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Cleanup to begin after flood waters recede

Two homes lost due to high water, volunteers wanted in Bagley & Cassville

BNY DAVID TIMMERMAN
NEWSEDITOR@TDS.NET

“What are the next steps, now
that the waters are receding?”

That is the principle question
Grant County Emergency
Management Director Steve
Braun is answering as the
Mississippi River recedes to its
banks after one of the worst floods
in the past 100 years has come and
gone.

Friday, the river crested in the
basins that Grant County borders,
coming in just below the projected
crest. At a preliminary height of
22.91 ft. in the McGregor basin,
the river level was the third highest
on record, only being exceeded by
the 1965 flood (25.38 ft.) and 2001
flood (23.75 ft.).

That was a day early, and
lower than what the projections
had been, which were closer to the
2001 event.

Man dies
after in
river

Was out checking
his property after
the flooding

A 68-year-old Bagley man has
died after he was found in the
Mississippi River Monday, where
he was believed to have been on his
way to check out property he has
that was hit by the recent flooding,

Michael Coon was pronounced
deceased at Crossing Rivers Health
Center in Prairie du Chien Monday,
where he had been taken by West
Grant EMS.

According to the Wisconsin
DNR, Coon had told individualds
he was planning to check out
property he had along the
Mississippi River which had been
impacted by flooding.

At 2:55 p.m. the Grant County
Sheriff’s Office received a 9-1-1 call
where an individual has seen a boat
floating in the water and there was
no one in the boat.

A follow up call to the dispatch
center reported that a male had
fallen out of the boat, was brought
to shore, and CPR was in progress.

A witness reported having seen
Coon in the boat and another
witness later saw him appearing to
be swimming after the boat, which
was floating away from him.

The bystanders noticed him
appearing to struggle in the water
so they found a canoe and went
out to help him. He was located,
unconscious in the water, and taken
to shore where they attempted life
saving measures until emergency
personnel arrived.

Bagley First Responders, and
Glen Haven First Responders,
along with a deputy from the Grant
County Sheriff’s Office had also
responded to the scene.

Coon was not wearing a
personal flotation device at the
time. The Grant County Coroner’s
Office has ruled Coon’s death as
being accidental.

While all of the damage will
not be known until the waters fully
recede, and crews get into homes
and business, as well as inspecting
the infrastructure, it appears
that this flood will not cause the
damage either of those historic

floods created.

Opverall, the preliminary report
has that two primary residences
were lost to the flooding, both of
which were in the River of Lakes
area of Bagley. Another 20 homes
in both Bagley and Cassville had

some damage or flooding due to
the high water.

Braun said that he does not
have a full count of how many
cabins or vacation homes were
also impacted by the flooding at
this time.
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Water, water everywhere - You could find images everywhere up and down the Mississippi River Friday showing the
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impact of the spring flooding. At Eagles Roost Resortin Cassville, Travis VanWuyk points out ways the location prepared
for the flooding. MIDDLE - Crossing the tracks into RIver of Lakes in Bagley and you were instantly greeted with high
water. BOTTOM - The Wisconsin Emergency Management Agency conducted aerial photography during the crest.

“If it would have came in at
the forecast level, there would have
been more homes underwater,”
Braun said of the levels.

A number of families were
temporarily displaced from their
homes due to high water cutting
off access, but not one person
utilized the emergency shelter set
up[ by the American Red Cross in
the Bagley Storm Shelter, instead
staying with family or friends
during the flood event.

“The communities have really
come together,: Braun said of the
efforts, not only to house, but also
to prepare for the flooding.

Emergency responders and
volunteers created more than
30,000 sandbags for this event,
putting a dent in the 50,000 the
county had in reserve.

“We had great response,” said

Bagley Village President Chris
Trautsch of the assistance from
the Grant County Emergency
Management office, as well as from
volunteers who made thousands
of sandbags for the community
leading up to the flood.
Having been part of the
community since 2006, Trautsch
noted that for many in the
community, dealing with flooding
is not unfamiliar, and residents
know how to deal or mitigate the
damage.

“Everybody is kind of
prepared,” Trautsch said of his
neighbors.

Trautsch recalled his own first
flood in 2007 - one that was caused
by heavy rains being collected
on the other side of the railroad
tracks, and how those floods do
not give you the ability to prepare
like this one did. “It is a night
and day difference,” Trautsch
stated, noting for those the only
thing they can do is make sure the
outlets for the runoff are clear of
debris.

However, waiting for the
waters to rise can bring its own
anxiety, he remarked.

Trautsch is hopeful the damage
will be minimal, but they have to
wait and see if there has been any
impact to the wastewater sewer
system, or if the base of roadways
has not been compromised.

