. 

“I was really mad about it,” 
she said. 

She called a classmate, 
Verne St. Vincent, who felt 
the same way and called the 
school board to let them know. 

“I thought this was wrong 
(See TROPHIES, Pg. 4, Col. 5)

I’VE BEEN thinking a lot 
about the notion of compas-
sion. 

Sympathy for the suffering 
of others. Or, in its original 
Latin form, simply “to suffer 
with.”

We witnessed a good ex-
ample of compassion here 
in the Boscobel area this 
weekend. Donations to the 
fund to restore our cemetery 
from tornado damage poured 
in from all corners. Nearby 
towns unaffected by the 
twister emptied their hearts 
and their wallets for no other 
reason than that they wanted 
to “suffer with” us. 

And at the end of the day, 
the fund for repairs topped 
$130,000.

•
One reason the pandemic 

has made us harder, more 
suspicious, more divided, 
less compassionate, might 
be that unlike a tornado, 
with its random violence, 
disease is spread from person 
to person. Compassion and 
suspicion have a hard time 
coexisting. 

Perhaps we were doomed 
to our current state of con-
flict back in 2019 when we 
learned to mistrust a hand-
shake. 

•
What does a compassion-

ate person bring to the events 
unfolding at Cozy Acres? 

For me, I’ve just always 
rooted for the underdog—
lived, I guess, at the place 
where compassion meets 
a sense of justice. Which 
makes sense: If you “suf-
fer with” the people at Cozy 
Acres, you’re likely to get 
angry. 

Some readers have fo-
cused on the notion of people 
taking personal responsibil-
ity for their choices. There’s a 
deep truth to this idea. Each 
of us should take a dry, hon-
est look at our own choices, 
how they’ve impacted our 
lives and the lives of others, 
whether family or stranger. 

The thing about taking 
personal responsibility is 
that it’s something you can 
do only for yourself. It’s like 
parachuting out of a plane—if 
you try to make someone else 
take the jump, it will prob-
ably end badly. 

•
And then there’s the ques-

tion of what choices are laid 
out in front of you to begin 
with. All of us reading this, 
we’ll never be royals. 

Some people who encour-
age others to pull themselves 
up by their bootstraps did so 
themselves. But not many. 

Some of us overcome the 
disadvantages that we’re 
born into. Some of us don’t 
need to overcome them be-
cause we’ve never had to 
face them. 

•
A compassionate person 

can believe that a suffering 
person could do better, over-
come difficulty, take personal 
responsibility, and live with 
the consequences of their 
actions. 

But if you believe all those 
things, without “suffering 
with,” it might be time to take 
a dry, honest look at that 
choice and how it’s affecting 
those around you.
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Amish Goods • Apple Wine
Pie & Ice Cream

VISIT OUR GIFT SECTION

Apple Cider Donuts

59th Annual
Apple Festival63nd Annual

Apple Festival
23-25

September

We’re open until 6 p.m. on busy weekends.
Located on State Highway 171,

 three and a half miles east of Gays Mills
Find Kickapoo Orchard On Facebook! • 735-4637

MORE SECONDS AVAILABLE
Hard To Find Heirlooms Apples
New Fresh Items In The Bakery

Open 7 days a week 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

44245 State Highway 171, Gays Mills • 624-3783

Something for everyone!
Even Sugar Free

Call 624.3783 or stop in to order!

4 Great Variety of Pies
4 Caramel Apple Pizza
4 Cinnamon Rolls
4 Cider Donuts 

4 Turnovers
4 Caramel Apples
& Much More!

Speciality Treats

STOP EARLY 

BEFORE WE 
SELL OUT!

Hwy. 61 & 171 at Rolling Ground • 624-5684

Come In For Good Food 
& Cold Drinks 

Open at 10 a.m.

McCormick’s
Bar and Grill, LLC

 Pumpkins • Potatoes • Onions • Gourds • Jams
Honey • Spices • Cider • Soup & More

GREAT ASSORTMENT OF 
BAKERY GOODS PLUS

HWY. 171 EAST OF GAYS MILLS

Pick your own apples, many varieties available!

