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Ringing in the season

Loyal Elementary students jingle bells for their Christmas concert held last Friday in the Loyal High School gym. 
Audience members enjoyed such classics as “Jingle Bells,” “Santa Claus is Coming to Town,” “Joy to the World” 
and “It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas”. Shown are (l-r) Grace, Cole, Paisley, Logan and Onyx. (Per district 
policy, only fi rst names were given.) For more photos from the concert, see page 20.

By Valorie Brecht
Last week’s winter storm system packed a powerful 

punch, leading to downed power lines and widespread 
outages. 

The area got slammed with freezing rain Tuesday 
night, followed by the season’s first major snowfall 
Wednesday night and another round of  snowfall Thurs-
day night. As of  9:39 Thursday morning, about 71,000 
Wisconsinites were without power, including thousands 
in Clark County.

The number of  Xcel Energy customers without 
power peaked at about 30,000 in northwest Wisconsin 
mid-Thursday morning. This included 4,800 customers 
in Xcel’s west-central region, with outages in Granton, 
Chili, Neillsville, Colby, Abbotsford, Dorchester and the 
surrounding rural areas. 

Clark Electric, which serves customers in Clark 
County and fi ve surrounding counties, also reported 
widespread outages. The company had about 1,400 cus-
tomers without power at the peak of  the outages, with the 
majority of  those in Clark County, including customers 
in Neillsville, Stanley and rural Greenwood. As of  12:12 
p.m. Friday, 331 customers in Clark County were still 
waiting for their power to be restored.

“Most of  the snow has been pretty heavy and wet. So 
the snow weighs down the tree branches and they fall on 
lines. We’ve had a lot of  lines down and poles down,” said 
Christine Ouellette of  Xcel Energy.

As one example, a tree fell on Highway 98 west of  
Spencer around noon Wednesday. The village crew went 
to clean up the tree and while they were working, another 
tree fell on the road. At 3:10 p.m. Thursday, village ad-
ministrator Paul Hensch reported that about 35 percent 
of  the village had lost power over the last 24 hours and 
about 250 customers were without power at that point.

The storm also disrupted emergency communications. 
Power was lost in Neillsville. Xcel Energy reported an out-
age for the city of  Neillsville starting at approximately 7 
a.m. Thursday. As a result, the Clark County Courthouse 
closed to the public for the day. The courthouse has an 
emergency generator, but that failed around 9:45 a.m., 
so the sheriff’s offi ce dispatch center had to reroute 911 
calls to surrounding counties. At around 11:30 a.m., the 
power came back on. However, unfortunately that was 
not the last outage the sheriff’s offi ce would have to con-
tend with that day. Power was again lost from 4:30 to 8:30 
p.m., per data from Xcel. The dispatch center again had 
to reroute calls.

Clark Electric CEO Tim Stewart said the last time he 
had seen power outages of  this magnitude was a year to 
the day earlier. Eight tornadoes touched down in west-
central Wisconsin on Dec. 15, 2021, including two EF-2s 
(wind speeds of  111-135 miles per hour) near Neillsville 
and one near Stanley. By midnight the night of  the storm, 
approximately 3,450 Clark Electric customers were with-
out power. 

While last week’s storm did not cause as much 
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WARM WISHES TO YOU AND YOURS
From our family to yours, we wish you a safe and

happy holiday season.
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Public Service Commission requests 
feedback on broadband map

The Public Service Commission of  Wisconsin (PSC 
or Commission) is encouraging individuals to identify 
inaccuracies and challenge the Federal Communications 
Commission’s (FCC) draft of  the national broadband map 
by Jan. 13. Since unveiling the pre-production draft of  
the new broadband in November, the FCC has called on 
consumers, state, local and Tribal government entities, 
and other stakeholders can help verify the accuracy of  
the data.

The new map is the most granular and up-to-date 
federal map of  where broadband is and is not available 
across the country. The FCC’s new broadband maps will 
be used to determine the allocation of  Broadband Equity, 
Access and Deployment (BEAD) funds that Wisconsin 
will receive to build broadband infrastructure.

The new map is available at https://broadbandmap.
gov/. Residents can type their address and check the map. 
If  the information is inaccurate, residents can submit a 
challenge by fi lling out the Availability Challenge Form. 
Instructions are available at How to Submit an Availabil-

ity Challenge on the FCC website.
“An accurate map that shows broadband access in 

our state is critical to ensure Wisconsin receives our 
fair share of  federal funding,” said PSC Chairperson 
Rebecca Cameron Valcq. “Local leaders and members of  
the public know their communities best, which is why 
we are earnestly calling on them to get involved in the 
broadband mapping challenge process. It’s time to badger 
the FCC and secure this funding.”

