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Bulldogs’ late run eliminates Thunderbirds
Brett LaBore

OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

With the playoffs un-
derway, it was a brand
new season for Lake-
land boys’ basketball.
They opened up with
New London on the
road in a close game
that came down to the
final few minutes.

New London, the
four-seed, came away
with a 65-57 victory
over the Thunderbirds
in a WIAA Division 2
regional semifinal game.

“I thought all year
long they played really
hard and this was no dif-
ferent. A lot of seniors
don’t want to lose their
last basketball game,
stave off the end as best
they can. They played
courageously, tried to
make plays … diving
for a rebound on the
floor, grabbing re-
bounds,” coach Rich

Fortier said. “A little
more urgent from our
boys on the hustle play
situations.”

The last time these
two teams met, the Bull-
dogs won by a point. It
proved to be a close
game again with the
Thunderbirds taking the
lead after one half.

Lakeland leading
scorer Will Fortier came
out hitting shots. He had
eight of the game’s first
10 points with a bucket
in the paint, a stepback
3-pointer and a triple
that came on an assist
from Evan Wewasson-
Daubon.

Will Fortier also had a
block early against New
London’s leading scorer
Kyle Wisniewski. Wis-
niewski was held to just
four points in the first
half.

Carter Quade made
one of his three 3-

pointer of the night on
an assist from Ryan
Carlson. It was a strong
start for the Thunder-
birds, up 11-4. They
were successful in
breaking the Bulldogs’
press early on.

“I thought we took
the crowd out of it,”
coach Fortier said. “A
good student section,
and they weren’t able to
really get into our heads
cause we kind of con-
trolled the first bit of the
game.”

Jonah Schlueter gave
the Bulldogs their first
triple of the game. Will
Fortier answered with a
3-pointer of his own.
Danny Gahler had the
assist.

Ayden Kanaman ex-
tended possessions for
the Bulldogs. He had an
offensive rebound with

Freshman free throws send 
Lady Thunderbirds to state

Lakeland earns
first state berth 

in 30 years
Brett LaBore

OF THE LAKELAND TIMES

All season long, the Lake-
land girls’ basketball team had
a goal of reaching the state
tournament. Playing the team
that knocked them out last
year, the Thunderbirds
proved it was their year as
they came out with a dra-
matic victory to send them to

state.
First, the Thunderbirds

soundly beat top-seeded New
London 77-46 on Thursday in
Antigo. Then on Saturday in
Medford, the Thunderbirds
beat one-seeded Menomonie
60-59 in a WIAA Division 2
sectional final game to send
the Thunderbirds to state for
the first time in 30 years.
Freshman Ava Evenhouse
sank two clutch free throws
that proved to be the differ-
ence.

“It feels amazing. Our
team’s worked so hard for

this one. I’m so happy for
everyone,” Julianna Ouimette
said.

New London
“I was happy with the way

we attacked right from the
beginning,” coach Melissa
Ouimette said. “I think we set
the tone right away.”

The Thunderbirds domi-
nated the Bulldogs with a
wire-to-wire win at Sheldon
Fieldhouse in Antigo.

Transition points were key
for the Thunderbirds early on.
Julianna Ouimette found Lily
Fortier (13 points) down the
court for the first two points
of the game.

Later on, Fortier made a
layup with the foul to give the
Thunderbirds three more
points.

“For me my thing is it’s ei-
ther shooter or if you can
sprint down the court. Our
team really likes each other,
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Julianna Ouimette drives the ball in the paint during the second half of a WIAA Division 2 sectional
semifinal game against New London Thursday, March 2 at Sheldon Fieldhouse in Antigo. Julianna
Ouimette scored a combined 53 points to lead her team to two victories.
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Ava Evenhouse makes the go-ahead and game-winning free throw
in the second half of a WIAA Division 2 sectional final game vs.
Menomonie Saturday, March 4 at Raider Hall in Medford. Even-
house grabbed an offensive rebound that led to the free throws.
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Danny Gahler scores a basket with the foul during the second half of a WIAA Division
2 regional semifinal game against New London Friday, March 3 at New London High
School. Gahler scored eight points off the bench.See Late. . . page 13
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we’re all connected to each
other,” Fortier said. “It works
out, and hopefully I get a foul.
Normally it works out like
that.”