23-25
September

608-735-4625

63
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Southwest Wisconsin COVID-19 scoreboard
as of Sept. 19

COUNTY Vaccination doses COVID tests (increase over week) COVID
 1 2 Booster Positive Probable Negative deaths
Grant 51.4 48.8 28.4 12,495 (+27) 1,997 (+7)  not reported 141
Green 64.9 62.7 39.8 10,026 (+29) 661 (+9) not reported 48
Lafayette 58.6 56 31.9 3,672 (+9) 438 (+1) not reported 26  
Iowa 70.4 67.8 41.9 6,004 (+22) 330 (+1) not reported 26 
Crawford 58.6 56.5 32.5 4,657 (+16) 393 (+4)  not reported 30 
Richland 59.9 57.7 36.2 4,202 (+10) 396 (+1) not reported 43  
Vernon 55.8 54.1 34.7 6,696 (+22) 346 (+1) not reported 102 (+2)
Statewide 64.7 61.6 35.4 1,630,475 221,411 not reported 13,443
    (+4,854) (+938) by DHS (+39)
      
CDC COVID-19 COUNTY COMMUNITY LEVEL:
High (masks recommended indoors in public): Crawford
Medium (mask if in high-risk population): none
Low (test if exposed or have symptoms): Grant, Lafayette, Iowa, Green, Richland, 
Vernon
TESTING SITES:
Platteville: Hartig Drug, Walgreens, 
Lancaster: Grant County Health Department, Hometown Pharmacy, Hartig Drug
Boscobel: Boscobel Pharmacy, InHealth Community Wellness Clinic
Cuba City; Hometown Pharmacy
Dodgeville: Iowa County Health Department, Upland Hills Health, Walgreens, Hometown 
Pharmacy
Fennimore: Hartig Drug
Gays Mills: Ocooch Mountain EMS
Muscoda: Hometown Pharmacy
Prairie du Chien: Hartig Drug, Walgreens
Richland Center: Center Pharmacy, Richland County Ambulance Service
Spring Green: Spring Green Fire/EMS
Viroqua: Vernon County Health Department, Walgreens

VACCINE SITES
Platteville: Southwest Health, Hartig Drug, Walgreens, Walmart
Cuba City: Hometown Pharmacy
Lancaster: Grant Regional Health Center, Hartig Drug, Lancaster Veterinary Clinic, Grant 
County Health Department (by appointment), Lancaster Hometown Pharmacy
Boscobel: Gundersen Boscobel Area Hospital & Clinics, Boscobel Pharmacy
Fennimore: Hartig Drug, Gundersen Fennimore Clinic
Muscoda: Gundersen Muscoda Clinic, Muscoda Health Center
Dodgeville: Iowa County Health Department, Upland Hills Health, Corner Drug Hometown 
Pharmacy, Walgreens, Walmart
Prairie du Chien: Mayo Clinic Health Systems Franciscan Medical Center, Hartig Drug, 
Walgreens, Walmart
Richland Center: Center Pharnacy, Richland Hospital Clinic, Walmart
Spring Green: Spring Green Fire, Spring Green Medical Center, River Valley Clinic
Soldiers Grove: Kickapoo Valley Medical Clinic
Viroqua: Hirsch Clinic, Vernon County Health Department, Walgreens, Walmart, AMI La 
Crosse–McIntosh Library
Westby: Bland Clinic
 SOURCE: Department of Health Services, CDC.gov

EVICTIONS
Continued from Page 1

mally try to keep to myself. I 
drink my beer and stay in the 
house.”

Turner said that he has 
owned a total of five different 
homes in the park, including 
one that he fixed up for his 
mother. He says he started fall-
ing behind on his lot rent dur-
ing the pandemic but has been 
trying to catch up since then. 

“People out here like me and 
[Steve Woodside], we’re trying 
to fix them up to make them 
nicer. I just put on a brand-new 
window. I gutted this place 
because no one else would 
touch it,” he said. “Maybe they 
should figure in the rent that 
the road is so bad we have to 
fix our cars every few months, 
and I have to pay $120 a month 
because the roaches are so 
horrible and I’m trying to deal 
with them.”

