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FOOTBALL

Cheesemakers run for 
school record 540 yards 
in 53-15 stomping

By Adam Krebs
editor@themonroetimes.com

MONROE — The Cheesemakers 
set out to not just score a win in 
Week 5 against Jefferson, they want-
ed to open things up for senior run-
ning back Keatin Sweeney. An all-
state rusher a year ago, Sweeney had 
been kept away from big games 
through the first four weeks of this 
season. 

“From week to week, teams have 
had philosophies on how to defend 
us,” Monroe coach Toby 
Golembiewski said after his team’s 
53-15 thumping of the Eagles Sept. 
16. “You can stop some of the things 
some of the time, but you can’t stop 
all of the things all of the time. Some 
weeks it’s going to be a fullback 
game, and some weeks it’s going to 
be a halfback game.”

In the first four weeks of the year, 
Monroe has used three different 
backs on the right side, a mix of 
injuries and splitting time for two-
way players. Sweeney, the left side 
back and in his third year starting on 
varsity, has helped seal the edge for 
those three backs: Ben Gatdula, 
Kaden Kuester and Tucker Markham. 
That blocking help hasn’t always 
been returned, and this past week in 
practice, Golembiewski made sure 
the team understood their assign-
ments, which would allow a big 
game from Sweeney.

The entire team responded and 
rallied around their speedy back, 
who finished the contest with 202 
yards and four touchdowns on just 
12 carries. 

“Gatdula was our guy in two-a-
days. Tucker and Kuester hadn’t 
gotten nearly as many reps. Knowing 
that those guys were going to get 
their blocks down, it was time for 
Keatin to feast. He had been putting 
those guys on his back the last cou-
ple of games,” Golembiewski said. 
In the three games since Gatdula’s 
Week 2 injury, Kuester and Markham 
combined for 387 yards and nine 
TDs. Sweeney meanwhile had 156 
yards. “I’m glad that worked out for 
him.” 

In fact, overall it was record-set-
ting for the Cheesemakers, which 

ran for what is believed to 
be a program-high 540 
yards total, averaging 
about 15 yards per carry. 
The state record for a sin-

gle game is 737, set by Ozaukee in 
2011. In fact, the Cheesemakers ran 
for 194 yards and three touchdowns 
on their first six carries. 

A season ago, Jefferson focused 
on a heavy running offense, which 
took them as far as Level 3 of the 
playoffs, only for Monroe to knock 
them out of the tournament. The 
Eagles then graduated the bulk of 
their roster, and a new coaching staff 
came in, opting to change the offen-
sive direction to a more spread-out 
passing scheme, which has taken 
time to click.

In this meeting, Monroe wasted 
no time getting to the point. 
Jefferson’s opening kick return went 
to just the 16-yard-line, and three-
straight incompletions led to a punt. 
On his first carry of the game, 

Sweeney followed his blockers to 
the edge and darted 48 yards up the 
field for a first down. He had a 
3-yard run on the next play, and then 
on second down, fullback Alex 
Hernandez went untouched up the 
middle for a 21-yard score, with just 
1:39 gone from the clock.

On Jefferson’s next drive, Charlie 
Wiegel had a big sack, and the 
Eagles punted again after another 
3-and-out. Monroe took over at its 
own 49, and Sweeney ran untouched 
for a 51-yard score on the first snap, 
putting the Cheesemakers ahead 
14-0 at the 8:20 mark.

The Eagles then picked up two 
first downs on their next drive, but 
Monroe still ended up forcing anoth-
er punt. Monroe’s first play? Kaden 
Kuester to the left side for 55 yards. 

The second play? Sweeney touch-
down from 17 yards out — 21-0.

“Everyone knew that I was over-
due for a big game, and the line 
knew it was my time. Like always, it 
was wide open. I wasn’t getting 
touched on a couple of those plays. 
They blocked great. It was all 
because of them,” Sweeney said. 

The ensuing kickoff was shanked, 
however the Jefferson up-man mis-
played the ball, and Monroe recov-
ered the inadvertent onside kick at 
the Jefferson 33. Three plays later, 
Hernandez scored on a 25-yard run, 
making it 28-0 with 1:23 left in the 
opening quarter.

