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Life won’t always go as planned. That’s why there’s 
life insurance. It can help you protect your family’s 
future, no matter what happens. Call me today.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there®

Life insurance 
can be life-
changing

By GILLIAN POMPLUN
The upcoming Christmas 

Eve Day Dinner, planned for 
Saturday, Dec. 24, at the Sol-
diers Grove American Legion, 
was a big topic at the brief 
meeting of the Soldiers Grove 
Village Board on Thursday, 
Dec. 8. The dinner will be 
served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
or until the food is gone.

“We’ve received lots of 
donations in support of the 
dinner,” acting meeting chair-
man Steve George observed. 
“We’ve received donations of 
cider from Sunrise Orchard, 
buns from The Marketplace, 
and a monetary donation from 
Country Gardens.”

The menu for the dinner will 
include baked chicken, ham, 
mashed potatoes, green bean 
casserole, coleslaw, buns, and 
desserts. Members of the com-
munity are welcome to bring a 
dessert to share.

Trustee Harrison Heilman 
briefly questioned whether the 
village board should be spon-
soring an event with ‘Christ-
mas’ in the name versus the 
non-denominational word 
‘Holiday.’

“Why wouldn’t we call it 
a Christmas dinner?” trustee 
Jerry Miller asked rhetorically.

“Many people have thanked 
us for using the word ‘Christ-
mas’,” village clerk Kaitlynn 
Ott said.

Public input
In the public input portion 

of the agenda, village resi-
dent Diane Coleman asked if 
the village was “ever going to 
move the trailer with no tires 
across from her house?”

Coleman shared that the 
owner was “out of jail now,” 
and that the trailer should be 
able to be moved.

Trustee Steve George told 
Coleman that the village 
would check into it.

Soldiers Grove Director of  
Public Works Brian Copus 
shared that the village police 
officer also needs to continue 
to work on the issue of unli-
censed vehicles in the village.

Coleman also asked if the 
village planned to hang more 
Christmas decorations on light 
poles in the village.

“We tried, but we need a 
part that McCormick Electric 
has on backorder until next 
October,” Copus explained.

Village budget
The village board adopted 

their 2023 budget at their No-
vember meeting. Total rev-
enues for 2023, and total ex-
penditures for 2023 were set at 
$486,746. The village tax levy 
for 2023 is set at $58,844. The 
mil rate is 0.0192449391.

Expenditures for 2023 are 
set at $144,575 for general 
government, $80,506 for pub-
lic safety, $128,295 for public 
works, $128,934 for culture 
and recreation, and $4,436 
for debt service. No money is 
budgeted for flood clean-up, 
sanitation or capital outlay 
miscellaneous.

Water utility revenues and 
expenditures are projected at 
$144,387. Sewer utility rev-
enues and expenditures are 
projected at $204,238.

Frank Shadewald, founder 
of the Three Eagles Founda-
tion and former owner of the 
property known as ‘Frank’s 
Hill’ in southern Richland 
County, was remembered by 
the organization that seeks 
to continue his vision for the 
site on the date of what would 
have been his 90th birthday, 
December 12th.  

The group’s President, Da-
vid O. Martin noted the impor-
tance of the moment. 

“We remember Frank 
Shadewald on this day for 
his foresight in establishing 
the Three Eagles Foundation 
and donating the land and a 
modest endowment to enable 
us to carry forward the work 
he started to preserve the sa-
cred ground where the effigy 
mounds and calendar mounds 
built over one thousand years 
by Native American people 
now stand and persevere,” 
Martin said.  
Shadewald and Ho-Chunk

Shadewald died suddenly in 
November of 2013.  He pur-
chased the 120 acres near the 
intersection of Highway 60 
and Highway 193 in the Town 
of Eagle, Richland County, 
from the Elder family, a few 
years after selling his home 
farm to the Ho-Chunk Nation 
in 1994.  

One reason the Ho-Chunk 
Nation purchased the Shade-
wald farm was because the 
remnants of a large effigy 
mound group, known as Mc-
Clary Mound Group #4, con-
tained 16 mounds on the ter-
race overlooking the Wiscon-
sin River.  The original group 
included 64 mounds with 
numerous bird effigies repre-
sented. 

Shadewald became close 
friends with many members 
of the Ho-Chunk Nation and 
traveled extensively through-
out the Western Hemisphere, 
particularly Central and South 
America, learning about in-
digenous people and their cul-
tures in the times before Euro-
pean contact.

Mark Cupp is the Vice-Pres-
ident of Three Eagle Founda-
tion. 