State action
State Representative Travis 

Tranel told the Dial that after 
our story ran, he reached out 
to the Wisconsin Legislative 
Council, which advises office 
holders on legal matters, ask-
ing for a report on what role the 
state might play in improving 
conditions at Cozy Acres. 

“It’s just a very, very dif-
ficult situation,” Tranel said in 
an interview. “Adults have the 
right to live however they want 
to, but for me, I just worry so 
much about the kids.”

Tranel also clarified that 
an earlier tour he made of the 
mobile home park was initi-
ated by then Superintendent of 

Boscobel Public Schools Greg 
Bell, who had concerns about 
a particular student’s safety. In 
that case, Tranel and his staff 
worked directly with Grant 
County, including the board 
and the sheriff, to resolve the 
issue. 

The September 16 council 
report to Tranel’s office largely 
confirms the reporting in the 
Dial’s initial story: That a 
patchwork of local, county, and 
state offices share jurisdiction 
over mobile home communi-
ties. 

Most of the local-level rem-
edies hold only the individual 
trailer owner responsible. For 
example, according to the 
report, an officer of the lo-
cal health department, in this 
case, for Grant County, could 
declare a trailer a “human 
health hazard,” and “order its 
abatement or removal within 
30 days.” But fulfilling that 
order would fall to the owner 
of the trailer in question, and 
many owners at Cozy Acres 
simply don’t have the means to 
abate. (As in most parks, each 
resident at Cozy Acres owns 
their trailer and rents the lot 
where it’s parked.)

Only the state-level stat-
utes divide responsibility for 
maintaining a “clean, safe, 
orderly and sanitary condition 
at all times” between each in-
dividual mobile-home owner 
and the owner of the park 
itself—enforcement of which 
is delegated to Wisconsin’s 
Department of Safety and 
Professional Services (DSPS).

In the case of Cozy Acres, 
that owner is Michelle Gillette, 
an absentee landlord that many 
residents said they have never 
met. Gillette owns five addi-
tional mobile home parks, as 
well as a 100-acre horse ranch 
and wedding and event center 
in Baraboo, all totaling some 
$4 million worth of assessed 
real estate value, with gross 
rents exceeding an estimated 
$50,000 a month. 

(Gillette has turned down re-
peated requests for interviews 
with the Dial and most recently 
requested via email that we 
cease contacting her, giving 
her “one less swipe into the 
trash that I would have to do 
in my busy day.” Her manager, 
Bruce Zinkle, did not return 
multiple phone calls for this 
story.)

The legislative council re-
port clarifies that the DSPS 
is required to investigate any 
complaints filed against a park 
and can “notify the operator of 
changes necessary to bring the 
community into compliance.” 

If the DSPS investigation 
finds “reasonable cause to 
believe the construction, sani-
tary condition, or operation 
of the community creates an 
immediate danger to health,” 
the counsel report continues, 
the agency has the power to 
order immediate removal of 
the danger and to impose fines 
on Gillette. 

As this issue of the Dial 
went to press, no complaints 
had been filed against Gil-
lette’s Cozy Acres, although 
the complaint form is available 
online at the DSPS website. 
When asked, most residents 
of the park said they did not 
know this channel was open 
to them, and feared that if 
they complained, they would 
be evicted.

HelpNow live tutoring at local libraries
 As students begin a new 

school year, those in south-
western Wisconsin will have 
access to a tool for educational 
support and homework help 
through their public libraries. 

A resource at the libraries 
called HelpNow, from a firm 
called Brainfuse, puts kids 
and adults from 4K through 
college in touch with tutors 
online – real people who are 
subject matter experts and can 
help learners at nearly all grade 
levels understand homework 
problems and develop skills in 
subjects ranging from reading 
and writing to math, history, 
science, and more. 

Students share their work 
with a tutor in real time using 
HelpNow’s online whiteboard 
or by snapping photos of writ-
ten work to show to the tutor. 
Tutors can help with problems 
the students bring, and can also 
give students questions and 
problems to work through for 
skills development. Subject 
support is available in English 
and Spanish languages. 