The Eagles finally found success 
on their fourth possession, as Drew 

MHS leaves Eagles in a Cheese daze

FOOTBALL

By Adam Krebs
editor@themonroetimes.com

ORFORDVILLE — In a matchup of 
programs going in two different direc-
tions, the fourth-ranked Darlington 
Redbirds cruised to a quick, methodical 
victory over the rebuilding Parkview-
Albany Vikings in Week 5, winning by a 
rare blowout mark of 87-0. 

Darlington scored three touchdowns 
in the first quarter, and tacked on seven 
more in the second to go ahead 73-0 at 
halftime.

Eight different Redbirds had rushing 
touchdowns. Cadyn Burbach completed 
two passes — both first-quarter touch-
downs — for 77 yards. Will Murray had 
a 59-yard TD catch, and Carver 
Fitzsimons added one from 11 yards out. 
Breylin Goebel also had a 16-yard TD 
run in the first.

Talan Crist had two TD runs in the 
second quarter, while Tye Crist, Ross 
Crist, Connor Larson and Maddox 
Goebel all had a TD run. Taggart Gille 
had a TD run in the third and Isaac Christ 
added a 37-yard score in the fourth.

Redbirds 
throttle 
Vikings; 
Cards stay 
unbeaten

FOOTBALL

By Thomas Gunnell
Darlington Republican Journal

CUBA CITY — The 
Homecoming celebration started 
off early for Black Hawk/Warren 
on Saturday afternoon.

The Division 7 #5-ranked 
Warriors ripped off long touch-
downs runs on their first three 
possessions to rush out to a 24-0 
lead, and then put on the cruise 
control from there en route to a 
32-12 victory over the 
Southwestern/East Dubuque 
WarBirds in their Six Rivers 
Conference opener at Murphy 
Field on Sept. 17.

“I told the boys after the game, 
‘Happy, but not satisfied’, and then 
I explained that I was happy with 
the result, but not satisfied with the 
way we played. We played very 
well at times, but we were not con-
sistent with our play, especially 
late in the game,” said Warriors’ 
head coach Desie Breadon.

The Warriors (4-1 overall, 1-0 
SRC) started their first drive from 
their own 2-yard line but quickly 
made their way up the field, cover-
ing the 98 yards in just seven plays 
to pull in front to stay. Senior quar-
terback Reed McNutt capped the 
drive with a 42-yard scamper and 
senior Lucas Milz added the two-
point conversion to make it 8-0 
with 7:17 left in the opening quar-
ter.

Senior Landen Mahoney broke 
loose for a 54-yard scoring jaunt 
with just under three minutes 
remaining in the opening quarter, 
while Milz reeled off a 30-yard TD 

run on the opening play of the sec-
ond quarter to put the Warriors 
ahead 24-0. Mahoney added a two-
run following his score, and 
McNutt completed a conversion 
pass to senior Seth Dunlavey after 
Milz’s run.

After rolling up 234 yards on 
their first three drives— all on the 
ground except for two 15-yard 
penalties on the WarCats, the 
Warriors were held to 137 yards on 
their final seven possessions, 
including 93 total yards on five 
second-half drives as SWED sold 
out to stop the run and also kept 
their passing in check.

“(They are) a good team and 
well coached. We knew it was 
going to be a traditional smash-
mouth football type of game, 
which is what we like,” Breadon 
stated.

The WarCats (3-2, 0-1) put 
together just two sustained drives 
on offense all day— one in each 
half— and capped each one with a 
touchdown pass from senior QB 
Parker Shireman. Junior Wyatt 
Kruser hauled in a 30-yard scoring 
strike from Shireman with 7:35 to 
go in the first half to put the guests 
on the scoreboard, and sophomore 
Brody Culbertson gathered in a 
19-yard TD catch between a pair of 
Warrior defenders with 9:15 
remaining to close the scoring in 
the game.

The WarCats gained 119 of their 
158 total yards on those two scor-
ing drives, but were held without a 
first down on six of their other 
eight possessions. 

The lone score for the Warriors 

in the second half came two plays 
after freshman Jeremiah Collins 
recovered a fumble to the WarCats’ 
24. Dunlavey had a 23-yard catch 
to get the hosts down to the 1, and 
McNutt punched it in from there to 
put the Warriors up 32-6 with 2:16 
to go in the third quarter.

“Overall, we played pretty well 
on defense and played good on 
offense in the first half,” comment-
ed Breadon. “We have the meat of 
our schedule the next couple of 
weeks, so there is no time for let 
down.  We need to keep improving 
daily and not take any steps back.”

