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Haunted US paranormal investigator Brandon Rugzie moves throughout the Lincoln-Tallman House museum as he sets up sound and video

equipment before an investigation on Saturday evening.

Haunted hunting

Team investigates unexplained sights,
sounds at Lincoln-Tallman House

KYLIE BALK-YAATENEN
kbalkyaatenen@gazettextra.com

website hauntedus.com and leader of
the HauntedUS ghost hunting team.
The website shares the ghost stories
and history of the buildings the team
travels around the United States to
investigate.

Rugzie, accompanied by alocal
writer and a team of ghost hunters, vis-
ited the Lincoln-Tallman House, 440 N

JANESVILLE — Janesville’s Lin-
coln-Tallman House was the home of a
prominent family in the 1850s, whom a
team of ghost hunters who visited Sat-
urday speculate may have never left.

HauntedUS team members at the
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house on Saturdayreported hearing
piano music, saw shadows peeking
over ledges and heard footsteps going
up and down stairs.

Brandon Rugzie is the founder of the

Jackson St., in Janesville, on Saturday
to see how much more it might con-
tain, beyond historical artifacts and its
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ParanormalinvestigatorswiththegroupHaunted US
spent Saturday evening investigating the Lincoln-
TallmanHouse museum.Thehistorichomewasorigi-
nallytheresidence of theWilliamTallman family from
1857-1915. 1t has operated as a museum since 1951.
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Interstate pileup involved 85 vehicles, no fatalities

KYLIE BALK-YAATENEN
AND NEIL JOHNSON
kbalkyaatenen@gazettextra.com,
njohnson@gazettextra.com

85 vehicles and left nearly two
dozen people injured, the Wis-
consin State Patrol said.

There were no fatali-
tiesin the pileup, which
stretched over several miles
and involved a mix of cars,
trucks and semi-trailersin
near-whiteout conditions,

beginning at about 12:30 p.m.
Friday near the Avalon Road
interchange.

Sgt. Randy Gordon of the
Wisconsin State Patrol said in
aninterview with The Gazette
on Sunday that a total of 21
people were injured. That’s
inline with 22 patients that a

JANESVILLE — A pileup on
asnowy Interstate 90/39 on
Janesville’s south side Friday
afternoon involved a total of

spokeswoman at Mercyhealth
Hospital and Trauma Center
inJanesville told the Gazette
ithad received from the crash
scene as of about 4:30 p.m. Fri-
day. The extent of those inju-

ries was not immediately clear.

Other mediareports indi-
cated that some people

involved in the pileup may
have been taken to Beloit
Memorial Hospital, which The
Gazette was unable to con-
firm.

A spokesperson at SSM
Health St. Mary’s Hospital in
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Janesville said Saturday
ithasalsoreceived some
patients, but she could
notimmediately confirm
how many. She said none
were critical cases.

Both the north and
southbound lanes of the
interstate past Janesville
were closed for about 10
hours, finally opening
backup late Friday night,
Gordon said Sunday.

Local emergency
agencies thatresponded
in avariety of capaci-
tiesincluded the State
Patrol; Rock County
Sheriff’s Office; Janes-
ville and Beloit police
departments; Janesville,
Beloit, town of Beloit,
town of Turtle, Milton,
Footville, Evansville,
Clinton, Orfordville, and
Edgerton fire and EMS
departments; Rockton,
Ilinois EMS; the Rock
County Medical Examin-
er’s Office; and the Rock
County Highway Depart-
ment.

In arelease, the State
Patrol said asevere
weather event with
reduced visibility due
to blowing snow is
believed to be the cause
of the initial collision,
thatbecame a massive
chain-reaction accident.

The cause remains
under investigation, the
State Patrol said, with
more information to
potentially be released
later this week.

Motorists were urged
by the Wisconsin State
Patrol to avoid Interstate
90/39 between Janes-
ville and Beloit Friday
afternoon as emergency
crews responded.

ARock County911
Communications Center
supervisor said at about
1:30 p.m. that the Wis-
consin State Patrol was
shutting down all lanes
on 1-90/39 in both direc-
tions and diverting traf-
ficas crews responded
toascene thatinvolved
atleast one semitrailer
truck on fire.

Jesus Lopez of Elgin,
Mlinois, found himself
caught up in the wrecks
while heading south on
Interstate 90/39.