On Dec. 12, Gov. Tony Evers and PSC Chairperson 
Valcq announced the state will receive more than $5 mil-
lion to begin planning for the deployment and adoption 
of  affordable, equitable, and reliable high-speed internet 
in Wisconsin through the BEAD and Digital Equity Act, 
under the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. Wisconsin 
could expect an allocation of  $700 million to $1.1 billion 
for broadband expansion under BEAD.

The PSC’s Wisconsin Broadband Offi ce is available to 
answer questions and share resources at PSCStatebroad-
bandoffi ce@wisconsin.gov. Please see Storm, page 14



VALORIE BRECHT/STAFF PHOTO
Last week’s storm left the outdoors dressed in white like a Winter Wonderland, 
but also resulted in heavy-laden tree branches that weighed down on power 
lines, like these near Spencer.
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Whether you are planning a wed-
ding, corporate event, or party, 

the venue you choose will make your 
event memorable – for better or for 
worse.

Event venues often compromise a 
large portion of your party budget too, 
so it’s important to choose a space 
wisely. To find a venue that will leave 
your guests raving, BBB recommends 
the following tips.

Settle on your location first. Where 
your event will take place will affect all 
the other details for your party. Start 
by choosing a general location that is 
easy to access for your guests. If peo-
ple will be coming in from out of town 
to attend your event, make sure there 
are appropriate accommodations and 
transportation options nearby. If this 
aspect of your event is flexible, choos-
ing a venue in a small town or rural 
setting can be more cost-effective 
than a venue in a larger city. Finally, if 
the event you are planning is a wed-
ding, think about whether you want the 
ceremony and reception to be held in 
the same place. If not, you’ll need to 
choose two separate locations.

Being flexible on the date may save 
you money. If the timing is flexible, you 
may be able to choose a low-demand 
season or day to save some money, 
especially if your event is a wedding. 

Keep in mind that summertime is peak 
wedding season and weekends and 
evenings book faster than weekdays, 
mornings, and afternoons. Venues may 
have open dates on their calendars 
they want to fill, so if you can provide 
a few date options you may be able to 
snag discount pricing as you negotiate 
with the venue.

Take a guest count. Make a list early 
on and come up with a good estimate 
of how many people will attend your 
event. The National Press Club recom-

Finding an event venue for your next party

mends choosing a venue where your 
target attendance will be just under 
the capacity limit, but never over. If 
the space is too small, guests will feel 
crowded and there could be capac-
ity issues. If the space is too big, your 
event will seem under-attended and 
empty. In addition, knowing how many 
people will attend your event will help 
you as you budget for the event.

Set your budget. Think about how 
much you can spend on an event 
space and keep in mind that services 
and amenities, such as catering, are 
usually separate expenses. Determin-
ing your budget will help you narrow 
down your venue options.

Think about the style of the event. If 
you are aiming for an ultra-glamorous 
event or a highly professional one, 
a rustic barn in the country may not 
be your best choice. Think about the 
ambiance and aesthetic that best fits 
your event, as this will set the tone of 
the event for your guests.

Start an online search. With several of 
the big decisions made, you can now 
start searching for venues in your area 
that can accommodate your event. As 
you do, make a shortlist of venues you 
are interested in learning more about. 
Don’t forget to look up any venues rec-

ommended to you by friends or family 
members.

Research the venue’s business repu-
tation. Consumer Reports recom-
mends getting at least three referenc-
es for any venue you are interested in 
and looking them up on org. In addi-
tion, it’s always a good idea to do an 
internet search with the venue name 
followed by “reviews” and “complaints.” 
Don’t rely solely on reviews you read 
on the venue’s website. Find reviews on 
third-party websites instead.

Tour potential venues. There’s no sub-
stitute for visiting a venue in person. 
See the place with your own eyes to 
make sure any photos you saw on the 
internet aren’t exaggerated or mis-
leading.

Research services and amenities. 
Some event venues are all-inclusive 
with chair and table rentals, cater-
ing, and audio-video materials, while 
others are more of a blank slate. Find 
out what is included in the rental price, 
and what you’ll need to bring in your-
self. Also, be sure basic amenities, such 
as bathrooms and parking are avail-
able for your guests.

Think about customer service. Pay 
attention to how customer service is 
handled. You’ll want to work with a 
venue that makes you feel comfortable 
and taken care of, especially if venue 
staff will be taking care of catering 
or other services and interacting with 
your guests.

Read contracts, including the fine 
print. Before you sign the dotted line, 
read the contract carefully. Pay close 
attention to cancelation policies, de-
posit returns, dates and times, cleanup 
rules, and any other important details. 
Never do business with an event venue 
that doesn’t have a contract for you to 
sign.

