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Local MSU students describe on-campus shooting

ERIN NOHA . . Things sounded different
EagleHerald Staff Writer TeXt fro m p u b I I C S afety Sa I d when she left the complex to go
/ . . J back to her dorm at Armstrong
EAST LANSING, Mich. — RU n, H | d e, FI g ht Hall.

Freshman Anna Nerat was on “I just heard so many sirens,” S P O RTS

FaceTime with her parentsin Michigan State University. you heard of this? and I was she said. “They weren't close, WIAA announ

the dining hall when her mom “Ithad atthe end ‘Run, Hide, like, ‘No. We thought maybe it ) announces

got a safety alert text from Fight, and she was like, ‘Have was ajoke,” Nerat said. More SHOOTING | A3 | girls basketball
playoff brackets.
PAGEA16
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Good morning,
Stanley Ostrenga!
Thank you for
subscribing to the
EagleHerald

DEATHS

Behnke, Helen
Boucher, Richard M.
Cegelski, Rhonda
DeMeuse, Delores]J.
Glish, Kathleen Z.
Krozel, Kenneth A. Sr.
Scoggins, Patricia A.
Zuraski, Bridget M.
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Water
rescue

TODAY’S WEATHER
HIGH

44|20

Rain showers early
with increasing wind.

| i i More on A7
Advice.......... A12-A13
Classified ........... A10

EAGLEHERALD CONTRIBUTOR/PAUL WILLIAMS i

Above, Steve Kunick of the Marinette Fire Depart- Comics ... A11,A13

ment, and Will Philipps, Menominee Fire Depart- Crossword.......... A1

ment, work on pulling Heidi Williams from the Deaths/Obits .. ... A5 A8

wat.er W|th t'he he'lp of.an inflatable rescue boat OpINION . A4

during training Friday in the Menenkaunee Har-

bor. The firefighters conduct periodic joint train- Records............... AS

ing to practice their skills at rescuing people who Sudoku............. A1

have fallen through ice. At right, Levi Sandborn, Sports.......... A14-A16

Marinette FD, explains rescue procedures to Jor-
dan Bourdelais, also of Marinette FD, as they work
to rescue Williams.
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Police seek motive of MSU gunman

JOEY CAPPELLETTI AND MIKE

HOUSEHOLDER
Associated Press

EAST LANSING, Mich. —

The 43-year-old gunman
who killed three students

and wounded five others at
Michigan State University

hours.

Investigators were sorting
out why Anthony McRae fired
inside an academic build-
ing and the student union just

to the campus, police said
Tuesday as they searched for
amotive for shootings that
terrified the community for

by police.

hourslonglockdown at the
campusin East Lansing ended
when he killed himself miles
away while being confronted

The shooting happened the
day before the fifth anniver-
sary of the Parkland, Florida,
school shooting thatkilled 17

the U.S.

become a deadly newyear in

“We have to do something
to stop the gun violence that’s
ripping apart our communi-
ties, President Joe Biden said
in a speech Tuesday, mention-
ing Michigan State.

Meanwhile, a school dis-

New Jersey, closed for the day

after investigators said that

McRae, wholived in the area
years ago, had anote in his
pocketindicating a threat to
schools there. But it was deter-
mined there was no credible
threat,local police said later
in a statement shared by the

had no apparent connection before 8:30 p.m. Monday. An and is thelatestin what has trict in Ewing Township, superintendent.
° Lansing.
h ING/fromA1 p : , P
Shooting/fom We barricaded our door with our Ididnthave anybody

but they were close
enough thatI could hear
them, and Ijust sprinted
into myroom.”

Three MSU students
are dead, and five other
students are in criti-
cal condition follow-
ing amass shooting at
MSU’s campus on Mon-
day night. The suspected
gunman, Anthony
McRae, 43, died of a
self-inflicted gunshot
wound, police said. Offi-
cials identified two of
the students who were
killed as Brian Fraser, a
sophomore from Grosse
Pointe, Mich., and Alex-
andria Verner, ajunior
from Clawson, Mich. The
name of the third victim
isbeing withheld by the
family. (See AP wire story
onpageA3)

The shooting started
about 8:18 p.m. Two peo-
ple were killed in the ini-
tial shooting at Berkey
Hall, an academic build-
ing, while another was
killed at the MSU Union,
apopular student gath-
ering space. After the
shooting, the university
canceled classes until
next Monday.

Nerat was driving
home to Menominee on
Tuesday with Hayden
Buck, also a freshman,
who lives in Owen Hall,
for the weekend when
they spoke to the Eagle-
Herald. Buck said she
was walkinghome from
work when she got a text
from Nerat — and every
group chat.

“Are you safe? Are
you safe? Are you safe?”
Buck said, of her mes-
sages pinging in during
and after she returned
to her dorm. “I got onto
the police dispatch, and
Iheard them say the
shooter was heading to
Owen. And Owen is my
dorm.Istarted going
into shock”

Meanwhile, Aaron
Cappaert, a senior from
Stephenson, got a text
from his friends who live
across the street from

dresser and were just laying flat on the
ground behind my desk for almost four
hours.”

Anna Nerat, MSU freshman from Menominee

Berkey Hall and the MSU
Union, where the shoot-
ings took place.

“They saw people run-
ning out of the Union and
Berkey Hall, as well as
ambulances and police
running up,” Cappaert
said. “A couple minutes
later, Ireceived an email
and a text message from
the university about a
shelter in place”

The same text that
Nerat’s mom received in
thebeginning.

