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WAUKESHA — The trial
against Waukesha Christ-
mas Parade suspect Darrell
Brooks got off to a rocky
start on Monday, with
repeated interruptions by
the defendant that eventual-
ly got him moved to an adja-
cent courtroom to watch
proceedings by video with
his microphone muted.

Although jury selection
was delayed until the after-
noon because of the repeat-
ed interruptions by Brooks,
with Circuit Judge Jennifer
Dorow warning him he’d be
removed from the court-
room, and his subsequent
removal, at least five of the
first 41 of more than 300 peo-
ple called to jury duty in the
case were struck for cause,
with the judge, the state and
Brooks finding reasons they
should not serve on the jury.

Brooks, 40, is charged
with 76 crimes after he
allegedly plowed a sport
utility vehicle through the
route of the Waukesha
Christmas Parade last Nov.
21 — six  counts of homicide
by the use of a dangerous
weapon, 61 counts of reck-
lessly endangering safety by
use of a dangerous weapon,
six counts of hit-and-run
causing death, two counts of
felony bail jumping, and one
count of misdemeanor bat-
tery. The state last week
asked to drop one misde-
meanor battery count
against Brooks, which
Dorow granted without a
hearing.

It was a contentious morn-
ing Monday, starting with
Brooks not recognizing him-
self when addressed by his
own name, and with Brooks
several times asking ques-
tions of Dorow that she took
as interruptions. There

were multiple breaks in the
morning after he interrupt-
ed proceedings. Dorow
repeatedly warned Brooks
that his right to represent
himself is not absolute — a
court can order an attorney
to represent him or refer
him to the public defender
and he can be removed from
the courtroom for a time
although Dorow said she
preferred he’d be present.

“Is that constitutional?”
he asked. 

“You cannot keep inter-
rupting me. You wanted to
do this on your own,” Dorow
told Brooks. “This is not a
debate on the constitution-
ality of anything.”

Brooks pressed onward,
though, asking the judge
whether they were proceed-
ing under common law,
admiralty law governing
nautical matters, or other.
He repeatedly asked the
judge to tell him her name

and for a copy of her judi-
cial oath. He asked for leave
to appeal the matter and
was denied.  He asked to
stay the trial and was
denied, with the judge
telling him his motions
were not properly made and
were baseless.

“Are you or are you not a
public servant? You’re not
required to tell me your
name?” Brooks said. “Do
you have a claim against me,
your honor? ... Can anyone
here make a more superior
claim against this straw
party than me?” 

Dorow did not respond,
ordering that copies of the
judicial oath be given to
him. 

Brooks was given copies
of the judicial oath, then
asked to have certified
copies, and was told he
could get them from the sec-
retary of State’s office.

When Dorow ordered

breaks in the morning ses-
sion, Brooks said he did not
consent to the proceedings
and asked for the matter to
be dismissed and said he
would not participate. 

“That’s not your call to
make,” Dorow told Brooks,
warning that he could be
found in contempt. Brooks
asked if it was civil con-
tempt or criminal. Dorow
replied it was civil; Brooks
then asked to see what con-
tract he was accused of vio-
lating.

“You’re making silly non-
sensical arguments that this
court has no jurisdiction
over ... under doctrines
frankly (rejected) by other
courts,” the judge said.

Brooks watches from
another courtroom

But the trial resumed,
with   Brooks   continually
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CHARLOTTE, N.C. (AP) — J.J.
Watt and his wife Kealia have
spent the past few months look-
ing at ultrasounds of their
unborn son and wishing for the
best. 

They never thought they’d be
looking at pictures of Watt’s own
heart. 

‘‘It’s been a week. I’m happy to
be here. Happy to...,’’ an emotion-
al Watt said as his voice trailed
off and he took a moment to gain
control of his emotions. 

The three-time NFL Defensive
Player of the Year and Pewaukee
native helped the Cardinals beat
the Carolina Panthers 26-16 on
Sunday, just three days after hav-
ing his heart shocked into
rhythm after going into atrial fib-
rillation. 

‘‘I talked to cardiologists and

electrophysiologists from all
over the country,” Watt said. ‘‘I
was assured multiple times from
multiple people that there was
nothing else you could do. I could
play like normal and something
could happen the next day or
never again in 20 years. So I was
assured and I went back to prac-
tice on Friday and here we are. 

‘‘Obviously it’s been a very
emotional week for me and my
family — for my wife and for
myself,” he added. 

Watt found out Sunday that a
media outlet planned to break
the story about his medical con-
dition, which upset him. 