In addition to the fastbreak,
Saylor Timmerman (17
points) proved to be a force in
the paint. She had four points
early, both baskets assisted by
Kristina Ouimette. Timmer-
man also blocked or affected
many of the Bulldogs’ shots
throughout the night.

“I think we all (played) to-
gether really well tonight on
defense and each of us did
what we did best, and it all
just worked together in the
end,” Bobbi Lee said.

Whenever the Bulldogs
made a little run, the Thunder-
birds had the answer. Kristina
Ouimette (20 points) banked
in a 3-pointer before she made
another triple coming off a
screen.

Julianna Ouimette led all
scorers with 23 points. She
had a triple from the wing in
the first half. Fortier then as-
sisted her on a layup as the

Thunderbirds continued to
share the basketball.

“For us it’s all about being
unselfish. Always give the
person the extra pass, the
extra shot. You don’t want to
be ‘I’m taking it.’ No, you
want to pass it on,” Fortier
said. “We always try to get
everybody on the point scor-
ing, we want everybody to
score.”

New London leading scorer
Lizzie Steingraber had the hot
hand for the Bulldogs as she
tried to keep them in the
game. She had 15 first half
points which included two
triples.

The Bulldogs had a chance
to cut into the lead before the
half. Instead, Fortier scored in
transition once again with the
assist to Julianna Ouimette. It
was at least a four-point
swing as the Thunderbirds led
38-22 at halftime.

“I think it was mainly our
attitudes,” Lee said. “We all
came in and had a positive in-
spirational talk in the locker
room ... we got to keep doing
what we do best and stay
strong and we’ll get through
it.”

Coming out of halftime, the
Thunderbirds kept their foot

on the gas pedal. Timmerman
had five points to open up the
second half including an and-
one basket, making her free

throw.
Cale Quade made passes to

Kristina Ouimette and Tim-
merman that resulted in bas-

kets. 
The Bulldogs went on a lit-

tle 6-0 run thanks to a basket
by Steingraber, a triple by
Jensen Mix and a free throw
from Macy Reybrock to cut
the lead to 11 points.

Lakeland didn’t blink.
Kristina Ouimette and Ava
Evenhouse combined to go on
a 6-0 run themselves to get
Lakeland’s lead back up to 17
points.

The Thunderbirds were 3-0
so far in the postseason, win-
ning by 30-plus points each
game. They were playing
some of their best basketball
all season.

“I think it’s crazy how good
we’ve been playing lately, and
I think it just shows how
much better we’ve gotten and
how much we’ve improved
and the strides that we’ve
taken,” Alyssa Erickson said.
“I think we can make it all the
way, and I think this win
proves it. I think our defense
was really good.”

Steingraber led the Bulldogs
with 21 points on nine field
goals and a free throw. Mix
added nine points while Rey-
brock knocked down a couple
of triples.

and keep ourselves within shouting
distance and a chance to win the
game,” coach Fortier said.

Wiczek made a shot from the post.
Gahler knocked down a free throw
before he grabbed an offensive re-
bound off his own miss for two points.
Will Fortier hit a turnaround jumper
that gave them a one-point advantage.

Wisniewski came right back for
two points that gave the Bulldogs a
lead. Then, Will Fortier made a little
floater to get the lead back again.
Both team’s leading scorers were

scoring at a high level in a competitive
game.

Down by three points with 3:45 left,
Quade knocked down a huge 3-
pointer from the wing to tie the game
at 53-53. Carlson had the assist. 

Will Fortier then gave the Thunder-
birds the outright lead at 55-53. He led
the Thunderbirds with 25 points on
seven baskets, three triples, and a per-
fect 8/8 from the free throw line.

Like he had done all half, Wis-
niewski came up clutch with another
basket. He then made two free
throws in the bonus as the Thunder-
birds turned the ball over late due to
their press.

“We turned the ball over, picked it

up in places we usually don’t pick it up
near the timeline, at the timeline. Their
pressure right around mid-court and
over mid-court definitely hurt us,”
coach Fortier said. “They wait for the
opening and (when the) opening
comes, they sneak in and go down the
door. They took advantage, and that’s
to their credit.”

Trailing again, the Thunderbirds
had a shot to tie or take the lead.
Wiczek missed a 3-pointer before foul-
ing out of the game.

Brett Krause missed the front end
of a one-and-one, but the Bulldogs got
the offensive rebound. Krause got a
second chance, making both of his
free throws.