“Reports that the pandemic 
has significantly disrupted 
learning for many youth, and 
that they could use added 
learning support outside of 
school time, made the Help-
Now tutoring service an at-
tractive resource to provide,” 
said David Kranz, director 
of the Southwest Wisconsin 
Library System. “Students 
have long used libraries as 
places to do homework, and 
HelpNow gives them access 
from a library computer or 
their own tablets or phones to 
qualified tutors who can walk 
them through a math concept 
or help them improve a writing 
assignment.” 

HelpNow live tutoring is 

available Mondays-Fridays, 
2-11 p.m., from the 28 public 
libraries in the Southwest Wis-
consin Library System region, 
which spans Crawford, Grant, 
Iowa, Lafayette, and Richland 
counties. Funding to offer the 
service for 12 months was pro-
vided through a federal grant 
from the Institute for Museum 
and Library Services (IMLS) 
and the American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA). Feedback from 
area students and teachers 
during the 2022-2023 school 
year as well as usage data will 
help determine whether to 
continue its funding beyond 
the initial year.

In addition to HelpNow, 
two other Brainfuse resources 
are also being made available, 
VetNow and JobNow. 

VetNow provides peer as-
sistance to military veterans 
– from veterans for veterans 
–  navigating Veterans Ad-
ministration services, as well 
as academic support and help 
with employment transition 
from military to civilian ca-
reers. VetNow navigators are 
also available 2-11 p.m. 

JobNow gives job hunters a 
chance to practice interviews, 
update resumes, and get advice 
from live job coaches. Courses 
to develop specific competen-
cies and skills are also avail-
able via JobNow. 

Links to access HelpNow, 
VetNow, and JobNow are 
available through SWLS-
member libraries and their 
local library websites. 

Aaron Boebel

608.375.4480
308 West LeGrand St. 

Boscobel, WI

MRTOMSLLCAUTOBODY@GMAIL.COM

Autobody Repair and Refinishing
LLC

The Boscobel DialSouthwest Wisconsin’s Regional Weekly Newspaper

VOL. 145—NO. 28          
  BOSCOBEL, WISCONSIN     THURSDAY, JULY 13, 2017          

        $
40 PER YEAR IN WISCONSIN, SINGLE COPY $1.25

Under the B
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by David Krier
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WE WERE BLESSED 

with outstanding summer 

weather co
nditions for our 

Fourth of July-week vaca-

tion. The rains sto
pped, the 

sun came out, and tem-

peratures 
were 

generally 

in the mid-80s—all in all, 

perfec
t Wisconsin summer 

weather. People were ask-

ing me where I
 was going 

during our vacation. My 

reply: “Why go anywhere? 

Wisconsin is T
HE place to

 

be during the summer.” 

And it’s 
true, if 

the gnats, 

mosquitoes and humidity 

aren’t too bad, and for the 

most part they weren’t.

•

THE FUN started on the 

Summerfes
t grounds in 

Milwaukee on July 2nd as 

“The Big Gig” celeb
rated 

its 50th annivers
ary. The 

World’s Largest M
usic F

es-

tival draws about a million 

people over it
s 11-day run 

and with 800 musical acts 

there’s 
something for ev-

eryone’s ta
stes.

 As a Baby 

Boomer, m
y musical tastes 

tend toward classic 
 rock 

and blues, b
ut with back-

stage press 
pass in

 hand I 

thought I’d try my luck with 

Bob Marley’s son, Ziggy, 

and his band. Big mistake. 