To get ahead of the news Watt
tweeted just hours before kickoff
that ‘‘I was just told somebody
leaked some personal informa-
tion about me and it’s going to be

reported on today. I went into A-
Fib on Wednesday, had my heart
shocked back into rhythm on
Thursday and I’m playing today.
That’s it.’’ 

After the game Watt said he felt
betrayed that someone shared
his private medical information
with the media. 

‘‘The only people that knew
were my family and people in the
building,’’ Watt said. 

Watt added: ‘‘Injuries, I don’t
care. You leak injuries. That’s
football. But this one was very
emotional for me, so it was upset-
ting.’’ 

Watt had a key fourth quarter
deflection of Baker Mayfield’s
pass at the line of scrimmage
that led to Dennis Gardeck’s
interception and helped the Car-
dinals take a 20-10 lead in the

fourth quarter. 
He finished with three tackles

and two pass breakups. 
‘‘It shows you what kind of a

person and competitor and
human being he is. He’s special,”
Cardinals coach Kliff Kingsbury
said. ‘‘We’re all obviously wor-
ried when he wasn’t around for a
couple of days handling that. I
think it was definitely inspiring
for all of us.”

Added Arizona quarterback
Kyler Murray: ‘‘It was big time
having him out there — and I’m
glad he’s OK.”

Defining A-Fib 
Atrial fibrillation is defined as

a ‘‘an irregular and often very
rapid heart rhythm that can lead 

J.J. Watt thankful to be playing after atrial fibrillation

AP Photo/Ross D. Franklin, File

Arizona Cardinals defensive end J.J. Watt (99)
is shown before an NFL football game against
the Los Angeles Rams on Sept. 25 in Glen-
dale, Ariz. Watt says he had his heart shocked
into rhythm after going into atrial fibrillation.

DARRELL BROOKS TRIAL

Brooks moved
to another
courtroom 

for first day

Mike De Sisti/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel

Waukesha County Circuit Court Judge Jennifer Dorow addresses Darrell Brooks as he appears in a Waukesha County Circuit
Court before jury selection in Waukesha on Monday. Brooks, who is representing himself during the trial, is charged with driv-
ing into the Waukesha Christmas Parade last year, killing six people and injuring dozens more. He faces six counts of first-
degree intentional homicide and 71 other counts.

At least five potential
jurors struck for cause

Mike De Sisti/Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel

Darrell Brooks looks up during jury selection as he appears via
video from an adjacent courtroom due to him continually inter-
rupting Judge Jennifer Dorow in a Waukesha County Circuit
Court during jury selection in Waukesha on Monday.

See WATT, PAGE 6A
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mounting objections,
prompting further breaks.
At one point, District Attor-
ney Susan Opper asked
Dorow to research a
Supreme Court case involv-
ing when defendants may be
restrained in court, saying,
“I think we’re getting to the
point Mr. Brooks is so dis-
ruptive the court may be
warranted in gagging his
mouth.”

As the first jury pool was
brought in around 10 a.m.,
Brooks harangued the
judge, telling her she was
being biased against him
and unfair, which caused
the judge to send the jurors
back to a waiting room for
another court break.

Dorow warned Brooks
that he would be moved to
an adjacent courtroom for
the proceedings, where he
was able to hear and see
what was going on in court,
and could be seen in court
with the judge having his
microphone muted. That
occurred by late morning,
and Brooks could be seen
throughout the day gesticu-
lating wildly and talking to
a bailiff off-camera.

When court resumed,
Brooks complained he
should be allowed to be pre-
sent for all aspects of his
trial and asked if it was con-
stitutional. Dorow said it
was legal for him to be put
in another courtroom, not-
ing he had been “anything
but” respectful.

The morning also saw
Brooks complain he was
“behind the 8 ball” in terms
of his inability to prepare
for the trial, given the three
boxes of papers and a hard
drive containing other evi-
dence on Thursday last
week, a day after Dorow
allowed Brooks’ attorneys to
withdraw. But one of them,
Jeremy Perri, appeared by
audio Monday, informing
the court that his office
turned over all its case
materials to the jail to be
delivered to Brooks.

That led to an hourlong
hearing with jail Adminis-
trator Angela Wollenhaupt,
who testified that Brooks
has the paper files in his
cell, she ordered staff to
give Brooks access to a con-
ference room to prepare,
and although tablets are
limited in cells, she autho-
rized  Brooks to have one. A
jailer noted to her Brooks
had not made a request as of
Friday to view the hard
drive containing evidence.
Brooks has never had a
request for access to such
materials denied, she testi-
fied. Brooks asked her about
inmate communication
forms she may not have
received, and asked to have
two jailers on duty Friday
testify; that matter was left
open to determine their
schedules.