“They pounded the glass on the in-
side, and we did the best job we could
to keep guys off the o-board. They
were long and they were athletic,”
coach Fortier said.

The Thunderbirds could not get any
of their 3-point jumpers to fall. Wis-
niewski iced the game with four
straight made free throws. He had 26
second half points to give him 30
points in the game. He made 14/16
free throws as he led his team to vic-
tory.

The loss ends the Thunderbirds’ sea-
son at 13-12.

Brett LaBore may be reached at
brett@lakelandtimes.com or
sports@lakelandtimes.com.

Page 14 • March 7, 2023 The Lakeland Times

BRETT LABORE/LAKELAND TIMES

Isabel Johnson cuts down a piece of the net following Lakeland’s
60-59 win over Menomonie in a WIAA Division 2 sectional final
game Saturday, March 4 at Raider Hall in Medford. The win gives
Lakeland their first state apparence since 1993.

BASKETBALL
PREP BOYS’ BASKETBALL

GNC Standings
as of Saturday, March 4

Team GNC Ovr
x-Medford 12-0 22-4
Northland Pines 10-2 20-6
Mosinee 8-4 19-7
Rhinelander 6-6 9-16
Lakeland 4-8 13-12
Antigo 2-10 4-21
Tomahawk 0-12 5-20
x-Clinched GNC title
Friday’s Games
WIAA Division 2 Regionals Semifinals
Medford 73, Menomonie 41
Fox Valley Lutheran 72, Rhinelander 38
New London 65, Lakeland 57
Mosinee 79, Merrill 47
WIAA Division 3 Regional Semifinals
Northland Pines 56, Wrightstown 47
Saturday’s Games
WIAA Division 2 Regional Finals
Medford 53, Rice Lake 42
Mosinee 77, Shawano 65
WIAA Division 3 Regional Finals
Little Chute 60, Northland Pines 49
Thursday’s Games
WIAA Division 2 Sectional Semifinals
Medford vs. La Crosse Central, at

Menomonie, 7 p.m.
Mosinee vs. New London, at Waupaca,

7 p.m.

Lakeland at New London
WIAA D2 Regional Semifinal

Friday, March 3
Lakeland 27 30 — 57
New London 23 42 — 65
LAKELAND (57): Wiczek 2 2-4 6,

Quade 3 0-0 9, Carlson 4 0-0 9,
Fortier 7 8-8 25, Anderson 0 0-0 0,
Gahler 3 2-3 8, Wewasson-Daubon 0
0-0 0, Ariola 0 0-0 0. Totals 19 12-15
57.

NEW LONDON (65): Helsten 0 0-0 0,
Gerrits 1 0-1 2, Wisniewski 8 14-16
30, Schlueter 5 0-0 13, Krause 2 2-3
6, Daly 3 0-0 6, Kanaman 2 2-2 6,
Fehrman 0 0-0 0, Oberstadt 0 2-2 2.
Totals 18 20-24 65.

3-Point Goals: Lakeland 7 (Quade 3,
Carlson, Fortier 3). New London 3
(Schlueter 3).

Total Fouls: Lakeland 18, New London
18.

PREP GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
GNC Standings

as of Saturday, March 4
Team GNC Ovr
x-Lakeland 12-0 22-6
Mosinee 9-2 14-11
Antigo 7-5 13-12
Rhinelander 7-5 11-15

Medford 4-8 6-19
Northland Pines 2-10 3-19
Tomahawk 0-12 6-18
x-Clinched GNC title
Thursday’s Game
WIAA Division 2 Sectional Semifinals
Lakeland 77, New London 46
Saturday’s Game
WIAA Division 2 Sectional Finals
Lakeland 60, Menomonie 59
Friday, March 10
WIAA Division 2 State Semifinals
Lakeland vs. Pewaukee, at Green Bay,

1:35 p.m.

Lakeland vs. New London
WIAA D2 Sectional Semifinal

Sheldon Fieldhouse, Antigo H.S.
Thursday, March 2

Lakeland 38 39 — 77
New London 22 24 — 46
LAKELAND (77): Lee 0 0-0 0,

J.Ouimette 8 6-8 23, A.Timmerman 0
0-1 0, Erickson 0 0-0 0, Johnson 0 0-
0 0, Barton 0 0-0 0, Quade 0 0-0 0,
Fortier 6 1-1 13, Evenhouse 2 0-0 4,
Sa.Timmerman 7 3-7 17, K.Ouimette
9 0-0 20. Totals 32 10-17 77.