Volunteers needed

Friday & Saturday

For Bagley, cleanup is being
planned for Friday and Saturday,
with a call for volunteers to meet
at the storm shelter across from
the village hall/fire department
starting at 9 a.m.

Braun said for volunteers, they
should make sure they have gloves
and eye protection. Braun also
said that those with leaf rakes, if
you brought those, you can help
deal with cornstalks that seem
to be a real issue in the River of
Lakes area.

Volunteers will be helping
remove and empty sandbags, as
well as giving general assistance
to residents with cleaning up their
homes.

The county has already
dispatched cleaning kits to Bagley
for assistance.

Flood | see 7A

CROSSING RIVERS HEALTH
ORTHOPEDICS & SPORTS MEDICINE

- Meet the team at crossingrivers.org/ortho.
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Flood

FROM PAGE 1A
Troy Moris,

Environmental Health
Coordinator for Grant-
Iowa-Lafayette-Richland-
Vernon counties will be
on the ground during the
cleanup in Bagley and
Cassville, and he noted a
few things that residents
and volunteers should think
about when tackling the
cleanup.

“You should have
protective footwear,” Moris
said, noting that rubber
boots would be good in
dealing with wet areas. For
all those still having N95
masks from the pandemic,
its time to redeploy them
as well.

“Protect yourself as
there can be some nasty
things out there,” Moris
continued.

As for homeowners,
Moris said that when items
sit, saturated, there is little
hope in saving things like
drywall or carpeting with
padding underneath.
Attempting to save them
may just allow mold to grow.

Unlike being in a moist
situation, like a shower or
something that got wet for a
moment, pads under carpet
prevent the space from
drying out before mold can
start growing, and mold will
also hide behind drywall.

The department has a
moisture meter that they
can use to inspect homes

to see what may need to be
removed.

For those with wells,
Moris states that if that
well was covered completely
by water during this flood,
the best thing to do is get
it tested as there may have
been contaminants that
might have gotten into those
wells during that time.

Most bacteria entering
the ground surface along
with rainwater or snowmelt
are filtered out as the water
seeps through the soil.

Several strains of
bacteria can survive a long
time and find their way into
the groundwater by moving
through coarse soils, shallow
fractured bedrock, quarries,
sinkholes, inadequately
grouted wells or cracks in
the well casing. Insects or
small rodents can also carry
bacteria into wells with
inadequate caps or seals.

Bacteria are only one of
several contaminants that
can affect your well water.
It is good news if the results
of both the total coliform
and E. coli bacteria tests
are negative, because this
means there are no bacterial
contaminants in the water.
However, these negative
results do not necessarily
mean your water is free of
chemical contamination,
like nitrate or pesticides.

Meanwhile over in
Cassville, planning is still
going on for cleanup in that
community.

During the height of the

water on Friday, it looked

like things would go mostly
unscathed, at least on the
surface, as sandbags and
pumps seemed to hold at
locations along Jack Oak
Road, including the Eagles
Roost Resort. At the resort,
the pumps for different
buildings around the facility
were being checked every
two hours by Travis Van
Wyk, who has been a
part of the resort for the
past three years, joining
his wife’s family who have
run the resort for the past
four decades. Van Wyk said
that they had more than
3,000 sandbags around the
five-room building, and
that other than some water
coming in through the
drains, the water was being
held back. To show the
demand for their facilities,
the cabins at the Eagles
Roost have patrons staying,
including some hunters who
are staying in cabins that are
only accessible via boat.

Van Wyk joked that he
is used to the lack of sleep,
with younger children, so
checking the pumps is a
simple enough task, making
sure silt or other debris are
not blocking the pumps,
nor affecting the floats. First
going around in waders,
Van Wyk has started using
a canoe, finding the scene
peaceful.

Go to SWNEWS4U.com to
see video around Cass-
ville and the Eagles Roost
Resort.

To recognize Earth Day, Lancaster Lions did highway cleanup April 25 and 27 as part of the
Keep Lancaster Beautiful street and highway cleanup project. Left to Right in photo: Lynn
Knutson, Kim Veech, Julie Rebecca, Stacy Martin. Not pictured Kathy Larsen and Vickie Burggraf.
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By submitting this form, | authorize Morris Newspapers to use this photo in publication.
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The Grant County Emergency Services
Association held our annual fire prevention
poster awards at the Dickeyville Fire Station
on April 26. The contestis open to students
from kindergarten thru 8™ grade. Each fire
departmentjudges the posters at the local
level. The first place poster in each grade
then goes to Grant County Emergency
Services Association and then on to the
state contest. The top three poster winners
atthe county in each grade were presented
certificates and a cash prize at the awards
ceremonu.