After a lunch period,
Brooks was allowed back in
the courtroom, where
Dorow told Brooks he’d
shown at times he can
behave appropriately, but
warned again that repeated
disruptions could not be tol-
erated. When Brooks asked
how it was constitutional
for him to be put into anoth-

er courtroom, Dorow
replied it constitutes pres-
ence under the law. When he
said, “I won’t abide by that,”
Dorow again ordered
Brooks into the adjacent
courtroom.

Dorow, consulting the
Supreme Court case, said
misbehaving defendants can
be bound and gagged as a
“last resort,” or cited for
contempt, or removed from
the courtroom until they
behave properly. But Dorow
said the technology avail-
able today to allow for virtu-
al presence in a courtroom
was a preferable alternative
to gagging Brooks or delay-
ing the trial that so many for
the courts, sheriff’s depart-
ments, state and defense
have worked for and which
the victims in the case have
a right to see completed.

Jury selection
Jury selection began

again just before 3 p.m., with
Brooks still gesturing wildly
and speaking to someone off
camera. When the judge
introduced the parties,
Brooks covered his face
with papers. A few minutes
later, he pulled his jacket
over his head and rested his
head on the table in front of
him, where it remained for
most of the rest of the after-
noon.

Later in the day, after the
jury pool was dismissed,
Brooks was asked if he
wanted to return to the
courtroom. He declined, say-
ing, “I’m fine here.”

During jury selection, sev-
eral potential jurors said
they’d known about the case
through the media; all said
they felt they could disre-
gard prior knowledge and
decide the case based solely
on the evidence presented
and what the law instructs
them. 

At least five jurors were
struck for cause — reasons
they should not be deemed
jurors. One man appeared to
have difficulty understand-
ing the questions being
asked in court. One woman,
a nurse, was dismissed after
reporting she was on duty at
Waukesha Memorial Hospi-
tal providing medical care
to victims. Another report-
ed he’d watched a
livestream of proceedings
last week despite a warning
not to. A woman was struck
because of some of her
answers to questions.
Another woman, a former
employee of the District
Attorney’s Office, was
struck, too, although she
hadn’t worked there in over
a decade.

When asked if there were
questions he had of individu-
al jury candidates, Brooks
said, “I don’t understand
which questions I need to
ask. I want to strike every-
body. Strike them all. ... There
are ample reasons why none
of the people in there should
sit on this jury.”

But Brooks later said he
did not have objections to
the four specifically struck
by the state or the one nurse
who was excused.

A number of others cited
financial hardship or need-
ing to tend to the health of
loved ones as reasons they
couldn’t sit on the jury for

the month the trial is sched-
uled. Dorow said she will
address those concerns
today after researching the
matter and instructed the
remaining jurors to return
this afternoon.

Only the first 41 jurors of
the day’s pool of 105 were
questioned Monday, with
the remainder sent home to
undergo jury selection
today. The 105 slated to
appear today, Dorow said,

may not be needed to appear
until Wednesday. Of about
1,400 juror questionnaires
sent out last summer, there
are about 315 forming the
initial jury pool. That num-
ber will be whittled down to
36 — with each side getting
10 peremptory strikes and
the remainder forming a
jury of 12 plus four alter-
nates who will hear the
entire case but be dismissed
for final deliberations. 

Watt
From Page 1A

to blood clots in the heart,’’
according to the Mayo
Clinic. That can increase
the risk of stroke, heart
failure and other heart-
related complications if
not properly addressed. 

The 33-year-old Watt
said his wife was by his
side the entire time, even
as he had to be under anes-
thesia to have the heart
shocked.  

He doesn’t know what
caused the irregular
heartbeat, but admitted
the experience frightened
him. 

‘‘I’ve had, obviously,
surgeries before and
injuries before,’’ Watt said.
‘‘And I’ve never been ner-
vous for any of them. I’ve
never been scared of anes-
thesia. I’ve never been
scared of pain. But when
they told me they were
going to put me out and
shock my heart, I was
scared.’’ 

Watt said he was thank-
ful to be healthy enough to
play.  

And now he’s looking
forward to seeing his son,
who is due in two weeks. 

‘‘I’m glad it all worked
out,’’ Watt said. ‘‘I’m glad I
had good people taking
care of me. And I’m glad
I’m here today.’’ 

Mike De Sisti/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

Darrell Brooks argues with Judge Jennifer Dorow in court on
Monday.

Mike De Sisti/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

Waukesha County District Attorney Susan Opper walks in
court as Darrell Brooks appears in a Waukesha County Circuit
Court during jury selection in Waukesha on Monday.