Mahoney led a balanced rushing 
attack with 130 yards and a score 
of 18 carries. Milz chipped in with 
114 yards on 16 carries with a TD, 

and McNutt ran nine times for 90 
yards and two scores while also 
completing 4-of-8 passes for 41 
yards.

Shireman connected on 7-of-16 
passing attempts for 82 yards and 
two scores. Culbertson led the 
WarCats with two catches for 44 
yards and a TD, and Kruser added 
one catch for 30 yards and a TD.

The guests finished with 76 
rushing yards with sophomore 
Evan Mead toting the ball 16 times 
for 56 yards to lead the way. 

The Warriors travel to Patch 
Grove on Friday, Sept. 23, to take 
on the unbeaten and D7 #10-ranked 
River Ridge Timberwolves (5-0, 
1-0) in a Six Rivers clash. Kickoff 
is set for 7 p.m.

Warriors top SW/ED, await showdown with RR

See DAZE, Page A6

See FOOTBALL, Page A6

Times photos: Adam Krebs
Monroe’s Jordan Klocke (52) and James Seagreaves stretch out to block a pass thrown by Jefferson’s Gareth Whitstone (12). The 
Cheesemakers held Whitstone to just 7 of 23 passing for 88 yards, and interception and a lost fumble. The 53-15 win came on the first home 
game on Cheese Days weekend since 2008 for Monroe.

LEFT: Monroe’s Evan Rosenstiel (6) and Nathaniel Baker (76) celebrate Rosenstiel’s 3-yard TD run in the third quarter. CENTER: Monroe’s Keatin Sweeney follows a pancake block by 
teammate Isaac Bunker in the second quarter. Sweeney had over 200 yards rushing and four touchdowns to lead Monroe. RIGHT: Kaden Kuester and Charlie Wiegel lead block for 
fullback Alex Hernandez on his 21-yard TD run moments into the first quarter.

RJ Photo: Thomas Gunnell
Wil Stietz (66), Jeremiah Collins (23) and Drew Stietz (53) bring 
down a Southwestern-East Dubuque ball carrier.
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PREP SPORTS

STEVENS POINT — The Wisconsin 
Interscholastic Athletic Association 
Board of Control voted to support an 
Executive Staff recommendation to 
relocate the State Boys and Girls 
Hockey Tournaments to Bob Suter’s 
Capitol Ice Arena in Middleton, and 
approved a limited number of action 
items on its Sept. 16 meeting agenda.

“We are excited about the opportuni-
ty to host the upcoming WIAA Boys 
and Girls State Hockey Championships 
at Bob Suter’s Capitol Ice Arena,” 
WIAA Assistant Director LeVar 
Ridgeway said. “With the move, we 
look forward to creating a great State 
championship atmosphere for our stu-
dent-athletes, coaches and fans in a 
hockey centric facility.”

The WIAA and Bob Suter’s Capitol 
Ice Arena agreed to a two-year term, 
effective for the State Tournaments 
scheduled Thursday-Saturday, March 
2-4, 2023. Built in 1999, the venue 
received a multi-million dollar renova-
tion in 2018 that added significant 
amenities and upgrades. The facility is 
equipped with two full sheets of ice 
with seating for 2,611 spectators, a 
state-of-the-art sound system, score-
board and a high-definition video 
board. 

The arena also has a media broad-
casting booth, eight public locker 
rooms, six public bathrooms, and one 
family restroom. It is the current home 
for the USHL Madison Capitols and 
Madison Capitols AAA hockey.

“We are thrilled to be hosting the 

WIAA State Tournaments for the next 
two years,” Bob Suter’s Capitol Ice 
Arena President Ryan Suter said.  “We 
are thankful to the WIAA for entrusting 
us with this historic event and believe 
our venue will provide an incredible 
atmosphere for the players and fans. We 
look forward to working with the WIAA 
and the City of Middleton to host this 
event and crown State champions.”

The Boys State Hockey Tournament 
has been held at the Veterans Memorial 
Coliseum at the Alliant Energy Center 
since the inception of the event in 1971, 
with the exceptions of 1974 and 1975, 
and in 2021 during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. The Girls State Hockey 
Tournament has been held in conjunc-
tion with the boys tournament since the 
sport was added in 2002.