“The Board of Directors is 
committed to careful steward-
ship of the mounds at Frank’s 
Hill and providing educa-
tion so that people recognize 
the significance of the effigy 
mound building culture and 
especially the mounds of the 
Muscoda area,” Cupp ex-
plained. “The tours we pro-
vide at solstice and equinox 
events are one example of our 
outreach to the public in this 
regard.”

Recently, the Three Eagles 
Foundation installed new sig-
nage at the property and es-
tablished a looped walking 
trail on Hill East, the site of 
the effigy mound group.  Fu-
ture plans include additional 
trail development across the 
road on the west side of High-
way 193, where the calendar 
mounds are located.  The new 
signage includes direction-
al trail markers and arrows 
pointing the way to the mound 
group.  The trail will not be 
maintained during the winter 
months but will be open for 
public use.

Brian McGraw, the group’s 
Secretary-Treasurer, leads ef-
forts to restore the native plant 
community at the site.  

By GILLIAN POMPLUN
Crawford Stewardship Proj-

ect (CSP) has released their 
2022 ‘Potential Pathogens 
and Total Phosphorous An-
nual Report. The data in the 
report come from CSP’s water 
quality monitoring  (WQM) 
program, led by their WQM 
Program Coordinator Omaru 
Heras.

The three areas included in 
the report are for Scott and 
Haney Townships, Wauzeka 
Township, and Marietta Town-
ship. 

In Scott and Haney town-
ships, they monitor two sites 
on Richland Creek and Shaw 
Hollow Creek. In Wauzeka 
Township, they monitor Boy-
dtown Creek, and an unnamed 
spring. In Marietta Township, 
they monitor at an unnamed 
location near Kickapoo Valley 
Road. 

Scott/Haney Townships
At the location on Richland 

Creek, E.coli levels recorded, 
expressed as coliform forming 
units (cfu) per 100 milliliters 
(mL) were as follows:

• May: 7.70 cfu/100 mL
• June: 58 cfu/100 mL
• July: 290 cfu/100 mL
• August: 100 cfu/100 mL
• Sept.: 1,200 cfu/100 mL
• October: 210 cfu/100 mL

For surface waters, levels of 
E.coli above 126 cfu/100mL 
are unsafe, and levels above 
1,000 cfu/100 mL mandate the 
closing of public beaches.

Total phosphorous readings 
at this location, expressed as 
milligrams-per-liter (mg/L) 
came in at:
• May: 0.020 mg/L
• June: 0.080 mg/L
• July: 0.060 mg/L
• August: 0.050 mg/L
• September: 0.100 mg/L
• October: 0.090 mg/L

The standard for levels of 
phosphorous in surface water 
is 0.075 mg/L, which is a level 
found naturally occurring in 
bodies of water. Higher levels 
cause excess algae and plant 
growth, and their death and 
decomposition cause oxygen 
levels to drop dramatically, 
which can cause fish and other 
aquatic organisms to die.

On Shaw Creek at the Tay-
lor Ridge Road bridge, E.coli  
levels recorded were:
• May: 100 cfu/100 mL
• June: 700 cfu/100 mL
• July: 640 cfu/100 mL
• August: 500 cfu/100 mL
• Sept.: 990 cfu/100 mL
• October: 740 cfu/100 mL

Ttotal phosphorous levels at
• May: 0.01 mg/L
• June: 0.03 mg/L
• July: 0.02 mg/L
• August: 0.03 mg/L
• September: 0.03 mg/L
• October: 0.03 mg/L

UW-Richland students de-
livered a petition to save their 
campus on Thursday, Dec. 8 
at a regularly scheduled meet-
ing of the Board of Regents 
in Madison. They will travel 
from Richland Center to deliv-
er approximately 1,400 signa-
tures to UW System President 
Jay Rothman. 

The petition asks Governor 
Evers, State Senator Marklein, 
Assemblyman Kurtz, and 
President Rothman to meet 
with the community to share 
ideas about how the UW-Rich-
land campus can be saved. 

On November 22, President 
Rothman issued a letter direct-
ing UW-Platteville staff to de-
velop a plan to cease in-person 
instruction at UW-Richland. 
Since that announcement was 

made, a petition has been cir-
culating to save the campus.

“We have a small but mighty 
student body at UW-Richland. 
We’re eager to meet with Pres-
ident Rothman, let him know 
how upset the community is, 
and collaborate to invest in a 
solution that better serves fac-
ulty and students, both present 
and future,” said Jake Steele, a 
sophomore on campus.

Student enrollment has 
plummeted since the UW-
Richland campus underwent 
deep budget cuts by the State 
of Wisconsin. There were 373 
full-time equivalent students 
attending in 2012; that number 
is now estimated to be 60.