Pictured Front Row Left to right: Beau Bates
2nd place second grade Southwestern
Hazel Green, Kristy Cogan 1t place third
grade Southwestern Hazel Green, Rylie
Rupp 3" place first grade St Joseph Hazel
Green, Dexter Kaiser 3™ place Kindergarten
HGIC Kieler. Back Row: Rachel Runde 1%t place
first grade Home School, Platteville, Isabella
Klar 3™ place fourth grade Westview,
Platteville, Conner Oyen 3rd place eighth
grade Tri State Home School, Platteville,
Allen Freiburger 1st place fourth grade
Southwestern Hazel Green, Ashlynn Smith
2nd place seventh grade Tri State Home
School Platteville, Rinanna Peters 1t place

fifth grade Platteville Middle School, Emily
Koeller 1st place eighth grade St Joseph
Hazel Green, Missing from picture: Veda
Rasmussen 15t place kindergarten St
Clement Lancaster, Ipek Uludag 2" place
kindergarten Neil Wilkins Platteville, Zayn
Kirschbaum 2nd place first grade Cassville,
Ada Schnering 1%t place second grade
Westview Platteville, Serenity Kimbler 3™
place second grade Cassville Elementary,
Hauden Kaiser 2" place third grade HGIC
Kieler, Leah Jensen 3™ place third grade St
Clement Lancaster, Blakely Klaas 2" place
fourth grade St Clement Lancaster, Deegan
Harbaugh 2" place fifth grade Cassville
Elementary, Layla Rosenthal 3™ place fifth
grade St Joseph Hazel Green, Kenlinn Byl
st place sixth grade St Clement Lancaster,
Carsyn Jones 2™ place sixth grade River
ridge Bloomington, Lexus Steffens 3™ place
sixth grade St Joseph Hazel Green, Elise
Sheehan 1t place seventh grade St Joseph
Hazel Green, Ava Neis 3™ place seventh
grade River Ridge Bloomington, Mabal
Droessler 2™ place eighth grade HGIC Kieler.

Those that placed at the state contest are:
Kristy Cogan 2™, Rihanna Peters 3™, Kenlinn
Bul 15t, Ava Neis 15t. Emily Koeller 3.

MEDICARE ADVERTISEMENT

Not happy with your
Medicare plan?

You can switch to our

plan at any time.
J.

ke e ke

5 OUT OF 5 STARS
MEDICARE’S
HIGHEST RATING

4" B

A

As a Medicare Cost Plan, you can enroll or switch to our plan at any
time without penalty. You do not have to wait for the next Annual
Enroliment Period. You also retain your Medicare Part A & Part B
coverage. All Medicare eligible services and supplies are paid in full
when members utilize network providers.

Join a 5-Star plan today and start saving!

Attend a sales meeting or call for an appointment to learn more
about our Medicare plans. A sales person will be present with
information and applications at the locations and dates below:

Country Inn
630 S. Water St., Platteville
May 9 at 11 AM

Best Western Plus
3100 Dodge St., Dubuque
May 15 at 6:30 PM

Johnson Public Library
131 E. Catherine St., Darlington
May 19 at 11 AM

Sleep Inn & Suites
1600 S. Madison St., Lancaster
May 25 at 11 AM

QUESTIONS? Call 833-677-1048
TTY 800-735-2942 | www.mahealthplans.com
1605 Associates Drive, Dubuque | 8 AM—5 PM, Monday—Friday

—-—-—

Associate

Renee Snyder,
Medicare Sales

@MEDICAL
ASSOCIATES

Medicare has awarded our lowa/lllinois/Wisconsin plan with b out of five (5) Stars for 2023. Every year, Medicare
evaluates plans based on a 5-Star system. How does your plan rate? Visit www.medicare.gov to compare plans. You
must continue to pay your Medicare Part B premium. For accommodations of persons with special needs at sales
meetings, call the phone numbers above. Open to all Medicare beneficiaries eligible by age or disability. Medical
Associates Health Plans (MAHP) is a Cost plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in MAHP depends on contract
renewal. YOO45_MAHP 1692_M CMS Accepted 03112023



Is your broker leaving
town? Let's talk.

Tyler Dornink
Financial Advisor
170 N. Washington St

Lancaster, WI 53813
608-723-2133

MKT-5894L-A-A1 AECSPAD

. Fennimore EMS to |

- | Department Facebook

" the people involved.