“The Wisconsin Hockey Coaches 
Association is excited about this option 
for the WIAA State Hockey 
Tournaments,” President Brian Brandt 
said. “The WIAA and WHCA have 
worked collaboratively to give the best 
experience for our athletes and show-
case their talents in an exciting environ-
ment.”

This season’s Boys and Girls State 
Hockey Tournaments are scheduled for 
Thursday-Saturday, March 2-4. The 
State Tournaments competition time 
scheduled will be slightly altered to 
accommodate the change in venue.

The Board reviewed and approved a 
non-football fast track conference 
realignment request moving Catholic 
Central to the Midwest Classic 

Conference beginning in the 2023-24 
school year.

Other action items approved by the 
Board include updates to the Executive 
Staff Handbook, new appointments to 
the Conference Realignment Task 
Force and an endorsement of a sports-re-
lated injury surveillance study funded 
by the National Federation of State 
High School Associations. 

Following a presentation by 
Co-Founder Jody Redman of InSide 
Out Initiative, the Board supported a 
three-year partnership with the Green 
Bay Packers for the InSide Out 
Wisconsin Initiative. The program is 
intended to connect NFL teams with 
educational and athletic leadership 
associations to inspire and equip school 
leaders and communities to transform 
lives through purpose-based sports. The 
launch of the program is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Jan. 1O, 2023, at Lambeau 
Field.

Among the reports presented by the 
Executive Staff to the Board were a 
review of the ongoing officials recruit-
ment and retainment efforts, recent 
Area Meetings, 2022-23 membership 
renewals and preparations for the fall 
Tournament Series.

The Board also received liaison 
reports from Paul Manriquez of the 
Department of Public Instruction, John 
Ashley of the Wisconsin Association of 
School Boards, Shawn Groshek of the 
Wisconsin Athletic Directors 
Association and Andy Engel of the 
Hamilton Consulting Group.

WIAA board approves change in hockey venue

Local Sports 
Schedule

THURSDAY, SEPT. 22
Volleyball: Monroe at 
Edgewood, 7 p.m.; Brodhead 
at Clinton, 6:30 p.m.; 
Monticello at Albany, 7 p.m.; 
Juda at Argyle, 7 p.m.; Black 
Hawk at Barneveld, 7 p.m.
Boys Soccer: Sauk Prairie at 
Monroe, 7 p.m.; Sugar River 
at Lake Mills, 6:45 p.m.
Cross Country: Brodhead-Juda 
at Big Foot Invitational, 4:30 
p.m.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 23
Football: Monroe at Delavan-
Darien, 7 p.m.; New Glarus-
Monticello at Lake Mills, 7 
p.m.; Mineral Point at 
Darlington, 7 p.m.; Parkview-
Albany at Cuba City, 7 p.m.; 
River Ridge at Black Hawk-
Warren, 7 p.m.
Girls Tennis: Monroe at 
Badger Conference 
Tournament, Nielsen Tennis 
Stadium, Madison, 9 a.m.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 24
Football: Dodgeville at 
Brodhead-Juda, 1 p.m.; Potosi-
Cassville at Pecatonica-Argyle, 
2 p.m.
Volleyball: Monroe at 
Wisconsin Heights Invitational, 
8 a.m.; Argyle at Benton 
Tournament, 8 a.m.
Cross Country: Monroe at 
Janesville Invitational, 9 a.m.; 
New Glarus-Monticello, Albany, 
Darlington, Pecatonica-Argyle 
at Fennimore Invitational, 8:30 
a.m.
Boys Soccer: Milton at Sugar 
River, 12:45 p.m.

MONDAY, SEPT. 26
Volleyball: Riverdale at 
Darlington, 7:15 p.m.; 
Pecatonica at Monticello, 7 
p.m.; Albany at Juda, 7 p.m.; 
Argyle at Black Hawk, 7 p.m.; 
East Troy at Brodhead, 6:30 
p.m.

TUESDAY, SEPT. 27
Volleyball: Mineral Point at 
Darlington, 7:15 p.m.; New 
Glarus at Waterloo, 6:45 p.m.
Boys Soccer: Sugar River at 
Platteville, 5 p.m.; Stoughton 
at Monroe, 7 p.m.
Swimming: Monroe-New 
Glarus at Portage, 6 p.m.
Cross Country: Brodhead-Juda 
at Jefferson Invitational, 4:15 
p.m.