His apartment is more
on the east side of cam-
pusandisn’t near the
shooting, he said, so he
made sure his door was
locked and stayed inside,
answering calls from
parents and texts from
friends.

“Ikepton doing home-
work becauseIdidn't
know what else to do,”
Cappaert said. “The
main thing was just the
rumors going around
and just trying to trust
what you were hearing”

Nerat said she hungup
with her parents to get
on the police scanner.
She heard the gunman
was on the loose, as well
as other places he was
headed.

“We turned our lights

off Nerat said. “We
heard that maybe he was
headed toward our com-
plex. That’s when it was
reallylike, ‘OK, this is
actually happening’ We
barricaded our door with
our dresser and were just
laying flat on the ground
behind my desk for
almost four hours”

She said they were
lucky that the incident
didn’t happen near her
part of campus, but the
scanner was still worry-
ing.

“It was horrifying
because alot of stuff
we were hearing on the
scanner — youdon’t
know what’s true or not,”
Nerat said.

Meanwhile, Buck
wasin her room listen-
ing to dispatch. She said
throughout the ordeal,
sheheard sirensand a
helicopter circling over-
head.

“For hours, we thought
there were multiple gun-
men. That’s all we knew
for two hours straight,”
Buck said, as the texts
kept comingin. “The dis-
patch said something
about there being explo-
sives.I can’tleave my
dorm, butifthere are
explosivesI can’t stay in
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MSU: MSU Police report shots
fired incident occurring on or
near the East Lansing campus.
Secure-in-Place immediately.

Run, Hide, Fight.

MSL: MSU Police report shots
fired incident occurring on or
near the East Lansing campus.
Secure-in-Place immediately.

Run, Hide, Fight.

MSLU: Active Violence situation
on/near MSU Campus.Secure-in-
Place or evacuate safely. Run,
Hide, Fight. Call 911 to report

suspicious activity.

MSLU: MSU Police report shots
fired incident occurring on or
near the East Lansing campus.
Secure-in-Place immediately.

Run, Hide, Fight.

MACI 1= Artiva Winlanca et iatinn

SUBMITTED

Students received a safety alert from Michigan State Uni-
versity around 10 minutes after the suspected shooter

entered the building.

mydorm.”

“Isaid Iwas, As safe as
Icanbe; to afew people;
Buck said.

Annette Trudeau,
acounselor at Grand
Ledge High School,
about 20 minutes away
from MSU, posted on the
Mid-County News Alert
page on Facebook that
her house was open for
any student that needed

aplace to go. She knew
anumber of college stu-
dents from the U.P. from
her 20 years as a coun-
selor at both Bay College
and Stephenson High
School and as aresident
of Stephenson. Her mar-
ried name was Johnson
when she worked in the
schools, and sheleft Ste-
phenson around four
years ago to work near

ALLANIMALS ARE MICRO-CHIPPED

Remember, there is no fee to drop off or su

rrender animals, but donations are welcome!

contact me,butin the
midst of it, I just thought
akid might have been
one from campus and
maybe couldn’t get back
on campus, Trudeau
said. “Theywere telling
parents not to come to
town. It’s along way from
Stephenson.”

She said the emer-
gency response from
other counties was
amazing, as she heard
sirens heading to the
scene shortly after the
news broke. Staffand
teachers at Grand Ledge
were keeping children in
classrooms today (Tues-
day) and tried to remain
on higher alert, she said.
Most schools in Ingham
County were closed for
the day.

All classes will resume
at MSU on Monday. MSU
is also offering counsel-
ing, and sent out emails
for services available,
Cappaertsaid. Ashe
looked out his apart-
ment window on Tues-
day, he saw people leav-
ing the dorm buildings.

“It’s going to be really
weird walking on cam-
pus when classes
resume,” Cappaert said.
“Iwalked by where the
shooting happened basi-
cally every other day for
classes. Knowing it actu-
allyhappenedright there
is going to be surreal”

Erin Noha can be reached by
email atenoha@eagleherald.
com
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Kenzie here! | am a 1.5 year old Irish
wolfhound mix. | am a spunky girl!!! |
am housebroke. | have lived with kids
(over 6), cats, and canines. | got along
great in my old home but seem to be
a bit pickier with my doggy pals here
so ameet and greet with potential sibs
would be best. Stop by and take me for
awalk to burn some of this energy off!

These Pets of the Week
are sponsored by:

Hi, my name is Tizz. I'm an adorable
young lady of almost 7 months. |
started out at the shelter being pretty
shy and reserved, hut come visit me
today and you'd never know that! I'm
very friendly and loving now, and |
enjoy gettin% all the pets | can! | also
getalong well with other cats. | did do
some stress licking when | first got to
the shelter so my coat is a bit spotty at
the moment but it's growing back in.

NERAT MERCHANDISING

If youwould like to adopt ANY OF THESE ANIMALS or any other animal, stop by or call the Menominee Animal Shelter, Inc. at N184 Haggerson
Court, Menominee, M1 (906) 864-PAWS (7297). Or visit us on the Web: mashelter.org or www.petango.com for a complete listing
with photos. E-mail: animals@mashelter.com. Hours: Tuesday-Friday~Noon-6pm, Saturday~Noon-5pm

Hey, my name is Stuffing! I'm a
beautiful young lady of roughly 9
months and I'm looking for a forever
family! I'm a sweet and friendly girl
who can't wait to find a home of her
own. Come visit me and my sisters,
Casserole & Gravy soon!

WE'RE
OPEN!

The Shelter is resuming
our regular hours
Tuesday - Friday
12pm-6 pm
Saturday
12pm-5pm
Visit mashelter.org