In Soldiers Grove

Board hears plan 
for holiday meal 
on Xmas Eve Day

Three Eagles Foundation   
remembers Shadewald

For Crawford County

Water quality results released

IN 2022, CSP continued their water quality monitoring efforts 
in Crawford County. In their recently released report, they de-
tail results from three areas in the county. Those areas are 
located in Scott, Wauzeka, Marietta and Haney townships.

UW-RICHLAND students are energized around saving their 
campus, and delivered a petition on Thursday, December 8, 
at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Regents in 
Madison. They delivered approximately 1,400 signatures to 
UW-System President Jay Rothman.

‘Save the campus’

Students from UW-Richland 
take a petition to Madison

Santa is everywhere!!
Santa took off from his busy schedule last Saturday to run this raffle for charity at the Christ-
mas Vendor and Craft Fair  in the Gays Mills Community Commerce Center. Proceeds from 
the raffle of items donated by vendors benefitted  the Gays Mills Food Pantry and the Mill 
House Lights Event. Merry Christmas!
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Cherished gifts or 
treat yourself! 

Handmade items: Jewelry, Weavings, Prints 
Woodworks, Pottery, Sculpture, Leather, 
Painting & more! 

 Tues-Sat 11-5, Sun 12-4 
 See items on Facebook  
Artisan Alley Viroqua 
 

114 S. Main Viroqua 
 

CHRISTMAS
EVE-DAY DINNER

FREE WILL OFFERING

SPONSORED BY:
THE VILLAGE OF SOLDIERS GROVE & SOLDIERS 

GROVE AMERICAN LEGION 220 AUXILIARY 

SAT
12/24

THE MEAL WILL BE SERVED 
FROM 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM OR 

UNTIL FOOD IS GONE

THE VILLAGE OF SOLDIERS GROVE & SOLDIERS 
GROVE 220 AUXILIARY WILL BE PROVIDING 

SOLDIERS GROVE AND SURROUNDING RESIDENTS
A CHRISTMAS EVE DAY DINNER.
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4.7 Rating on 
Google Reviews!

to a FREE chili dinner, along with apple 
cider, coffee, and Christmas cookies!  

Plus take advantage of special 
season-end shopping deals.

Thank you to all our customers for 
contributing to a successful year!

December 21st 2022
Community Chili Dinner

& Shopping Specials
4:00 to 6:30pm

48340 State Hwy 171 • Gays Mills, WI 54631
www.SunriseApples.com • (608) 735-4645

Apples • Donuts • Cider • Specialty Foods 
Bakery • Gift Shop • Gift Certificates 

Online Store Open 24/7 
NEW EverCrisp Apple Subscription 

Follow our interactive blog!
www.SunriseApples.com

You’re Invited

Holiday cheer and community spirit in evidence at Holiday Bazaar

WATER from Page 1

At the Gays Mills Mercantile Center

It was a bustling and enthusiastic crowd that attended the Kickapoo Exchange Holiday Bazaar last weekend at the Gays Mills Mercantile Center. Lovely music, happy people, good food 
set the scene for a holiday shopping experience that was truly memorable. Above, left, Margaret and Anna Davidson talk with Linda and Jim Dworschack, center, local weaver Harriet 
Behar discusses winter hats, and at right, Marjie Jurgensen sits in front of Little Boxes Vintage with her unique, handmade crafts. It was truly a day for Holiday Cheer!

Water Quality Monitoring shows exceedences and seasonal fluctuations

Marietta Township

Wauzeka Township

Scott and Haney townships

CSP notes heavy manure 
spreading was observed 
near these two monitoring 
locations in June and Sep-
tember. They also note that 
high levels of Methicillin-

resistant Staphylococcus au-
reus (MRSA) at the Richland 
Creek site in October, with 
low levels of running water 
in general.

MRSA is a group of Gram-
positive bacteria that are ge-

netically distinct from other 
strains of Staphylococcus 
aureus. MRSA is respon-
sible for several difficult-to-
treat infections in humans. 
It caused more than 100,000 
deaths attributable to antimi-
crobial resistance in 2019.