VOLLEYBALL

Kammerer named 
tourney MVP

By Adam Krebs
editor@ 

themonroetimes.com

EDGERTON — Brodhead 
senior Alexis Kammerer was 
named the Taylor Invitational 
Most Valuable Player after 
leading her team to a tourna-
ment title at Edgerton High 
School on Sept. 17. Senior 
teammate Abbie Dix also 
earned all-tournament hon-
ors.

Brodhead defeated 
Edgerton (25-12, 25-20), 
Cuba City (25-20, 25-21), 
Altoona (23-25, 25-23, 
15-9), Clinton (25-12, 
25-11), Deerfield (25-8, 
25-11) and Janesville Craig 

(25-15, 25-13). Altoona fin-
ished second, and Edgerton 
was third.

Kammerer finished the 
tournament with nine aces, 
124 assists, 10 kills and 33 
digs. Dix had 55 kills, five 
aces, six blocks and 30 digs. 
Kirsten Fish had 43 kills, 
Addison Yates chipped in 
with 20 kills, Mckenna 
Young tallied 19 kills, nine 
aces and 34 digs. Kaidynce 
Bevars added seven aces and 
38 digs. 

Two days before, 
Brodhead defeated Jefferson 
in straight sets, 25-7, 25-14, 
25-12. Kammerer had 21 
assists and 10 aces. Fish had 
11 kills and five aces. 

REEDSBURG 3, 
MONROE 0

REEDSBURG — The 

Beavers upended the 
Cheesemakers in straight 
sets Sept. 15, 25-12, 25-20, 
25-10.

Host Reedsburg was 
almost all-or-nothing from 
the service line, putting just 
83.6% of serves into play. 
However, 14 dropped for 
aced. On the other side, 
Monroe had an 86.4 service 
percentage, but just two aces. 
The Cheesemakers had a 
total of 57 errors to 31 by the 
Beavers.

Addison Bartholf had 
eight digs and nine assists for 
Monroe. Courtney Hartwig 
led the team with six kills. 

MONTICELLO 3, BLACK 
HAWK 0

SOUTH WAYNE — The 
defending Six Rivers East 
champion continued its win-

ning ways this season, 
knocking off conference 
rival Black Hawk 25-23, 
25-19, 25-21 on Sept. 15. 

Raylin Peterson had six 
kills and nine digs for Black 
Hawk, while teammate Tara 
Wellnitz had six kills and 
two blocks. Ellie Edler 
dished out 17 assists, and 
Allyse Troemel had three 
aces. 

WATERLOO 3, 
BELLEVILLE 0

BELLEVILLE — The 
Pirates rolled to a 25-10, 
25-14, 25-9 victory over the 
Wildcats Sept. 15. 

Addy Edge had eight 
assists and two blocks to lead 
Belleville. Four Wildcats had 
two kills. Belleville drops to 
1-8 on the season, and 0-4 in 
the Capitol South.

Brodhead wins Edgerton Invite
SOCCER

By Adam Krebs
editor@ 

themonroetimes.com

BELLEVILLE — The 
Sugar River Raiders won a 
pair of nonconference games 
last week. First, the Raiders 
knocked off River Valley 2-1 
on the road on Sept. 15, then 
pitched a shutout of Mount 
Horeb at home on Sept. 17, 
winning 3-0.

Against River Valley, Aiden 
Hatleberg and Eli Leonard 
scored in the first half. Tikeh 

Tazeh and Reid Nolden had 
assists. Clayton Streiff fin-
ished with eight assists.

Against Mount Horeb, 
Hatleberg scored twice in the 
first half, and Jack Leonard 
added a third goal. Brady 
Mousseu had an assist.

Streiff had five saves for the 
Raiders, ranked seventh in 
Division 3 in the most recent 
Wisconsin Coaches 
Association poll.

In other area soccer action, 
Fort Atkinson blanked Monroe 
3-0 on Sept. 16.

Raiders blank Vikings, 
tip River Valley

Darlington had 377 yards on 
31 carries, and 447 yards on 33 
total plays of offense. The 
Redbirds forced one fumble 
and an interception. 

In Week 5, Darlington (4-1, 
3-0 SWAL) hosts Mineral 
Point (2-3, 2-1). Meanwhile, 
Parkview-Albany (0-5, 0-3) 
will try to find better luck 
against another winless team, 
Cuba City (0-5, 0-3).