I got behind the barriers
 

and was im
mediately sur-

rounded by secu
rity, who 

promptly threw me out. I 

guess 
the Boscobel Dial 

doesn’t have m
uch clout in 

Milwaukee th
ese d

ays. But 

next stage over th
e sec

urity 

folks working the Ludacris 

concert 
were a

s accommo-

dating as could be, allowing 

me to take as many photo-

graphs as I wanted right 

below the sta
ge for the first 

three s
ongs. Problem was, I 

didn’t know anything about 

the Atlanta-based rapper 

or his music. •

SO I W
ANDERED down 

to what my younger fri
ends 

call the “fo
ssil r

ock” sta
ge 

for a performance by Pe-

ter 
Frampton. That was 

more like it. They allowed 

me rig
ht up front and the 

67-year-old British
 rocker 

still s
ounded great, belting 

out classics
 from my youth 

like “D
o You Feel L

ike We 

Do” and “Baby, I Love Your 

Way.” I wish I could have 

returned the following 

Sunday for the finale and 

the Outlaw Festiv
al Music 

Tour featuring Willie 
Nel-

son, 84, and Bob Dylan, 

76, but Monday was a 

workday and I didn’t want 

to push my luck.

•

INSTEAD, I spent the 

night at a frien
d’s house 

and the next day joined two 

other frien
ds for a 1 p.m. 

Brewers 
game at beauti-

ful Miller 
Park. One of my 

frien
ds sco

red us four tick
-

ets 18 rows behind home 

plate. The sun was shining, 

the roof was open, and the 

Brewers 
beat the Orioles 

8-1 thanks to timely hit-

ting and a strong outing 

from rookie pitcher Brent 

Suter. M
ore on the surpris-

ing Brewers a
s this se

ason 

continues. T
onight I’ll 

tune 

into the All-Star Game.

Peter Frampton looked a little 

different at Summerfest on July 

2 than he did when he released 

“Frampton Comes Alive!” in 1976.

Boscobel man killed in Wisconsin Avenue crash

It was a peaceful Sunday in Boscobel the afternoon of July 2, with children out riding their bicycles and homeowners 

mowing their lawns, when the tranquility was shattered by a horrendous crash as a van traveling at a high rate of speed 

crashed head-on into a large tree in the 1200 block of Wisconsin Avenue. In seconds it was over and the driver of the van 

was dead, 61-year-old Allen I. Wilcox of Boscobel. “I’ve never heard anything so horrible in my life, the crash, and then 

a woman screaming, seemingly forever,” said one neighbor. Witnesses saw Wilcox driving southbound from downtown 

Boscobel at a high rate of speed. Besides speed, Boscobel Police said alcohol appeared to be a factor in the crash.

A 66-year-old Boscobel 

woman was killed and her 

44-year-old son severely in-

jured in a two-vehicle crash 

just west of Blue River Friday 

afternoon.

John Brown, 44, of Bosco-

bel, was traveling east on 

Highway 133 at Old C in a 

2002 Buick when he attempt-

ed to turn left into River Val-

ley Power Sports at 4:45 p.m. 

However, he failed to yield to 

a 2010 Toyota Sienna mini-

van driven westbound by Jeff 

Robinson, 46, of Richland 

Center. Robinson was un-

able to avoid crashing into the 

Brown vehicle.

Brown, his mother, and a 

3-year-old child in the car 

were transported to Gunder-

sen Boscobel Area Hospital.

Brown’s mother, 66-year-

old Josephine Marshall, died 

at the hospital from inju-

ries sustained in the crash. 

Brown was transported to 

UW-Hospital in Madison via 

Med-Flight. The 3-year-old 

was treated for minor injuries 

and released from Gundersen 

Boscobel.

Robinson was transported 

by Blue River EMS for minor 

injuries to Richland Hospital.

Brown was cited for failure 

to yield to oncoming traffic.

Assisting the Grant County 

Sheriff’s O
ffice with the crash 

was Boscobel Police, Mus-

coda EMS, Blue River EMS, 

Blue River Fire, Boscobel 

Fire, UW-Health Med-Flight, 

Grant County Coroner’s Of-

fice, and Terry’s Tire and Tow.

Boscobel

woman dies

in car crash

Wisconsin Secure Program Facility

Computer ‘glitch’ causes problems at Boscobel prison

By DAVID KRIER

A computer “glitch” the 

weekend of June 24-25 has 

resulted in significant opera-

tional problems at the Wis-

consin Secure Program Fa-

cility, according to affected 

staff members who did not 

wish to be identified, although 

Department of Corrections 

spokesman Tristan Cook in-

sisted security was never 

compromised at the Boscobel 

prison.
“Severe weather caused 

minor damage to the facil-

ity,” Cook wrote in a June 28 

e-mail. “The minor damaged 

did not degrade institution se-

curity nor did it significantly 

affect institution operations.