Make your deposit with a credit card.
It’s always best practice to make pay-
ments with your credit card. If you 
have any problems with the venue 
later on, charges will be easier to 
dispute.3x6.75”

3x3.25”
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Though couples can plan wedding cer-
emonies and receptions how they see 

fit, many weddings are steeped in tradi-
tion, some of which may be more subtle 
than others. One longstanding wedding 
tradition revolves around a bride’s attire. 
Historians differ regarding the origins of 
the bridal veil, but some trace this tradition 
all the way back to Ancient Greece. Others 
suggest bridal veils were first popularized 
within the Roman Empire by people who 
believed that the veil protected the bride 
from evil spirits as she walked down the 
aisle. Traditions surrounding bridal veils 
even differ within various faiths, so the veil 

may signify one thing at a Jewish wed-
ding and something entirely different at a 
Christian ceremony. Veils also have long 
been seen by some as symbolic of purity. 
Despite their long-held position in wedding 
lore and tradition, veils are no longer seen 
as a must-have. Nor are brides who choose 
to wear a veil beholden to having it cover 
their face as they walk down the aisle. In 
fact, many modern brides now flip their 
veils over their head as they walk down the 
aisle en route to saying, “I do.” Regardless 
of how brides who opt for veils choose to 
wear them, there’s no denying the enduring 
popularity of this tradition.  

The tradition behind 
bridal veils

3x10”3x10”
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damage as the freak storm system a year 
ago, it still caused signifi cant problems. 

“We were having a pretty good year 
in terms of  outages and were actually 
on track for our best year in fi ve years 
until this came along,” said Stewart. “We 
had crews out since Tuesday evening… 
Our crews have to be rotated so they stay 
safe. As the power has been restored in 
one area, another line will trip off, so it’s 
been slow going. There’s defi nitely a lot of  
branches and trees on the road.”

Preparation for power outages
A storm like this reminds consumers 

how much they depend on electricity and 
the need to plan ahead in the event the 
unexpected happens.

People should call the power company 
if  their power goes out. They should avoid 
going near downed lines and assume the 
line is live. It is also important to keep 
one’s natural gas meter clear as well as 
keeping the sidewalk and driveway clear 
of  snow.

“People should have a preparedness kit 
ready ahead of  time in case the power goes 

out… The kit should include fl ashlights, 
radios and things like that,” said Stewart.

Other tips include avoiding opening the 
refrigerator as much as possible, so cold 
foods stay cold, and having candles, lan-
terns or another non-electric light source. 

“If  you’re going to use a generator, 
make sure it’s hooked up properly and 
properly vented,” said Stewart. “If  it re-
quires a double-throw switch, make sure 
its operational and working correctly.” 

People should take care when using 
space heaters. They should make sure the 
heater has the label showing it is listed 
by a recognized testing laboratory and 
read the manufacturer’s instructions and 
warning labels. Never leave a space heater 
unattended. The power companies also 
ask for the public’s patience as they work 
to restore power.

“Our crews work extremely hard in 
less-than-ideal conditions. We understand 
it’s not fun to have the power out. But we 
will get the power restored as quickly as 
possible — that’s our goal and our crews 
work very hard to do that,” said Ouellette.

Storm, from page 1
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WeezerWeezer

If you are interested in sponsoring the
CCHS Adopt-A-Pet ad, please call 715-223-2342.

Clark County Humane Society Adopt-A-PetClark County Humane Society Adopt-A-Pet

Meet Weezer, the CCHS Pet of the Week!   Weezer is about five months old and is Meet Weezer, the CCHS Pet of the Week!   Weezer is about five months old and is 
a very sweet girl who weighs 6.3 pounds.  She has a pretty short-haired Brown a very sweet girl who weighs 6.3 pounds.  She has a pretty short-haired Brown 
Tabby coat with beautiful markings and stripings.  Weezer came to CCHS with Tabby coat with beautiful markings and stripings.  Weezer came to CCHS with 
her friends Itty Bitty, Boots and Miss Kitty when there were just too many stray her friends Itty Bitty, Boots and Miss Kitty when there were just too many stray 
kitties hanging around her previous home.  Weezer really loves to be with people kitties hanging around her previous home.  Weezer really loves to be with people 
and would love a new family of her very own.  She is quite adorable with a fun-and would love a new family of her very own.  She is quite adorable with a fun-
loving and affectionate personality.  She’d love to have new loving and affectionate personality.  She’d love to have new 
friends to play with and then a soft, cozy spot to snuggle 

in for cat naps. If you’re looking for love and snuggles, Weezer is your girl!  You can submit 
your adoption application on our website:   www.cchs-petshelter.org/applying-to-adopt.  

 

Dec. 27-30:  Kids stop in to make a New 
Year’s Noise Maker 

Jan. 2: Closed
Jan. 9: Branching Out Book Club, 6:30 pm
Jan. 13: Recipe Round Up, 11 am

         Free coloring pages and a 
          new January Scavenger Hunt!

GREENWOOD AREA LIBRARY
"A Place to Branch Out" www.greenwoodpubliclibrary.org

Current Hours: Monday-Friday 10 am-6 pm

We will be closed from Dec. 23-26.
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