LAKESIDE LUTHERAN 52, 
NEW GLARUS 21

NEW GLARUS — After a 
scoreless first quarter, Lakeside 
Lutheran broke free for 17 
points in the second, including 
hitting a 25-yard field goal 
with three seconds left before 
halftime of their Week 5 game 
Sept. 16. 

In the third, New Glarus-
Monticello was outscored 
28-8, putting on the running 
clock with 1:01 left in the 
frame. Max Marty hit AC Strok 
for an 85-yard TD pass at the 
5:56 mark for the Knights’ first 
score. Marty ran forward for a 
1-yard score at the 8:52 mark 
of the fourth quarter to turn off 
the running clock, making it 
45-15. LL scored again with 
5:16 left. Four minutes later, 
Matt Roth hit Andrew 

Sarbacker for a 12-yard TD.
Jackson Eyler led the 

Knights with 41 rushing yards. 
Marty was 22 of 34 passing for 
328 yards. Strok had four 
catches for 99 yards. Ethan 
Friedrich finished with 121 
yards on 11 grabs, while Cade 
Thayer hauled in four passes 
for 94 yards.

The Knights are 0-5 on the 
season and 0-3 in the Capitol. 
They will have to win out to 
guarantee a spot in the postsea-
son. In Week 6, New Glarus-
Monticello travels to Lake 
Mills (3-2, 1-2).

RIVER RIDGE 47, 
PECATONICA-ARGYLE 7

PATCH GROVE — The 
Vikings fell behind 21-0 after 
the first quarter and 41-0 by 
halftime of their Six Rivers 
game Sept. 16 in Week 5.

The Wildcats had over 350 
yards of offense, including 264 
on the ground on 33 total car-
ries. Nine players ran the ball. 

The loss guarantees 
Pecatonica-Argyle to finish 
below .500 on the regular sea-
son. Next week the Vikings 
host Potosi-Cassville on 
Saturday, Sept. 24. 

Also in Week 5, Brodhead-
Juda (5-0, 3-0 SWC) defeated 
River Valley (0-5, 0-3) 41-0. 
The Cardinals host Dodgeville 
(3-2, 1-2) on Saturday, Sept. 24 
at 1 p.m.

Football
From Page A5

Rock Valley
 Conf.  Total
 W L W L
Monroe 3 0 5 0
Delavan-Darien 2 1 2 3
Edgerton 2 1 2 3
Evansville 2 1 2 3
McFarland 2 1 2 3
Jefferson 1 2 1 4
East Troy 0 3 1 4
Whitewater 0 3 0 5

Capitol
 Conf.  Total
 W L W L
Columbus 3 0 5 0
Lodi 3 0 5 0
Edgewood 2 1 4 1
Lakeside Luth. 2 1 4 1
Beloit Turner 1 2 3 2
Lake Mills 1 2 3 2
Big Foot 0 3 1 4
NG-Monticello 0 3 0 5

Six Rivers
 Conf.  Total
 W L W L
River Ridge 3 0 5 0
BH-Warren 2 1 4 1
Potosi-Cassville 2 1 4 1
BSSM 2 1 3 2
SW/ED 1 2 3 2
Pec-Argyle 0 3 0 5

SWAL
 Conf.  Total
 W L W L
Belleville 3 0 5 0
Darlington 3 0 4 1
Mineral Point 2 1 2 3
Fennimore 0 3 1 4
Cuba City 0 3 0 5
Park-Albany 0 3 0 5

SWC
 Conf.  Total
 W L W L
Brodhead-Juda 3 0 5 0
Prairie du Chien 3 0 3 2
Lancaster 2 1 4 1
Dodgeville 1 2 3 2
Platteville 1 2 2 3
Rich. Center 0 3 1 4
River Valley 0 3 0 5

Note: Standings and statistics 
are compiled by the Monroe 

Times sports department based 
on information submitted by 

area coaches.

Local prep sports standings 
as of Sept. 19, 2022.

PREP FOOTBALL 
STANDINGS

Peterson darted 65 yards on 
the second play for a TD. It 
was the first point allowed in 
nine quarters — actually, 
just 19 seconds shy of being 
10-straight quarters.