However, the “surge” that 

occurred the evening of June 

24 did knock out surveillance 

cameras, hallway intercoms 

and the ability to open and 

close doors electronically, 

particularly in the restrictive 

or segregated housing units of 

Alpha and Foxtrot.

“We believe it was weather-

related,” said Warden Gary 

Boughton during a June 29 

tour of the facility. “It af-

fected the doors in Alpha and 

Foxtrot, which couldn’t be 

opened electronically.”

The result was that guards 

had to open and close doors 

manually rather than electron-

ically. That required guards to 

be posted specifically for that 

purpose, resulting in three 

people doing a job that nor-

mally requires one. That put 

stress on a security staff al-

ready stretched thin, with 10 

positions looking to be filled.

Meals were served late and 

the distribution of medication 

also took longer than usual.

“It was a real mess last 

night,” said one correctional 

officer prior to the start of the 

June 29 tour.

One staff member reported 

an inmate door unexpect-

edly opening on Foxtrot unit, 

something Cook denied.

“No inmate cell doors have 

opened unexpectedly,” Cook 

wrote. “An inmate did report 

that his door opened unex-

pectedly. WSPF reviewed 

surveillance footage and in 

inmate’s door did not open.”

Cook did say a range door 

leading to inmate cells on Al-

pha unit did open unexpect-

edly, but not a cell door and 

security was not breached.

“From Sunday to (Thurs-

day) I know of no inmate 

doors that opened,” said War-

den Boughton. He did confirm 

the range door opening on 

Alpha, but said it was a “con-

trolled” opening.

“The door was shut, but 

the light indicating it was still 

open was on, so the next guy 

thought it was still 
open and 

inadvertently opened it.”

This is not the Supermax 

prison envisioned by then-

Governor Tommy Thompson 

when he pushed for a place 

to house “the worst of the 

worst” back in the late 1990’s. 

When the facility was com-

pleted in 1999 it housed 500 

solitary confinement inmates. 

Today, there are 140 inmates 

in restrictive or segregated 

housing, all in Alpha and 

Foxtrot units. The remain-

ing 360 inmates are in gen-

eral population, a number that 

will increase to 400 later this 

summer when Foxtrot is com-

pletely converted to general 

population.

In the meantime, a secu-

rity staff of 155 is tasked with 

guarding twice that amount 

of inmates. Due to the staff 

shortage, many are working 

double shifts and complain-

ing of unsafe working condi-

tions, although none agreed to 

be interviewed on the record 

for this story due to fears of 

retribution.

Boscobel Veterans Memorial nearing completion

An employee with La Crosse Memorials installs one of eight memorials to Boscobel vet-

erans and the branches they served in: Army, Navy, Marines, Air Force, National Guard, 

Coast Guard, Women’s Veterans, and All Veterans. Looking on Tuesday morning is VFW 

member Fritz Curtis, and fellow veterans Joe Ricco. Wayne Elliott and Roger Mink. The 

memorial is located on Southview Road behind Peoples State Bank. While the memorial is 

essentially completed, there is still some landscaping to be done and another light to be 

installed. Bricks to help pay for some of the work will go on sale shortly and a dedication 

ceremony will be held in September.

 

Hi Lo 

July 2 
87 57

July 3 
82 63

July 4 
87 57

July 5 
91 66

July 6 
91 63

July 7 
87 66

July 8 
82 54

July 9 
87 55

July 10 87 66

July 11 86 70

Weather

By DAVID TIMMERMAN

Grant County

Herald Independent

Tuesday, July 11 was a very 

momentous day for Grant 

County Government, as after 

decades of on-and-off dis-

cussion and debate, the Grant 

County Board made a series 

of votes to approve building 

a county jail/law enforcement 

center.
In a voice vote - done so as 

the board had approved the au-

thorization for the project last 

October, according to Cor-

poration Counsel Ben Wood 

- the county board approved 

$19.268 million in contracts 

to bidders to construct the 

jail/law enforcement center/ 

offices for ADRC, Emergency 

Management and Social Ser-

vices.
There was one no vote that 

could be heard on the voice 

vote, that coming from Su-

pervisor Dan Timmerman. 