NEW LONDON (46): Handschke 0 0-0
0, Langel 0 0-0 0, Stroesenreuther 0
0-0 0, Allen 0 0-0 0, K.Mix 0 0-0 0,
Glodowski 2 0-0 4, Steingraber 9 1-2
21, J.Mix 3 0-0 9, Reybrock 2 2-4 8,
Dalhoe 2 0-0 4, Hoffman 0 0-0 0. To-
tals 18 3-6 46.

3-Point Goals: Lakeland 3 (J.Ouimette,
K.Ouimette 2). New London 7 (Stein-
graber 2, J.Mix 3, Reybrock 2).

Total Fouls: Lakeland 9, New London
18.

Lakeland vs. Menomonie
WIAA D2 Sectional Final

Raider Hall, Medford Area H.S.
Saturday, March 4

Lakeland 25 35 — 60
Menomonie 26 33 — 59
LAKELAND (60): J.Ouimette 10 8-10

30, Quade 1 0-0 2, Fortier 4 0-0 8,
Evenhouse 1 2-2 4, Sa.Timmerman 1
3-6 5, K.Ouimette 4 1-2 11. Totals 32
10-17 77.

MENOMONIE (59): Kyles 1 0-0 2, Berg
4 0-0 12, Jacobsen 8 0-0 16, Schoen-
berger 3 0-0 9, Quilling 0 1-4 1, Birt 1
0-0 2, Wheeler 8 1-2 17. Totals 25 2-
6 59.

3-Point Goals: Lakeland 4 (J.Ouimette
2, K.Ouimette 2). Menomonie 7 (Berg
4, Schoenberger 3).

Total Fouls: Lakeland 7, Menomonie
14.

All-Great Northern Conference Team
Players of the Year: Julianna

Ouimette, Lak; Kristina Ouimette, Lak
Coaches of the Year: Melissa

Ouimette, Lak

FIRST TEAM
Player School Year
Sophie Schlieve* Ant 12
Julianna Ouimette* Lak 12
Ava Lamers* Rhi 12
Kristina Ouimette* Lak 10
Taelyn Jirschele* Mos 9
*Unanimous selection

SECOND TEAM
Player School Year
Lily Fortier Lak 12
Bryn Fronk Med 12
Brooke Rudolph Med 12
Saylor Timmerman Lak 10
Britt Fitzgerald Mos 10

HONORABLE MENTION
Player School Year
Lily Weix Ant 12
Gabby Muñoz Mos 12
Keelyn Zwirschitz Ant 11
Kaitlyn Selle Mos 11
Aubrey Beyer NP 11
Emma Weber NP 11
Lily Treder Rhi 11
Tristin Arlen Ant 10
Cale Quade Lak 10
Claire Albert Tom 10
Ava Evenhouse Lak 9
Frey Alberg Tom 9

BOWLING
WOODRUFF LANES

Woodruff Country Girls
Wednesday, March 1

High Game
Dawnzy Kuhlmann 225
Robin Vanderschaegen 207
Sonya Deja 194
High Series
Sonya Deja 535
Dawnzy Kuhlmann 529
Robin Vanderschaegen 529
Pam Denoyer 510
Team High Game
Furry Kids Grooming 697
Woodruff Lanes 688
Robins Team 685
Team High Series
Robins Team 1967

Standings as of March 1
Team W-L
Robins Team 45-18
Furry Kids Grooming 42-21
Total Image 41-22
Lakeland Monument 32-31
Woodruff Lanes 25-38

ISLAND CITY LANES
Thursday Men’s Major Bowling

League
Thursday, March 2

High Game

John Huber 267
Jeff Woods 263
John Parins 248
High Series
John Huber 670
Jeff Ziemba 656
Jeff Woods 635
Team High Game
Quality Heating 1016
Island City Lanes 1015
Ouimette Painting 981
Team High Series
Island City Lanes 3024
Quality Heating 2872
Little Brown Jug 2758

Standings as of March 2
Team W-L
Ouimette Painting 41-22
LT Tap House 39-24
Dave & Dean’s Tire 39-24
Whitman’s 37-26
Headwaters 37-26
Little Brown Jug 36-27
Island City Lanes 34-29
Misfits 32-31
Quality Heating 30-33
Big Bear Hideaway 27-36
Daniel’s Distinctive Design 22-41