Three plays into Monroe’s 
next drive, on the first play 
of the second quarter, 
Sweeney scored again — 
this time from 52 yards 
away. Gavin Foulker picked 
off an Eagles pass on the 
next possession, but a rarity 
happened for the 
Cheesemakers. The offense 
went backwards for a pos-
session, and for just the sec-
ond time this season Monroe 
punted. The Cheesemakers 
would get the ball back just 2 
½ minutes later at their own 
27. A 7-play drive ended 
with Sweeney scoring for a 
fourth time in the game, 
making it 41-6. Jefferson 
would hit a 39-yard field 
goal to close out the half, 
bringing the score to 41-9.

Monroe had 353 rushing 
yards in the half, with 
Sweeney reaching 197, 
Kuester 85 and Hernandez 
65.

The Cheesemakers also 
got the ball to start the sec-
ond half. The starters stayed 
in for one possession to gain 
the running clock. Hernandez 
gained 37 yards on the first 
play to put him over the cen-
tury mark, and Sweeney had 
another run to put him over 
200. Junior quarterback 
Ethan Rosenstiel, filling in 
for injured starter George 
Brukwicki, capped the drive 
with a 3-yard option keeper. 

Jefferson fumbled away 

the ball on their possession, 
with James Seagreaves 
recovering at the Monroe 25. 
Tucker Markham then fol-
lowed a thunderous pancake 
block by Navy-commit Isaac 
Bunker for a 39-yard gain. 
On the next play, Brady 
Wyss blew past the defense 
for a 43-yard score. 

Wyss had missed the first 
four games with an injury, 
but returned in Week 5, play-
ing mostly defense. The 
score was a pivotal moment 
for him and the team — 
though it was sadly short-
lived. Two plays into 
Jefferson’s next possession, 
and the last play of the third 
quarter, Wyss tackled 
Peterson out of bounds, but 
stayed on the turf, suffering a 
severe lower-leg injury. He 
was taken off the field by 
EMS and is likely to miss the 
remainder of the season.

“I don’t think Brady’s 
coming back. We got three 
quarters out of him. But 
we’ll get him back for next 
year,” Golembiewski said.

The Eagles scored two 
plays later on a pass to the 
outside — a spot normally 
occupied by Brukwicki or 
Wyss. Monroe’s next posses-
sion took off 7 ½ minutes off 
the clock, and ended with the 
Cheesemakers kneeling out 
the possession on four 
straight plays inside the 
Jefferson red zone, leaving 
4:10 on the clock. The final 
clock ran out on Jefferson 
without another score.

Sweeney’s big game near-
ly doubled his season total, 
bringing him up to 441 yards 
on just 49 carries (9.0 yards 
per carry). Hernandez (793, 
9.7 ypc) leads the team in 
rushing, with Kuester (369, 
12.3 ypc) third. Tucker 

Markham (12.4 ypc) and 
Ben Gatdula (12.6), who is 
currently injured, have also 
gained big chunks this sea-
son for the Cheesemakers. 

Monroe currently leads the 
state in rushing with 2,102 
yards — almost 350 ahead of 
second-place Mukwonago 
and an average of 420.4 per 
game. The state record for 
rushing yards in a season was 
set by Owen-Withee in 2007 
at 5,519, averaging more 
than 424 yards per game as a 
Division 6 school. Owen-
Withee is now an 8-player 
football program.

Up next for Monroe is 
Rock Valley newcomer 
Delavan-Darien. Not much 
was known about the former 
Southern Lakes program.

“They had been down for 
a few years, but now they 
have a quarterback who is 
very athletic and can throw it 
around a little bit. But he’s 
also going to run, and he’s 
given some teams some fits. 
We’ll see who we have to 
work with and get prepped 
for him,” Golembiewski 

said. “As long as we put 
points on the board, we’ll be 
fine.”

Delavan-Darien was ham-
mered 55-0 by McFarland in 
Week 5. Monroe blanked 
McFarland 36-0 in Week 3.

“I think we’re doing great. 
We’re staying confident, 
we’re not being cocky. We’re 
just making sure we beat 
teams that we should and 
playing up to our level at all 
times,” Sweeney said. “It’s 
all about keeping that 
high-intensity in practice, 
because we have to be ready 
to play our best on Fridays.”
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The Monroe Pep Band plays during the pregame 
warmups on Sept. 16. Monroe went on to win 53-15 
over Jefferson.

“It’s all about 
keeping that 

high-intensity in 
practice, 

because we have 
to be ready to 

play our best on 
Fridays.”

— Keatin Sweeney, 
Monroe senior


