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With the installation of a transmitter and temporary tower and antenna on Brown County’s Scray’s  The staff of 9 or 10 people grew to 25-30 with the introduction of WBAY-TV.
Hill, the station went on air on March 17, 1953, with an eight-hour schedule and a staff of around 25.

WBAY photos

WBAY 70: Becoming WBAY

BY KRIS LEONHARDT
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Part III in our series on
WBAY’s history

Under Haydn Evans’
watch, sister radio stations
WTAQ and WHBY were
profitable within a year.

The staff in those days
consisted of 9-10 people, in-
cluding a salesman, traffic
manager, two announcers,
chief engineer, managing
director, secretary and one
or two engineers at the
transmitter site in De Pere.

Evans operated as the
general manager and sales
manager.

“We always had trouble

meeting the payroll and
more than once a Green
Bay merchant would pay
us ahead of billing date,”
Evans recalled in a memoir.

“In 1939, we began a daily
Telephone Quiz. To the best
of my knowledge this was
the “first.’ Ten years later,
in 1949, we started a pro-
gram called ‘Party Line.’
Five years later there were
hundreds of imitations and
variations throughout the
country.

“But, perhaps the most
popular show we ever cre-
ated was called ‘Armchair
Detective.””

With those new ideas and
marketing measures, Evans

turned the stations around
and they started making
money.

“Now, I don’t know at
what point they started get-
ting into TV. I don’t know
what the impetus was, just
because everybody was get-
ting into TV at the time,”
said station historian, Ted
Miller.

“Around 1949-51, the FCC
put a freeze on new TV sta-
tions. They’re about 108 or
180 in the country, and the
FCC said, ‘hold on, all of
these radio signals for TV
might interfere with civil
defense.” So, they put on a
freeze. WTMJ in Milwau-
kee was channel No. 3 at

the time; that was the only
TV station in Wisconsin,
but people were interested.
There were a couple thou-
sand people in this area
who had TVs just to pick up
that one station in Milwau-
kee.

“So, everybody wanted to
get a TV license. As soon as
the FCC said the freeze is
over we’ll start looking at
it again, FCC approved two
licenses for Green Bay. Not
licensed, per se, they said
we will do a channel No. 2
and channel No. 6 and for
WBAY, Haydn Evans ap-
plied immediately for chan-
nel No. 6.

“Then, at some point dur-

ing early 1952, as they’re
about to put in the appli-
cation, the engineers and
some of the lawyers said,
‘No, go for channel No. 2.
From an engineering stand-
point, it’ll be much simpler.
It’ll be much better for us.’
But he doesn’t know why; I
never found an explanation
of why, but channel No. 2
will be better for us. So, he
applied for channel No. 2.

“The Press-Gazette and
a group of Fox Valley busi-
nessmen were applying for
channel No. 6.

“There was also a TV sta-
tion in Oshkosh, WOSH-TV.
There was construction un-
derway for a TV station in

Neenah, WNAM. There was
also in Marinette Menomi-
nee, WMAM, and they were
working on a TV license. So
it’s like everybody’s coming
out from under a rock try-
ing to get a license for TV.
“WBAY got the first one.”
The station got their li-
cense in November of 1952.
With the installation of
a transmitter and tempo-
rary tower and antenna on
Brown County’s Scray’s
Hill, the station went on
air March 17, 1953, with an
eight-hour schedule and
staff of around 25.
Next week: The early
days
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Our area is very lucky to have many wonderful,
locally-owned small businesses that take pride in
offering exceptional services.

On the following pages, you will find a sample
of the wide variety of businesses that call

Nicolet Restaurant is a Favorite
De Pere Landmark

The first thing one notices when
walking into Nicolet Restaurant
are the smiling faces of the many
customers gathered for a hearty
breakfast or casual lunch. This is
clearly the meeting place for many
area residents who come to enjoy
the heaping plates full of eggs, ba-
con, hash browns, fried potatoes,
pancakes and other tempting fare.
Along with their popular break-
fasts, they offer specialty drinks
such as Cappuccino’s, Latte’s,
Frappe’s, Iced Coffee drinks, and
Cold Brew coffee.

Everything is served with a
smile by the friendly staff at this
local eatery. Regular custom-
ers know to order the homemade
toast: thick slices of home-baked
bread, toasted to a delicious gold-
en brown. Even Grandma would
agree that this bread alone is

worth the trip!

Nicolet may be best known for
its breakfasts, but they also serve
lunches and feature a daily plate
lunch of home-style favorites like
turkey, meatloaf, pot roast and la-
sagna. They also offer Buckets of
Beer Battered Cod on Friday and
their Buckets of Chicken to go on
Sundays.

Nicolet has an updated menu and
specials so be sure to check out
their selections that appeal to al-
most any appetite!

Nicolet Restaurant is open Mon-
day through Thursday 6am-4pm,
Friday, 6am-7pm, Saturday 6am-
4pm and Sunday 7am-4pm. They
are located at 525 Reid St. De
Pere. You can call them at 336-
8726, or you can also find them at
www.nicoletrestaurant.com
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