Mike De Sisti/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

Waukesha County Jail Administrator Angela Wollenhaupt testi-
fies in court on Monday.

Mike De Sisti/Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 

Darrell Brooks covers his face during jury selection on Monday.

N. Korea sends missile
soaring over Japan 

in escalation
SEOUL, South Korea

(AP) — North Korea on
Tuesday fired an interme-
diate-range ballistic missile
over Japan for the first time
in five years, forcing Japan
to issue evacuation notices
and suspend trains during
the flight of the weapon
that is capable of reaching
the U.S. territory of Guam. 

The launch was the most
provocative weapons
demonstration by North
Korea this year as it ramps
up missile tests to a record
pace. Two intercontinental
ballistic missiles tested ear-
lier this year were
launched at high angles
and short of their full
range and so didn’t fly over
other nations’ territories. 

Tuesday’s test, the
North’s fifth round of mis-
sile launches in 10 days,
comes as North Korea uses
a diplomatic standstill with
the U.S. to build up a full-
fledged nuclear weapons
program that viably threat-
ens regional U.S. allies and
the American homeland.  

The Japanese prime min-
ister’s office said at least
one missile fired from
North Korea flew over
Japan and was believed to
have landed into the Pacific
Ocean. 

Japanese authorities
alerted residents in north-
eastern regions to evacuate
to shelters, in the first ‘‘J-
alert’’ alert since 2017,
when North Korea fired an
intermediate-range Hwa-
song-12 missile twice over
Japan in a span of weeks
during its previous torrid

run of weapons tests.  
Trains were suspended in

the Hokkaido and Aomori
regions until the govern-
ment issued a subsequent
notice that the North Kore-
an missile appeared to have
landed into the Pacific. 

The United States con-
demned the launch as ‘‘dan-
gerous and reckless’’ and
said national security
adviser Jake Sullivan had
consulted with his South
Korean and Japanese coun-
terparts on their appropri-
ate and robust responses.  

Japanese Prime Minister
Fumio Kishida told
reporters that ‘‘the firing,
which followed a recent
series of launches by North
Korea, is a reckless act and
I strongly condemn it.’’
Japanese Chief Cabinet
Secretary Hirokazu Mat-
suno said no damage was
immediately reported from
the missile that flew 22 min-
utes. 

South Korea’s Joint
Chiefs of Staff said in a
statement it detected the
missile being fired from the
inland north in North
Korea. It warned the
North’s repeated missile
launches would only deep-
en its international isola-
tion and prompt Seoul and
Washington to bolster their
deterrence capacities.  

South Korean President
Yoon Suk Yeol also said
the North’s ‘‘reckless
nuclear provocations’’
would meet the stern
response of the South and
the broader international
community. 

U.S. warns
about 

foreign
efforts 
to sway

American
voters

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Federal officials are warn-
ing ahead of the November
midterms that Russia is
working to amplify doubts
about the integrity of U.S.
elections while China is
interested in undermining
American politicians it sees
as threats to Beijing’s inter-
ests. 

An unclassified intelli-
gence advisory, newly
obtained by The Associated
Press, says China is proba-
bly seeking to influence
select races to ‘‘hinder can-
didates perceived to be par-
ticularly adversarial to Bei-
jing.’’ In the advisory, sent
to state and local officials in
mid-September, intelligence
officials said they believe
Beijing sees a lower risk in
meddling in the midterms
versus a presidential elec-
tion. 

While officials said
they’ve not identified any
credible threats to election
infrastructure in the U.S.,
the latest intelligence warn-
ing comes amid the peak of
a midterm campaign in
which a rising number of
candidates and voters open-
ly express a lack of confi-
dence in the nation’s demo-
cratic processes. 

Foreign countries have
long sought to sway public
opinion in America, perhaps
most notably in a covert Rus-
sian campaign that used
social media to sow discord
on hot-button social issues
ahead of the 2016 presiden-
tial election. The U.S. gov-
ernment has been on high
alert since, warning about
efforts by Russia, China and
Iran to meddle in American
politics and shape how vot-
ers think. 

The U.S. faces foreign
influence campaigns while
still dealing with growing
threats to election workers
domestically and the sys-
tematic spread of unveri-
fied claims about voter
fraud. Former President
Donald Trump and many of
his supporters — including
candidates running to over-
see elections in several
states — continue to assert
that the 2020 presidential
election was “stolen” even
as no evidence has emerged
of significant voter fraud.  

‘‘The current environ-
ment is pretty complex,
arguably much more com-
plex than it was in 2020,’’
Jen Easterly, director of the
Department of Homeland
Security’s cybersecurity
arm, told reporters Mon-
day. 


