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3 for life-saving
efforts.
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Dr. Kaytee Firnett Devroy, right, owner of the Peshtigo Veterinary Clinic, checks on Mabel, a 4-year-old dog that came in for blood testing, while her
owner, Taylor Wroblewski, left, looks on.
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Currently, the area has three
vets, Bayshore Veterinary
Clinic in Menominee, Town

before, trying to address their
concerns. She believes this
may have caused the extra

routine dental work for months.

“State officials were con-
cerned about alack of supplies

them.
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The problem is not
justisolated to the
tri-cities area. Accord-
ing to the American Vet-
erinary Medical Associa-
tion, “veterinarians saw
fewer patients per hour
and average productivity
declined by almost 25%
in 2020, compared with
20197

That meansifavet
could usually see four
petsinan hour, theyd
onlybe able to see three.

The AVMA also noted
that the average turn-
over for vets was twice as
high compared to physi-
ciansin medical practice
at 16%. Veterinary techni-
cians had one of the high-
est turnovers, higher than
registered nurses, with
an approximately 26%
annual turnover rate.

To solve the burnout,
Fox Valley Technical Col-
lege was approved to
start a part-time vet tech
program last fall. Still,

Mabel, a 4-year-old dog
who came into Peshtigo
Veterinary Clinic for blood
testing, celebrates with a
treat.

aveterinary technician
can do — expanding
many of their services
and abilities in the tele-
medicine arena.

“They have the auton-
omy to do alot with guid-
ance from the veteri-
narian,’ Nagel said.

Vet techs canbringa
really good quality train-
ingin the surgical area.
They canreally increase
what’s happeningin that

don’t take aslong.

“We've all done it
because we want to help
animals, but at the same
time, that’s the salary for
an entire person,” Firnett
Devroy said, comment-
ing onlostrevenue to
keep the clinic running.

She said they hadn’t
taken any new clients in
the past few years, which
started before the pan-
demic.

“There are only so
many hoursin the day
for us to see animals,”
Firnett Devroy said.

Ifthey took on new
clients, they would be
unable to help their
established clients,
which she said didn’t
seem fair.

“Ithink one of the
most hurtful things that
peoplein the field are
told is, “You don’t care
about my pet. You're just
init for the money,” she
said. “I've known alot of
vets and alot of techni-
cians, assistants, recep-
tionists. They are abso-

Each week health professionals give their educated opinions on
relatable health questions. We believe that knowledge is power!
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« How Does Dehydration
*  Effect Our Body?

Water makes up two-thirds of
the human body. Water helps

young also do not have the ability to say they are

¢ thirsty or get themselves a drink when needed.
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