Timmerman stated that his 

nay was for the$147,550 to be 

spent on a front door canopy 

for pickup and drop-off dur-

ing inclement weather, as he 

felt that was not needed and 

added to the cost to the tax-

payer, but was overall sup-

portive of the project.

Later in the meeting, the 

board voted down an option 

to use seven locally branched 

banks—Royal Bank, Ameri-

can Bank, Peoples State 

Bank, Clare Bank, Old Na-

tional Bank, Community First 

Bank, Mound City Bank—for 

part of the longterm financ-

ing for the project, because 

the estimates were that the 

local bank proposal would 

add roughly $450,000 to the 

$33.4 million overall cost of 

the project, including inter-

est that will be paid over the 

course of 20 years.

In a 7-9 vote against the 

bank proposal, County Board 

chair Robert Keeney voted 

with Roger Guthrie, Greg Fry, 

Ron Coppernoll, Mike Liuer-

ance, Carol Beals, and Lester 

Jantzen to support the local 

proposal, while John Bein-

born, Don Splitter, Dan Tim-

merman, Gary Ranum, Grant 

Loy, Robert Scallon, John 

Patcle, Mark Stead, and Dale 

Hood went against that pro-

posal. In a subsequent vote, 

the board approved selling the 

longterm debt in bonds, 14-2, 

with Beals and Coppernoll the 

Project cost totals $19.268 million

Grant County Board approves jail contracts

lone dissenters. 

And with that, the project 

will move forward from a 

discussion to ground being 

moved. Keeney noted that 

trees may start to be removed 

as early as this week.

It is a reality for an idea that 

has been debated and dis-

cussed for many, many years.

The original portion of the 

jail was built in 1957-58, 

with an addition completed in 

1983. On and off for the next 

34 years its e
xpansion, reno-

vation, or replacement has 

been discussed during that 

time. Property was purchased 

around the current jail for pos-

sible expansion, includ-ing 

the former Job Service Build-

ing. Several studies were done 

on the feasibility of the exist-

ing jail, including in 2002-05 

when Grant County worked 

with several other counties in 

an attempt to build a multi-

county facility.

The jail’s linear design is 

considered obsolete and in-

efficient due to the fact that 

while there are cameras on the 

cells, jail staff have to walk 

the blocks and peer into the 

cells for an actual check on 

those incarcerated. It is also 

deficient in spaces to treat 

sick or injured inmates suffer-

ing from medical conditions, 

or to dispatch medication. The 

facility has limited storage 

space as well.
Current debate

The current debate actu-

ally began in 2013. It was in 

that year when Sheriff Nate 

Dreckman proposed an ex-

pansion of the existing jail 

with a new cell pod to be 

added, plus renovations of 

several spaces, including dis-

patch. Dreckman worked with 

architects to come up with the 

plan, but during discussion 

by county super-visors, the 

idea was shelved as the board 

decided to focus on refurbish-

ing the exterior of the Grant 

County Courthouse, as well 

as dealing with water infiltra-

tion and drainage issues at the 

courthouse, which took $2.25 

million
Expanding or renovating 

the jail was the board’s next 

priority, it was stated, look-

ing to get started once the 

courthouse project had been 

paid for through the capital 

projects portion of the levy 

that was instituted when the 

county built the Administra-

tion Building, and would be 

eliminated if it w
as not cover-

ing building issues.

Over time, expansion of the 

current facility was shelved 

because it meant spending 

money on a facility with more 

than four decades in service, 

which was showing its age.

For example, in 2012, the 

county spent nearly $200,000 

on new cell doors as the origi-

nal doors were coming off 

their rails, creating jammed 

doors which wouldn’t allow 

individuals to get to and from 

cells. In the past few years, 

work had to be done on cells 

in the facility as the metal uti-
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