OFFERING:

| z Personal Hair Care for Men &Women
ﬁ Waxing Services « Ear Piercing STYL'ST STY“ST

Gift Certificates « Gift Ideas

Open: Monday-Friday by Appointment
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Volunteers converged |
on Bagley April 23, [
including members |
of the Hazel Green
Fire, Lancaster EMS,

help make and deploy
sandbags for the |&
community. Images like |ji
these onthe Bagley Fire |

page show a bunch of

Here for you, close to home

and work. Call Lori today! Lori Barry, CRPC®

e Retirement Plans Financial Consultant
e IRAS 608.960.7757

* |[nvestments

e Life Insurance
e Stocks & Bonds
e Annuities

e Mutual Funds

THE INVESTMENT CENTER AT
CoMmMmUNITY FIRST BANK

o>
>

Securities and advisory services are offered through LPL Financial (LPL), a registered investment advisor and
broker/dealer (member FINRA/SIPC). Insurance products are offered through LPL or its licensed affiliates.
Community First Bank and The Investment Center at Community First Bank are not registered as a broker/dealer
or investment advisor. Registered representatives of LPL offer products and services using the name The
Investment Center at Community First Bank, and may also be employees of Community First Bank. These products
and services are being offered through LPL or its affiliates, which are separate entities from and not affiliates of
Community First Bank or The Investment Center at Community First Bank. Securities and insurance offered
through LPL or its affiliates are:

NOT INSURED BY FDIC OR ANY OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCY | NOT BANK GUARANTEED
NOT BANK DEPOSITS OR OBLIGATIONS | MAY LOSE VALUE

Gift Certificates
Products ¢ Fashion

Services
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STYLIST STYLIST & BARBER
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' : Closed Tuesdays Hair & NO”{ Care §ervices * Tanning The team does very trendy styles and color treatments,
!;" Women'’s Fashions & Products and can make any aged guest look fabulous!
> YOUR STYLIST:
N e Stylists: Danielle, Kimberly, — w3
B Brenda Ertz r £ - \ Nikki, Siena @‘MCKQ)’ g
Brenda S BeOU-l- BOr : ; APPOINTMENT 608.723.4690
Y 126 N. JEFFERSON ST. | LANCASTER | 723-7432 Hair Studio 150 E. CHERRY ST.
477 CANAL ST. BLOOMINGTON, WI | 608.994.3300 WWW.SALONVISION.COM/HEADZUP Lt LANCASTER, WI

N
MAKE MOM LOOK..FEEL...BE UNIQUE. _

Tty Chie €

SALON

15% OFF

~ ThettairDoctors

f STYLISTS: DAWN | NAN | JILL | DAWN
9514 THREE SPRING RD | LANCASTER, WI | 608.723.6464 =

Al St
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Karen Ploessl, owner/stylist
ALWAYS ACCEPTING NEW CLIENTS
320 UNION ST. BLOOMINGTON | 608-994-3434 ~ %"

”jms.m ‘@QV: &/ £
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GIFT CERTIFICATE
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BARBER *
NAILS -
SPRAY TANNING ’
GIFT =

CERTIFICATES

140 E. WALNUT ST. | LANCASTER, WI | 608.723.6226 S
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THE HONKAMP FAMILY CONGRATULATES

TERRY VAASSEN

ON HIS RETIREMENT

The leadership group at Honkamp, PC. wish to congratulate
Terry Vaassen, CPA/PFS on his retirement effective April 30, 2023.

We recognize the many positive contributions Terry has made in
southwest Wisconsin in his professional life as both

an accountant and business advisor as well as
contributing his time and resources to

many charitable causes.

We wish Terry and his family
the very best.

HONKAMP

\ ‘ A CPA & BUSINESS ADVISORY GROUP

One Insight Drive, Platteville ¢ 608.348.2611 ¢ www.honkamp.com

There were many easy points of reference to show how high
the water was this past weekend. Jon Reiten sent us the
1 2A image of the way into Potosi Point which was only navigable

by watercraft. Courier Press Editor Melissa Collum shows the
ﬁx@m,t very high water impacting Prairie du Chien’s St. Feriole Island,
which was completely underwater. CTH C was underwater in

THURSDAY, MAY 4, 2023 several places, and closed to traffic. The Wyalusing Bud Biefer
Boat Landing and beach were also completely underwater
at the Mississippi’s crest, as was Rlverside Park in Cassville.

X Southwest Wisconsin
TECHNICAL COLLEGE PRIZE

FOR COMMUNITY
COLLEGE EXCELLENCE
Qaspen institute

FINALIST

2023

EALTHCARE
EEDS » YOU!

BECOME A CERTIFIED
NURSING ASSISTANT

Healthcare careers are in high demand and play a vital role in today's society. |f you are a good
communicator, compassionate, and interested in caring for people, becoming a nursing assistant is
a rewarding career choice for you! Classes are held on campus with valuable clinical experience
gained at a long-term care facility.

Eight-Week Course
» STARTS JUNE 5

For more information and to apply, visit us
online at:

» CHOICE OF 4 SECTIONS

» www.swtc.edu/gocna
FOR LAB DATES

», » RPO () ) A D odatio b(8.8 b DD 608.8 |