Heading back from Jef-
ferson County to Elgin
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Individuals carry their belongings away as emergency crews respond to a multivehicle crash in both the north and south lanes of Interstate 90/39 just

north of the East Creek Road overpass on Friday afternoon.
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Friday afternoon.

with two SUVsloaded
onatrailer hitched to

his Dodge Ram pickup
truck, Lopez suddenly
found his pickup rac-

ing toward a wall of jack-
knifed semitrailer trucks
onboth sides of the high-
way.

Lopezsaid he
slammed on his brakes
and had to veer off the
road and down a hillside
bordered by a fence to
avoid slamminginto the
pileup that was growing
before his eyes.

His truck took outa
snow fence, but other-
wise was undamaged,
although he said he

‘Kerri had showings

scheduled within fifteen

minutes of listing our
home!’

“And a great offer within 4 days! Kerri
was a pleasure to work with. She made

listing, showing, and selling our house
extremely simple. Kerri made the sale
process a breeze, and | would 100%

recommend her to anyone wishing to
sell their home.”

Jes R., Janesville

See all Kerri’s client reviews at

www.Zillow.com/profile/kerri-walker7
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ramped “three or four
feet”into theairas he
veered off the highway.

Emergency crews
worked to evacuate peo-
ple and then to tow away
mangled semitrailer
trucks and vehicles that
had crashed, and in some
cases had careened off
theroad and down over-
pass hillsides. Tanker
trucks were called to the
scene, and UTVs were
beingbroughtin to reach
crash victims.

A citybus was sent as
awarming vehicle for
those involved, who were
able to walk away from
the crash scene.

Emergencyradio dis-
patchesindicated at
about 1:30 p.m. that
“walking wounded” were
making their way along
the side of the snowy
highway on the north-
bound and southbound
lanes near Avalon Road.

Emergencyradio traf-
ficindicated efforts
were underway to extri-
cate multiple seriously
injured people from

vehicles. Emergency
responders said over
radio dispatches they
were evacuating mul-
tiple people with “yel-
low-level,” or “moderate
to serious” injuries.

Gazettereporters at
the scene observed mul-
tiple vehicles wedged
underneath jack-knifed
semitrailers. Report-
ers also observed people
walking through adja-
cent fields away from
the crash site, while oth-
ers with minor damage
to vehicles were able to
drive away and take side-
road detours.

Lopez, who stood in
the embankment near
where he crashed, smil-
ing and uninjured late
Friday afternoon, was
one of many people who
likely still had hours to
wait for a towing crew
to remove their vehi-
cles. He said the SUVs he
was hauling were intact
despite his off-road expe-
rience.

“It’'s something that
youkind of see on the
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Emergency crews respond to a multivehicle crash in both the north and south lanes of Interstate 90/39 just north of the East Creek Road overpass on

news in other states, so
youdon't thinkit’s going
to happen (here), we're
Midwestern, you know?”
he said.

Lopez pointed to his
truck and said he consid-
ered himselflucky.

“It could have been
way worse. All this stuff
ismaterial stuff. God is
big, and he was here for
sure”

Lopez said the
chain-reaction started
just south of where his
truck ended up.

A Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Transporta-
tion traffic camera at
1-90/39 south of Wood-
man Road showed at
2 p.m. traffic lanes filled
with emergency vehicles,
semis and other vehicles
involved in the crash.

A Gazettereporter
onthe scene at about
2:45p.m.,at alocal road
that goesunder the
interstate, East LT Town-
line Road, saw multi-
ple ambulances leav-
ingthe scene appearing
to be transporting crash

victims to area hospi-
tals. On the interstate,
meanwhile, multiple
cars and trucks were still
in the ditch and multiple
semis appeared to have
crashed into each other
and into other vehicles, a
reporter observed.
Atabout 3:30 p.m.,
areporter counted at
least 10 tow trucks work-
ing to remove wrecked
vehicles over about a
quarter-mile stretch
oftheinterstate north
of Philhower Road and
south of East LT Town-
line Road. Meanwhile,
over about a 50-yard
stretch on the interstate,
areporter counted 21
wrecked vehicles, includ-
ing multiple jack-knifed
and otherwise wrecked
semi-trailers, and some
vehicles wedged under-
neath semi-trailers.
Some vehicles had slid
down a snowy embank-
ment, crashing through
asnow fence and into an
adjacent field.