GYMNASTICS
PREP GYMNASTICS
GNC Small Division Standings 

as of Saturday, March 4
Team                Pts. Duals GNC
x-Ashland            16 4-0 131.150
Antigo                 12 2-1 129.675
Mosinee                8 2-2 120.550
Lakeland               4 1-3 79.650
Rhinelander           0 0-3 51.425
x-Clinched GNC title
Friday’s Meet
Ashland 10th/10 WIAA D2 Team State,

at Wis. Rapids

HOCKEY
PREP BOYS’ HOCKEY

GNC Standings
as of Saturday, March 4

Great Northern Overall
Team Pts.     Reg Trny W-L-T
x-Mosinee 39       18 21 21-7-0
Lakeland 36       18 18 18-5-0
Rhinelander 30       15 15 18-6-0
Tomahawk 24       15 9 17-6-0
Antigo 19         7 12 10-15-0
N’land Pines 11         5 6 8-17-1
Waupaca 6         3 3 5-18-0
Medford 3         3 0 7-16-0
x-Clinched GNC title
Thursday’s Game
WIAA Division 2 State Semifinal
Oregon 3, Mosinee 0

LOCAL SCOREBOARD 

LOCAL SCHEDULE 
Tuesday, March 7

-Off-

Wednesday, March 8
-Off-

Thursday, March 9
-Off-

Friday, March 10
Lakeland girls’ basketball vs. Pewaukee
at Green Bay (State Semifinal) - 1:35
p.m.

Saturday, March 11
Lakeland Nordic Ski at Thunder Bay, On-
tario, Canada - TBD
Lakeland girls’ basketball vs. Notre
Dame/McFarland at Green Bay (State
Final) - 5:15 p.m.*

Sunday, March 12
-Off-

Monday, March 13
Lakeland Nordic Ski at Fairbanks,
Alaska - TBD

*if Lakeland wins Friday

Late 
From page 13

State 
From page 12

See State. . . page 15



“I think we’re hungry for
the win and we really want
the win so we came here and
we worked our butts off all
season, and I think it’s time
for us to show it,” Erickson
said.

Menomonie
No lead was greater than

seven points as the Mustangs
and Thunderbirds traded bas-
kets in an electric atmosphere
at Raider Hall in Medford. 

Menomonie’s Mary Berg
made one of her four triples in
the game to open up the scor-
ing. 

Julianna Ouimette (30
points) made plays all game,
scoring half the team’s points.
She got the Thunderbirds
their first lead with layups on
back-to-back possessions.

The Thunderbirds’ defense
gave the Mustangs trouble
early on. Timmerman and
Kristina Ouimette had blocks
as the Mustangs had long pos-
sessions on offense. 

Julianna Ouimette contin-
ued to be a force. She passed
it to Quade for a layup before
dishing it to Fortier for two
more points. Julianna
Ouimette also made a jumper
as she set the tone for the
Thunderbirds.

Fortier scored four straight
points as the Thunderbirds
got off to a scorching start
from the field. They led 15-9
as they looked for a fast start.

Then, the Thunderbirds
started to turn the ball over.
The score was stuck at 15-9
for a number of minutes. The
Mustangs were also extend-
ing possessions with multiple
offensive rebounds.

“We beat a very good and
talented team, and we did not
play our best game. That was
not our best game, but we
fought hard. We did have
some trouble getting some of
those offensive rebounds, and
we did have a couple
turnovers here and there,”
coach Ouimette said. “That
was a smart team.
(Menomonie) coach (Storm
Harmon) took advantage of
anything that he could.”

A triple from Berg was part
of a 7-0 run that gave the
Mustangs the lead. 

Kristina Ouimette (11
points) ended the Thunder-
birds’ drought from the field
with a shot from beyond the
arc, her first of the afternoon.
Back came Menomonie with a
3-pointer by Sophia Schoen-
berger. 

Berg made another 3-point
jumper to give the Mustangs
their largest lead of the game
at four points. Once again,
Kristina Ouimette had a huge
answer with a triple of her
own. 

Anna Wheeler (17 points)
made it five straight posses-
sions with a bucket for the
Mustangs. They had found
their offensive rhythm. Ju-
lianna Ouimette scored two in
transition before the half
ended.