Wauzeka Township
At the Boydtown Creek 

location, E.coli levels mea-
sured were:

• May: 30 cfu/100 mL
• June: 650 cfu/100 mL
• July: 720 cfu/100 mL

• August: 1,300 cfu/100 
mL

• Sept: 340 cfu/100 mL
• Oct.: 630 cfu/100 mL
At this location, levels of 

total phosphorous measured 
were:

• May: 0.080 mg/L
• June: 0.180 mg/L
• July: 0.190 mg/L
• August: 0.160 mg/L
• Sept.: 0.200 mg/L
• Oct.: 0.150 mg/L
At the unnamed spring 

measuring location, E.coli 
levels measured were:

• May: 93 cfu/100 mL
• June: 68 cfu/100 mL
• July: 82 cfu/100 mL
• August: 100 cfu/100 mL
• Sept: 82 cfu/100 mL

• Oct: 100 cfu/100 mL
At this location, total phos-

phorus levels measured were:
• May: 0.010 mg/L
• June: 0.010 mg/L
• July: 0.030 mg/L
• August: 0.040 mg/L
• Sept: 0.020 mg/L
• Oct.: 0.030 mg/L

Marietta Township
At the location near Kicka-

poo Valley Road, E.coli lev-
els measured in May were 
at just under 50,000 cfu/100 
mL, and phosphorous levels 
were at 0.36 mg/L.

CSP notes that there was 
very heavy manure spreading 
in the vicinity of this moni-
toring site in June, with water 
levels particularly low due to 
drought conditions.

The next round of 
broadband grants 
will be open soon

Governor Tony Evers and 
Rebecca Cameron Valcq, 
Chairperson of the Public 
Service Commission of Wis-
consin (PSC), announced last 
week the next round of fund-
ing opportunities through the 
Broadband Expansion Grant 
Program. The application pe-
riod runs from December 7, 
2022 and will end on Febru-
ary 22, 2023. 

The broadband expan-
sion grant program connects 
people and businesses to 
broadband and the economic, 
health, and educational op-
portunities that high-speed 
internet access unlocks. State 
and federal investments di-
rected by Gov. Evers toward 
this program since 2019 
have connected or are in the 
process of connecting over 
387,000 homes and business-
es to high-speed broadband 
internet service.

 “High-speed internet ac-
cess is critical for Wiscon-
sin families, businesses, and 
communities to thrive,” said 
Gov. Evers. “The historic in-
vestments we’ve made since 
2019 in the state broadband 
expansion grant program 
have helped connect un-
served and underserved areas 
of our state with high-speed 
internet. This new round will 
build upon our past success 
and deliver improved access 
for more Wisconsinites.”    

 “Governor Evers and the 
PSC are committed to the 
continued equitable expan-
sion of broadband services in 
Wisconsin,” said Chairper-
son Valcq. “This new grant 
round will equip our partners 
with the necessary support 
and resources to improve in-
ternet access in underserved 
areas of the state.” 

$14.1 million available
In this grant round, $14.1 

million is available to appli-
cants to help expand high-
speed broadband Internet 
in the state through funding 
from the Universal Service 
Fund. These are the remain-
ing state funds available for 
broadband expansion during 
the 2021-23 biennial budget 
period.

In October, Gov. Evers 
announced that the U.S. De-
partment of the Treasury ap-
proved the governor’s plans 
to allocate $40 million in fed-
eral ARPA funds through the 
Capital Projects Fund to ex-
pedite Wisconsin’s efforts to 
expand access to high-speed 
internet across the state. Ap-
plication information related 
to the Capital Projects Fund 
will be announced at a later 
date. 

More information about 
the Broadband Expansion 
Grant Program can be found 
on the PSC website at psc.
wi.gov.

In Wisconsin

DHS reminds Wisconsinites to stay safe during holidays
In both 2020 and 2021, 

COVID-19 cases surged 
during the colder months. 
As colder weather returns, 
the Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services (DHS) 
reminds Wisconsinites of 
the available programs for 
accessing COVID-19 self-
tests and treatment. All Wis-
consinites are encouraged to 
utilize these services to keep 
themselves and those around 
them safe this holiday sea-
son.

Wisconsinites can order 
free at-home rapid COV-

ID-19 tests and have them 
delivered directly to their res-
idence through the state-sup-
ported Say Yes! COVID Test 
program, which is partially 
funded through the American 
Rescue Plan Act. All Wiscon-
sin households are eligible to 
place an order every month 
on the Say Yes! COVID Test 
website for one free test kit 
that contains five rapid anti-
gen COVID-19 tests. House-
holds can place an order for 
test kits starting the 1st of ev-
ery month, including house-
holds that have already re-

ceived an initial order of test 
kits since the launch of this 
program in September.

 “The Say Yes! COVID 
Test program gives Wiscon-
sinites the ability to test for 
COVID-19 and know their 
results within minutes at-
home”, said DHS Secretary-
designee Karen Timberlake. 
“Knowing whether you have 
COVID-19 is essential to 
preventing the spread of the 
virus. Once you know your 
test results, you can make 
decisions that will keep your 
loved ones safe.”
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