The Mustangs held a small
26-25 lead at the break in front
of a packed crowd in Med-
ford.

Julianna Ouimette came out
strong for the Thunderbirds,
putting the team on her back
with 20 second half points.
She scored a layup with the
foul, missing her free throw.
After that missed free throw,
she would make her final
eight attempts as the Thun-
derbirds needed every point

they could get.
“Our whole team’s mental-

ity was do-or-die. I cannot
take credit for the amount of
points,” Julianna Ouimette
said. “I was able to score be-
cause Kristina and Lily have
been knocking down shots
left and right so they have to
get out on them. Saylor had a
phenomenal game last game.
They could not let her get the
ball easy inside. So I was wide
open, they had to cover every-
body else. So they left me
with a bunch of easy buck-
ets.”

Julianna Ouimette had six
of the first 10 second half
points. Menomonie quickly
called timeout as the Thunder-
birds opened the half on an 8-2
run.

It was a game of mini-runs.
Sammy Jacobsen had a big
second half with 12 points.
She had four straight points
before Wheeler grabbed an
offensive rebound for two
points. It was a 6-0 Mustang
run.

The Thunderbirds made 3-
pointers at key moments. Ju-
lianna Ouimette answered the
6-0 run with a triple. 

Turnovers plagued the
Thunderbirds again in the sec-
ond half. They were making
shots, but also giving the ball
away. Lakeland led 38-36 with
12 minutes to go with state on
the line.

Schoenberger hit one of her
three triples in the game to
give the Mustangs the lead
again. Who else but Julianna
Ouimette to respond with a
triple, the offensive rebound
and assist courtesy of Fortier.

Lakeland went on another
little 10-5 run that gave them
their biggest lead of the game.
Julianna Ouimette made four
straight free throws before
she scored a bucket in transi-
tion. 

The Thunderbirds led by
seven points with less than 10
minutes to go. 

It looked like the Thunder-
birds were going to be up by
nine points. However, a
missed layup by Kristina
Ouimette proved to be costly.
The Mustangs went on a 9-0
run to take the lead again as
both teams traded off runs.

Jacobsen had four points,
two coming off a turnover,
and Berg (12 points) a triple to
tie it at 48-48. Wheeler had a
bucket to give them the lead.

One of the biggest answers
of the night came from Tim-
merman. Held scoreless in the
first half, Timmerman made a
tough shot in the paint to tie it

up at 50 apiece. Evenhouse fol-
lowed up Timmerman’s bas-
ket with one of her own, her
first points of the night to give
Lakeland the lead.

Schoenberger had another
triple in her to give the Mus-
tangs the lead again. The
cheers kept getting louder as
the intensity grew with less
than four minutes to go in the
game. 

Free throws proved to
come up big down the stretch
as the Thunderbirds refused
to be eliminated. Timmerman
made a pair of free throws be-
fore Julianna Ouimette made
two more in the double bonus
on what looked to be an and-
one opportunity. Every point
mattered late in the game.

With less than a minute to
go, Menomonie called timeout
with Lakeland up 58-57. A Ju-
lianna Ouimette turnover led
to a Jacobsen basket and a
Mustangs lead.

Like she’s done throughout
her entire career, Julianna
Ouimette went right to the
basket to try and give Lake-
land their lead back with
under 15 seconds left in the
game. She missed, but Tim-
merman grabbed an enor-
mous offensive rebound,
getting fouled in the double
bonus.

Timmerman looked to tie or
give the Thunderbirds the
lead. She missed both free
throws. Evenhouse gave the
Thunderbirds life when she
grabbed the rebound off the
miss. Jacobsen fouled her to
send Evenhouse to the line.
That was Jacobsen’s fifth foul,
leaving the game with 16
points.

“I was just looking to rip it
and … try to find Kristina or
Julianna or someone open and
no turnovers. And luckily it
was a foul, and I was able to
shoot,” Evenhouse said.

With the everything on the
line and Menomonie’s crowd
cheering as loud as they
could, Evenhouse focused on
her free throws.

“I can hear (the fans), and
it’s wonderful. The support is
amazing,” she said. “On the
line I was able to block it out,
but during the game it fueled
me.”

Evenhouse showed how
clutch she could be. With a
trip to state hanging in the bal-
ance, the freshman calmly
made both of her free throws
to give the Thunderbirds a
one-point lead.

“First of all, we were down
one, so I was like ‘make this
first one and we’re tied up,”

she said. “And then I made
that one so I’m like ‘the sec-
ond one — then we can be in
the lead so we got it, we got it
Ava.’ (Throughout this
process) I’m praying cause …
God can only take my anxiety
away.”

“Ava is just a tremendous
kid, a wonderful kid. I have
described her as a kid that
when you’re around her, (it’s
impossible) to be sad or mad
about anything cause she’s al-
ways happy or positive,”
coach Ouimette said. “When
Saylor missed that free throw
and for Ava to grab an offen-
sive rebound off a free throw
was incredible. And to knock
those free throws down was
even more incredible. She
knocked down the two most
important free throws of her
career.”

The Mustangs called a time-
out with just 9.7 seconds left
in the game. The Thunder-
birds needed one more stop to
send themselves to state.

“(Coach Ouimette) said
‘they might try and go high-
low or they might kick it out
to a 3-pointer. We don’t know
what they’re going to do so
we have to guard everything.
Let’s go.’ So that was basically
what we did,” Julianna
Ouimette said. “Just try to
guard everything. They got a
shot off, we got the rebound
and we won the game.”

The ball ended up in the
hands of Berg. She created
enough space to give herself a
chance to win the game with
a jumper. She missed the shot.
However, Timmerman and
Wheeler fought for the re-
bound as the buzzer sounded.
A whistle was blown by one
of the referees as they dis-
cussed the final seconds of the
game. 

After a brief meeting, the
referees deemed the game
was over. The Thunderbirds
were sectional champions as
they stormed the court with
joy.

“I was relieved and so
happy for this group of girls.
To have the honor of coaching
them since in the fourth grade
— I couldn’t be happier for
them. I told them (when they
were) really little ‘if you guys
stick together, I see some-
thing special in this group,’”
coach Ouimette said. “(I said
to myself) ‘oh my goodness,
this actually happened.’ And
the girls made it happen.”

Lakeland came into Satur-
day’s sectional final on a 10-
game win streak, which
included a perfect 8-0 in Feb-

ruary/March. They won those
games by an average margin
of victory of 44.6 points. This
was their first close game
since they lost to Wausau
West back on Jan. 23. On Sat-
urday, they came through
when they needed to the
most, winning by just a point.

“It was a very close, very
tight game, and they never
gave up. It just seemed to me
we would steal the ball and (it
would be) tipped in the hands
of the other team,” coach
Ouimette said. “We kept fight-
ing, we kept battling, sprint as
fast as we can, trying to do all
of these things. We never quit
and that just shows just how
tough and how this team was
going to persevere through
anything, not ready to give up
on those state dreams.” 

State bound
The Thunderbirds (22-6, 12-

0) ended up as the four-seed in
the WIAA Division 2 State
Girls Basketball Tournament.
They’ll take on top-seeded Pe-
waukee (27-1, Woodland -
West Conference) in a state
semifinal game on Friday,
March 10. 

The Pirates were the second
highest ranked team in Divi-
sion 2 according to the Week
13 Wissports.net girls’ basket-
ball coaches poll. They are led
by Giselle Janowski (15.2
points per game) and Amy
Terrian (14.2 points per
game), and haven’t lost since
Nov. 22 to Kettle Moraine —
who advanced to state in Divi-
sion 1.

“(Pewaukee) is an incredible
team. A lot of these players on
that team, that sophomore
class and senior class — we
have played those kids at the
state tournament for the
youth leagues,” coach
Ouimette said. “It’s great to
know some of their faces, and
this week we’re spending tons
of (time on) film and try to get
as prepared as we can to go
after them.”

The other WIAA Division 2
state semifinal game will be
#2 Notre Dame (27-1) vs. #3
McFarland (26-2). Notre Dame
was ranked first in those Wis-
sports.net rankings while Mc-
Farland was ranked sixth.
The Thunderbirds were not
ranked when that poll came
out Feb. 21.

The Thunderbirds and Pi-
rates tip-off at 1:35 p.m. at the
Resch Center in Green Bay.

Brett LaBore may be
reached at brett@lakeland
times.com or sports@lake
landtimes.com.
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The Thunderbirds storm the court after the referees end the game in a WIAA Division 2 sectional final game against Menomonie Satur-
day, March 4 at Raider Hall in Medford.
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